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The Author

i

In his home town of Wolfville, Nova Scotia, Graham
Patriquin attended the public schools and Acadia University.
With a diploma in teaching added to his B.A. degree, his
introduction to boarding-school life came in the fall of 1927
at King’s College School, in Windsor, N.S. There, as assistant
master in the Lower School and housemaster from Trinity
term, 1928, he developed a steadfast belief in the independent
school’s function.,

His forty-three year term at B.C.S. began in 1929, as
junior master teaching history and various subjects residual
from the School time table, with games coaching in football,
hockey and, due to a paucity of staff, cricket.

He was named Housemaster of Williams House upon
its opening in 1936, and continued until 1955, when he was
named Senior Master. The variety of his teaching subjects
was trimmed, mainly to history and geography, the latter a
new subject on the McGill Certificate options in the early
years of the war, until the School appointed a trained specialist
in geography in 1960. He was head of the history department
for twenty-five years.

Appointed as Games Master in 1938, he was responsible
for all sports save gym, for the scheduling of most School
games, for the appointment (sometimes conscription) of
masters to various creases and for their supervision. The
Games Mastership was replaced by a full-time Director of
Athletics in 1967.

In out-of-school hours his favourite avocations included
productive gardening and active participation with the St.
Francis-Massawippi naturalists’ club, in whose interests he
wrote a newspaper column for bird watchers on a near-
weekly basis over a ten year period. He was compiler and
editor of the Bulletin to Old Boys from 1963 until his
retirement in 1972.






To those boys whose talents and generosity
created at B.C.S. a goodwill that surpassed
its shortcomings, and who, in maturity, have
been happy to remember its cardinal virtues,

this work is affectionately dedicated.
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Foreword

Before the School had been blessed with artificial ice, and
cleats could be replaced immediately by skates, the weeks between
the end of the football season and the beginning of Christmas
examinations were the ‘dog-days’ of the School year. It was then that
‘Satan found some mischief still’ for otherwise comparatively well-
behaved boys trying to speed the crosses on the dormitory calendar,
and it was then that tempers shortened among the bedevilled masters
in the Common Room. There, the surest and shortest road to
Coventry was the smug statement, “My Christmas exams are all
set.”

It was during such a period that a chaplain who had been
at B.C.S. for some years said to a new master, “Never decide to
resign at this time of year; make up your mind in the spring —
and then you’ll never resign.”

During the thirty-eight years that elapsed before he retired,
that ‘new’ master gradually grew to realize the truth which lay
behind the chaplain’s advice. Imperceptibly, and in spite of super-
ficial problems and complaints and criticism, members of the staff
who worked for the School for more than a year or two found
themselves more and more concerned with its well-being, and less
and less inclined to seek ‘fresh woods and pastures new’.

Any school has its ups and downs, and a comparatively
isolated boarding-school such as B.C.S. is no exception. It is in-
fluenced by external and important events, prosperity and depression,
war and peace; it is influenced too, perhaps more than most schools,
by internal events, some important-seeming, like staff changes and
new buildings, some apparently trivial, like a hard-won game, a new
rule, even a bad meal.

Such ups and downs, and the levels in between, are related
in detail in these chapters, but as the reader progresses he must
become aware of a common denominator that pervades the whole
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history: the consistent work for the good of the School of many
members of the Staff, and many more boys, Old Boys, and bene-
factors.

The writer of this book is a history teacher, and with a history
teacher’s eye for both significant detail and dramatic crisis, and
the classroom teacher’s eye for humorous incident, he has related
the adventures of the School during nearly a century and a half of
existence, in the course of which it has influenced, shaped, and altered
the lives of countless boys and men.

At one point the reader will come upon this: “The Choir
Notes (in the 1960 Magazine) made no mention of the Chaplain-
Choirmaster, so it must be inferred that they were his comments.”

One might paraphrase this quotation by stating, “This history
of B.C.S. makes little or no mention of James Graham Patriquin,
so it must be inferred that he is the author.”

It would be an incomplete history that did not mention his
work for the School through forty-three years. Heads may rise and
heads may fall, but, as this book proves, staff continuity carries the
School on, and Graham Patriquin is as great an example of
consistent schoolmastering as one can find.

It is obvious, by the space he accords in this account to team
games and athletics in general, that the historian considers them to
have been one of the most vital aspects of the School’s life and
success; it is not obvious that for the greater part of the period of
the most complete and successful organization of games and
athletics, which involved every boy in the School, athlete or rabbit,
the Sports Master in charge of that organization was Graham
Patriquin.

In the nineteen-thirties he was one of those who involved
the School in the Quebec Amateur Hockey Association, later the
Quebec Minor Hockey Association, which meant that every team
from the First “Juniors’ to the Prep School ‘Pee-wees’ played a full
schedule with teams from the surrounding district, as well as
matches with other private schools. For years he coached the
Midgets, and had the pain and pleasure of seeing his best players
snatched by First Team in time of need. He also insisted on clean
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hockey throughout the School, and the effect was felt throughout
the Townships.

He tells of how, in the ‘thirties too, F. E. Hawkins conceived
a program for the closing Sports Day that had the final events run
off and the silverware, including the All-Round Championships,
dished out with clockwork timing and efficiency; he does not tell
that, from 1939 till 1972, that organization and all the records that
go with it were maintained and improved upon by himself. He was,
in fact, Sports Master from the mid-thirties till 1967, when the
special post of Director of Athletics was established.

He also took a keen interest in competitive shooting, and
coached the teams that brought back the Molson Shield in the
‘sixties.

For nine years he edited and wrote the greater part of the
Bulletin to Old Boys, a leaflet of School news that was sent several
times a year to every Old Boy whose address was known.

All part of a schoolmaster’s job, one may say, and a school-
master he was. He was one of those wheels in a machine that keeps
on turning dependably whatever the stresses, and so gives strength
and continuity to the whole. His discipline did not pander to easy
popularity; when a history assignment was due, it was due, and
excuses were not acceptable in its stead. The rules were to be
observed, not bent.

He applied the same discipline to his own teaching. No
matter how well he knew his subject, no matter how often he had
taught it, one would find him at ‘middle break’ or in a spare period
preparing his materials, illustrations, maps and diagrams, as if he
were about to teach that lesson for the first time.

A great schoolmaster.

An historian? Read on.
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About the Lining Pages

Helen Austin, whose comprehensive map of Little Forks
and Moulton Hill portrays the various locations of the School,
has a long-standing connection with B.C.S. Her stage set designs
have animated Players’ Club production, and her husband, Morris
Austin, directed the School choir during the year of David
Cruickshank’s graduate study at Oxford. Two of her sons were
students on Moulton Hill: Frederick (1960-1963) and Michael, a
New Boy in 1973. Their grandfather, Frederick Charles Austin
(1895-1898), and his father, Edward Benjamin Morris Austin, who
came from St. Kitts, B.W.I., in 1864, attended the School at Little
Forks. E.B.M. Austin was the youngest of three brothers, all B.C.S.
boys. The eldest, Henry Hamilton Austin, was born in Kandy,
Ceylon, and is listed on the 1842-1843 page of the oldest School
Register that includes the boys of the Steamboat era.
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Team Pbotogmpb.r — Some Amnnotations

1886 Football. Lt. Gen. Sir Henry Burstall, KCB, KCMG,
commanded the 2nd Canadian Division in the Great War, and
retired in 1923 after three years as Inspector General of the
Canadian army. Dr. T. E. Montgomery was a grandson of Dean
Slack, associate of Lucius Doolittle in founding the Classical
Academy, and three generations of Montgomery descendants have
since attended B.C.S. George Smith was fourth of the six Smith
Cup donors.

1887-88 Hockey. The captain of this team donated the
Kaulbach Medal for the Mile Run. R. E. MacDougall reached his
twelfth birthday on March 2, 1888, probably the youngest First
Team player in B.C.S. hockey.

1896 Cricket. Dr. Winder and the cadet corps N.C.O.
stripes on double-purpose blazers are noteworthy items.

1901 Hockey. A powerhouse; three of its best scorers,
Molson, Pillow and Robinson, were standouts eight years later in
a 7-5 Old Boys’ win over the great School team of 1909. All three
had grandsons at the School.

1908 Football. This team has to be the pinnacle of football
achievement at B.C.S. Four of its five victories were memorably
significant. Old Boys were as usual more mature, much heavier, and
loaded with prestige. They got no quarter, however, from this self-
disciplined team of youngsters who went ahead by fourteen points
before Old Boys could score in the third period. No B.C.S. team
had been able to take the High School, unquestioned leader in
Montreal football, for the past eight years, and a host of Old Boys
waited at Atwater Park to see if the 72-0 annihilation of St. John’s
School, a week earlier at Lennoxville, was a flash in the pan. The
32-0 win convinced the sceptics. Quebec Intermediates, having
witnessed the 71-0 slaughter of Quebec High School in the capital,
asked for a four-period division of the traditional ‘“halves” in a
game with B.C.S., fearing that their condition might not endure a
thirty minute stretch. It didn’t survive three quarters. The School
was trailing, 8-12, as the last period began; they finished it at 19-
12, going away.

1909 Hockey. There was durability in the personnel and
records of this team. Gerry Wiggett's lifetime devotion to B.C.S.






