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Overman and  Unabomber  
Born a hundred years apart, the lives of Friedrich Nietzsche 

and Theodore Kaczynski contain some important parallels. Both 

refused extremely promising academic careers: Nietzsche in philology, 

Kaczynski in mathematics. Each tried to make the most of a basically 

soli[llry existence. " Philosophy, as T hlwe understood and Irved it to this 

day, is a life voluntarily spent in ice and high mountains," said Nietzsche 

in Ecce Homo. For Kaczynski. the ice and high mountains were a more 

literal description, given his years in a cabin in the Montana Rockies. 

Leslie Chamberlain (Nietzsche in Ttlril1, London, 1996) summed 

up Nietzsche's experience as "Godless, jobless, wifeless and homeless." 

Kaczynski wandered less, but the characterization fits him very closely, 

too. Both were failures in relating to women, and uninterested in con­

sidering the condition of women in society. The two were both men­

aced at times by illness and impoverishment. Each was betrayed by his 

only sibling: Nietzsche by his sister Elizabeth, who tampered with his 

writings when he was helpless to prevent her; Kaczynski by his brother 

David. who fingered him for the FBI. 

Nietzsche's central concept was the will to power. Kaczynski's big 

idea was the power process. 

Both extolled strength and attacked pity: Nietzsche with his 

critique of Christianity as an unhealthy "slave morality," Kaczynski in 

terms of leftism as a dishonest projection of personal weakness. 

Each developed. at base. a moral psychology. although Kaczynski is 

not limited to a psychology. 

Nietzsche's analysis is contained within culture. His quest for a 

regeneration of the human spirit and the fulfillment of the individual is 
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Twilight of the Machines 

essentially aesthetic. Art, in manyways, replaced God for him. His post­

Christian artistic vision is the measure of the Dionysian "revaluation of 

values." "What matters most ... is always culture" (Ttvilight of the Gods). 
There is no getting around Nietzsche's belief in hierarchy. his justi­

fication of rank and exploitation. Kaczynski's anarchist vision called for 

free community. decentralized to the point of face-to-face interaction. 

Kaczynski, like Nietzsche, also desires virility over decadence, but 

saw that this can only be realized in terms of a social transformation. 

In Beyond Good and Evil, Nietzsche blamed "the democratization of 
Europe" for what he s aw as a herd mentality. In Industrial Society and 

Its Future, Kaczynski recognized that a much deeper change than the 

political (not to mention the aesthetic) would be needed for the indi­
vidual to be fre and fulfilled. He understood the logic of industrialized 

life to be the obstacle, and called for its destruction. For him, how every­

day life is experienced was a far more important factor than abstract 

values or aesthetic expression. Nietzsche and Kaczynski thus see the 

values crisis quite differently. Especially in the persona of Zarathusrra. 

Nietzsche calls for personal redemption through an act of the will. Kac­

zynski does not overlook the context of the individual, the forces that 

frustrate hislher life at a basic level. 

Nietzsche focused on Gennan culture. e.g. the case of Wagner. Kac­

zynski examined the movement and consequences of an increasingly 

artificial and estranging global industrial order. 

Nietzsche affirmed the free spirit in books such as HUlmm, All Too 
Httman, Daybreak, and The Gay Science, only to question the existence of 

free will in other texts. Kaczynski showed that individual autonomy is 

problematic in modern society. and that this problem is a function of 

that society. 

Both Nietzsche and Kaczynski are seen as nihilists by many. 

The prevailing postmodern ethos elevates Nietzsche and ignores 

Kaczynski-largely because Nietzsche does not challenge society and 

Kaczynski does. 

88 

For postmodernism, the self is just a product. an outcome. noth­

ing more than a surface effect. Nietzsche actually originated this stance 
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Overman and Llnabomber 

(now also known as "the death of the subject"), which can be found 

in many of his writings. Kaczynski expressed a determinate autonomy 
and showed that the individual has not been extinguished. One can 
lament the end of the sovereign individual and lapse into postmodern 

passivity and cynicism, or diagnose the individual's condition in society 
and challenge this condition, as Kaczynski did. 

Freud's Das Unbehagen in der Kultur, translated in the 1920S as 
Civilization and Its Discontents, reads more literally as "what makes us 

uncomfortable about culture." Nietzsche never questioned culture 
itself. Kaczynski shed light on why industrialism. the ground of culture. 

must be overcome for health and freedom to exist. 
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Why Prim itivism? 
Debord biographer Anselm Giap' referred to the puzzle of the 

present, "where the results of human activity are so antagonistic to 

humanity itself," recalling a question posed nearly 50 years ago by 
Joseph Wood Krutch: "What has become of that opporruniry to become 
more fully hum(ln that the 'control of nature' was to provide?"" 

The general crisis is rapidly deepening in every sphere of life. On 

the biospheric level. this reality is so well-known that it could be termed 
banal, if it weren't so horrifying. Increasing rates of species extinctions, 

proliferating dead zones in the world's oceans, ozone holes, disappear­
ing rainforests, global warming. the pervasive poisoning of air, water, 
and soil, to name a few realities. 

A grisly link to the social world is widespread pharmaceutical 
contamination of watersheds.) In this case, destruction of the natural 
world is driven by massive alienation, masked by drugs. In the U.S., 
life-threatening obesity is sharply rising, and tens of millions suffer 
from serious depression and/or anxiety.4 There are frequent eruptions 
of multiple homicides in homes, schools. and workplaces, while the sui­

cide rate among young people has tripled in recent decades.' Fibromy­

algia, chronic fatigue syndrome. and other "mystery" /psychosomatic 
illnesses have multiplied. vying with the emergence of new diseases 
with known physiological origins: Ebola, Lassa fever, AIDS, Legion­
naires' disease. The illusion of technological mastery is mocked by the 
antibiotic-resistant return ofTB and malaria. not to mention outbreaks 
of E coli. mad cow disease, West Nile virus, etc. Even a cursory sur­

vey of contemporary psychic immiseration would require many pages. 
Barely suppressed anger, a sense of emptiness, corrosion of belief in 

IDI 
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Twilight of the Machines 

institutions across the board, high stress levels, all contribute to what 
Kornoouh has called "the growing &acture of the social bond."6 

Today's reality keeps underlining the inadequacy of current theory 
and its overall retreat from any redemptive project. It seems undeniable 
that's what's left of life on earth is being taken from us. Where is the 
depth of analysis and vision to match the extremity of the human con­
dition and the fragility of our planet's future? AIe we simply only with a 
totalizing current of degradation and loss? 

The crisis is diffuse, but at the same time it is starkly visible on 
every level. One comes to agree with Ulrich Beck that "people have 

begun to question modernity . . .  its premises have begun to wobble. 
Many people are deeply upset over the house-of-cards character 
of superindustrialism.'" Agnes Heller observed that our condition 

becomes less stable and more chaos-prone the further we move away 
from nature, contrary to the dominant ideology of progress and devel­
opment.8 With disenchantment comes a growing sense that something 
different is urgently needed. 

For a new orientation the challenge is at a depth that theorists 
have almost entirely avoided. To go beyond the prospectless malaise, the 

collapse of social confidence so devastatingly expressed in Les Partiwles 
Elementaires (Michel Houlebecq's end-of-the-millennium novel),9 the 
analytical perspective simply must shift in a basic way. This consists, 
for openers, in refusing Foucault's conclusion that human capacities 
and relations are inescapably technologized.'o 

As Eric Vogelin put it, "The death of the spirit is the price of prog­
ress."ll But if the progress of nihilism is identical to the nihilism of 

progress, whence comes the rupture, the caesura? How to pose a radical 
break from the totality of progress, technology, modernity? 

A quick scan of recent academic fads shows precisely where such 
a perspective has not been found. Frederic Jameson's apt fonnulation 

introduces the subject for us: "Postmodernism is what you have when 
the modernization process is complete and nature is gone for good."U. 

Postmodernism is the mirror of an ethos of defeat and reaction, a 
failure of will and intellect that has accommodated to new extremities 
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Why Primitivism? 

of estrangement and destructiveness.l) For the postmodernists. almost 

nothing can be opposed. Reality. after all. is so messy, shifting, complex, 

indeterminate; and oppositions are. of course, just so many false bina­

risms. Vacuous jargon and endless side-stepping transcend passe dual­

isms. Daniel White. for example. prescribed "a postmodern-ecological 

rubric that steps past the traditional either-or of the Oppressor and 

O d "14 ppresse . . .  

In the consumerist realm of freedom. "this complex node. where 

technologies are diffused. where technologies are chosen," according 
to Mike Michael," who can say if anything is at all amiss? lain Cham­

bers is an eloquent voice of postmodern abjectness, wondering whether 

alienation is not simply an eternal given: "What if alienation is a ter­

restrial constraint destined to fru..qrate the 'progress' inrrojected in all 

teleologies? ... Perhaps there is no separate, autonomous alternative 

to the capitalist strucruring of the present-day world. Modernity. the 

westernization of the world, globalization, are the labels of an eco­

nomic. political and culrural order that is seemingly installed for the 

foreseeable furure."16 

The fixation on surface (depth is an illusion; so are presence 

and immediacy), the ban on unifying narratives and inquiry into ori­

gins, indifference to method and evidence, emphasis on effects and 

novelty, all find their expression in postmodern culture at large. 

These attitudes and practices spread everywhere. along with the 

technology it embraces without reservation. At the same time. though. 

there are signs that these rrivializing and derivative recipes for 

"thought" may be losing their appeaLI7 An antidote to postmodern 

surrender has been made available, largely through what is known as 

the anti-globalization movement. 

Jean-Fran\ois Lyotard. who once thought that technologized exis­

tence offered options, has begun to write about the sinister develop­

ment of a neo-totalitarian. instrumentalist imprisonment. In earlier 

essays he pointed to a loss of affect as part of the posnnodern con­

dition. More recently he has attributed that loss to techno-scientific 

hegemony. Crippled individuals are only part of the picture. as Lyotard 
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Twilight of the Machines 

portrays social effects of what can only be called instrumental reason, 

in pathological ascendance. And contra Habermas, this domination 

by instrumental reason is in no way challenged by "communicative 

action.",8 Referring to global urban development, Lyotard stated, "We 

inhabit the megalopolis only to the extent that we declare it uninhabit­

able. Otherwise, we are just lodged there." Also, "with the megalopolis. 

what is called the West realizes and diffuses its nihilism. It is called 

development."'9 

In other words, there may be a way out of the posnnodern cul-de­

sac, at least for some. Those still contained by the Left have a much 

different legacy of failure to jettison-one that obviously transcends 

the "merely" cultural. Discredited and dying as an actual alternative, 

this perspective surely also needs to go. 

Hardt and Negri's Empire:"o will serve as a classic artifact of left­

ism, a compendium of the worn-out and left-over. These self-described 

communist militants have no notion whatsoever of the enveloping cri­

sis. Thus they continue to seek "alternatives within modernity." They 

locate the force behind their communist revolution in "the new produc­

tive practices and the concentration of productive labor on the plastic 

and fluid terrain of the new communicative, biological. and mechani­

cal technologies.":'" The leftist analysis valiantly upholds the heart of 

productionist marxism, in the face of ever-advancing, standardizing. 

destructive technique. Small wonder Hardt and Negri fail to consider 

the pulverization of indigenous cultures and the natural world. or the 

steady worldwide movement toward complete dehumanization. 

Claude Kornoouh considers monstrOus "the idea that progress 

consists in the total control of the genetic stock of all living beings." 

For him, this would amount to an unfreedom "that even the bloodi­

est totalitarianism of the 20th century was not able to accomplish.":":" 

Hardt and Negri would not shrink from such control, since they do not 

question any of its premises. dynamics. or preconditions. 

It is no small irony that the militants of Empire stand exposed for 

the incomprehension of the trajectory of modernity by one of their 

opposite number, Oswald Spengler. As nationalist and reactionary that 
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Why Primitivism? 

Spengler was, The Decline of the J..l1:st is the great masterwork of world 

history. and his grasp of Western civilization's inner logic is uncanny in 

its prescience. 

Especially relevant here are Spengler's judgments, so many decades 

ago, concerning technological development and its social, cultural, 

and environmental impacts. He saw that the dynamic, promethean 

("Faustian") nature of global civilization becomes fully realized as self­

destructive mass society and equally calamitous modern technology. 

The subjugation of nature leads ineluctably to its destruction, and to 

the destruction of civilization. "An artificial world is permeating and 

poisoning the natural. The Civilization itself has become a machine 

that does, or tries to do everything in mechanical terms."�J Civilized 
man is a "perry creator against Nature." " . . .  This revolutionary in the 
world of life . . .  has become the slave of his creature. The Culture, the 

aggregate of artificial, personal. self-made life-forms, develops into a 

close-barred cage . . . . ":14 

Whereas Marx viewed industrial civilization as both reason 

incarnate and a permanent achievement, Spengler saw it as ultimately 

incompatible with its physical environment, and therefore suicid­

ally transitory. "Higher Man is a tragedy. With his graves he leaves 

behind the earth a battlefield and a wasteland. He has drawn plant and 

animal, the sea and mountain into his decline. He has painted the 

face of the world with blood, deformed and mutilated it."�5 Spengler 

understood that "the history of this technics is fast drawing to its 

inevitable c1ose."16 

Theodor Adorno seemed to concur with elements of Spengler's 

thinking: "What can oppose the decline of the west is not a resur­

rected culture but the utopia that is silently contained in the image of 

its decline."�7 Adorno and Horkheimer's Dialectic of Enlightenmenf" has 

a critique of civilization at its core, with its focal image of Odysseus 

forcibly repressing the Sirens' song of eros. Dialectic's central thesis is 

that "the history of civilization is . . .  the history of renunciation."29 As 

Albrecht Wellmer summed it up, "Dialectic of Enlightenment is the the­

ory of an irredeemably darkened modernity."w This perspective, now 

1D5 
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Twilight of the Machines 

continually augmented by confirming data, tends to render irrelevant 
both sources of theory and the logic of progress. If there is no escape 
from a condition we can understand all too well, what more is there 
to say? 

Herbert Marcus€: tried to lay out an escape roure in Eros a.nd Civi­
lization/' by attempting to uncouple civilization from modernity. To 
preserve the "gains" of modernity. the solution is a "non-repressive" 
civilization. Marcus€: would dispense with "surplus repression," imply­

ing that repression itself is indispensable. Since modernity depends on 
production. itself a repressive institution, redefining work as free play 

can salvage both modernity and civilization. I find this an implausible. 
even desperate defense of civilization. Marcuse fails to refute Freud's 
view that civilization cannot be reformed. 

Freud argued in Civilization and Its Discontents that non-repressive 
civilization is impossible, because the foundation of civilization is a 
forcible ban on instinctual freedom and eros. To introduce work and 
culture, the ban must be permanently imposed. Since this repression 

and its constant maintenance are essential to civilization, universal civ­
ilization brings universal neurosis)" Durkheim had already noted that 

as humankind "advances" with civilization and the division of labor, 
"the general happiness of society is decreasing."B 

As a good bourgeois, Freud justified civilization on the grounds that 
work and culture are necessary and that civilization enables humans to 
survive on a hostile planet. "The principal task of civilization, its actual 
raison d'ette, is to defend us against nature." And further, "But how 

ungrateful. how short-sighted after all to strive for the abolition of civi­
lization! What would then remain would be a state of nature, and that 
would be far harder to bear."}4 

Possibly civilization's most fundamental ideological underpin­
ning is Hobbes' characterization of the pre-civilized state of nature as 
"nasty, brutish, and short." Freud subscribed to this view, of course, as 
did Adorno and Horkheimer. 

Since the mid-196os there has been a paradigm shift in how 
anthropologists understand prehistory, with profound implications 
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Why Primitivism? 

for theory. Based on a solid body of archaeological and ethnographic 

research, mainstream anthropology has abandoned the Hobbesian 

hypothesis. Life before or outside civilization is now defined more 

specifically as social existence prior to domestication of animals and 

plants. Mounting evidence demonstrates that before the Neolithic 

shift from a foraging or gatherer-hunter mode of existence to an agri­

cultural lifeway, most people had ample free time. considerable gender 

autonomy or equality, an ethos of egalitarianism and sharing, and no 

organized violence. 

A (misleadingly-named) "Man the Hunter" conference at the 

University of Chicago in 1966 launched the reversal of the Hobbes­

ian view. which for centuries had provided ready justification for all 
the repressive institutions of a complex, imperia1izing Western culture. 

Supporting evidence for the new paradigm has come forth from archae­

ologists and anthropologists such as Marshall Sahlins. Richard B. Lee, 

Adrienne Zihlman, and many others; these studies are widely available, 

and now form the theoretical basis for everything from undergraduate 

courses to field research. 

Archaeologists continue to uncover examples of how our Paleo­

lithic forbears led mainly peaceful, egalitarian, and healthy lives for 

about two million years. The use of fire to cook tuberous vegetables as 

early as 1.9 million years ago, and long distance sea travel 800,000 
years ago, are two findings among many that testify to an intelligence 

equal to our own.36 

Genetic engineering and imminent human cloning are just the 

most current manifestations of a dynamic of control and domination 

of nature that humans set in motion 10,000 years ago, when our ances­

tors began to domesticate animals and plants. In the 400 generations 

of human existence since then, all of narural life has been penetrated 

and colonized at the deepest levels, paralleling the controls that have 

been ever more thoroughly engineered at the social level. Now we can 
see this trajectory for what it really is: a transformation that inevita­

bly brought all-enveloping destruction, that was in no way necessary. 

Significantly, the worldwide archaeological record demonstrates that 

1D7 
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Twilight of the Machines 

Immersion in virtual reality is a particularly virulent strain of this 

pathology because of the degree of interactivity and self-representa­

tion involved. Never has the built environment depended so crucially 

on our participation, and never before has this participation been so 

potentially totalizing. With its appeal as, literally, a second life, a sec­

ond world, it is The Matrix-one that we ourselves are to continually 

pay to reproduce. Heinz Pagels' description of the symbolic, in general. 

certainly applies to virrual reality: in denying "the immediacy of reality 

and in creating a substitute we have but spun another thread in the web 

of our grand iIIusion."'1 This use of cyberspace takes representation to 

new levels of self-enclosure and self-domestication. 

Spengler's survey of Western civilization led him to conclude 
that "an artificial world is permeating and poisoning the natural. The 

civilization itself has become a machine that does, or tries to do, every­

thing in mechanical fashion."') Second Life, Google Earth. etc., with 

their graphics cards and broadband connections are sophisticated and 

enticing escape hatches. but it's still the same basic machine orienta­

tion. And VR, as David Gclernter happily proclaimed, "is the sort of 

instrument that modern life demands."'� 

Born of military research and the entertainment industry, Virrual 

Reality depends on us for its projected role throughout society. Real vir­

tuality will be the norm when it infects various spheres, but only with 

our active consent. Wittgenstein felt that "it is not absurd e.g. to believe 

that the age of science and technology is the beginning of the end for 

humanity."'s Science and technology are the greatest triumphs of civili­

zation. and the point is more grimly apparent than ever. 
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Breaki n g  Poi nt? 
The rapidly mounting toll of modern life is worse than we could 

have imagined. A metamorphosis rushes onward, changing the texture 

of living, the whole feel of things. In the not-so-distant past this was 

still only a partial modification; now the Machine converges on us, 

penetrating morc and more to the core of our lives, promising no escape 

from its logic. 

The only stahle continuity has been that of the body, and that has 

become vulnerable in unprecedented ways. We now inhabit a culture, 

according to Furedi' . of high anxiety that borders on a state of outright 

panic. Postmodern discourse suppresses articulations of suffering, a 

facet of its accommodation to the inevitability of further, systematic 

desolation. The prominence of chronic degenerative diseases makes a 

chilling parallel with the permanent erosion of all that is healthy and 

life-affirming inside industrial culrure. That is, maybe the disease can 

be slowed a bit in its progression, but no overall cure is imaginable in 

this context-which created the condition in the first place. 

As much as we yearn for community, it is all but dead. McPherson, 

Smith-Lovin and Brashears tell us that 19 years ago, the typical Ameri­

can had three close friends; now the number is two. Their national 

study also reveals that over this period of time, the number of people 

without one friend or confidant has tripled.:>. Census figures show a 

correspondingly sharp rise in single-person households, as the techno­

culture-with its vaunted "connectivity"-grows steadily more isolat­

ing, lonely and empty. 

In Japan "people simply aren't having sex" and the suicide rate has 

been rising rapidly.) Hikikimori, or self-isolation, finds over a million 
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Twilight of the Machines 

young people staying in their rooms far years. Where the technoculrure 

is most developed, levels of stress, depression and anxiety are highest. 

Questions and ideas can only become currents in the world inso­

far as reality, external and internal, makes that possible. Our present 

state, devolving toward catastrophe, displays a reality in unmistakable 

terms. We are bound for a head-on collision between urgent new ques­

tions and a totality-global civilization-that can provide no answers. 
A world that offers no future. but shows no signs of admitting this 

fact, imperils its own future along with the life, health, and freedom of 

all beings on the planet. Civilizations rulers have always squandered 

whatever remote chances they had to prepare for the end of life as they 

know it, by choosing to ride the crest of domination, in all its forms. 
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It has become clear to some that the depth of the expanding cri­

sis, which is as massively dehumanizing as it is ecocidal. stems from 
the cardinal institutions of civilization itself. The discredited promises 

of Enlightenment and modernity represent the pinnacle of the grave 

mistake known as civilization. There is no prospect that this Order will 

renounce that which has defined and maintained it, and apparently 

little likelihood that its various ideological supporters can face the facts. 

If civilization's collapse has already begun, a process now unofficially 

but widely assumed, there may be grounds for a widespread refusal or 

abandonment of the reigning totality. Indeed, its rigidity and denial 

may be setting the stage for a cultural shift on an unprecedented scale, 

which could unfold rapidly. 

Of course, a paradigm shift away from this entrenched, butvulner­

able and fatally flawed system is far from unavoidable. The other main 

possibility is that too many people, for the usual reasons (fear, inertia, 

manufactured incapacity, etc.) will passively accept reality as it is, until 

it's too late to do anything but try to deal with collapse. It's noteworthy 

that a growing awareness that things are going wrong, however incho­

ate and individualized, is fuelled by a deep. visceral unease and in many 

cases, acute suffering. This is where opportunity resides. From this 

new perspective that is certainly growing, we find the work of confront­

ing what faces us as a species, and removing the barriers to planetary 
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Breaking Point? 

survival. The time has come for a wholesale indiconenr of civilization 

and mass society. It is at least possible that, in various modes, such a 

judgment can undo the death-machine before destruction and domes­

tication inundate everything. 

Although what's gone before helps us understand our cur­

rent plight, we now live in obvious subjection, on a plainly greater 

scale than heretofore. The enveloping techno-world that is spread­

ing so rapidly suggests movement toward even deeper control of 

every aspect of our lives. Adorno's assessment in the 19605 is prov­

ing valid today: "Eventually the system will reach a point-the word 

that provides the social cue is 'integration'-where the universal 

dependence of all moments on all other moments makes the talk 

of causality obsolete. It is idle to search for what might have been 

a cause within a monolithic society. Only that society itself remains 

the cause."4 

A totality that absorbs every "alternative" and seems irreversible. 

Totalitarian. It is its own justification and ideology. Our refusal, our call 

to dismantle all this, is metwith fewer and fewer countervailing protests 

or arguments. The bottom-line response is more along the lines of "Yes, 

your vision is good. true, valid; but this realitywill never go away." 

None of the supposed victories over inhumanity have made the 

world safer, not even just for our own species. All the revolutions have 

only tightened the hold of domination, by updating it. Despite the 

rise and fall of various political persuasions, it is always production 

that has won; technological systems never retreat, they only advance. 

We have been free or autonomous insofar as the Machine requires for 

its functioning. 

Meanwhile, the usual idiotic judgments continue. "We should be 

free to use specific technologies as tools without adopting technology 

as Iifestyle."s "The worlds created through digital technology are real to 

the extent that we choose to play their games."6 

Along with the chokehold of power, and some lingering illusions 

about how modernity works, the Machine is faced with worsening 

prospects. It is a striking fact that those who manage the dominant 
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organization of life no longer even attempt answers or positive projec­

tions. The most pressing "issues" (e.g. Global Warming) are simply 

ignored, and propaganda about Community (the market plus isola­

tion), Freedom (total surveillance society), the American Dream (1) is 

so false that it cannot be expected to be taken seriously. 

As Sahlins pointed out, the more complex societies become, the 

less they are able to cope with challenges. The central concern of any 

state is to preserve predictability; as this capacity visibly fails, so do that 

state's chances of survival. When the promise of security wanes, so does 

the last real support. Many studies have concluded that various ecosys­

tems are more likely to suffer sudden catastrophic collapse, rather than 

undergo steady, predictable degradation. The mechanisms of rule just 

might he suhject to a parallel development. 

In earlier times there was room to maneuver. Civilization's forward 

movement was accompanied by a safety valve: the frontier. Large-scale 

expansion of the Holy Roman Empire eastward during the 12th-14th 

centuries, the invasion of the New World after 1500, the Westward 

movement in North America through the end of the 19th century. 

But the system becomes indebted to structures accumulated during 

these movements. We are hostages, and so is the whole hierarchical 

ensemble. The whole system is busy, always in Aux; transactions take 

place at an ever-accelerating rate. We have reached the stage where 

the structure relies almost wholly on the co-optation of forces that 

are more or less outside its control. A prime example is the actual 

assistance given by modernizing leftist regimes in South America. 

The issue is nOt sO much that of the Outcome of neo-liberal econom­

ics in particular, but of the success of the left in power at furthering 

self-managed capital and co-opting indigenous resistance into its 

orbit, in the service of enforcing productivist logic in general. 

But these tactics do not outweigh the fact of an overall mner 

rigidity that puts the future of techno-capital at grave risk. The name 

of the crisis is modernity itself, its contingent, cumulative weight. 

Any regime today is in a situation where every "solution" only 

deepens the engulfing problems. More technology and more coercive 
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force are the only resources to fall back on. The "dark side" of progress 
stands revealed as the definitive face of modern times. 

Theorists such as Giddens and Beck admit that the outer limits of 
modernity have been reached, so that disaster is now the latent charac­
teristic of society. And yet they hold out hope, without predicating basic 
change. that all will be well. Beck, for instance, calls for a democratiza­
tion of industrialism and technological change-carefully avoiding the 
question of why this has never happened. 

There is no reconciliation, no happy ending within this total­
ity. and it is transparently false to claim otherwise. History seems to 

have liquidated the possibility of redemption; its very course undoes 
what has been passing as critical thought. The lesson is to notice how 
much must change to establish a new and genuinely viable direction. 
There never was a moment of choosing; the field or ground of life shifts 
imperceptibly in a multitude of ways, without drama, but to vast effect. 
If the solution were sought in technology, that would of course only 
reinforce the rule of modern domination; this is a major part of the 
challenge that confronts us. 

Modernity has reduced the scope allowed for ethical action, 
cutring off its potentially effective ourlets. But reality, forcing itself 
upon us as the crisis mounts, is becoming proximal and insistent once 
again. Thinking gnaws away at everything, because this situation cor­
rodes everything we have wanted. We realize that it is up to us. Even 
the likelihood of a collapse of the global techno-structure should not 
lure us away from acknowledgement of our decisive potential roles, our 
responsibility to stop the engine of destruction. Passivity, like a defeated 
attitude, will not bring forth deliverance. 

We are all wounded. and paradoxically, this estrangement be­
comes the basis for communality. A gathering of the traumatized 
may be forming. a spiritual kinship demanding recovery. Because we 
can still feel acutely, our rulers can rest no more easily than we do. 
Our deep need for healing means that an overthrow must take 
place. T hat aJone would constirute healing. Things "just go on". 
crearing the catastrophe on every level. People are figuring it out: 
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that things just go on is, in fact, the catastrophe. 

Melissa Holbrook Pierson expressed it this way: "Suddenly now 

it hits, bizarrely easy to grasp. We are inexorably heading for the Big 

Goodbye. It's official! The unthinkable is ready to be thought. It is final­

ly in sight, after all of hum an history behind us. In the pirof what is left 

of your miserable soul you feel it coming, the definitive loss of home, 

bigger than the cause of one person's tears. Yours and mine, the private 

sob, will be joined by a mass crying .... "7 

Misery. Immiseration. Time to get back to where we have never 

quite given up wanting to be. "Stretched and stretched again to the 

elastic limit at which it will bear no more," in Spenglers phrase. 

Enlightenment thought, along with the Industrial Revolu­

tion, began in late 18th century Europe, inaugurating modernity. We 

were promised freedom based on conscious control over our destiny. 

But Enlightenment claims have not been realized, and the whole 

project has turned out to be self-defeating. Foundational elements 

including reason, universal rights and the laws of science were 

consciously designed to jettison pre-scientific. mystical sons of knowl­

edge. Diverse, communally sustained Iifeways were sacrificed in the 

name of a unitary and uniform, law-enforced pattern of living. Kant's 

emphasis on freedom through moral action is rooted in this context, 

along with the French encyclopedists' program to replace traditional 

crafts with more up-to-date technological systems. Kant, by the way, for 

whom property was sanctified by no less than his categorical imperative, 

favorably compared the modern university to an industrial machine 

and its products. 

Various Enlightenment figures debated the pros and cons of 

emerging modern developments, and these few words obviously 

cannot do justice to the topic of Enlightenment. However, it may be 

fruitful to keep this important historical conjunction in mind: the 

nearly simultaneous births of modern progressive thought and mass 

production. Apt in this regard is the perspective of Min Lin: "Conceal­

ing the social origin of cognitive discourses and the idea of certainty 

is the inner requirement of modern Western ideology in order to 
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Breaking Paint? 

justify or legitimate its position by universalizing its intellectual basis 

and creating a new sacred quasi-transcendance." 8 

Modernity is always trying to go beyond itself to a different state, 

lurching forward as if to recover the equilibrium lost so long ago. 

It is bent on changing the future-even its own-because it 

destroys the present. More modernity is needed to heal the wounds 

modernity inflicts ! 

With modernity's stress on freedom, modern enlightened insti­

rutions have in fact succeeded in nothing so much as conformity. 

Lyotard summed up the overall outcome: "A new barbarism, illiteracy 

and impoverishment of language, new poverty, merciless remodeling 

of opinion by media, immiseration of the mind, obsolescence of the 
50ul ."9 Massified, standardizi ng modes , in every area of life, relentlessly 

re-enact the actual control program of modernity. 

"Capitalism did nOt create our world; the machine did. Painstaking 

srudies designed to prove the contrary have buried the obvious beneath 

tons of print."10 Which is not in anyway to deny the centrality of class 

rule, but to remind us that divided society began with division of labor. 

The divided self led directly to divided society. The division of labor is 

the labor of division. Understanding what characterizes modern life 

can never be far from the effort to understand technology's role in our 

everyday lives, just as it always has been. Lyotard judged that "technol­

ogy wasn't invented by humans. Rather the other way around."" 

Goethe's Faust, the first tragedy about industrial development, 

depicted its deepest horrors as stemming from honorable aims. The 

superhuman developer Faust partakes of a drive endemic to modern­

ization, one which is threatened by any trace of otherness/ difference 

in its totalizing movement. 

We function in an ever more homogeneous field, a ground always 

undergoing further uniformitization to promote a single, globalized 

techno-grid. Yet it is possible to avoid this conclusion by keeping one's 

focus on the surface, on what is permitted to exist on the margins. Thus 

some see Indymedia as a crucial triumph of decentralization, and free 

software as a radical demand. This attitude ignores the industrial basis 
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of every high tech development and usage. All the "wondrous tools," 

including the ubiquitous and very toxic cell phone, are more related 

to eco-disastrous industrialization in China and India, for example, 

than to the clean, slick pages of Wired magazine. The salvationist 

claims of Wired are incredible in their disconnected, infantile fantasies. 

Its adherents can only maintain such gigantic delusions by means of 

deliberate blindness not only to technology's systematic destruction of 

nature, but to the global human cost involved: lives filled with toxicity, 

drudgery, and industrial accidents. 

Now there are nascent protest phenomena against the ali-encom­

passing universal system, such as "slow food," "slow cities," "slow roads" . 

People would prefer that the juggernaut give pause and not devour 

the texrure of life. Rut actual degradation is picking up speed. i n  it..<; 

deworlding. disembedding course. Only a radical break will impede its 

trajectory. More missiles and more nukes in more countries is obviously 

another part of the general movement of the technological imperative. 

The specter of mass death is the crowning achievement, the condition 

of modernity. while the posthuman is the coming techno-condition of 

the subject. We are the vehicle of the Megamachine. not its beneficiary, 

held hostage to its every new leap forward. The technohuman condi­

tion looms, indeed. Nothing can change until the technological basis 

is changed, is erased. 

Our condition is reinforced by those who insist-in classic post­

modern fashion-that nature/culture is a false binarism. The natural 

world is evacuated, paved over, to the strains of the surrender-logic that 

nature has always been cultural. always available for subjugation. Koert 

van Mensvoort's "Exploring Next Nature" exposes the domination of 

nature logic, so popular in some quarters: "Our next nature will consist 

of what used to be cultural."u Bye-bye. non-engineered reality. After all, 

he blithely proclaims, nature changes with us. 

This is the loss of the concept of nature altogether-and not just 

the concept! But the sign "nature" certainly enjoys popularity. as the 

substance is destroyed: "exotic" third world culrural products, natu­

ral ingredients in food, etc. Unfortunately, the nature of experience 
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Breaking Point? 

is linked to the experience of nature. When the latter is reduced [0 an 

insubstantial presence, the former is disfigured. Paul Berkett cites Marx 

and Engels to the effect that with communism people will "not only 

feel but also know their oneness with nature," that communism is "the 

unity of being of man with nature." Industrial-technological overcom­

ing as its opposite-what blatant productionist rubbish. Leaving aside 

the communism orientation, however, how much of rodar's Left dis­

agrees with the marxian ode to mass production? Where is any serious 

critique (one with consequences) of the massified, standardized Dead 

Zone that continues to spread evetywhere? 

A neglected insight in Freud's Civilization and its Discontents is the 

suggestion that a deep. unconscious "sense of guilt produced by civi­
lization" causes a growing malaise and dissatisfaction.14 Adorno saw 

that relevant to "the catastrophe that impends is the supposition of an 

irrational catastrophe in the beginning. Today the thwarted possibility 

of something other has shrunk to that of averting catastrophe in spite 

of everything." 

The original, qualitative. utter failure for life on this planet was 

the setting in motion of civilization. EnHghtenment-Hke the Axial 

Age world religions 2000 years before-supplied transcendence for 

the next level of domination, an indispensable support for industrial 

modernity. But where would one now find the source of a transcending. 

justifying framework for new levels of rapacious development? What 

new realm of ideas and values can be conjured up to validate the all­

encompassing ruin of late modernity? There is none. Only the system's 

own inertia; no answers, and no future. 

Meanwhile our context is that of a sociability of uncertainty. The 

moorings of day-co-day stability are being unfastened, as the system 

begins to show multiple weaknesses. When it can no longer guarantee 

security, its end is near. 

Ours is an incomparable historical vantage point. We can easily 

grasp the story of this universal civilization's malignancy. This under­

standing may be a signal strength for enabling a paradigm shift, the 

one that could do away with civilization and free us from the habitual 
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will to dominate. A daunting challenge. to say the least; but recall the 

child who was moved to speak out in the face of collective denial. The 

Emperor was wearing nothing; the spell was broken. 

October 8, 2006 
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Fi n d i n g  Our  Way Back  H ome  
The candles are flickering. Not only has modernity failed; it 

has become a threat to the survival of life on our planet. Genuine 

hope withers as we face modernity's final stage. a totally technicized 

existence. Faith in progress is gone, and the self is now disintegrating 

and dispersing into cyberspace. 

Czeslaw Milosz spoke of the prevailing "logic of precipitous 

decline. one so remarkable in its constancy as to be without histori­

cal analogy.'" A growing number of books [ell us all about modernity's 

enveloping crisis, only CO provide "answers" that in no way depart 

from modernity's framework. Postmodernism has tried to use 

"absence" as its foundational idea, arguing against the possibility of 

unmediared existence, or of attaining another, qualitatively different 

state of being. Postmodern thinkers dare not imagine or acknowl­

edge the more likely foundation of our misery: human alienation or 

"absence" as cause and culmination of mass society on a global and 

unitary scale. 

Any return to life outside of this one must remain forever closed to 

us. Such is the almost unanimous judgment, even though this ban is 

the very condition of civilization's continued existence. 

The void at the core of all this is "addressed" by (among other 

things) consumption. The insatiable hunger of modernity is built-in; 

no amount of re-shuffling the deck-by the Left, for example-can 

change this. Buying. working. anxiety, stress, depression are inherent, 

and exhibit an ever-deepening spiral. Consumption of the very life 

of the land is the way of civilization. Once people felt that historical 

development redeemed us from the meaninglessness of cycles of 
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Twilight of the Machines 

consumption. No longer. To consume is to devour, to hunger always 

in vain, and there is nothing redeeming about it. 

Bur where all is integration into the totality, there is also a fear of 

totality and a different sort of hunger-a yearning for spiritual depth 

and renewal. Our sense of an overwhelming loss of wholeness, mean­

ing, and authenticity drives a new impulse. The age of politics is over, 

because too many people know how pointless it is to continue choosing 

within the prevailing model for living. A few still assert that philosophy 

must chug along, running on conceprual resources compatible with 

our siruation in a thoroughly disenchanted world. But more and more 

people know that this is not enough; that it is, in fact, intolerable. 

Where do we look for rescue? Our predicament points us toward 

a solution. The crisis of modernity is, in a very hasic sense, a failure 

of vision in which our disembodied life-world has lost its "place" in 

existence. We no longer see ourselves within the webs and cycles of 

narure. The loss of a direct relationship to the world terminates a once 

universal human understanding of our oneness with the natural world. 

The principle of relatedness is at the heart of indigenous wisdom: tra­

ditional intimacy with the world as the immanent basis of spiritual­

ity. This understanding is an essential and irreplaceable foundation of 

human health and meaningfulness. 

Only if these ties are re-established can a spiriruality that mat­

ters return. Religion, a contrived human projection (cf. Feuerbach, 

Nietzsche, Freud, et al.) is no substirute. Tom Porter, Mohawk, put it 

succinctly: "Now we have religion whereas before we had a way oflife.".1 

Every ideology is likewise founded on that loss of kinship with a prior 

world, that primary alienation from narure. 

Novalis and Nietzsche both referred to philosophy as a kind 

of homesickness, the desire to be everywhere at home. Now we are 

nowhere at home. But our lament. our mourning for lost connection 

is only pointless suffering until it is linked to a reversal of our course. 

Modernity takes us ever further from home, and denies that any home­

coming is conceivable. Yet the ensuing nihilism is urging into presence 

a new spirirual dimension that uncovers pathways that could lead 
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Finding Our Way Back Home 

us back-pathways that have been systematically hidden from sight 

during 10,000 years of civilization. 

It is becoming roo obvious that what bars our way is our failure ro 

put an end to the reigning institutions and illusions. We must allow 

ourselves to see what has happened to us, including the origins of this 

disaster. At the same time we realize that true revolt is inspired by the 

realization that it is not impossible to bring the disaster to a halt, to 

imagine and strike out in new directions-to find our way back home. 

Productionism or the primitive future, twO materialities. One 

brought on by the extinguishing of spirit, the other by embracing spirit 

in its earth-based reality. The voluntary abandonment of the industrial 

mode of existence is not self-renunciation, but a healing return. Turn­

ing from this worlds present state and direction, let's look for guidance 

from those who have continued to live spiritually within nature. Their 

example shows what we need to make our way to what still awaits, all 

around us. 
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Notes 

Plautus, Jrd cenwry B.C. Eisenstadt's is the best essay on the overall topic that I have found. 

oj The fate of domestic hand-loom weavers almost three millennia later comes to mind; 
the independent weaver household was overwhelmed by the factory system of the Industrial 

Revolution. 
'. It is a striking irony that Niel%5che named his archetypal "beyond good and evil" figurt' 

Zarathustm. 
'. Vilho Harle, IclC(fS of SIXi,,! Oreler i1l the Ancient World (Westport. CT: Greenwood Press, 

1998), p. 18. 

,6 Spengler, op. cit., PP 168, 205. 

'7V. Nikiprowetzky, " Ethical Monotheism," lAleda/us 104 (1975), pp 80-81 . 
•• Jacob Neusner, The Soci,.1 Studies of Judaism: Essays ami Reflections, vol. 1 (Atlanta: Schol­

ars Prt'ss, 1985), p. 71. 

0' Paolo Sacchi, The History of the SecQnd Temple Period (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press 

Ltd .. 2000). p. 87. 
,0 Ibid., PP 99-100 . 

.. Frederick Klemm. A History of J#stern Technology (New York: Charles Scribners Sons, 
1959), p. 2S. 

H Charles Singer. E.J. Holmyard and A.R. Hall. eds.,A History of Technology. vol. 1 (Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 1954), p. 40S. 
'J C. Osborne Ward. TheAncient Lowly, vol. I (ChicaBo: Charles KelT, ISSS), Chapter V . 

... Ludwig Edelstein. The /dell of Progress in Clllssimi Antiquity (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1967). PP 15-16. 
" Ibid .. p.}. 

,6 Romila Thapar. ··Ethics. Religion. and Social Protest in India." [)qedfl/us (104), 1975. p. 
122. See also pp llS-l2l. 

>, For example. Vibha Tripathi. ed .• Archaeometallurgy;n India (Delhi: Sharada Publishing 

House. 1995). especially Vijay Kumar. �Social Implications ofTechnology." 

.. See Greg Bailey and Ian Mabbet. The Sociology of Eurry Buddh ism (Cambridge: Cam­
bridge University Press. 2004), pp IS-21. Bailey and Mabhet. it should be said. see more of the 
picture than just this aspect. 

>9 Thapar, op. cir .. p. 125. 

)0 Bailey and Mabber,op. cit., p.}. 
l' Joseph Needham, Science and Civilization in China. vol. 2 (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni­

versity Press. 1962), PP 99-100, I19· 
" Spengler, op. c;/., p. 356. 

5: ALONE TOGETHER: THE WY AND ITS INMATES 
, Joseph Grange, The City: An Urbrm Cosmology (Albany: State University of New York 

Press. 1999). p. xv. 
> Edward Relph, p/uCe' cmd p/ace/essness (London: Pion Ltd., 1976), p. 6. 

) Meanwhile, phenomena such as " Old Town" areas and historical districts distract from 

tedium and standardization, but also underline these denning urban characteristics. The pat­
ented superficiality of postmodcrn architecture underlines it as well . 

• Max Weber, The City, translated by Don Martindale and Gertrud Neuwirth (Glencoe, IL: 

TIl\' Fc!;'l' Prl'!>'!>'. 1955), p. II. 
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' ibid., p. 21 

6 Lewis Mumford. The Culture ofCiries (New York: Harcourt. Brace and Company. 1938). 
p. 6. For all of the valid historical content. Mumford can also lapse into absurdity. e.g. "the city 
should be an organ of love .... " in The City in History (New York, Harcourt, Brace. 1961), p.575. 

' Michel de Certeau, The Certeau RMder, edited by Graham Ward (London: Blackwell Pub-
lishers. 2000). p. 103. 

I Stanley Diamond, In Search of the Primitive (New Brunswick, NJ: Transacrion Books. 
1974), p. 7-

� ibid . •  p. I. 
,0 Andrew SheITatt, Economy lind Society in Prehistoric EI/rope (Princeton: Princeton Uni­

versity Press. 1997), p. 362. 

n Arnold Toynbee. Cities on theMove (New York: Oxford University Press. 1970). p. 173 . 
.. Nicolas Chamfort. quoted in James A. Clapp. The City, A DictiolllllY of QllOlflble Thought 

on Cilie5 and Urb(ln Lifo (New Brunswick. NJ� Center for Urban Policy Research, 1984), p. 51. 
'l Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Emile, translated by Allan Bloom (New York: Basic Books, 

1979)' p. 355· 
'. Richard Sennen, Flesh and Stone: the Body find the City in We�tem CivifizCltion (New York: 

W.W. Norton, 1994), p. 23. 
" Friedrich Engels, The Condition of tile Working CICl5$ in England (St. Albans: Panther 

Press, 1969), p. 7S. 
,6 Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy inAmerira v. 2 (New York, Vintage, 1963), p. 141. 
" Walter Benjamin, lfIuminations, translated by 1·larry Zahn (New York: Schocken Books, 

1969). p. 1]4. 
,. Kurt H. Wolff. lnr Sociology ofGcorgSimmel (New York: The Free Press. 19S0). p. 413. 
'9 Karl Marx, Glllllrlrisse (New York, Vintage, 1973). p. 479-
.0 A typical and apposite work is Richard Harris, Creeping Conformity; How Canada Became 

SUbUrb(lll, 1900-1960 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2004). 
i> Very pertinent is Michael Bull, Sounding Out lhe City: Personcd Stereo5 uml the AfclIlclgement 

ofEveryd(lY Life (New York, Oxford University PI1'SS, 2000) . 
.. This is not only true in the West. In Arabic civilization. for example, madaniyya. or 

civilization, comes from madine, which means city . 
• , Julia Kristeva, Stf'flngers to Ourselves (New York: Columbia University PI1'SS, 1991), p. 

"Toynbee. op.cit.. p. 196 
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., Jacques Ellul, The Politiml J1/usion (New York: Alfred A. Knopr. 1967). p. 43. 
,6 James Baldwin, Nobody Knows My Nmne (New York, The Dial Press, 1961), p. 6s. 
'1 Peter Marruse and Ronald van Kempm. editors, Of States (/lid Citie,; rht Partioning of 

UrbCIIl Space (New York, Oxford University Press, 2002), p. vii. 
>I John Habberton, Our Countrys Future (Philadelphia: International Publishing Com­

pany, 1889), citcd in Clapp. op.ril. . p. lOS 
.� Kai N. Lee, �urban Sustainability and [he Limits of Classical Environmentalism," in 

Environment (Inri Urbnni;wtion 18:1 (April 2006), p. 9. 
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' Quoted by Mikhail Harbameier, "Inventions of Writing;' in Slale and Society, eds.John 
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Cyborgs (New-York: Oxford University Press, 2003). 
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pp 274-295. 
'0 Thoodor W. Adorno, Ncgulivr Diulcelies (New York: Continuum, 1997), p. 1<). 
" Claude Merleau-Ponty, quoted by Leonard Lawlor, "Merleau-Ponty and Derrida: La 

Differance," in Ecart und Diffirnnce: Merle,.u-Ponly 'lnd Durid,. on Seeing und writing (Atlantic 
Highland, N.J.: Humanities Press. 1997), p. 106 

II: GLOBALIZATION AND ITS APOLOGISTS: AN ABOLITIONIST PERSPECTIVE 
' Anthony King, "Baudrillards Nihilism and the End of Thoory," TELOS 112 (Summer 

1998) . 
• Patrick Brandinger, "Apocalypse 2001; or. What Happens after Posthistory?" CultuMI 

Critique 39 (Spring 1998). 
ITo speak in renns of a supposedly "unfinished projen" of idealized moderniry is bizarre­

ly out of touch with reality . 
• The globalizarion of the dominanr culture is revealed in "The Culture of Globalization" 

by Klaus Muller (Museum N�s, May-June 2003). Eighteen of the world's leading museums, 
including the Louvre, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Hennitage. announced in 
Decembet 2002 that artifncts of various cultures must be available to an internationo.l public. 
and therefore would not be returned. even if they had been seized during colonial rule. 

, Christine McMurran and Roy Smith, Diseases of Globalization (Earthscan Publications 
Ltd.: London, 2001) discusses deteriorating conditions. 

6 See Joost Van Loon. Risk find Tcdwologiml Culture: Towunis a Sociology ofVirnlcncc (Rout­
ledge: London, 2002). 

, Manuel Casrells, The Internet C,.luxy (Oxford University Press: New York, 2002), p. 

I Rob Shields, The Virtufll (Routledge: London, 2003), p. 212. 
9 Lee Silver proposes an extropian and horrific solution: the bionic transfer of the sense 

organs of bats. dogs, spiders, etc. in Remaking Eden: How Generic Engineering and Cloning Will 
Trunsfonn lMArneri,"n Family (Avon Books: New York, 1997), For his parr, Gregory Srock sees 
no likely opposition to such grotesqueries. "To 'protect' ourselves from the future reworking of 
our biology would require a research blockade of molecular genetics or even a general rollback 
of rechnology."-from Redesigning Humans: Our Inellitable Genetic Future (Houghton Mifflin: 
New York. 2002). p. 6. 

,,, Boris Groys, "The Insider is Curious, the Outsider is Suspicious," in Geen Lovink,ed., 
UncunnyNtllVorks: Dhdoguts in Virtua'Inlelligentsiu (MIT Press: Cambridge, 2002), p. 260. 

"Andrew Feenberg. Trull$fonlling Technology (Oxford University Press: New York, 2002), 
p.190, 

,. D. Urquhart. rorniliur Words (London 1855), quoted in Marx:, Capital ), p. 363. 
'I Adam Smith,An Inquiry into rhe Nature and Causes of the �U:alth of Nations [1776] (Mod­

ern Library: New York. 1937), pp 734-740 . 
.. �The great leap backward," according to Lionel Tiger and Robin Fox, The ImfH!riaIAni­

mal (Holr, Rinehart and Winsron: New York, 1971), p. 126. 
" Mark C. Taylor, TheA-1oment of Complexity: Emerging Nctwork Culture (University of Chi­

cago Press: Chicago, 2001), p. 4. 
,� Katherine Hayles. How we Became Posthumun (University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 

1998), p. 106. 
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" Hayles, ibid., p. z85. 
'. Hayles, ibid .. p. 246. The occasional assertion by such commentators that this reality is 

ar the same time being "highly contested" is the height of irony, as is the mandatory repeated 

use of the buzzword "body" in virrually every postmodern work of the 1990S. 
'�Very helpful here is Lorenzo Simpson, Tcchnology, Time, rind the Convtrsfltions of AIOfle,... 

nity (New-York: Routledge, 1995) . 
• 0 Mohammed A. Bamyeh, The Ends of Gfolxilizfltion (University of M innesotR Press: Min-

neapolis. 2000), p. 100 . 
., Scorr Lash, Critiqflt of Information (Sage: london, zooz), p. 220. 
" lash, ibid., p. l. 

1) 1. Bluhdorn, "Ecological Modernisation and Post-EcologiSt Politics," in G. Spaargaren, 

A.P.J. Mohl. and F. Burtel. eds., Environment fwd GlobnlModemity (Sage: London, 2000) . 
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•• Geoffery Harrman, Scars of the Spin"t (PalgraveIMacmillan: New York, Z002), p. 1)7. 
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d See Theda Skocpol, Diminishtd Democracy: From Membership roMana8f'ment in American 
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·' Taylor. op_cit.. p. 2)2. 
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Albany, 2002). 
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Notes 

9 Michel Houlebeeg. us Pflrlic:u/es E/cmen/uires (Paris, 1998). More prosaically. Zygmunt 
Bauman, LiquidModernity (Cambridge. 2000) and Pierre Bordieu. Contre-foux: propos pour str­
vin; /(1 resistance (onlre l'im4lsion neo-fibCm/e (Paris. 1998). especially p. 97. characterize modern 
society along these lines. 

". Michel Foucault, "What is Enlightt'nmem?" in The FOUC4Uft Reader, ed. Paul Rabinow 
(New York, 1984), pp. 4?-48. 
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'J John Zer.zan, "The Catastrophe of Poslmodemism," FI/IIlIY Primitive (New York, 1994). 
'. Daniel R. White, Poslmodern Ecology (Albany, 1998), p. 198. Bordieu refelTt'd to uthe 

futility of the strident calls of 'postmodem' philosophers for the 'suppression of dualism.' 
These dualisms deeply rooted in things (structures) and in bodies, do not spring from a simple 
effect of verbal naming and cannot be abolished by an act of performarive magic. .. "-Pierre 
Bordieu.MrlSCuline Domimltion (Stanford, 2001), p. to}. 

'} Mike Michael, Reconnecting Cullure, Technology (lnd Nrrture (London, 2000), p. 8. The 
ritle itself is testimony to the surrender to domination . 

. � lain Chambers, Culture After HumnniSJtl (London, 2002), pp. 122.41. 
I] Recent titles in various fields indicate a shift. For example, Calvin o. Schmg and the TIIS� 

of Philosophy After Postmodernity, cds. Martin Beck Matunic and William L. McBride(Evanston, 
IL, 2002) and r'l1mily Theropy beyond Poslmodernism by Carmel Flukas (New York, 2002).A[ter 
Poststructurolism: Writing the Intellectual History of Theory. ed�. lilormma Rajan and Michael J. 
Driscoll (Toronto, 2002) is haunted by themes of origins and the primitive. 
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