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LETTERS

ACK IN 1985, WAS GIVEN AN ISSUE

of Twilight Zone Magazine as a

present when I was laid up in a

hospital after an operation. It

was given to me since I'd always liked

the series. I found your magazine had

stories that were ideally suited for the

short bursts of strength I had during my

recovery. 1 loved the magazine, and

soon took out my own subscription so

I wouldn't miss an issue. Since then, I

have read every issue from cover to

cover. (My favorite story was “Dreams

of Drowning,"by Wells Lord Hough. I

hope to see more of his worls in your
magazine.) Keep up the good work.

SusaN M. SkiBBA

Milwaukee, WI

I HAVE BEEN READING TWILIGHT ZONE FOR
so long,I can't remember when I started.
It is my favorite magazine,and the only
one I've continued subscribing to since I
went back to school for a “mid-life
career change.”

You've run many wonderful stories

that have continued to haunt me months

—even years—after I've read them. I
also love your book reviews,and I find
your excerpts from novels just fantastic.
(I couldn’t wait for Swan Song to come
out after reading your preview.)

The stories I care for least are the
traditional ones where I know the pro-
tagonist is going to endure some ter-
rible fate in the end.

But, by and large, I'm hooked.
Keep ‘em coming!

NAaNcY PRresToN
Lynwood, CA

I THOUGHT I'D WRITE YOU A LETTER AND
tell you what I felt about your maga-
zine. First,I'll start with what 1did like.
I love the TZ scripts. They are very in-
teresting, and I try to watch for the
ones I've read to come on television;
it's neat to see how they are done. I
also love the non-fiction features you
have. The film previews and articles
on strange phenomena are consistently
refreshing.

The fantasy fiction stories are also
a favorite of mine. But here comes the

10 TWILIGHT ZONE

problem. The bulk of your fiction
seems to be horror. I prefer the TZ
“fantasy” stories that make you think —
the ones that express an interesting

" idea—far more than the horror stories

where some innocent victim suffers. |
also never know whether a story will
be horror or fantasy (maybe you could
put them in different sections?).
KAREN BoYER
Sterling, MA

THANK YOU FOR RESUMING PUBLICATION OF
Rod Serling's Twilight Zone teleplays in
the magazine. I let my subscription lapse
for a while, but now have renewed it.
Serling's work helped fire and
shape my imagination when I was grow-
ing up —1I suspect the same is true for a
lot of us in our mid-forties—and I've
been very pleased to see my children
enjoying the Twilight Zone rebroadcasts.
Thank you again for bring this
original work back to life.
COREY PHELPS
Des Moines, 1A

A WELL-INTENTIONED FRIEND OF MINE ASKED
me the other day what TZ has that
makes me buy it so faithfully. First, let
me tell you what you don't have. You
don’t have the most information on the
latest sci-fi megaturkeys. To be honest,
the movie mags do that better, especial-
ly since you dropped your color sec-
tion. (Bring it back!) You don't have the
goriest pictures. You don't even have
the most short stories. (Other maga-
zines give you more words of fiction
for your dollar.)

But the stories you do have get to
me in ways others don't. (“Wolf Trap-
ping” in the latest issue literally kept me
up all night!) More important, you take
my favorite kind of entertainment more
seriously than anybody else does.

Here's what I mean: Each time I
finish an issue, 1 feel like I've had a
great party with a bunch of really
strange people who like me,and want to
talk about things that they liked (or
hated —that's just as good) with me.
You guys really think about what you
put into each issue (unlike some brain-

dead publications I could name.)

If T had one complaint (or request,
rather), it would be that you do less
about more things. I'd like your opinions
on everything that's going on in fantasy
and horror these days — movies, artwork,
games, conventions. I'd also like to see
short articles on the different kinds of
fantasy out there. (It's easy to get lost.)
But I guess that would take twice as
many pages, and I can barely afford to
buy each issue as it is! Never mind.

Anyway, thanks for giving me
something to look forward to. (Loved the
“Drowning Man” cover, by the way!)

MecaN COOPER
Lakeland, LA

TO MANY OF US WHO GREW UP WATCHING
The Twilight Zone, and continue to
watch it in endless reruns, Rod Serling
has become something of a mythical
figure. In “Return of the Zone” (Feb 89),
J. Michael Straczynski casually drops
the names of two “lost” Twilight Zone
outlines by Rod Serling that will not be
produced for the current series. Just
reading the titles, “The Theatre” and
“Osgood and the Warlock,” is enough to
make a Serling fan’s mouth water, and
mind wonder.

Some of the new episodes have
been disappointing, but overall TZ3
looks promising. (“The Hellgrammite
Method” would have made a great
Night Gallery). Mr. Straczynski's “in-
sider’s view” has made watching the
show a much more enjoyable experi-
ence for me.

TiMoTHY M. WALTERS
Muskogee, OK

We welcome letters on any subject of
interest to our readers. All letters must
contain your name and address and are
assumed to be intended for publication,
unless you request otherwise. Letters
submitted become the property of the
Publisher, and we reserve the right to
edit them for length or suitability. Send let-
ters to TZ LETTERS DEPARTMENT, 401
Park Avenue Soutn, New York, NY
10016-8802.
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Dance a Cemetery Dance with Joe R
Lansdale, Richard Christian Matheson, Thomas F.
Monteleone, William Relling Jr., David B. Silva, and
Steve Rasnic Tem . . . i

If you like Twilight Zone, you'll love Cemetery Dance,
featuring unique tales of dark fantasy by today's top best-sellers,
plus the best of the young "splatter punks." Each issue is jam-
packed with fiction, interviews, news and reviews, like our debut
issue, in which you'll meet David B. Silva, editor of The Horror
Show and author of Come Thirteen, up close and personal in a
brand new interview. Then, read "Fury's Child," Silva's latest
chilling masterpiece. Plus, there's Steve Rasnic Tem's "The
Double," Bentley Little's "The Janitor," and 9 more modern clas-
sics of the supernatural! Place your order today because they're
going fast, and they're sure to become collector's items!

Butwait, there's more! After you've devoured our debut
issue, you'll want to watch your mailbox for our special All-Pro
Issue, featuring 8 new stories by your favorite best-selling au-
thors! Allthis,and you'll also receive a free issue of Nb News, the
official New blood Magazine subscriber newsletter, when you
subscribe to Cemetery Dance.

Cemetery Dance, P.O. Box 189, Riverdale, MD 20737 - Please make check or m.o. payable to Richard Chizmar only.
I want to subscribe to CD for:
[ One Year - 3 Issues - Only $11.00 [ Two Years - 6 Issues - Only $20.00 [ A Single Issue - $4.00

Name
Address City State Zip
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13 Jeter’s
writing is
impressive,
intense, vivid,
and unflinch-
ingly honest.”
—RAMSEY CAMPBELL
OF THE DEAD is
so powerful, it’s
numbing. Jeter's
prose is lean as
a scalpel and

cuts to the bone.”
—JOE LANSDALE

IN THE LAND

OF THE DEAD

By K.W. Jeter
' $3.95 @ ONYX |
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26 JUST ANOTHER PERFECT DAY by John Varley
What if today were really the first day of your life?
34 TZ FIRST: MAGGIE by Dan Bennett
Only she knew the secret of the perfect gift.
38 TZ FIRST: SPUDS by Terry Runté
His side dish refused to stay on the sidelines.
42 THE CARNIVAL by Charles Beaumont
A carnival's magic may sometimes turn dark and strange.
58 TIMED EXPOSURE by Richard Christian Matheson
The camera’s eye can reveal more than one wants to see.
62 EXODUS: 22:18 by Nancy Baker
Hed vowed to destroy the Queen of Darkness.

; m

22 RETURN OF THE ZONE: PART 5 by J. Michael Straczynski
The final chapter of our series on the new Twilight Zone TV show.
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Beaumont Lives! A Special Tribute
48 REMEMBERING CHARLES BEAUMONT by Roger Anker
A look back at one of The Twilight's Zone's most brilliant writers,
54 YOUR THREE MINUTES ARE UP by George Clayton Johnson
A long-distance call from an old friend.

66 ROD SERLING'S NIGHT GALLERY: PART 11
by Kathryn Drennan and J. Michael Straczynski
Our continuing guide to Serling’s second fantasy series.
79 TZ TELEPLAY: NOTHING IN THE DARK
by George Clayton Johnson
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