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PREFACE

THE form of this commentary upon The Acts of the Apostles
requires some words of explanation. Instead of breaking
up the comment into disjointed notes, an attempt has been made
to give a continuous interpretation which the reader can read
straight on without interruption, just as he would read the book
of The Acts itself. The aim has been simply to ascertain the
meaning of the original text and to add the necessary infor-
mation. Thus the commentary is practically a paraphrase of
The Acts, in which the words of the text commented upon are
distinguished by being printed in italics, and such general
information or discussion as is required from time to time is
inserted in the paraphrase in separate paragraphs: farther
illustration which the reader can leave on one side is relegated
to footnotes. If, however, this method on the one hand aims
at consulting the reader’s convenience, on the other it is liable
to err on the side of length and repetition, from which faults
this commentary can hardly claim to be free. In the choice of
this method, the idea was not absent that the book might not
only serve the purpose of a commentary upon a text, but be in
some small way a contribution to early church history.

The readers kept in view have been, in accordance with the
general intention of the series, the educated English public
who are not, technically speaking, ‘scholars’ or ‘students’:
and this has carried with it some consequences. Thus the use
of Greek has been avoided as much as possible. Again, as the
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aim has been simply to ascertain the meaning of the te
it has not been thought necessary to discuss or even to menti
all the rejected interpretations of a passage, or to give the histc
of the various views. Of course it is not always possible |
the commentator himself to understand the meaning of a passa
or to make up his mind between rival views, and therefc
discussion at times is necessary. But I would refer those reade
who desire a full exegesis of the text to the exhaustive co:
mentary upon 7he Acts which has recently issued from t
pen of Professor Knowling in The Expositor’s Greek Testame
(Hodder and Stoughton, 1900): I do not think that the mer
of this work can be better described than by the wo
‘exhaustive.’ The same reason has also led me to abstain frc
giving much reference to authorities. For this I may be blame
But I do not advance any claim to originality, and studen
will without difficulty recognize the chief sources of the vier
adopted or information given. Perhaps, however, I ought
make special mention of the names of Professor Blass' ar
Professor Ramsay®.

It will also be evident that the investigation of critic
questions is beyond the scope of a work of this characte
Accordingly I have not discussed the various theories as to tl
composition of 7he Acts which have been recently advanced i
Germany or elsewhere. For my own part a careful study of th
text by itsclf, apart from commentaries, has left upon my min
a deep impression of the unity of the book. It is true ths
in The Acts there can be detected differences of style an
language, pointing to different sources or authorities whic
have been finally put together by the hands of some compile
But the remarkable coincidences and similarities of dictio
which are to be found throughout shew that the final edito

1 in particular for his commentary, published at Gottingen, 1895, and for hi
edition of the Acts in its * Roman form,’ Leipzio, 1896. 2 in particular for hf
Church in the Roman Empire (Hodder and Btoughton, 1893) and Paul the Travells
and Roman Citisen (H. and B. 1895); and also for the Cities and Bishoprics q
Phrygia (Clarendon Press, 1895-7).
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was no mere compiler but an author, who has either freely
revised, or written down in his own language, the information
supplied to him : the selection of incident, moreover, and the
arrangement of the different parts of the book, shew that he
was an author with a personality of his own which is impressed
upon his work. Further, it is no less evident to me that this
author must be the same as the final editor of 7he Gospel
according to S. Luke: and, as will appear in the Introduction,
I can find no adequate reasons for calling in question the
testimony of tradition that this writer was S. Luke. Having
this conviction, I have thought it sufficient—and sufficiently
honest to the reader—to call attention in the commentary to
the more obvious differences of style, at the same time vindicating
their compatibility with the Lucan authorship, and to leave to
scholars the fuller investigation of the sources of The Acts and
its relation to the problem of the composition of the Gospels.

A few words must be added in explanation of the footnotes.
Besides the ordinary use of footnotes for reference to authorities
and the discussion of details, these also serve other purposes.
Thus they are meant to supply the place of ‘ marginal references,’
which can be studied by those who have the leisure. The number
of such references may be thought excessive ; but they are due
to the conviction that the best commentary on a book of the
Bible is first the book itself, and then the rest of the Bible,
and I only regret that the text has not been sufficiently
illustrated by references to the Old Testament. If the English
reader is at times puzzled by a reference, its significance pro-
bably depends upon the original Greek. Again, many cross-
references in The Acts (as also references to S. Luke’s Gospel)
which seem to be merely verbal have been given with a view to
illustrate the unity and structure of the book. The footnotes
on the text contain, besides the marginal notes of the Revised
Version, the more important variations of reading in the Greek
texts, of which the reader ought not to be left in ignorance.
The rest have been added mainly for the further elucidation of
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the text or their own interest. These reasons also account
the frequent quotations from the Bezan text, which may prov
criticism. But, whatever may be our conclusion as to the ori
of that text, the interest of many of its readings is undoubtec

In accordance with the rule of this series, the Revi
Version has been adopted for the text. However much t
Version may be open to criticism or have fallen short of :
ideal of a version, it must be allowed to be a much clo
representation of the original Greek than the Authorized Versi
And in a commentary whose express aim is to ascertain for
readers as far as possible the exact meaning of a book, the fi
requirement is that it should supply them with a version
faithful to the original as possible.

For permission to vary, in other respects, both in form a
method from the scheme of the Oxford Commentaries, I o
my warm thanks to the Editor and to the Publishers of t|
series. In addition I wish to thank the Editor, Dr Lock, mo
cordially and gratefully, for the patience with which he has res
and corrected this commentary both in manuscript and pro«
To another friend, Mr Walter Worrall, I am very deeply indebte
for similar labour in reading the proofs and for much valuab
criticism which I here gratefully acknowledge. Professor Ramsa
has very kindly allowed me to make use of the map which h
gives in his Paul the Traveller : this reprint has the advantag
of his latest corrections, and here I express my cordial thank
Had this commentary been suitable for a dedication, I shoulk
like to have inscribed upon its front page the names of th
Rev. Charles Gore, and the Rev. R. C. Moberly, as a smal
acknowledgment that to their teaching is due whatever a
theological truth may be found in these pages.

R B R
S. Bartholomew's Day, 1901
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AND THE WALL OF THE CITY HAD TWELVE FOUNDATIONS
AND ON THEM TWELVE NAMES
OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB

THOU ART PETER: AND UPON THIS ROCK 1 WILL BUILD MY CHURCH

HE IS A CHOSEN VESSEL UNTO ME, TO BEAB MY NAME

LUKE THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































