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This Biography and Genealogy of the 

Woodfin Family Tree was obtained from 
long effort and much labo)‘, besides consider¬ 

able financial cost. 

It is to be hoped this booklet may be care¬ 

fully preserved by all so future generations 
may know of their forebears. 

We are gieatly indebted to the lamented 

Thomas ./. Woodfin, who gave valuable rec¬ 

ords of the Tree just previous to his tragic 
death at Okolona, Miss., on April 7, 1928. 

Very Cordially, 

EMMET S. WOODFIN. 

New Orleans, La., 
May 2, 1928. 
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Edward, John and Thomas Woodfin were born in Cheshire 

County, England, from tradition says. They are supposed 

to have sailed for America in the early spring of 1718 for 

the new world. They landed on the shore of the old Domin¬ 

ion in the fall of that year after a most trying voyage 

of many months of hardships and privations. They were 

almost exhausted when they landed and practically de¬ 

pleted of food supplies. 

From the port of entry they gradually made their way 

up the James River section to find new homes, which they 

did in what was then called Cumberland County, Va., but 

later as Powhatan County, Va. 

After settling down to farm work there soon were sent 

them young women from the old country whom they mar¬ 

ried. They were not the very earliest settlers of Virginia 

but were among those in that western part in a measure. 

The family before leaving were well to do landed gentry 

of England and still today are members of the Tree resid¬ 

ing in that section. The eldest member of descendants of 

these Ihree brothers born in Virginia was Rev. Samuel 

Woodfin, who was born in 1722 in Cumberland County, 

that part later known as Powhatan County. There he 

reared a large family whose descendants are scattered to 

all parts of the South. 

Rev. Woodfin was preaching at Muddy Creek Baptist 

Church in 1784, where he enjoyed a large assembly. This 

church is located in Powhatan County, twelve miles from 

the county seat, and is in a prosperous existence today. 

Rev. Wood In died January 18, 1882. lie was, according 

to authorities, the father of Nicholas, Thomas 111, Sam¬ 

uel II, James and Elisha. He was reported in the records 

as having nine children. He was no doubt the son of one 

of the original emigrants and the nestor of a very large 

line of descendants in Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama and 

Mississippi. Being a man of great force and prominence, 

his long life of over a century was a most remarkable 

record. 
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Thomas Woodfin was born in Virginia in 1735, supposed 

to be the son of John, one of the pioneer brothers emi¬ 

grating to Virginia at an early period. 

Nicholas Woodfin was born in Greenbrier, Virginia, 

August 2nd, 1759. Afterward with his brother, Thomas 

Woodfin III, they moved to North Carolina where he re¬ 

mained a few years, subsequently settling near Fosterville, 

Bedford County, Tennessee. 

He saw revolutionary service in the Continental Army 

as a non-commissioned officer. Tradition has it he was 

present when Lord Cornwallis surrendered to General 

George Washington at Yorktown, Va., October 17, 1781. 

Samuel Woodfin II was born in Powhatan County, Va., 

September 21, 1752, died January 13, 1832. His wife, 

Obediance Woodfin, was born in Virginia November 7, 

1753, died December 15, 1827. 

Samuel Woodfin III was born in North Carolina, “Bun¬ 

combe County,” 1791, and in 1815 married Maria Barnhill, 

a native of South Carolina. 

To them were born fifteen children. The father died 

April 20th, 1863, and his wife died March 8th, 1863. He 

was one of the first volunteers to the call of Andrew Jack- 

son from Rutherford County, Tenn., and was a valiant 

soldier in both the Indian War and at the battle of New 

Orleans, La., against the British in 1812. 

Our subject had the following sons: Jasper, Newton, 

Moses, Henry L., Sam and James Woodfin. He was a 

son of Nicholas Woodfin. 

Moses Woodfin was born in Bedford County, Tennessee, 

March 7th, 1829, of English-Irish lineage. Eldest son of 

Samuel Woodfin, he received a good, practical education 

and has followed farming as his chief occupation. At the 

breaking out of the Civil War he volunteered and entered 

the Forty-fifth Tennessee Infantry, Confederate Army. 

He participated in the Battles of Murfreesboro, Chicka- 
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM THOMAS WOODFIN 

Starkville, Miss. 





mauga and Missionary Ridge. At the Battle of Chicka- 

mauga he was waunded and at Missionary Ridge he was 

wounded again, captured and taken to Rock Island, Illinois, 

where he remained a prisoner for the remainder of the 

war. 

September 11, 1856, he was married to Miss Rachal A. 

Clark, daughter of William Clark, and the fruits of this 

union were eight children, three sons and five daughters. 

The sons are William J., Samuel N. and James M. P. The 

daughters, Mollie E., Emma L., Alice, Ida, and Maggie L. 

Mr. Woodfin was a Mason and a Democrat. He and family 

are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. His 

wife was born in Rutherford County, Tenm, August 9th, 

1835. Her father was born in North Carolina in 1807. 

His father, Samuel, was in the War of 1812 and partici¬ 

pated in the Battle of New Orleans with General Andrew 

Jackson. His grandfather, Nicholas Woodfin, was a sol¬ 

dier in the Revolutionary Army and was mentioned for 

gallantry on many occasions. 

In the Virginia census of 1790 of Revolutionary soldiers 

the following were mentioned from Pittsylvania County, 

Va.: Daniel Woodfin, Giag Woodfin, John Woodfin, Joseph 

Woodfin. 

The census of North Carolina in 1790 gave Nicholas and 

Thomas Woodfin as heads of families in Rutherford 

County, North Carolina, and came from there to Ruther¬ 

ford County, Tenm, where they settled at Fosterville, Tenn. 

Katie Woodfin, said to be a sister oT Nicholas ana 

Thomas Woodfin, was married in North Carolina to 

Thomas Abies, a revolutionary soldier. 

John Woodfin, the. father of Colonel Nicholas Washing¬ 

ton Woodfin, was born in Virginia and moved later to 

North Carolina. He also had a son, Major John Woodfin, 

a brave Confederate officer, who was killed at Hot Springs, 

North Carolina in 1864 by bush whackers or deserters. He 

was buried at Asheville, N. C. 
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Colonel Nicholas Washington Woodfin, a great lawyer 

and statesman, was born at Mills River, Henderson 

County, North Carolina, January 29th, 1810, died in Ashe¬ 

ville, N. C-., May 23rd, 1875. A most highly esteemed citi¬ 

zen for his noble acts and service to his country, his por¬ 

trait is now on display in the Courthouse at Asheville, 

N. C. His two daughters made a Confederate flag from 

their silk dresses for a North Carolina regiment. 

Samuel E. Woodfin was a native of Cumberland County, 

Va. He was born there June 4th, 1845, and died in Rich¬ 

mond, Va., September 4th, 1926. He moved to Richmond 

many years ago. He was a man most highly esteemed 

for his beloved temperament. His wife, Mrs. Mary S. 

Woodfin still survives at the great age of 81 years. 

His father, Edmund, and his mother, Anne Clarke Wood¬ 

fin, were natives of Prince Edward County, Va. His grand¬ 

father was Elisha Woodfin. His great grandfather, Rev. 

Samuel Woodfin, all of Powhatan-Cumberland County, Va. 

Buried at Woodfin Cemetery, Fosterville, Tenn. 

Nicholas Woodfin, born August 2, 1759, died December 

21st, 1832. 

Hannah Woodfin, his wife, born 1766, died August 8, 

1845. 

Mary Woodfin, daughter of Nicholas and Hannah, born 

May 3rd, 1790, died October 26th, 1867. 

Samuel Woodfin, born in 1791, died April 29th, 1863. 

Jane Woodfin, born April 22nd, 1803, died March 31, 

1826. 

Maria Barnhill Woodfin, wife of Samuel, born Decem¬ 

ber 9, 1796, died March 8, 1863. 

John Woodfin, brother of Samuel Woodfin, born in Bed¬ 

ford County, Tenn. He married a lady from Vermont. 

Shortly after his death she removed to Rutland, Vt. They 

had a son, John N. Woodfin, for many years a resident of 





that place, a prominent banker and manufacturer. He 

had two sons, Howard N. and John D. Howard N. Wood- 

fin is a prominent banker and president of the Lincoln Iron 

Works. John D. Woodfin lives in Boston, Mass., engaged 

in stocks and bonds at GO Congress street. He is married. 

His wife is a prominent golf enthusiast. 

Rev. Wm. M. Woodfin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. 

Woodfin, was born in Bedford County, Tenn. His mother 

is still living at Cynthiana, Tenn. He is a graduate of the 

University of Nashville, a prominent Presbyterian min¬ 

ister now in charge of a church in Pittsburgh, Penn. 

Mrs. C. E. Campbell of 120 South Fairground Street, 

Jackson, Tenn., is a great, great granddaughter of Nicholas 

Woodfin of Fosterville, Tenn. She is also a great, great 

granddaughter of Former Governor McMinn of Tennessee. 

Mrs. Campbell is a very prominent D. A. R. and otherwise 

well known socially in other cities. 

Mrs. Eva Woodfin Wilson was born at Union City, Tenn., 

November 6, 18G5, daughter of Jaspar Newton Woodfin. 

She was married to John D. Wilson, December 24, 1882. 

Shortly after their marriage they moved to Texarkana 

Texas, where she has since resided. Her father was a 

native of Bedford County, Tenn., grandson of Nicholas 

Woodfin, Revolutionary soldier. Following are the chil¬ 

dren’s names: 

Anna Hortense, born March 19, 1884, died April 10, 

1886, at Union City, Tenn. 

Herman Eugene, born November 17* 1885, died April 

1G, 1907, at Texarkana. 

Floyd Woodfin, born June 6, 1892, died May 4, 1916. 

Dewitt Bryan, born October 25, 1895. 

Corinne Sarah, born at Union City April 8, 1889. 

Eva Clair, born June 4, 1898, died November 1G, 1920. 

Richard William, born September 5, 1900, resides with 

his mother and is a well known business man in Texar- 
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kuna. Dewitt resides at Tulsa, Okla., now engaged in the 
lumber trade in that city for several years. 

Her daughter, Corinne, now Mrs. Greene, is a well 
known concert singer now residing in New York City. 

Mrs. Wilson came from a well known family of long 
distinguished personnel. Her grandfather, Samuel Wood- 
fin, fought under General Jackson at the Battle of New 
Orleans in 1812. Her deceased daughter, Eva, was grad¬ 
uated from an eastern conservatory of music and a choir 
singer of note, much admired by a large circle of church 

friends. 

Roy A. Woodfin, a native of Union City, Tenn., resides 
in Chicago, where he is now engaged with a large steel 
corporation. He is a grandson of Jasper Newton Woodfin, 

whose father and grandfather were notable revolutionary 
soldiers. 

Rev. Jos. Woodfin, South Pittsburgh, Tenn. 

Wm. W. Woodfin, Union City, Tenn. 

Samuel H. Woodfin, died Union City, Tenn. 

John S. Woodfin, Union City, Tenn. 

Ellen and another daughter in Texas. 

Jos.. Woodfin, Bell Buckle, Tenn. 

Wm. W. Woodfin, in California. 

Samuel Woodfin, died last. year, Bell Buckle. 

Payne Woodfin lives in Nashville, Tenn., 4 daughters. 
* 

Gideon Flournoy, a native of Powhatan County, Va., 
was the father of Mary E. Woodfin and Martha A. Wood¬ 

fin, who married Arthur and Thomas Woodfin IV, brothers, 
there in 1818. His father, Samuel Flournoy, was one of 
the original Huguenot emigrants to America at an early 
period. William B. Flournoy, late of Dorset, Va., was a 

grandson of Gideon. Also the late Thomas J. Woodfin of 
Okolona, Miss., and Emmet S. Woodfin, of New Orleans, 
La., were bis great grandsons. The grandfather of Will- 





iam Thomas and Samuel Flournoy Woodfin, who were evi¬ 

dently natives of Powhatan County, Va. 

Wm. J. Woodfin, Fresno, Cal. 

Rev. Jos. Woodfin, So. Pittsburgh, Tenn. 

Samuel H. Woodfin, died Union City, Tenn. 

John S. Woodfin, Union City, Tenn. 

Joseph Woodfin, Bell Buckle, Tenn. 

Rev. R. E. Woodfin, Sardis, Miss. 

J. B. Woodfin, Cofi'eeville, Miss. 

Joseph B. Woodfin, Oakland, Cal. 

Richard James Woodfin, 51 Sutherland Avenue W. and 

Crown Office Row, Temple E. C., London, England, eldest 

son of Rev. Richard Woodfin, born at Wooclbridge, Suffolk, 

May 6th, 1853, educated at Woodhouse Grove School, near 

Leeds, and at Elden House, Clapham Surrey and with pri¬ 

vate tutor. Matriculated London University, 1869, after¬ 

wards solicited in London for two years. Went to Germany 

later. Articled to as solicitor, 1871. Practiced in London 

for ten years. Called to the bar at the Inner Temple in 

1888. Has traveled extensively in the United States and 

Canada. An enthusiastic cyclist, member of the Archae- 

logical Cycling Club. Married in 1879 Mary, youngest 

daughter of Robert McFarland of Edinburgh, Scotland, 

and has issue one daughter and two sons. He is very 

distinguished and well known in London legal circles as 

well as in other parts of England. 

Rev. James Gaston Woodfin of South Pittsburgh, Tenn., 

a venerable and highly esteemed primitive Baptist minis¬ 

ter, we announce is still able to fill his appointments at an 

advanced age. 

Cicero Woodfin is supposed to be a son of his, who also 

resides near South Pittsburgh and lineal descendants of 

Pioneer Nicholas Woodfin. 
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John F. Woodfin was born at Tuscumbia, Ala., Decem¬ 

ber 15, 1819, died December 2nd, 1861. His wife, Mary 

Scott, born January 21, 1824. They were married Febru¬ 

ary 28th, 1844. She died November 7, 1899. 

Eugene Locke Woodfin was born at Holly Springs, Miss., 

August 29, 1851. He married Margaret McDowell, No¬ 

vember 25th, 1892. He has resided in Brinkley, Arkansas, 

for many years. Has been a resident of that State since 

1859. He is prominent in business affairs of his town. 

He has the following children: 

Ira John, married Pearl Anderson May 6, 1907. 

James Locke, married Aline Dobbs October 17, 1911. 

Clyde Glover, married Italine Williamson, June 8, 1907. 

He died March 22, 1922. 

Eugene Locke, Jr., was born August 1st, 1895. He now 

resides at 41 Forest Ave., Glen Ridge, N. J., and is promi¬ 

nently connected with a large New York corporation. 

Children of Ira John, Sr., and Pearl Anderson: 

Virginia Locke, born January 20, 1909. 

Ira John, Jr., born September 7, 1910. 

Robin Anderson, born March 17, 1922. 

Harold Dobbs, son of Jas. Locke, born July 19, 1912. 

Children of Clyde Glover and Italine Woodfin are: 

James Locke, Jr., born July 7, 1908. 

Minnie Margaret, born June, 1911, died August, 1911. 

Clyde Jesseline, born December 28, 1912. 

Mr. Woodfin first married Mollie Glover February 3, 

1873. She died December 8, 1889. 

Eula May, born May 20, 1877, died May 14, 1897. 

Ira John, born August 23, 1878. 

James Locke, born July 1, 1880. 

Clyde Glover, June 8, 1882. 
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Roy Lynn, February 5, 1887. 

Lillian, married Samuel Westbay, December 22, 1869. 

She died April 25, 1921. 

John A., born September 5, 1870. 

James Locke Woodfin is prominently identified in bank¬ 

ing and real estate investment in Brinkley and vicinity. 

William Cooke Woodfin was born at Burnsville, Yancy 

County, North Carolina, December 7, 1849. For several 

years he resided at Chattanooga, Tenn., where he married 

Miss Lewis, finally moving to Portland, Oregon, where he 

died. He has the following sons: John D., a Methodist 

minister, now residing at Arlington, Ore. Oscar Lawrence, 

residing at 391 Mills Street, Portland, Ore., who is quite 

a talented musician and composer. Richard resides at 

Los Angeles, Calif., who is an expert decorator. Their 

mother lives in Portland, Ore., where she is much inter¬ 

ested in Methodist church affairs and much beloved. 

Charles Henry Woodfin died at Burnsville, N. C., Octo¬ 

ber 5, 1875. 

John Samuel Woodfin, died November 8, 1877, at Burns¬ 

ville, N. C. 

Mollie Woodfin Barker was born in Lowndes County, 

Miss., in May, 1859, eldest daughter of William Thomas 

Woodfin and Mattie Norwood Woodfin. She attended 

school at Crawford, Miss., then finished college at Verona, 

Miss., in 1909. She married J. R. Barker of West Vin- 

ginia, where they resided at Walnut Grdve, Mo. After his 

death in 1924 she returned to Starkville, Miss., where 

she now lives. 

The youngest sister, Lillie Cray Woodfin, born April 

10, 1861, died at Crawford, Miss., November 9, 1887. 

Census of Virginia, 1790', gives Samuel Woodfin of Pow¬ 

hatan County, Virginia, as owning 6 negro slaves. George 

Woodfin, also of Powhatan County, as owner of three 

negro slaves. 
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The Mosby’s, Moseleys, Flournoys and Woodfins were 

connected by marriage in Cumberland and Powhatan 

Counties—previous to 1770 was Cumberland County only, 

as Powhatan was erected after the above date. 

James Woodfin was born in Powhatan County, Va., 

March 30, 1786, son of Reverend Samuel Woodfin. He 

married Katherine McLaurine. She was born in Cumber¬ 

land County, December 6, 1791, died March 12, 1871, at 

Marion, Ala. Her father was James McLaurine, son of 

Rev. Robert McLaurine. James was born November 25, 

1758. His father, Rev. Robert McLaurine, rector of the 

Episcopal church at the Glebe property of the church in 

Powhatan County, Va. He died July 5, 1773. His wife, 

Miss Elizabeth Blakely was the aunt of Madame Jerome 

Bonnaparte of Baltimore. 

Mrs. Virginia McLaurine Mosby, sister of Catherine 

McLaurine Woodfin was the mother of Colonel John Sin¬ 

gleton Mosby, the most famous partisan leader the Civil 

War produced and afterwards United States Consul to 

China. 

James Woodfin went from Powhatan on prospecting 

trip in 1839 to Texas but like^the country he had seen 

at Uniontown, Alabama, anmsettled thereAwith his family 

consisting of his wife, their sons, James Woodfin, Samuel 

Woodfin, Edward Woodfin, David Woodfin; and daughters, 

Catherine Woodfin, Elizabeth Woodfin and Mary Marcella 

Woodfin. 

James Woodfin II, married Rebecca Slater. Offa Luns¬ 

ford Woodfin, his oldest son, served at the age of sixteen 

years during the latter part of the Civil War in General 

Edmund W. Rucker’s escort, and made a brave and valued 

aide. He married Miss Carson of Dallas County, Alabama, 

who died not long after marrying. 

November 5, 1889, he married Miss Catherine Marcella 

Woodfin, and the following children were born to them: 

Erma, who married Craig Palmer, a successful druggist 





of Jasper, Ala.; Mamie, who married Dr. Frank McCor- 

kle of Uniontown. They are now living- in California 

where he is practicing his profession. Frances Rebecca, 

married Dr. L. M. Walker and they are now living at Jas¬ 

per, Ala., where Dr. Walker is a successful physician. 

Arthur, married Carrie Thigpen, November 25, 1923, liv¬ 

ing at Monroeville, Ala., where he represents one of the 

large oil companies. 

Sallie Moore Woodfin, daughter of Edward P>. and Mari¬ 

etta Woodfin, was born on her father’s plantation in Perry 

County, Alabama, February 20, 1876. 

On October 26, 1904, she married C. M. Adams, a most- 

substantial and well known business man. Her great, 

great grandfather, Rev. Samuel Woodfin, a native of Pow¬ 

hatan County, Virginia, who was a well known Baptist min¬ 

ister in charge of a large church at Muddy Creek, Va., in 

1784. Following are the children : 

Beverly Moore, born November 11, 1905. 

Charles Mason, born November 2, 1910, died 1912. 

Shirley Woodfin, born September 13, 1913. 

Quincey Montgomery, born May 18, 1917, died Decem¬ 

ber 30, 1918. 

At present residing at Dawson, Georgia, where Mr. 

Adams is engaged in the mercantile line. 

Archibald H. Woodfin of Fort Worth, Texas, was a well 

known geologist of that state and has been successful in 

bringing results from several oil producing fields. His 

parents are presumed to be natives of Tuscumbia, Ala¬ 

bama. He is an uncle of Henry Grady Woodfin. 

James C. Woodfin, formerly of Beaumont, Texas, but 

now living in Dallas, Texas, was a native of Virginia, 

born there in 1862. -He and his brother, John Woodfin, 

came to Beaumont many years ago. James has the fol¬ 

lowing sons: J. C., Jr., J. Edward, Lawrence, Wallace 

and William Lee. 
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William Lee Woodfin was born in Beaumont, Texas, in 

1900, where he resided for several years. On October 28, 

1922, he married at Weatherford, Texas, Iala Marie Scott, 

a native of McHenry, Miss. They have a son, Kenneth, 

age 5 years. He is the local office and sales manager for 

the International Harvester Co. of America, at New Or¬ 

leans, La. 

Captain P. C. Woodfin, for many years was superintend¬ 

ent of the Federal Soldiers Home at Hampton, Va. 

John Woodlin, in Virginia Militia of the Revolution, 

was recorded as repairing 51 guns and making 51 bay¬ 

onets and carting the same, $64.18, Va. Historical Maga¬ 

zine notes. And later reported as killed in action, Conti¬ 

nental Army. 

John B. Woodfin was born at Burnsville, North Caro¬ 

lina, June 1, 1829, died there August 27, 1867. He was 

the father of William Cooke and grandfather of Rev. John 

David, Oscar Lawrence and Richard Woodfin, of Port¬ 

land, Oregon. 

Mrs. S. C. Whittaker of Southern Pines, S. C., is also 

a connection of the Woodfin line. She is a great grand¬ 

daughter of Kate Woodfin Able. She is prominently con¬ 

nected with D. A. R. work. 

Hannah Mary “Ashbrook” Woodfin was born 1766, died 

August 8, 1845. 

Mary “Woodfin” Edwards was born May 3, 1790, 

died October 26, 1867. 

Samuel Woodfin was born 1791, died April 29, 1863. 

Miss Jane Woodfin was born April 22, 1803, died March 

31, 1826. 

Hannah “Woodfin” Haile was born 1805, died September 

S, 1900'. 

Elizabeth “Woodfin” McMinn. 

Sarah “Woodlin” Naylor. 

I 
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Pheola “Woodfin” Swann II. 

Record of children of Andrew Strepland and Mary 

“Woodfin” Edwards: 

Thomas Edwards was born October 31, 1809, died July 

11, 1890. 

Menerva “Edwards” Teeler was born October 24, 1811, 

died January 8, 1900. 

Martin Edwards was born September 25, 1813. 

Haneble Edwards was born March 12, 1816, died August 

26, 1826. 

John Woodfin Edwards, born September 21, 1818, died 

September 28, 1847. 

Narcessa Edwards Oakley, born October 27, 1820. 

George Newton Edwards, born March 6, 1823, died 

November 18, 1903. 

Jane “Edwards” Atkinson, born March 21, 1825, died 

December 20, 1910. 

Menos Cannon Edwards, born January 27, 1828, died 

January 7, 1915. 

Record of children of Thomas Edwards and Martha Jane 

“Vaughn” Edwards: 

Leandren Herreford Edwards, born March 24, 1842, 

married Eudora “Elam” Edwards. 

Mary Levena Edwards, born January 8, 1844, married 

Davidson Gilmore. 

James Madison Edwards, born October 12, 1845, mar¬ 

ried Martha Anne Wright, born July 23, 1850. 

John Woodfin Edwards, born April 20, 1843, married 

Elizabeth Miller. 

Melissa Francis Edwards, born December 15, 1851, mar¬ 

ried James McElory. 

Arabelle Josephine Edwards, born July 20, 1853, mar¬ 

ried Thomas A. Woosley. 
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Martha Jane Edwards, born January 16, 1856, married 

William W. Newby. 

Thomas Overton Edwards, born September 10, 1861, 

married Lenora Miller. 

Margaret Clay Edwards, born September 3, 1865, not 

married. 

Willis Andrew Edwards, born July 26, 1868, never mar¬ 

ried. Died February, 1915. 

This family all buried at the Woodfin cemetery. 

Record ol' the children of James Madison Edwards and 

Martha Anne Wright: 

May “Edwards” Miller, born January 21, 1869, mar¬ 

ried P. R. Miller. 

Robert Whetfifield Edwards, born May 13, 1890, mar¬ 

ried Emma Macon. 

Thomas James Edwards, born July 4, 1873, married 

Susie Gilmore. 

William Overton Edwards, born November 6, 1875, 

never married. Died July 27, 1904. 

Clare Edwards, born January 23, 1878, married Shelah 

Agee. 

Ernest Leandren Edwards, born April 28, 1883, married 

Anne May Mosby. 

Martha Wright Edwards, born June 24, 1886, married 

Lena Williams. 

George Glen Edwards, born June 147 1894, married Opal 

Meadows. This son by a second marriage. 

The children of P. R. Miller and May “Edwards” Miller: 

Raleigh “Miller” Alderson, born August 7, 1886, mar¬ 

ried J. Bernard Alderson. 

Robert Cleveland Miller, born August 5, 1888, married 

Mary Smith. 

S. Whitfield Miller, born October 25, 1900. 
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The record of the children of Robert Cleveland Miller 
and Mary “Smith” Miller: 

Robert Cleveland Miller, Jr., born January 3, 1915. 

Raleigh Alderson Miller, born November 17, 1918. 

Meridith Mason Miller, born January 1, 1922. 

Nicholas Woodfin and Hannah Mary Ashbrook, mar¬ 
ried 1789. 

Hannah Mary Ashbrook’s mother was a Flowers, a title 
of nobility next below the earl. “Coat of arms” granted 
the family 1681. 

MR. T. J. WOODFIN KILLED BY TRAIN 

Mr. T. J. Woodfin, M. & 0. watchman at the Monroe 

street crossing, was killed instantly Saturday evening when 
struck by the fast passenger train, No. 16. So forceable 
was the impact that his lifeless body was picked up some 
forty or fifty feet from where he was struck. 

From the best information we can get, he saw some 

negroes coming in a wagon just as he heard the train 
whistle. They apparently did not heed his signal and he 

crossed the track to stop them. At the time some children 
were at the crossing on the side where he was supposed 
to stay and it is thought that he attempted to regain his 
usual post that he might look out for them, but was not 

quite quick enough or else misjudged his distance because 
of poor vision, as he complained of eyes because of the 

dust blown his way for several days before. 

Deceased was nearing seventy-two years of age, and 
had been railroading since early manhood. He had served 
the M. & 0. for more than forty years, going up from a 
section to a supervisor. He had also done construction 

work as well as serving as conductor. Only recently he 
had been relieved as extra gang foreman and given the 

place he held when killed. 

In every place he held he did his duty as he saw it. In 
the state he was a quiet and peaceful citizen; in the com- 
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munity, a friend to all—progressive, upright and consider¬ 

ate; in the home, a devoted husband and kind and loving 

parent; and everywhere, incapable of doing that which he 

conceived to be wrong—ever loyal to church and friend. 

Truly it can be said of him, “He was one of God’s noble¬ 

men.” 

Deceased leaves, besides his widow, four sons and one 

daughter—Tom and Averil of Okolona, Claude of Stark- 

ville, Charlie of Forest City, Ark., and Mrs. 0. D. Conner 

of Tupelo. 

Funeral services were conducted from the home Monday 

morning, conducted by his pastor, Rev. F. H. McGee, as¬ 

sisted by Rev. W. 0. Blount. His body was laid to rest in 

the I. 0. 0. F. Cemetery, under a bank of floral offerings 

and in the presence of a host of sorrowing relatives and 

friends—many coming from a distance. The out-of-town 

friends who attended the funeral were Mr. and Mrs. G. P. 

Smith and Gilmer Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Chambers, of 

Meridian; Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Tucker, of Macon; Messrs. 

J. R. Knighton, of Aberdeen; W. D. Garner, of Prairie; 

L. C. Cain, Egypt; L. M. McClurg, Calhoun City; D. F. 

Rice, Jackson; Daugherty, Jackson; J. L. Hairston, Shu- 

qualak; Eldridge Butler, Madison, Ark.; Boswell Stevens, 

Macon; J. R. Taylor, Potts Camp ; Dr. Grant, Holly Springs. 

Thomas Woodfin 3rd was born in Greenbrier County, 

“now West Virginia,” in 1761, was a farmer there for 

many years. Later, he and his brother, Nicholas, moved 

to North Carolina, where he only remained a few years— 

afterward returning to Virginia, where he settled in Cul¬ 

pepper County. There appears no record of his enlisting 

in the Continental army, unless he was Thomas Woodfin, 

with final “D” added, mentioned in the war department as 

a private in Lieutenant Geo. Hamilton’s company, 5th 

Maryland Regiment, commanded by Col. W. Richardson. 

His name appears on a roll of that organization as a pri¬ 

vate, dated September 8, 1778, which shows he enlisted 

for the war and was sick in camp. No further record rel¬ 

ative to him or his service has been found. 





Thomas Woodfin 4th, was born in the State of Virginia 

in 1795. The son of Thomas, 3rd, and nephew of Nicholas 

Woodfin, revolutionary soldier. Shortly after leaving his 

native state, he came through North Carolina to Florence, 

Alabama, where he established business for a few years 

previous to going to Columbus, Miss., in the fall of 1835, 

when he again entered commercial life which he carried 

on until his death, which occurred in 1853, while on a visit 

to relatives in Bedford County, Tenn. 

In 1820 he married Martha Ann Flournoy, a member of 

a well known family in Virginia, whose descendants were 

early Huguenot emigrants to Virginia. She died at Colum¬ 

bus, Miss., in 1847. 

Arthur Woodfin was born in Virginia in 1797, very 

shortly afterwards moving to North Carolina, where he 

resided for a few years previous to going to Madison 

County, Alabama, near Huntsville. There he remained 

for a few years, then finally moved to Bedford County, 

near Fosterville, Tenn., where he died about 1842. 

In 1818 he married Mary E. Flournoy, a member of a 

large Virginia family, whose descendants were early Hu¬ 

guenot settlers in Virginia. 

Charles Newton Woodfin, son of Arthur & Mary Flour¬ 

noy Woodfin, was born in Madison County, Alabama, July 

31st, 1824. There he remained for fifteen years, when his 

father moved to Bedford County, Tenn. After his. father’s 

death, which occurred there about 1842, he remained in 

Tennessee a few years longer, later moving to Noxubee 

County, Miss., in 1848, where he engaged in farming until 

his death, July 2nd, 1912, near Mashulaville, Miss. 

On April 27th, 1850, he married Miss Martha Stewart, 

a native of Pickens County, Ala. Her relatives came from 

Ireland. She died May 18th, 1927, and was buried at 

Macedonia M. E. church, where she held membership for 

75 years. She was much loved and respected by a large 

acquaintance. She died at the great age of nearly 9G years. 

Their daughter, Francis, married J. W. Doherty. 
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Early in 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate army and 

was a member of Capt. Massey’s Company, 20th Missis¬ 

sippi Regiment. He was a valiant and faithful soldier to 

the end. 

Thomas Jefferson Woodfin, eldest son of Charles New¬ 

ton and Martha Woodfin, was born in Noxubee County, 

Miss., in 1856. He remained on the farm until he was 

about 23 years old, when he became connected with the 

Mobile & Ohio Railroad, where he is still engaged. His 

wife was Minnie Tucker. They now reside at Okolona, 

Mississippi. Their son, Averil Edwards, lives at home 

with them. Their only daughter, Susie Irene, married 

Ollie D. Conner, of Tupelo, Miss. They have one son, 

0. D., Jr., born February 26, 1926. 

He married Minnie E. Tucker November 18, 1883. He 

was killed at Okolona, Miss., April 7, 1928, by a passing 

train. 

James Newton Woodfin, second son of Charles Newton 

and Martha Woodfin, was born near Mashulaville, Noxubee 

County, Miss., in 1858, where he lived on the farm all of 

his life. He was well known and much liked in that vicin¬ 

ity by his neighbors. He died in 1896, leaving the follow¬ 

ing children: T. Edward; Flournoy; Susie, now living at 

Fern Springs, Miss; Maggie, now Mrs. Hoskins, residing 

at Shuqualak, Miss. Annie lives near Fearn Springs, 

Miss. She married- 

Rev. T. E. Woodfin was born in Noxubee County, Miss., 

son of James N. Woodfin. He is a local-Methodist minis¬ 

ter, much esteemed in the community, and is a prosperous 

farmer in the Fearn Springs neighborhood. Has a daugh¬ 

ter, Edna, who married Edward Carter in that vicinity. 

He also has a young son, Edward, who gives much promise 

of being a young man of considerable future worth. He 

is now in school. 

Arthur and Mary E. Flournoy Woodfin had five other 

sons and two daughters. Their names are William, John, 
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Thomas, Arthur and Richard. William died in Neshoba 

County, Miss. Thomas died in Texas. Richard was acci¬ 

dentally killed in camp in the Confederate service. Daugh¬ 

ters were: Harriet, married a man named Farmer. They 

both lived and died in Rutherford County, Tenn., without 

any children. Martha, married Robert Ford of Lawrence 

County, Mo. 

J. Edward Woodfin of Richmond, Va., son of the late 

Samuel E. Woodfin, is a prominent wholesale merchant of 

that city. 

Solon B. Woodfin, for many years actively engaged in 

newspaper work. He is quite well known in those circles 

throughout Virginia and elsewhere. He now resides in 

Ashland, Va., twenty miles north of Richmond. 

Howard K. Woodfin resides at 7 Dooley street, Rich¬ 

mond, Va., and is a well known traveling salesman in that 

vicinity for many years. 

Henry Grady Woodfin, a native of North Alabama, now 

a resident of Texas, is a traveling representative of a 

Chicago house. His brother, Rev. Woodfin, is a member 

of the Texas Methodist Conference. 

James H. Woodfin was born in Bedford County, Tenn., 

in 1855, son of James Woodfin, who was a son of Samuel 

Woodfin, an 1812 war veteran at the Battle of New Or¬ 

leans. Mr. Woodfin was for many years a successful far¬ 

mer of that county. On retiring a few years ago he sold 

his farming interests and at present is residing with his 

daughter, Mrs. Holeapple, of Columbus, Miss. 

Rev. A. B. Woodfin was a native of Virginia, born about 

1830. He was for many years pastor of the first Baptist 

Church at Mobile, Ala., where he was very popular and 

much esteemed. After resigning there he accepted a call 

to the leading church in Montgomery, occupying that sta¬ 

tion with a distinguished effort. His son, George Wickliff, 

was a resident of Atlanta, Ga., for a good while, as a rep¬ 

resentative of a large wholesale house. 
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Martha A,, and Mattie E. Flournoy were sisters, born in 

Virginia of early Huguenot descendants from France. 

They married Thomas and Arthur Woodfin, brothers, also 

natives of Vinginia. 

Captain William Thomas Woodfin was born at Culpep¬ 

per Court House, Va., September 16, 1822, eldest son of 

Thomas Woodfin, 4th, and Martha A. Woodfin. His father, 

after leaving Virginia, moved to Buncombe County, North 

Carolina, for a short stay. Soon afterward left for Flor¬ 

ence, Alabama, where the family resided for a few years. 

When they eventually settled permanently in Columbus, 

Miss., in 1835. On entering manhood he became a mer¬ 

chant and continued that vocation until 1858, when he 

sold his commercial interests to devote his attention to his 

plantation requirements. In the meantime the civil war 

came about to throw everything in confusion. In the 

spring of 1864 he organized a company of state volunteers 

that was attached to a brigade commanded by General 

J. V. Harris, which was ordered to defend Vicksburg, 

Miss., then under heavy siege. He was engaged in many 

hard-fought battles before reaching the front, including 

Raymond, Big Black and other engagements before reach¬ 

ing General Pemberton’s army at Vicksburg, which was 

almost starved out and overpowered by a large Union 

army. On July 3, 1864, Pemberton’s forces capitulated. 

There he was paroled for the remainder of the war. May 

5th, 1853, he married Mattie E. Norwood, youngest daugh¬ 

ter of John and Barbara Norwood, both natives of Abbe¬ 

ville district, South Carolina, who came to Lowndes Coun¬ 

ty, Miss., in the fall of 1844. 

On December 12, 1862, his wife died, leaving the follow¬ 

ing children: Emmet S., aged 5; Mollie A., 3, and Lillie 

Gray, 1 year old. Lillie Gray died November 9, 1887. 

In June, 1865, he married Anna Daughety, a very 

staunch woman of quite a literary turn of mind. The issue 

from this union were William R., who died in September, 

1872; Walter Thomas, born August 21, 1870, died in Chi- 
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cago, Ill., April 2, 1894. In the meantime hia second wife 

having died, he again married the 3rd wife, Mrs. Mamie 

Kennard Cavanah. The issue was a daughter, Rosa, who 

married Dr. Cecil Champenois. She now resides in Meri¬ 

dian, Miss. She has a daughter, Mamie, who married 

Luther Smithson, now residing in Asheville, N. C.; a son 

now entering manhood, whose name is John Champenois. 

Captain Woodfm, after the surrender, tried farming for 

a few years but soon gave it up and returned to his former 

occupation as merchant. The loss of his slaves and other 

difficulties arising soon afterward, made it too strenuous. 

He died at Starkville, Miss., August 3, 1894. His wife 

died June 10, 1920. 

Samuel Flournoy Woodfm, second son of Thomas, 4th, 

and Martha Woodfm, was born in Virginia in 1824. In 

1851 he married Sarah Norwood, eldest daughter of John 

and Barbara Norwood, early pioneer residents of Lowndes 

County, Miss., who came from South Carolina at an early 

period just after the Indian Treaty at Dancing Rabbit. 

In early childhood he was brought by his parents to 

North Carolina a short while previous to moving to North 

Alabama, where the family resided a few years, thence 

later to Columbus, Miss., arriving there in the fall of 1835. 

Our subject remained there until his majority, when he 

became a plantation manager for a large Mississippi delta 

farmer, who was a large slave owner in Washington 

County, Miss. In the fall of 1862 his wife died leaving the 

following issue: John N., died in 18G4j Toby N., died at 

Bunches Bend, La., in September, 1873; James E., died in 

Leake County, Miss., in 1875; Mary, only daughter, moved 

to Texas in 1879 to reside with her uncle, Lucien G. Nor¬ 

wood, at Kaufman, Texas. In 1882 she married Thomas 

Douglas of Wills Point, Texas, where they resided several 

years. In May, 1907, a severe tornado destroyed her dwell¬ 

ing completely, killing her and her younger daughter. She 

left the following children : Mertie, who later married a 

Mr. Thomson, still living at Willspoint, Texas; also a son, 
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Walter, who is identified with The Texas & Pacific Rail¬ 

road Co. 

In 1865 our subject again married a second wife, who 

was a Miss Parks, and the issue from this union was a 

son, Tollie S., born in 1866 who, in December, 1878, with 

his mother moved to Texas to reside permanently. He 

now lives at or near Amarilla, Texas. He has three girls 

and two sons, a son, Claude, saw service in France. 

James Edward Woodfin, son of Thomas and Martha 

Woodfin, was born in Virginia in 1826, third eldest son. 

Shortly after his birth his father moved to Buncombe 

County, N. C., remaining there only a short while. Then 

later to North Alabama where the family resided for a 

few years, thence later to Columbus, Miss., reaching there 

in the Autumn of 1835, where they permanently located. 

The subject of this sketch at the first call to arms 

entered the Confederate service as private in Company H., 

Perrin’s Regiment, Cavalry, Ferguson’s Brigade, under 

Captain Battle Fort, Lt. Wm. C. Muldrow, where he made 

a valiant soldier for the remainder of the war. 

After hostilities were concluded he returned to Colum¬ 

bus, but rested a short while. Then he moved to the 

Mississippi River Country. He died at Bunches Bend, Car- 

roll Parish, in 1889. 

George Washington Woodfin, youngest son of Thomas 

and Martha Flournoy Woodfin, was born in Florence, Ala¬ 

bama, March 15, 1832. He was brought up as a young 

man in Columbus, Miss., and on reaching his majority he 

embarked in the vocation as plantation manager for large 

planters owning large landed estates with many slaves. 

Shortly after the Civil War he married Mattie E. Clayton, 

a planter’s daughter, near Crawford, Miss. The issue 

from this marriage was a daughter, who died in infancy, 

the mother dying a few years later. 

Subsequently he moved to Bunches Bend, La., where he 

engaged in the mercantile line, where he remained until 
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1874, when he moved to Kosciusko, Miss. On March 15 

of that year he married Bonie Dear, daughter of Col. John 

Dear, of Leake County, Miss., a pioneer and well known 

citizen. He died in Kosciusko August 3, 1895, leaving the 

following children: John, George, Sugene, Emma and 

Annie Lee, who married H. L. Baine, now residing at 2010 

Linden Ave., Memphis, Tenn. They have one son. 

George has one son, Edgar, entering a business career 

in Little Rock, Ark., and two daughters. 

Sugene married Mr. Shoemaker and resides near Kosci¬ 

usko. Emma is married and living at Lakeland, Florida. 

Our subject enlisted in the Confederate army at Colum¬ 

bus, Miss., 15th Mississippi Regiment, Cavalry, in 1863, 

was engaged in many hard fought battles and discharged 

from service at Mobile, Ala., in 1865. 

Jane Woodfin Parsley, eldest daughter of Thomas and 

Martha Woodfin, born in 1828. She came to Columbus, 

Miss., with her parents in 1835 where she married John 

Parsley, when they moved to Rutherford County, Tennes¬ 

see, to live near Murfreesboro. They resided there until 

1883, when they went to Fort Worth, Texas, where she 

died about 1892, leaving the following children: Sallie, 

Laura, James and Edward Parsley, now all deceased. 

Francis Woodfin Scull, daughter of Thomas and Martha 

Woodfin, was born in Virginia about 1830. She came with 

her parents to Columbus, Miss., where she married Flet¬ 

cher Scull, who came from a well known family of that 

name from Hertford County, North Carolina. The fol¬ 

lowing were the issue from this union: Joseph F., died 

in Sardis, Miss., about 1885; Drake, died in North Caro¬ 

lina about 1894. Toby died in Carolina; Mattie, married 

Doctor Joseph Rush, now a resident of Orlando, Florida. 

Chas. F. is also a resident of Orlando, Florida. 

Martha Woodfin Beckwith, daughter of Thomas and 

Martha Woodfin, was born at Florence, Alabama, about 

1834. She grew up to young womanhood and soon after 
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married Newton Beckwith, a faithful Confederate soldier, 
in 1862. He enlisted in Company B, 43rd Regiment, Miss. 

Volunteers. After his discharge he lived only a few years 
after that memorable struggle. His wife died shortly be¬ 

fore, leaving Ben J., Licurgus and Tena, now all deceased. 

Rebecca Woodfin Smith, youngest daughter of Thomas 
and Martha Woodfm, was born in Columbus, Miss., in 1836. 
She married Captain William S. Smith, who was a well 
known architect and builder of Columbus for many years 

previous to establishing his office in Birmingham, Ala., 
where he built up a large clientele. 

In 1862 he enlisted in Company B, 43rd Regiment, Mis¬ 
sissippi Volunteers, and was a distingiushed soldier to 
the end. 

They had a daughter, Sadie, now residing in Atlanta, 
Ga.; a son, William T., died in Columbus, Ga., September,. 
1926. He was one of nature’s noblemen, and was most 
highly esteemed. 

Henry Woodfm Grady was a native of Athens, Georgia, 
born there in 1851. He died in Atlanta, Ga., in 1889. 

He was a great Southern Journalist, was for a time 
correspondent for the New York Herald, later became edi¬ 

tor of the Atlanta Constitution, one of the foremost dailies 
of the South. He wielded a wonderful influence towards 
the Southland from the North, as regards friendly feel¬ 

ings. 

Rev. J. Frank Woodfin, a native of North Carolina, born 
about 1830. He first became a Methodist minister and 

remained in the Conference many years, but subsequently 
became attached to the Baptist faith. He resided for many 
years on his plantation on Mills River, near Horse Shoe, 

North Carolina. He was an uncle of Henry Woodfin Grady, 
the famous writer. 

His son, George, is a farmer in the vicinity of Pisgah 

Forest, N. C. There are also several daughters living at 
or near Etowah, N. C. He died about 1916. 
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Claude Woodfin, born October 2, 1895, at Crawford, 

Miss., the son of Thomas Jefferson and Minnie Tucker 

Woodfin. Graduated from Okolona, Miss., high school 

May, 1913. Graduated from the University of Mississippi 

at Oxford, May, 1917, and received B. E. degree. Enlisted 

in First Officers’ Training Camp, at Fort Logan, H. Roots, 

Ark., May 9, 1917. Received commission as 2nd lieuten¬ 

ant August 15, 1917. Was attached to 87th Division, 

N. A., and remained in U. S. from August 15, 1917, to 

September 3rd, 1918. Served in France from September 

3, 1918, to May 15, 1919. Discharged from army May 24, 

1919. 

Has since been engaged in the practice of civil engi¬ 

neering at Starkville, Miss. He married June 15, 1925, 

Annie Edwards Taylor of Potts Camp, Miss. They have 

no children. 

Charles Tucker Woodfin, son of Thomas Jefferson and 

Minnie Tucker Woodfin of Crawford, Miss., who later 

moved with his parents to Okolona, Miss. When he fin¬ 

ished school he accepted a position with an Arkansas lum¬ 

ber company until he was elected teller in a large bank at 

Forest City, Ark. 

Thomas Cleveland Woodfin, born November 5, 1891, at 

Crawford, Lowndes County, Miss. Afterwards his par¬ 

ents, Thomas J. and Minnie Tucker Woodfin, moved to 

Okolona, Miss., where at present he is connected with the 

local post office. He is married and has a son, Thomas III, 

born October 9, 1925. On June 19, 1923, he mafried Car¬ 

rie Lee Hampton. 

J. M. Edwards, a native, of Bedford County, Tenn., 

where he has resided the greater portion of his life. He is 

still enjoying fairly good health for one more than eighty 

years old, a great grandson of Samuel Woodfin, a soldier 

under Andrew Jackson at the Battle of New Orleans, La., 

in the war of 1812. His daughter, Mrs. May E. Miller, 

resides with him near Fosterville, Tenn. 
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Emmet Sykes Woodfin was born in Columbus, Miss., 

August 18th, 1857, where his grandfather and father set¬ 

tled m 1835. 1327827 

Shortly after his birth his father, Wm. T. Woodfin, sold 

out his commercial interests and moved to his plantation, 

fifteen miles south of the city. It was quite the custom 

at that period to own plantations with slaves in abundance 

for every facility. The youth of such communities were 

brought up in great luxury and affluence. But alas, within 

a few years of this easy going came the echo of the great 

war, when the slaves were freed. 

Then came much poverty and distress among the people 

of the whole South, who were never accustomed to per¬ 

forming any manual labor of any kind, found themselves 

up against a difficult and sudden proposition. 

His father being a former merchant knew nothing of 

such changed conditions. However, with the negroes gone 

he made the best possible of the situation when he soon 

returned to his former vocation as a merchant. Even this 

was with many new problems from the war, which made 

matters extremely hazardous. There was very little money 

passing about and as a recourse credit was the only possi¬ 

ble plan to pursue. That policy was quite eventful and 

uncertain, attendant with more or less loss. This contin¬ 

ued for years, however, before much change came about. 

The subject of this sketch remained on the plantation 

doing whatever he could for one so young, yet showing 

considerable dislike for farm work, fn the fall of 1870 

the family moved to the little village of Crawford in the 

southwestern portion of Lowndes County, where he re¬ 

mained with his father until he was twenty years old. 

That was in 1876. When he became tired of being an ordi¬ 

nary clerk in a country store run by his father, he finally 

decided to enter a small business for himself. 

With a few hundred dollars and a like sum borrowed 

from an old friend he launched out in a small way as mer- 
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chant, but the venture was inopportune as the county was 

in no condition to support a small cash trade, as the chief 

business of the day was run on credit basis. However, 

this venture was concluded and his next thoughts were to 

be a commercial salesman. But without previous experi¬ 

ence was a serious halt, yet he assured the house he could 

make good provided a chance be given on a few trial trips. 

The first trip proved almost disastrous, owing to a great 

flood being in the entire Mississippi Valley at the time. 

Merchants could not be induced to buy at any price. How¬ 

ever he was determined to succeed if it were humanely 

possible with hard work. With a new territory to han¬ 

dle soon gave much assurance of far more satisfactory 

fields of endeavor, embracing South Arkansas and East 

Texas, he soon enjoyed a very fine trade. This occupation 

he followed for several years, in the meantime saving his 

earnings for the first business which came to hand. 

He established a furniture and carpet house at Pine 

Bluff, Arkansas, in January, 1887. This proved success¬ 

ful. Then a branch house was established at Texarkana, 

Texas. Then later one at Alexandria, La. Then a few 

years later at Shreveport, La., where headquarters were 

finally established, which became very highly profitable. 

In the meantime, while carrying on his commercial busi¬ 

ness affairs he was also engaged in the banking line, which 

he operated from his Shreveport headquarters, being for 

several years director in the Commercial National Bank, 

then the largest banking institution inAhe State, “except¬ 

ing New Orleans.” Many banks in South Louisiana and 

East Texas were organized by him to facilitate new com¬ 

merce that opened up in that section by new railroads 

and lumber companies. 

In October, 1906, he, with Samuel W. Smith, organized 

the American National Bank of Shreveport, an institution 

which still exists and enjoys a large patronage for that 

progressive city. 
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In the meantime he became overburdened with too much 

business, sold out his mercantile and some of his banking 

interests and moved to New Orleans, where he discon¬ 

tinued active affairs there in January, 1904. 

On October the 10th, 1889, he married Lulu, the young¬ 

est daughter of B. M. G. Brown, of Brown’s Station, 

Wheelock Plantation, East Feliciana Parish, La., whose 

father was a very large slave owner, also an extensive 

land owner. Her father was born in South Carolina in 

1803 and shortly afterwards moved with his parents to 

Louisiana. Ben J. Brown, born in South Carolina, in 

1770, and his mother, Rhody Brown, born in South Caro¬ 

lina, 1778, were very early pioneer settlers of that part 

of northeast Louisiana. 

Our subject’s great great maternal grandfather was a 

native of Norwood, now one of the principal townships of 

greater London. He emigrated to the United States about 

17G5, where he landed at Charleston, S. C. 

His great grandfather was a native of Charleston. His 

grandfather was a native of Abbeville District, South Caro¬ 

lina, subsequently moving to Lowndes County, Miss., in 

1844. Born 1809, died 1855. 

Our subject’s great uncle, Doctor Wesley Calhoun Nor¬ 

wood, born in Abbeville District, S. C., about 1805, was 

graduated from Edinbourgh, Scotland, with note and dis¬ 

tinction in surgery and medicine. He discovered Vave- 

trum, only drug then in use to control the pulse. He died 

at Cokesbury, S. C., about 1890r. 

His great uncle, James 1). Norwood, a Mexican veteran, 

was one of the first to place the American llag on the walls 

of Chepultepec Castle, City of Mexico, in 184G. He was bur¬ 

ied near Hogansville, Troupe County, Georgia. 

His uncles are Pickens Calhoun Norwood, of near Ma¬ 

con, Miss., born 1849 in Lowndes County, Miss., was a vali¬ 

ant Confederate soldier. fie still remains on his large 
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farm where he has lived for over 60 years. His younger 

uncles are: Lucian Gregory Norwood, born 1851, who re¬ 

sided at Wickliffe. Died April 17, 1928. Emmet Clarence 

Norwood resides at Mesquite, Dallas County, Texas. Born 

in Lowndes County, Miss., August 25, 1854. 

CHILDREN OF JAMES WOODFIN I. 

Samuel Woodfin, 2nd son of James and Catherine Wood- 

fin, moved to Uniontown, AN from Powhatan County, 

Va., with his father in 183© and was a planter during 

the active period of his life, making his home on his plan¬ 

tation. He married Elizabeth Hutcherson. Two daugh¬ 

ters were born to them, Mary B., born March 5th, 1857, 

died January 4, 190'2, and Marcella, the younger, who mar¬ 

ried her cousin, 0. L. Woodfin. Later the family moved 

to Uniontown where he died at the age of 85 years, 7 

months and 9 days. His wife died nearly 3 years later 

in 1901. 

Sarah McClenney, daughter of James and Catherine 

Woodfin, wife of Rev. S. G. McClenney, born in Powhatan 

County, Virginia, February 22, 1816, died in Uniontown, 

Alabama, June 15, 1936. 

Catherine Woodfin, daughter of James and Catherine 

Woodfin, was the fourth child. She married Dr. 0. L. Shi¬ 

vers of Marion, Alabama, well known physician. Their 

children were Jesse B., Catherine, Nannie E., Woodfin and 

Edward David. Jesse B., the eldest, served through the 

Civil War until wounded in seven places in the battle of 

Seven Pines, near Richmond, losing his left arm from one 

of the wounds. He married Miss Lou Robinson of Hunts¬ 

ville, Ala. Their children were Katie B., who married 

Otey Ward of Virginia. Two children, Frances and Jesse 

B., were born to this union. 

Fannie Shivers, who married Mr. Thatcher of Shreve¬ 

port, La., a well known attorney of that place. They had 

one son, Cray. She did not live long after his birth. 
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James Barry, who married Emma Kendall. They are 

living in Denver, Colorado, where he is in the drug busi¬ 

ness. No children have been born to this marriage. 

Walter Otey, better known in his home town as Sam, 

married Gertrude Dunklin. Has been a successful busi¬ 

ness man and represents his county in the Legislature. 

His wife’s father has been mayor of Marion for many 

years. They have one child, a daughter. 

Judge Shivers was elected Probate Judge of Perry 

County for five consecutive terms of six years each and 

died in oflice shortly before his last term expired. Brave 

as a lion and gentle as a woman, he was universally loved 

and respected. 

Sarah Catherine, daughter of 0. L. and Catherine Shi¬ 

vers, married Mr. Lattimore of Dublin, Texas, and her 

children are prominent in that state, one of them being 

State Judge of the Appellate Court, another a prominent 

attorney in Muskogee, Okla.; another, John, was run down 

and killed in an automobile accident several years ago. 

Her daughter, Bertha, was a lovely woman and we think 

married Mr. Spencer, a man of wealth and position. 

Nannie E., daughter of 0. L. and Catherine Shivers, 

married Prof. Alfred Boggess of Waco, Texas. He was a 

well known educator, holding a chair in Baylor University 

at Waco, until the time of his death. Their children were 

Alfred, attorney, and captain in the world war and is a 

well known and highly respected citizen of Texas. 

Off a Shivers, married Nina Higginbotham, whose father 

is a man of much wealth and stands high in the financial 

world as well as being a great home lover. Their chil¬ 

dren are Nancy, 0. S., Jr., and James. They are living 

in Dallas where he has been very successful as a business 

man. 

Annie Lou, manned Mr. Kimball, who has been superin¬ 

tendent of Dallas system of public schools. They have 
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several lovely children. For many years Mrs. Boggess 

has been living with this branch of her family. 

Woodfin Boggess, the youngest, married a lovely girl 

and the family call her Jerry. They have two children. 

He is with Higginbotham, Logan & Bailey and is making 

a success with that large Dallas firm. 

Woodfin Shivers, son of 0. L. and Catherine Shivers, 

married Miss Tayloe, sister of Judge W* H. Tayloe of 

Uniontown, Ala. They had several children, one of whom 

Harry, died a hero’s death in the explosion of a large 

munition plant. One of the daughters is librarian in New 

York. Both Woodfin Shivers and wife are dead. 

Edward Daniel Shivers, son of 0. L. and Catherine Shi¬ 

vers, married Miss Fannie Smith of Indianapolis, Ind. To 

this union five children were born : Sarah Catherine, mar¬ 

ried Bert Giles of New York city whose father is a sea 

captain. They have one daughter. Alfred Shivers, mar¬ 

ried Isabella Dew. They have one child. He is a success¬ 

ful druggist in Marion, Ala. Edward D., Jr., married 

Annette Robinson. He has a creamery and bottling plant 

in Marion. William Shivers, married Willie Mae Per¬ 

kins. They have two children and are living at Marion. 

James Shivers, educated at Marion Institute, and is help¬ 

ing his father with his ginnery, coal, farm and other busi¬ 

ness. 

To know Edward Shivers was to love him. Big hearted 

and liberal, his friends are legion. 

CHILDREN OF JAMES WOODFIN II. 

Samuel Woodfin, son of James II and Rebecca Woodfin, 

died at the age of about 65 years and is buried at Union- 

town, Ala. 

Addie Woodfin, married General Edmund W. Rucker, a 

brave and gallant cavalry leader during the civil war in 

the Southern army. They lived at Marion, Ala., where 

General Rucker was one of the. owners and superintendent 
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of the C. S. & M. railway now a part of the Southern Ry. 

Also General Nathan Bedford Forrest was one of the build¬ 

ers and president of this road. To this marriage three 

children were born: Louise, who married a Mr. Agee of 

Birmingham, where her father moved soon after his wife’s 

death. Mamie, married Dr. Stubbs of Birmingham, a 

splendid physician and a man who stood very high in 

the estimation of those who knew him. He died several 

years ago. Edward W. Rucker II, doctor, and a specialist 

who stands in the foremost rank in his city. Married, but 

we are not fortunate enough to have his wife’s maiden 

name. All three of her (Addie’s) children are living in 

Birmingham. 

General Rucker married a second time but no children 

were born to this union. His widow survives him as he 

died about three years ago. During his life as a citizen 

of Birmingham he was president of the Alabama National 

Bank, vice president and president, Schloss Sheffield Fur¬ 

nace Co., one of the large iron mills of the city. 

Cora Wood fin, married Robert S. Dickins of Sanford, 

Florida. They had several children who are living in 

Florida. She died about ten years after marrying, and is 

still survived by her husband. Both she and her sister, 

Addie, were exceptionally beautiful. 

Edward B. Woodfin, son of James 1 and Catherine Wood- 

fin, born in Powhatan County, Va., April 20th, 1820, and 

died at Marion, Ala., September 14th, 1889. Settled near 

Uniontown, Ala., in 1839. There tie married Lucy Mit¬ 

chell October G, 1846. They had four children, three of 

whom died very young. James M. Woodfin, born July 15, 

1855, died October 15, 1883, was looking after one of 

his fathers plantations near Uniontown at the time of his 

death. 

Lucy Mitchell, his first wife, died near Uniontown, Ala., 

May 19th, 1861, aged thirty-two years, one month and five 

days. 
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At the time the war between the states began he was 

living on his plantation near Uniontown and owned over 

a hundred slaves. During the war he was sent by the 

Confederate government as superintendent to a large salt 

mine in Mississippi and later as tax collector of the coun¬ 

ties of Perry & Bibb, in Alabama. He served the govern¬ 

ment without salary or remuneration of any kind. 

January 7th, 1863, he married Mary A. Moore, daughter 

of Wm. D. and Mary A. Moore, her father being a direct 

lineal descendant of John Moore of New York City, an 

officer under King George, and of General Sir John Moore 

of England. Her great grandfather, Stephen Moore, 

served as colonel in the Continental Army during the revo¬ 

lutionary war and he it was who sold West Point to the 

United States government for a military school, the con¬ 

sideration being $10,000. John Moore’s family vault is 

in old Trinity Churchyard, New York, the inscription on 

the stone is still very plain. 

By this marriage they had ten children in the order 

named: Edward Isaac, William Elisha, Bettie Lou, Lou 

Etta, Samuel Vaiden, Katie Belle, Sallie Moore, Richard 

Henry, Annie Gertrude, Mary Anne. 

Soon after the Civil War was over he moved his family, 

consisting of wife and first two sons, to Marion, Ala., 

where he lived until his death more than twenty years 

later. Four of their children, in the order named: Betty 

Lou, Lou Etta, Annie Gertrude, Mary Anne, died very 

young, leaving six who reached maturity, all of whom 

married and five are living today. 

Edward Isaac, born November 17, 1863, received his 

education at Howard College. He married Susan Barnard 

of Danville, Va., daughter of Wm. L. and Mary Withers 

Barnard, December 1, 1892. They were very happy for 

three years but no children were born to this union. She 

died at Marion after an illness of only 2 or 3 days. 

June 19, 1901, he married Roberta Foster of Marion. 

They have four children. Robert Barron received his edu- 
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cation at Marion Institute and is in the cotton business 
at Marion; Richard Edward also received his education 
at Marion Institute; Marion Moore is attending the Perry 
County High School, while Paul McLaurine, the youngest, 
is going to the city grammar school. 

They have two places near Marion and one at Tampa, 
Florida, where they spend their winters each year. 

William Elisha, second son, born October 30, 1865, at¬ 
tended Howard College. On December 12, 1900, he mar¬ 

ried Montague Wade, daughter of James Douglas Wade, 
president of the Marion Female Seminary at Marion, Ala. 
Her father was from Virginia and a Christian gentleman 
of the highest type. To this marriage two sons were born: 
William Douglas, November 13, 1902; he attended Marion 
Institute and at present is helping his father look after 
his farming interests. Edward Montague, born Novem¬ 
ber 8, 1903, graduated from Marion Institute and is help¬ 
ing his uncle in New Orleans carry on his cotton broker¬ 

age business on the floor of the New Orleans Cotton Ex¬ 
change. 

Montague Wade died in August, 1906. William E. is 

living at the old home near Marion and looking after sev¬ 
eral places which he owns. 

Samuel Vaiden Woodfin, 3rd son, born February 1, 1872, 
was educated at Howard College and was on the faculty 

of Marion Military Institute the first year it was founded. 
Col. Jas. T. Murfee being the head of the Institute pre¬ 
ferred this course, rather than to go with Howard College 

to liirmingham as its president. October 28, 1896, mar¬ 
ried Isabella Boyd Barnard of Danville, Va., daughter of 
Wm. L. and Jennie Withers Barnard, whose ancestors 
came to James City and Lower Norfolk in 1638, and were 
among the very early pioneers from England. Her uncle, 
E. Benton Withers, was a colonel in the Confederate army, 

another uncle was a doctor in Richmond, Va. Her brother, 
Alfred S., was mayor of Asheville and is a corporation 
lawyer of that city practicing in the higher courts of sev- 
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eral states. She graduated from Roanoke Female College, 

of Danville, Va. Dr. Samuel Averett, who later moved to 

Marion as president of Judson College and died while at 

the head of that institution was its president in Danville, 

Va. 

They lived at Marion until 1923 when they moved to 

New Orleans and where since that time he has been in 

the cotton brokerage business. 

In 1908 the Great Southern Life Insurance Company 

was formed. Soon after he was made a vice president and 

director. Later the company’s name was changed to Ala¬ 

bama National and in 1927 the Protective Life and the 

Alabama National were merged under the name of the 

Protective Life, and he is with the latter in the same ca¬ 

pacity. 

R. Withers Woodfin, first child, born February 13, 1898, 

and educated at Marion Institute and A. & M. College at 

Auburn. Enlisted for the world war and was in training 

at Auburn when the Armistice was declared, being mus¬ 

tered out soon after. For three years worked in the spot 

cotton business for Muckle & Woodfin. In 1924 became a 

partner in the brokerage business of Woodfin & Company, 

that being his present occupation. December 22, 1925, he 

married Annie Hendrick Ashcraft, daughter of John T. 

Ashcraft of Florence, Ala. They are living in their own 

home, 2104 Audubon street. 

Cecil Lambert Woodfin, daughter of S. V. and Isabella 

P). Woodfin, born August 19, 1903,^finished the graded 

and high school at Marion, being awarded the gold medal 

for general excellence her senior year. Attended How¬ 

ard Payne College, Brownwood, Texas; Newcomb College, 

New Orleans; University of California and graduated at 

Judson College with high honors. She is now taking post 

graduate work at Tulane University and living with her 

parents in New Orleans. 

Katie B. Woodfin, daughter of E. B. and M. A. Wood¬ 

fin, was born April 4, 1874, died December 28, 1905. She 
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married Harry Clayton Hawze. One son, Edward Wood- 

fin, was born to this union December 23, 1905. He re¬ 

ceived his education at the University of Alabama and 

at present is employed by Carroll B Walmsley in New 

Orleans. 

Richard Henry Woodfin, 4th son of E. B. and M. A. 

Woodfin, born March 1, 1878, was educated in the public 

schools and at Marion Institute on March 6, 1907, married 

Martha Elizabeth Townsend. 

Kathryne Townsend Woodfin was born February 22, 

1908, and will graduate this year from State Normal 

School at Florence, Ala. 

Elizabeth Moore, daughter of R. H & M. E. Woodfin, 

was born April 26, 1910, and will graduate this year from 

Perry County Pligh School at Marion. 

Samuel Harvey Woodfin, born March 29, 1912. 

Richard Henry Woodfin, born April 18, 1916. 

Gladys McLaurin Woodfin, born December 9, 1918. 

Grace Mays Woodfin, born May 29, 1921. 

Marjorie Jean Woodfin, born November 26, 1925. 

James Dudley Woodfin, born October 11, 1927. 

They are a fine, healthy, happy family living on their 

place near Marion, Ala. 

CHILDREN OF O. L. AND CATHERINE SHIVERS. 

McLaurin Shivers, son of 0. L. and Catherine Shivers, 

married Neal Cocke. Their children were Alleyn, Jack and 

Edward, in the order named. Alleyn married II. T. Morton, 

photographer of Marion and Birmingham. They have one 

son, named Hugh. 

Jack, attended Marion Institute and later took a course 

in law, is now city attorney for Poplarville. 
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Edward, married his cousin, Augusta Shivers, daughter 

of J. B. and Lou Shivers. They have three children, two 

boys and one girl. 

McLaurin Shivers was sheriff and at the time of his 

death was city attorney for his home town, Poplarville, 

Mississippi. 

0. L. Shivers II, son of 0. L. and Catherine Shivers, 

was a well known physician having a large practice. He 

married Minnie Cocke. They had two sons and three 

daughters: Julia married Arthur McFalliard of Meridian, 

Miss. Offa L. Ill, physician, married Virginia Allen Hurt 

of Marion. McLaurine married E. K. McCallum, a suc¬ 

cessful business man. They had three children. Offa 

Shivers is a teacher at Marion Institute. Mildred and 

William were the other two. Jessie B. died about fifteen 

years of age. Ethel Lou married Mr. Casey, a railroad 

man and we believe they are living at Laurel, Miss. 

Elizabeth Woodfin, daughter of James & Catherine 

Woodlin, born in Powhatan County, Va., moved to Ala¬ 

bama with her father and died at Marion, Alabama. 

David Woodfin, son of James & Catherine Woodfin, born 

in Powhatan County, Va., moved to Alabama in 1839, and 

was killed in the battle of Manassas during the civil war. 

Mary Woodfin, daughter of James and Catherine Wood¬ 

fin, born in Powhatan County, Va., moved to Uniontown, 

Ala., with her parents where she later married J. L. Wyatt, 

a merchant of Marion, Ala. Theiy oldest son, J. L. Wy¬ 

att II, married Maude Love, later moving to Chattanooga, 

Tenn. They had two lovely daughters. 

Henry Wyatt married Mary Boddie, but no children 

were born to this union. 

McLaurin Wyatt, who married his cousin, Perla Hudson 

of Mobile. They had one daughter, Perla 11. Perla senior 

died and McLaurin married a most estimable lady in Abi¬ 

lene, Texas, where they are now living. 
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Mary V. married Dr. Andrew Frazier. They had a 

son named Ludy and daughter named Bertha. Both the 

parents died near Abilene, Texas. 

Elizabeth Wyatt married Mr. Tomlinson of Birming¬ 

ham, Ala., where they are now living. They have one 

son. 

Walter Wyatt, the youngest, married and moved to Cali¬ 

fornia. 

John Boggess, son of Prof. Alfred and Nannie E. Bog- 

gess, and our last knowledge of him was living at West 

Texas. 

Rebecca Woodfin, daughter of James II and Rebecca 

Woodfin, married Riel 1 ™ ' 1',r brother of 

Mrs. E. B. Woodfin. William, 

the eldest, died soon after reaching manhood. Vera mar¬ 

ried Adam Myatt of Birmingham. They are living in that 

city where he is a broker. Cora, the youngest, married 

James Billingsby. They have one son, James II, and are 

living in Uniontown, Ala. 

Annie, eldest daughter of Richard Channing and Rebec¬ 

ca Moore, married Mr. Quackenbos of Enterprise, Florida. 

His ancestor was the author of Quackenbos’ English Gram¬ 

mar. They had several children. Mrs. Quackenbos died 

many years ago but Mr. Quackenbos we think is still living 

at Enterprise. 
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