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ONSOMECOLEOPTERAIN NEWJERSEY

By Fred M. Schott

Brooklyn, N. Y.

A New Xylotrechus

Xylotrechus schaefferi new species (Plate IX).

Body sub-parallel; head piceous, finely rugose, clothed with inconspicu-

ous, grayish hairs, frontal carinse well defined, V-shaped; antennae dark

brown; thorax broad as long, narrower than elytra, parallel to slightly below

middle, thence constricted to base; in profile vaguely depressed and abruptly

sloping near posterior margin, piceous, granulose, medially coarser, hirsute

patches yellow; elytra moderately rugose, scantily clothed with prostrate

pale hairs; brownish black; a short band of yellow hairs near base, a con-

spicuous line of yellow hairs from suture near the basal mark, curving in a

deep arc across the center of elytra toward, but not quite reaching, the lat-

eral margin; an apical transverse line of yellow from suture to near the

lateral margin and thence recurved upward; apices of elytra obliquely trun-

cate; underside piceous with grayish hairs forming bands on hind margins

of segments; legs reddish brown, femoral turgidity darker. Length, 11.0

mm.
;

width, 3‘.5 mm.

A single female taken at Lakelinrst, August 30, differs suffi-

ciently from others of the genus as to warrant, I believe, specific

designation. Accordingly, I propose to name it after the dis-

tinguished coleopterist, Charles Schaeffer.

Indebtedness to H. S. Barber and W. S. Fisher is acknowledged

for comparison with material in the U. S. National Museum.

Distributional Notes

A single specimen of Xylotrechus annosus Say was collected

at Somerville in June. The series of highlands in the north-

west and north-central regions of New Jersey would seem to*

mark, generally, the southern boundary of distribution in any

numbers of several distinctly boreal species among the Coleop-

tera. In June the writer spent a few days in the vicinity of

High Point near the N. Y.-N. J. states line, and at Greenwood

Lake. Interesting records were obtained at the first named local-
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ity where the highlands rise to a height of over 1,800 feet, the

greatest in New Jersey. There are about High Point a number

of features that strongly suggest the higher elevations of the

Catskills —in the flora for example such plants as Clintonia

borealis and Cornus canadensis. On Finns rigida were taken

several Ludius aereipennis Kirby and, more commonly, Ludius

trinndnlaius, Rand, also Ludius fallax Say
;

all these recorded

in more northerly latitudes but not taken by the writer south of

this region. One specimen of Pheletes stigma Hbst., recorded

‘‘New Jersey” in the Smith list, was taken. None of the above

mentioned, save P. stigma as noted, appears in the state’s pub-

lished lists of insects.

At Greenwood Lake there was found an interesting color

variety of Buprestis ultramarina Say {Salisbury ensis Hbst.) In

it the brilliant blue green of the elytra in the typical form is

replaced by a bright coppery tinge. A number of specimens of

this color phase were taken but those of the normal green form

were uncommon. It might seem as though the species is here

undergoing a pigmental change due to peculiar local conditions.

The writer is not aware that the unusual form has been taken in

the southern pine barrens of the state, which have been the Mecca

for seekers after this fine beetle. At High Point two specimens

of the normal ultramarina were taken after considerable club

calesthenics, but none of the cupreous kind.


