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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THOSE parts of the following History 
that are included between brackets thus [|], 

are the words of the Publisher Mr. Jonathan 
Edwards, Minister of Northampton in New- 
England, for the most part summarily re- 
presenting the chief things contained in Mr. 
Brainerd’s. Diary: the rest is the account 

that he gives of himself in his private writings, 
in his own words. 
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AN 

EXTRACT 

OF THE 

L IF E 

OF THE LATE 

Rev. DAVID: BRAINERD. 3 

PART I.. 

From his birth, to the time when be began to devote himfelf 
to the ftudy. of divinity. 

‘fT R. David’ Brainerd’ was: born April 20, 171%,. 
at' Haddam, a: town belonging to the county 

of Hartford, in the colony of: Comneéticnt, New- 
England. His father, who died when he was about 
nine years of age, was the Worfhipful Hezekiah: 
Brainerd, Efq. one of: his Majefty’s council for that 
colony, and the fon of Daniel Brainerd, Efq. a juf-- 
tice of the. peace,:and a deacon of the church in 
Haddam.. His mother’ was Mrs. Dorothy: Hobart, . 
daughter to the Rev; Mr..Jeremiah Hobart, who: 
preached awhile at Topsfield, and then removed to: 
Hempttead on Long-ifland, and afterwards came and ' 
fettled in the: work of the miniftry at Haddam ;: 
where he died in the 85th year of his age: of which: 
it is remarkable, that he. went to the public worfhip> 

. im: 



( 6 ) 
in the forenoon, and died in his chair between meet- 
ings. 
Mr. David Brainerd was the third fon of his 

parents. They had five fons and four danghters. 
Their eldeft fon is Hezekiah Brainerd, Efq. a juftice 
of the peace, and for feveral years paft a reprefenta- 
tive of the town of Haddam, in the general affembly 
of Connetticut colony. The fecond was the Reverend 
Nehemiah Brainerd, a worthy minifter at Eaftbury 
in Connecticut, who died of a Confumption Nov. 
10, 1742. ‘The fourth is Mr. John Brainerd, who 
fucceeds his brother David, as miffionary to the In- 
dians, and paftor of the fame church of chriftian 
Indians in New Jerfey: and the fifth was Ifrael, late 
ftudent at Yale-college in New-Haven, who died 
fince his brother David.—Mrs. Dorothy Brainerd 
having lived feveral years a widow, died when her 
fon David was about fourteen years of age: fo that in 
his youth he was left both fatherlefs and motherlefs. 
[ What account he has-given of himéelf, and his own 
life, may be feen in what follows. } 

WAS, I think, from my youth, fomething fober, 
‘XL and inclined to melancholy, but do not remember 
any conviction of fing worthy of remark, till I was 
feven or eight years of age; when'I gtew terrified at 
the thoughts of death, and was driven to the pers 
formance of duties ; this religious concern was fhort- 
lived. However, I fometimes attended fecret pray-, 
er; and thus lived at ‘eafein Zion, though without 
God in. the world,” til, was. above thirteen years of 
age. But in the winter 1732, E.was fomething roufed 
by the prevailing of a mortal ficknefs in Haddam. I 
was frequent, conftant, and fomething fervent in. 
duties, and took delight in. reading, efpecially Mr. 
Janeway’s Token for Children; 1 was fometimes much. 
melted in duties, and ‘took. great delight in the per-. 
formance of them. , The Spirit of God at this time 
proceeded far with me, 1 was remarkably dead to: 
the world, and my thoughts were almoft wholly em- 
ployed about my foul’s coucerns; I may indeed fay,, 

| + Almok 
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(7 ) 
« Almoft Iwas perfuaded iv. be a Chriftian.” . I, was 
alfo exceedingly diftreffed atthe death of my mother, 
in Match,.178@. But afterwards my religious con-: 
cern. declinedy, and: I by, degrees fell back into fee. 
curity, though I ftill shemale oh fecret. prayer. 

About. the,26th of April, 1733; I removed, from 
my father’s houfe to Eaft-Haddam, where t {pent 
fouryears. Here I went in'a round of feeret duty, 
I was not much addicted to young company,; ‘but; 
when J did. go-into it, I never returned, with fo good, 
a confcience as I went; it always added new guilt to 
me, and made me afraid to come to the throne of 

ace. I ; pyre 

Wace the latter end of April 1737, being full. 
nineteen, I removed to Durham, and began to work 
on my farm, and fo continued till I was twenty years 
old; though frequently longing after a liberal education. 
When I was.about twenty, I applied myfelf to ftudy, 
and was engaged more than ever in the duties of re- 
ligion. _ I became: very watchful over my; thoughts,: 
words, and aétions;.and_ thought I muft be fo, be- 
caufe I defigned to devote myfelf to the miniftry.. 

Some time in, April 1738,.1 went to Mr. Fifke’s 
and lived with him during his life*, and I remem- 
ber, he advifed. me wholly to, abandon young com- 
pany, and aflociate myfelf with grave -elderly, peo-., 
ple, which counfel, I followed, and my manner - of 

; 

_ hife was now exceeding regular. I read:my Bible more 
than, twice through in lefs than a year.. I {pent-much. 
time every day in fecret prayer, and other fecret duties 5; 
I gave great attention to. the word preached,; and en+ 

- deavoured to my ytmofti.to retain it.. So-much-con- 
cerned was I about religion, that I agreed, with fome 
young perfons to. meet privately on. Sabbath-even-. 
ings for religious’ exercifes: and after.our meeting ; 
was ended, I ufed,to repeat the difcourfes of, the 
day to myfelf, and recolle& what E coutd,. though, 
fometimes it was late in the night. Again, on Mon. 
day mornings I ufed fometimes to recollect the fame 

fermons, 

* Mr, Fiske was the pastor of the church in Haddam, ia 
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fermons. I had fometimes confiderable movings: of 
affections in duties, and much pleafure therein. 

After Mr. Fifke’s death, I proceeded if: my learne 
ing with my brother, and was ftill' very confant in: 
religious duties. ‘Thus I proceeded on a /e/f-righteous: 
foundation *; dnd fhould fill, had'not the mere mercy: 
of God prevented. 

- ‘Some time in the beginning of winter, anno 1'788,. 
it’ pleafed God; on-one Sabbath day morning, as I. 
was ‘walking out for fome feeret' duties, to give me: 
on a fudden, ‘fuch a fenfe of ‘my danger, and the 
wrath of God, that I ftood amazed, and was much: 
diftreffed all that day, fearing the vengeance of God' 
would foon: overtake me. I kept much alone, and: 
fometimes grudged the birds and-beafts their happi-- 
nefs, ‘becaufe they were not expofed to eternal mifery,. 
as Ifaw I was. And thus I lived from day to day, 
in great diftrefs :.fometimes there appeared mountains. 
before me to obftruct my hopes of mercy: but 1 ufed,, 
however, to pray and cry to God, and perform other. 
duties with great earneftnefs. © ; 

Some time in February, 1738-9, I fet apart a day’ 
for fecret fafting and prayer, and {pent the fame in: 
almoft- inceflant cries. to God: for mercy, that he: 
would open my eyes to fée the evil of fin, and the: 
way of life by Jefus Chrift, God was pleafed that: 
day ‘to make confiderable difcoveries of my heart: 
to me, and to make my ‘endeavours a means: to fhew: 
me-my helplefnefsin fome meafure.———I conftantly : 
trove after whatever qualifications, I imagined others: 
obtained before the reception of Chrift. Sometimes. 
I: felt: the ‘power of-an-hard heart, and fuppofed it- 
-muft be: foftened before Chrift- would accept of: me s- 
and when I felt any. meltings of heart, I hoped -now 
the work was almoft done. And hence, when my 
diftrefs ftill. remained, I was wont to murmur at: 
God’s dealings: with me, .and ‘thought, when others: 

felt: 

*: I'doubt that; . I believe this was ‘True Religion as far as.ig: 
went. 
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felt their hearts foftened, God fliewéd thém méfey, 
but my diftrefs remained fill. 

Sometimes I grew remi/s and /luggi/b, without any 
great convictions of fin, for a confiderable time tage- 
thers but after’ fuch a feafon, conviétton feized me 
more violently. One night in. particular, when I 
was walking {olitarily abroad, 1 sad ‘fuch a view of 
my fin, that I feared the ground would cleave afon- 
der, and fend my foul quick into hell. And though 
I was forced to go to bed, let my diftrefs fhould 
difcovered by others, which I much feared; yet I 
fearce durft fleep at all, for I ee would be a 
preat wonder if I fhould be out of ‘hell:in the: morn: 
ing. But though my d‘ftrefs was thus great, yet I 
dreaded the lois. of convictions, and returning back 
to. a tate of iécurity, and to,my former infenfibility 
of. impending wrath; this made nie. exceeding 
exact in my behaviour, left 1 fhould ftifle the:motions 

; ’s Spirit. ‘Lonastaptay fhe t hina 
he many difappointments: and diftrefies -1: met 

with, put me into a'moft hornible frame of ‘contePing with 
the Almighty; with an .inward vehemence;’ findit 
fault with his. ways of dealing with mankind.) - 
found great fault with the imputation: of Adain’s fin 
to his pofterity 3 and my: witked heart: often ‘withed 
for fome other way of falvation, than: by Jefus Chri 
I withed fometimes there was-mo God; or that. there 
were fome. other God, that could ‘controul: him, \:'Thefe 
thoughts .were frequently acted before d:was aware} 
but,,.when , E. confidered thisy it. diftreffed «mie, . ‘td 

ink, that my heart was fd. full of ‘enthiy-agamt 
d; and it made. me tremble, Jef God’s vengeanee 

! ould. fuddenly .fall:) upon me. I ufed: befote;:'to 
| Gagne By heart was not fo bad, as the 'fcripturestres 
prefented. Sometimes; -I.ufed to take much: pains't. 
work it into'an:-humble fubrniflive difpofition ; But oit 
a fudden, the thoughts of \the ftrictiefs of the law, or 
the fovereignty of Ginds would fo irritate ‘thercorrup. 

mot my heart, that it would break:over all bounds; 
burt forth on all fides) like floodsiof waters wher 

they, bteak down: their dams 19 (0 00 net: White “wey ile 



( 10 ) 
While I was in this diftrefled Rate of mind, the cers 

ruption of my heart was efpecially irritated with thefe 3 
things following. _ 

1. The Ariane of the divine law. » For I found it 
was impoflible for me (after my utmoft pains) to ane 
{wer the demands of it. I often made refolutions, 
and as often broke them. I imputed the whole to 
want of being more watchful, and ufed to call my- 
felf a fool for my negligence. But when, upon a 
ftronger refolution, and greater endeavours, fafting 
and prayer, I found all attempts fail, then I quarrelled 
-with the law of God, as unreafonably rigid. I 
thought, if it extended only to my outward actions, 
I could bear with it; but I found it condemned me 
for the fins of my heart, which I could not poffibly 
prevent. I was extremely loath to give out, and own 
my utizr helpleffnefs; but after repeated difappoint- 
ments, thought that, rather than perifh, I could do a 
fittle more ftill, efpecially if fuch and fuch circum: 
ftances .might. but attend my endeavours. I hoped, 
that I fhould ftrive more earneftly than.ever, and. 
this hope of future, more- favourable circumftances, 
and of doing fomething hereafter, kept me from ute 
ter defpair of myfelf, and from feeing myfelf fallen 
nto the hands of God, and dependent on nothing 
but boundlefs grace. | ‘hg 
vy: Another thing was, that faith alone'was ‘the cons 
dition of falvation; and that God' would not come down 
to-lower terms, that he would not promife life and 
falvation iabon my: fincere prayers and endeavours. 
That: ;word;;;‘Mark .xvi, 16. “He that believeth 
not:fhallybé:damned,”’ cut off all ‘hope there. ‘I 
found, ‘faith was. the gift of God; that Ecould not 
getat-ofmpfelf; and could not eblige God'to beftow 
it:upon me, by any of my: performances, (Eph. ii. I.’ & 
8.) 4 This,L:was ready té fay, “ is ahard faying, 
who can: bear it?” I could not bear, that all 1 had 
done; should ftand: for metre’ nothing, who had ‘been 
very confcientious in: duty, and ‘had been exceeding 
religious a great while, and had (as I thought) done 
much more than many others: that had obtained’ mer- 
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( ul ) 
ey. I confeffed indeed the vilenefs of my duties; 
but then, what made them at that time feem vile, 
was my wandering thoughts in them ; not becaufe I 
was all over defiled, and the principle corrupt from 
whence they flowed, fo that I could not poffibly do 
any thing that was good. And therefore I called 
what I did, by the name of faithful endeavours, and 
could not bear, that God had made no promifes of 
falvationtothem.. _— | 

$. Another thing was, that I could not find out 
how to come to Chrift.. I read the calls of Chrift, 
made to the weary and heavy-laden; but could find 
no way that he directed themtocome in. I thought I 
would gladly come, if I knew bow, though the path 
of duty directed to, was never fo difficult. Mr. Stod- 
dard’s Guide to Chrift, did not tell me any thin 
T could do, that would bring me to Chrift, but left 
me as it were with a great gulf between me and 
Chrift, without any direction to get through. For I 
was not yet experimentally taught, that there could 
be no way prefcribed, whereby a natural man could, 
of his own itrength, obtain that which is fupernatt- 
ral, and which the higheit angel cannot vive. 3 

All this time the Spirit of God was powerfully at 
work with me; and I was inwardly prefled to reline 
quith all /elf-confidence, all hopes of ever helping my-’ 
felf by any means whatfoever. And the conviction of 
my /of eltate was fometimes fo clear, that it was as if 
it had been declared to me in fo many words, ‘ It is 
done, it is for ever impoflible to deliver yourielf.” 
For about three or four days, my foul was thus dif- 
trefled, efpecially at fome turns, when for a few 
moments I feemed to myfelf loft and undone; bub: 
then would fhrink back»immediately from the fight, 

B becaufe I dared not venture. myfelf into the hands 
of God, as wholly helplefsior'I dared not fee that im. 
portant truth, that | was dead:intrefpaffes and fins. But’ 
when [had thruft away thefe:\views of myfelf at any’ 
time; I was diftrefféd to have the fame difcoveries: 

a again, for I greatly feared being given over of God 
to final Rupidity, When I thought of: putting: it ‘off 

te 



{ ( 2 ) 
to, a more convenient: feafon, the convittion was fo power- 
fal wth regard)to, the: prefent time, that it was the 

helt time, and probably; the. only time, chat I dared 
notto putit.of It-was the: fight of: truth, concerning 
mytfelf, tsuth refpehing my fate, as a creature fallen 
and alienated: from God, and: that confequently. could 
make no, demands, on. God; for mercy, my foul fhrunk 
pap teams Leould fee:no fafety in.owning myfelf in 
the ands of God, and that I could. lay:no: claim to. 

thing betten than| damnation. 
But after a, confiderable. time {pent.in fuch: diftref:. 

fes, one, morning, while; L, was walking in.a folitary: 
place, asufnal, Lat once faw that all my. contrivances. 
to, procurefalvation, for myfelf, were. utterly: in vain: 

_ Iwas brought.quite to a ftand.as. finding myfelf totally 
lef. I had thought many times, that the: difficulties 
were very, great; but now I faw, in a very different 
light, that.it. was. for ever impoflible for-me to-do-any- 
hing, towards, delivering, mydelf Ithen.thought of 
uming. myfe'f, that I hadi not. done more,, while I 

had, opportunity.;. (for it feemed now. as:if| the: feafon. 
of. doing. was for, ever.over and gone ;)i but Tinftantly. 
faw, that let. me. haye: done what I: would, it would 
no. more have tended.to my helping. myfelf, than what 
I_ had done; that I, had: made: all: the: pleas I ever. 
could have, made to all. eternity, and that all my. 
pleas, were, vain. The sweult: that had been: before 
in; my, mind, was: now guieted.;.and I. was.fomething: 
eafed of that. diftixefs which. I felt, while ftruggling: 
againtafight.of:myfelf, Ihadithe greesete certainty: 
that, my: {tate was for: ever: miferable; for alkthat I! 
could dos, and, was almoft aftonifhed that-I‘had.never J 
been fenfibleofiit before. 
Im the time. while. I: remained:in: this: ate, my:so- 

tions. refpecting my: duties, .werey quite. different (Saul 
what 1 had, ever entertained!:im!times paft.. Now I 
dayyy. there, was no neceflary. connection between. my: 

pyayets and the divine mercy: that: they. laid: not the 
leaft, obligation, upun:Ged: ‘to beftow. his grace: upon. 
me,and thas there was:no.more goodnefs in them, 
than -therg; wquld be, in.my paddling. with my: hand 
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( 18 ) 
in the water, (which was the comparifon I had thes 
in my mind): and this becaufe they were not per- 
formed from any love toGod. I faw that I had heaped 
up my devotions before God, falting, praying, &ce 
really thinking I was aiming at the glory of God; 
whereas I never once truly intended it. 

I continued in this ftate of mind from Friday 
morning till the Sabbath-evening following, July 12, 
1739, when I was walking again in the fame folitary 
place, and attempting to pray, but found no heart 
to engage in that or any other duty. Having been 
thus endeavouring to pray for near half an hour, 
(and by this time the fun was about half an hour 
high) as I was walking in a dark, thick grove, un/peak- 
able glory feemed to open to the view of my foul. I 
do not mean any external brightnefs, nor any imagi- 
nation of a body of light, or any thing of that nature ¢ 
but it was a new inward apprehenfion or view that I 
had of God, fuch as I never had before. I ftood 
ftill, and admired. I knew that I had never feen be- 
fore any thing comparable to it for excellency and 
beauty; it was widely different from all the concep- 
tions that ever I had of God, or things divine. . I 
had no particular apprehenfion of any one perfon in 
the Trinity, either the Father, the Son, or the Holy 
Ghoft; but it appeared to be divine glory, that I then 
beheld : and my foul rejoiced with joy unfpeakable, to fee 
fuch a God, fuch a glorious divine being ; and I was 
inwardly pleafed and fatisfied, that he fhould be God 
over all for ever and ever. My foul was fo capti- 
vated and delighted with the excellency, lovelinefs, 
greatnefs, and other perfections of God, that I was 
even fwallowed up in him, to that degree, that at 
Jr, 1 {carce reflected there was fuch a creature as 
myfelf. 

Thus God, { truft, brought me to a hearty difpoe 
fition to exalt him, and fet him on the throne, and ul- 
timately to aim at his honour and glory, as king of 
the univerfe. 

I continued in this ftate till near dark, without any 
‘fenfible abatement ; and vee began to think what [ 
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had feen; and was f{weetly compofed all the evening 
following. I felt myfelf in a new world, and every 
thing about me appeared with. a different afpe& from 
what. it was wont:to do. , gee 

- At this time the way of /alvation opened to me with 
fuch ‘infinite wifdom, {fuitablenefs, and excellency, 
that I wondered I fhould ever think of any other way 
of falvation; was amazed, that I had not dropped 
my own contrivances, and complied with this bleffed 
and excellent way before. If I could have been faved 
by my own duties, or any other way that I had for- 
merly contrived, my whole foul would now have re- 
fufed. I.wondered, that the whole world did not fee 
and comply with this way of falvation, entirely by the 
mmerits of Chrift. . 
- The {weet relith of what 1 then felt, continued: with 
me for feveral days, in a greater or Jefs degree. I 
could not but fweetly rejoice in God, lying down and 
rifing up. The next Lord’s day I felt fomething of 
the fame kind, though not fo powerful. But, not 
long after, was again under great diftrefs; yet not of 
-the fame kind with my diftrefs under convictions. 
was guilty, afraid, and afhamed to come before God ; 
was exceedingly prefled with a fenfe of guilt: but it 

‘was not long before I felt (I truft) true repentance ° 
and joy in God. | 

+ In the beginning of September I went to college,* 
and eritered there; but with fome degree of nl 
 ‘tatice, fearing left 1 fhould not be able to lead a life 
of ftri@ religion, in the midft of fo many temptati- 
ons. After this, before I went to tarry at college, 
it pleafed God to vifit my foul with clearer manifef- 

' tations of himfelf. I was {pending fome time in prayer, 
and felf-examination ; and the Lord by his-grace fo 
fhined into my heart, that I enjoyed full: affurance of 

* dis favour; and my foul was unfpeakably refrefhed. 
fit this time efpecially, as well as fome others, fun- 
dry paflages of God’s. word opened to my foul with 
divine clearnefs, power and {weetnefs, fo-as to appear 

a " exceeding 

* Yale College in New Haven. 
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( 15) 
exceeding precious, and with clear and certain evi- 
dences of its being the word of God. I enjoyed confi- 
derable {weetnefs in religion all the winter following.- 

In Jan. 1739—40, the meafles {pread much. in col- 
lege ; and I having taken the diftemper, went home 
to Haddam. But fome days before I was taken fick, : 
my foul mourned the abfence of the Comforter: it 

| feemed to me; all comfort was gone; I cried to God, 
yet found no relief. But a night or two'before 1 
was:taken ill, while I was walking alone and engaged 
in meditation and prayer, I enjoyed a {weet refrething 
vifit from above, fo:that my foul was raifed far above 
the fears of death. O how much more refrefhing this: 
one feafon was, than all the pleafures that earth can 
afford! After a day or two I: was taken with the 
meafles, and almoft defpaired of life; but had no 
diftrefing fears of death. However, I foon re- 
covered: yet, by reafon of hard ftudies, I had little 
time for fpiritual duties; my. foul often mourned for 
want of more time and opportunity to be alone with 
God. In the fpring and fummer following, I had 
better advantages for retirement, and enjoyed more 
comfort :. though indeed my ambition in my ftudies: 
greatly wronged the wgour of my fpiritual life: yer 
“ in this multitude of my thoughts within me, God’s 
comforts..delighted: my foul.” 

One day in particular, (in June 1740) I walked in 
the fields alone, and found fuch unfpeakable {weet- 
nefs in God, that I thought, if I mutt continue ftill 
in the evil world, I wanted always to be there to be- 
hold God’s glory. My foul dearly loved all mankind, 
and longed exceedingly that they fhould enjoy what 

| Tenjoyed.—It feemed to be a little refemblance of 
heaven. 
-In Auguft following; 1 became fo difordered, by 

too clofe application to my ftudies, that I was advifed 
by my tutor to go home, and-difengage my mind from 
ftudy, as much as I could; for I began to {pir blood. 

f I took his advice, but being, brought very low, I 
looked death in the fae pape fteadfattly ; the Lord 

was 
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was pleafed to give me a fweet relifh of divine things, 
and my fou! took delight in the blefled God. 

Saturday, Oétober 18. In my morning devotions, 
my foul was exceedingly melted for, and bitterly 
mourned over my exceeeing f/infulne/s and vilensfs. I 
never before felt fo deep a fenfe of the odious nature 
of fin. My foul was then unufually carried forth in 
love to God, and had a lively fenfe of God’s love to 
me. And this love and hope, caft out fear. 

Otober 19. In the morning I felt my foul Sunger- 
ing and thirfling after righteoufnefs. In the forenoon, 
while I was looking on the facramental elements, and | 
thinking that Jefus Chrift would foon be “ fet forth 
crucified before me,”? my foul was filled with light and 
Jove, fo that I was almoft in an ecftacy ; my body 
was fo weak, “I could hardly ftand. I felt at the fame 
time an exceeding tendernefs and moft fervent love to. | 
wards all mankind ; fo that my foul and all the powers 
of it feemed, as it were, to melt into foftnefs and 
fweetnefs. This love and joy caft out fear; and my 
foul longed for perfect grace and glory. 

Tuefday, Oftober 21. I had likewife experience of 
the goodnefs of God in “ fhedding abroad his love in 
my heart,” and all the remaining part of the week, 
amy foul was taken up with divine things. I now fo 
donged after God, and to be freed from fin, that when 
Z felt myfelf recovering, and thought I muft return to 
‘college again, which had proved {fo hurtful to me the 
toed paft, I could not but be grieved, and I thought I 
ad much rather have died; but before 1 went, I en- 

joyed feveral other {weet and precious feafons of com- 
murion with God, wherein my foul enjoyed unfpeak.- 
able comfort. 

I returned to college about November 6, and 
through the goodnefs of God, felt the power of. reli- 
‘gion almoft daily. | 

November 28. I enjoyed precious difcoveries of 
God, and was unfpeakably refrefhed with that paflage, 
Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24, fo that my foul longed to wing 
away for the paradife of God; I longed to be con- 
formed to God in all things. 

Tuefday, 

ftanc 
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Tuefday, December 9. God was pleafed wonder- 

fally to affit and firengthen me; fo that I thought 
nothing fhould ever move me from the love of God 
in Chrift Jefus my Lord.—O! one bour with God infi- 
mitely exceeds all the pleafures of this lower world. 

Towards the latter end of January, 1740-41. I 
w more cold and dull in matters of religion, by 

means of my old temptation, ambition in my ftudies.. 
—But through divine goodnefs, a great and general 
awakening {pread itfelf over the college, about the lat- 
ter end of February, in which I was much quickened, 
and more abundantly engaged in religion. 

[ This awakening here fpoken of, was at the begin- 
ning of that extraordinary religious. commotion through 
the land, which-is frefh in every one’s memory. | This 
awakening was for a time very great and general at 
New-Haven ; and the college had no fmail thare in 
it: that fociety was greatly reformed, the ftudents in 
eneral became ferious, and many of ‘nem remarkably 
o, and much ehgaged in the concerns of their eternal 
falvation. top 

It could not be otherwife than that one whofe heart 
had been fo drawn to God, fhculd be mightily en- 
larged, animated, and engaged at the fight of fuch an 
alteration made in the college, the towa, and land ;. 
and fo great an appearance of men’s reforming their: 
lives, and turning from their profanenefs and immo- 
rality,; to feriouinefs and concern for their falvationg. 
aud of religion’s reviving and flourifhing almoft every” 
where. But as an intemperate: zeal, .foon:. mingled 

-itfelf. with that revival of religion; fo Mr. Brainerd 
had the unhappinefs to have a tinétnre of it. One in- 
ftance of which it is-neceffary fhould be related, with . 
its circumftances: 

In: the time of the awakening at college, feveral : 
ftudents affociated themfelves, who were wont freely 

to open themielves one to another; Mr. Brainerd was 
one of this company.. And it once happened, that 
he and two or thrée more of thefe his intimate friends . 
were in the hall together, after. Mr. Whittelfey, ‘one 
of the tutors, had been to prayer.there with-the {cho- 

lars 
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lars no other perfon now remaining in the hall, but 
Mr. Brainerd and thefe his companions. : Mr. Whit- 
telfey having been unufually pathetic in his prayer, 

-one of Brainerd’s friends afked him what he thought 
of Mr. Whittelfey ; he made anfwer, ‘“ He has no 
more grace than this chair.”” One happening at that 
time to be near the hall ‘over-heard thofe words, 
though he heard no name mentioned, and knew not 
who the perfon was, which was thus cenfured : he in. 
formed a certain woman who went and informed the 

_ yeétor, who fent for the man and examined him ; and 
he told the rector the words that he heard Brainerd 

- utter, and’ informed him who were in the room with 
him at that time. Upon which the rector fent for 
them; they were very backward to inform againft 
their friend, of that which they looked upon as private 
converfation, yet the rector compelled them to de. 
clare what he faid, and of whom he faid it.—Brainerd 
thought, that what he faid in private, was injurioufly 
extorted from his friends, and that it was injurioufly 
required of him to make a public confeffion, before 
the whole college in the hall, for what. he had faid 
only in private converfation—He not complying 
with this demand, and having gone once to the fepa- 
rate meeting at New-Haven, when forbidden by the 
rector, and alfo having been accufed’ of faying con- 
cerning the rector, that he wondered he did not ex- 

pect to drop down dead for fining the fcholars who 
followed Mr. Tennent to Milford, though there was 
no proof of it, (and Mr. Brainerd ever profeffed that 
he did not remember his. faying any thing to that pur- 

- pofe;) he was expelled the college. 
The reader will fee, in the fequel of Mr. Brainerd’s 

life,* what his own thoughts afterwards were of his 
behaviour in thefe things, and in how chriftian a] 
manner he conduéted himfelf, with refpect to this. af- 
fair. Though he ever, as long as he lived, fuppofed 

: himfelf 

® Particulgrly under the date, Wednesday, Sept. 14, 174% 
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himfelf r°:ch abufed, in the management of it, and 
in what ie fuffered in it. 

His expulfion was in the winter anno 1741-2, 
while he was in his third year in college. } 

PART II. 

From the time that he began to devote himfelf to the tudy of 
divinity, sil] be was examined and licenfed to preach. 

[ ME: Brainerd, the fpring after his expulfion, 
went to live with the Reverend Mr. Mills, 

of Ripton, to follow his fludies with him, in order 
to his being fitted for the work of the miniftry ; where 
he {pent the greater part of the time till the Affocia- 
tion licenfed him to preach.J—The following ac- 
count is in his own words. 

Thurtday, April 1, 1742. 1 feem to be declining 
with refpect to my life and warmth in divine things; 
O that Gad would humble me deeply in the dufi! 
I deferve hell every day for not loving my Lord 
more, ‘who has loved me, and given himfelf for 
me ;’’ and every time I am enabled to exercife any 
grace, I am indebted to the God of all grace for {pe- 
cial affiitance. ‘ Where then is boafting ?”’ Surely 
“it is excluded,’ fince we depend on God for the 
being and every act of grace. 

Friday, April 2. In the afternoon I felt myfelf, 
in fecret prayer, much refigned, calm, and ferene. 
What are all the ftorms of this lower world, if Fefus 
by his fpirit does but come walking on the feas. !—Some 
time palt, I had much pleafure in the profpe& of the 
heathen’s being brought home to Chrift, and defired 
that the Lord would employ me in that work ;—but 
now my foul more frequently defires to die, to be with 
Chrif. O that my foul were wrupt up in love, and 
my longing after God increafed ! 

Saturday, April 8. I had an ill night laft night. 
J thought, if God would take me to himfelf, my foul 

! would 
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would exceedingly rejoice. O that I may be always 
humble and refigned to God, and that God would 
caufe my foul to be more fixed on himéfelf, that I may 
be more fitted both for doing and fuffering ! ! 

Lord’s-day, April 4. O my blefled God! Let me 
climb up near to fim, and love, and long, and plead, 
‘and wreitle, and reach, and ftretch after him, and 
for deliverance from the body of fin and death.— 
Alas! my foul mourned to think I thould ever lofe 
fight of its Beloved again. ‘* O come, Lord Jefus. 
Amen.” 

Tuefday, April 6. I cried to God to wafh my 
foul, and cleanfe me from my exceeding filthinefs. 
—And f could think of undergoing the greateft 
fufferings, with pleafure; and found myfelf willing 
(if God thould fo order it) to fuffer banifhment from 
my native land, among the heathen, that I might do 
fomething for their falvation, in diftreffes and deaths 
of any kind.—Then God gave me to wreftle earneft- 
ly for others, for the kingdom of Chrift in the world, 
and for my dear chriitian friends.—I felt myfelf 
weaned from the world, and from my own reputa- 
tion, willing to bé defpifed, and to be a gazing-ftock 
for the world.——It is impoflible for me to exprefs 
what I then felt. I had not much joy, but a fenfe of 
the majefty of God, which made me tremble. I faw 
myfelf mean and vile, which made me more willing 
that God fhould do what he would with me} it was 
all infinitely reafonable. 
Wednefday, April ‘7. I had not fo much fervency 

‘in prayer,———At noon I fpent fome time in fecret, 
with fervency, but fcarce any fweetnefs. 

Thurfday, April 8. I had hopes refpecting the 
heathen. O that God would bring in numbers of 
them to Chrift! 1-cannot but hope I thall fee that 
glorious day. Every thing in this world feems ex- 
ceeding vile and little to me, I look fo to myfelf. 

Saturday, April 10. I {pent much time in fecret 
prayer this morning, and not without fome comfort: 
ut am fo low, and feel fo little of the fenfible pre- 

fence of God, that I hardly know what to call ha 
an 
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and am made to “ )»offefs the fins of my youth,” and 
he dreadful fin of my nature, and am all fins I eane 
ot think, nor aé&, but every motion is fin.—Yet I 
eel fome faint hopes, that God will, of his infinite 
mercy, return. 
‘Lord’s-day, April 11. Afterwards I had fweet- 

nefs in the thoughts of arriving at the heavenly world. 
O for the happy day ! After public worfhip, God 
gave me fpecial affiftance in prayer. I wreftled with 
my dear Lord, with much fweetnefs, and intercef- 
fion was a {weet and delightful employment to me. 
——lIn the evening, as I was viewing the light in the 
north, I was delighted in contemplation on the glori- 
ous morning of the refurrection. 

Monday, April 12. This morning the Lord was 
pleafed to lift up the light of his countenance upon 
me in fecret prayer, and made the feafon very preci- 
ous to my foul. I felt miyfelf exceeding calm, and 
quite refigned to God, pn ka my future employ- 
ment, when and where he pleafed. My faith lifted me’ 
above the world, and removed all thofe mountains, 
that I could not look over of late. I wanted not the 
favour of men to lean upon; for I knew Chrift’s fa- 
vour was infinitely better, and that it was no matter 
ahen, nor where, nor how Chrift fhould fend me, nor 
what trials he fhould ftill exercife me with, if I might 
be prepared for his work and will. I now found 
{weetly revived in my mind, the wonderful difcovery 
of infinite wifgom in all the difpenfations of God to- 
wards me, which I had a little before I met with my 
great trial at college: every thing appeared full of the 
wifdom of God. . 

Wednefday, April 14. My foul longed for com- 
munion with Chrift, and for the mortification of in- 
‘dwelling corruption, efpecially f{p‘.itual pride. O, 
there is a fweet.day coming, wherein “ the weary 
will be at reft !’? My foul has ‘enjoyed much {weet- 
nefs this day in the hopes of its fpeedy arrival. - 
Thurfday, April 15. My defires centred in God, 

and I found a fenfible. attraction of foul after him ; 
fl long for Ged, and a conformity to his will, in 

war 
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ward holinefs, ten thoufand times more than for any 
thing here below. 

Lord’s-day, April 18. I retired early this morn. 
ing into the woods for prayer, and was enabled to 
plead with fervency for the advancement of Chrift’s 
kingdom.——At night I faw myfelf infinitely indebt. 
ed to God, and had a view of my fhort comings: it 
feemed to me that I had done nothing for God, and 
that I had Jived'to him but a few hours of my life. 

Monday, April 19. J fet apart this day for fafting 
and prayer to God for his grace, to prepareme for 
the work of the miniftry, and in his own time to fend 
me into his harveft.. I felt a power of interceffion 
for the advancement of the kingdom of my dear 
Lord ; and withal, a {weet refignation, and even joy 
in the thoughts of fuffering hardthips, diftreffés; yea, 
death itfelf, in the promotion of it. In the afternoon, 
« God was with me of a truth.” O it was bleffed 
company indeed! God enabled me fo to ize i 
prayer, that I was quite wet with {weat, osigh in 
the fhade, and the wind cool. My foul was drawn 
out very. much for the world, I; grafped for multi- 
tudes of fouls. I had'more: enlargement for finners, 
than for the children of God ;. though’ I felt as if I 
could fpend my life in: cries for: both. I never felt 
fuch an entire weanednefs from-this world, and fo 
much refigned: to’ God for everything. ——O that I 
may always live to-and* upon my blefled God! 

Tuefday, April 20. This'day I am twenty-four 
_ years.of age.’ O how much mercy have I received 

the year paft! How often has Gad. ‘ caufed his 
goodnefs to pais before me!” And how. poorly have I 
anfwered the vows:I- made this time twelve-month, -to 
be wholly: the Lord’s, to be ‘for ever: devoted to his| 
fervice! The Lord help me to:live more to his glory. 
-— This has been a {weet day to me: blefled be God. 
I think my foul was never fo drawn out.in interceflion 
for others, ‘I had a fervent.wreftle with the Lord for 
my enemies's and I hardly ever fo longed to live to God, 
and to be altogether devoted to him. 

i a Lord’s-dayfe 
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Lord’s-day, April 25. This morning I fpent about 

wo hours in fecret, and ‘was enabled more than or- 
inarily to agonize for immortal fouls; though it was 
rly in the morning, and the fun fcarcely fhined at all, 
t my body was quite wet with fweat. I felt myfelf 
uch preffed, as frequently of late, to plead for the 
eekriefs and calmnefs of the Lamb of God, O it is 
fweet difpofition, heartily to forgive all injuries, to 

vith our greateft enemies as well as we do our own 
puls! Blefled Jefus, may I daily be more and more 
onformied to thee! At night | was exceedingly melt. 
1 with divine love, and had a fenfe of the bleffed. 

s of the upper world. Thofe words hung upon 
e, with much fweetnefs, Pfal Ixxxiv. 7. “ They 
o from ftrength to ftrength, every one of them in 
ion abpienret’ before God.” O the near acce/s that 
bod fometimes gives us in our addreffes to him! This 
ay well be termed, appearing before God; it is fo in- 
sed’ in the true fpiritual fenfe. I have not had fuch 
ower of interceflion thefe many months, both for 
50d’s children, and for dead finners. I longed for 
e cothing of my dear Lord. I longed to join the 
ngéli¢ hofts in praifes, wholly free from imperfection. 
) the bleffed moment haftens! All I want is to be 
dre holy, more like my dear Lord. O for fanétifi- 
tion! My very foul pants for the complete reftora. 
on of the blefled image of my Saviour, that I 
jay be fit for the blefled enjoyments and employ- 
hents of the heavenly world. 
Monday, April 26. I continued in a fweet frame 
mind ; but in the afternoon felt fomething of {pi- 

itual pride. God was pleafed'‘to make it an humbling 
bafon. My foul exceedingly longs for that bleffed 
ate of perfection, of deliverance from all fin! 
At night, God enabled me to give my foul up to him, 
0 calt myfelf upon him, to be ordered and difpofed 
f according to his fovereign pleafure; and I enjoyed 
reat peace and contolation in fo doing. My foul 
00k {weet delight in God: my thoughts freely and 
weetly centred in him. O that I could fpend every 
oment of my life to his glory ! 3 

Tuefday, 
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Tuefday, April 27. 1 retired for fecret devotions; 

and God was pleafed to pour fuch ineffable comforu 
‘into my foul, that I could do nothing for fome time 
but fay over and over, “ O my {weet Saviour! Q 
my {weet Saviour! Whom have I in heaven but thee! 
And there is none upon earth, that I defire befide 
thee.” if I had had a thoufand lives, my foul would 
gladly have laid them all down at once to have beey 
with Chrift. My foul never enjoyed fo much of 
heaven before; it was the moft refined communiog 
with God I ever felt: 1 never before felt fo great 3 
degree of refignation.——lIn the afternoon I with 
drew to meet with my God, but found myfelf much 
declined. I mourned over the body of death that is is 
me: it grieved me exceedingly that I could no 
pray to and praife God with my heart full of love 
—O that my foul might never offer any dead, coli 
fervices to my God ! 

Wedneiday, April 28. I withdrew to my ufu: 
place of retirement, and {pent about two hours in fe 
cret. I felt much as I did yelterday morning, onl 
weaker and more overcome. I feemed to han 
wholly on my dear Lord; wholly weaned from al 
other dependencies. I knew’ not what to fay to m 
God, but only Jean on his bofom as it were, an 
breathe out my defires after a perfect conformity t 
him in all things. Thirfling defires, and infatiablicu 
longings, poflefled my foul after perfec holinef 
God was fo precious to my foul, that the world wit 
all its enjoyments was infinitely vile. I had no mon 
value for the favour of men, than for pebbles. Thi 
Lord was my all; and He over-ruled all, whic 
greatly delighted me. I think, my faith and depe 
dence on God fearce ever rofe fo high. I faw hin 
fuch a fountain of goodnets, that it feemed impo! 
fible I fhould dittruft him again, or be any way ani 
ous about any thing that fhould happen to me. 
In the evening my heart feemed f{weetly to mel 
and was humbled for in-dwelling corruption, and 
‘«‘ mourned like a dove.’ I felt that all my unhappi 
nefs arofe from my being a finner; for with refign 

t101 





( % ) 
me! Lord, deliver my foul. O the clofeft walk with i 1" 
God is the fweeteft heaven that can be enjoyed on Im ings 
earth ! in fe 

Friday, May 14. I waited on a council of minif. Im that 
ters, and fpread before them the treatment 1 had met Jim thing 
with from the refor and tutors of Yale college, who and | 
thought it advifeable to intercede for me with the fim feem 
rector and truftees, and to intreat them to reftore me fim Wholl 
to my former privileges in college.* up II 

Saturday, June 12. I {pent muck time in prayer fim fuch | 
this morning, and enjoyed much fweetnefs.. conta 
Felt infatiable longings after God. 1 wondered how fim to f 
poor fouls do to five that have no God.—The world, fim wrelt. 
with all its enjoyments quite vanifhed. I fee my- heart 
felf very helplefs: but I have a blefled God to go to. beyon 

longed exceedingly “ to be diffolved, and to be ly no 
‘with Chrift, to behold his glory.” O, my weak, im ments 
weary foul longs to arrive at my Father's houfe! O ha 

Monday, June 14. I felt fomething of the fweet. iy ™om« 
nefs of communion with God, and the ,conffraining Fri 
force of his love. I fet apart this day for fafting hm for i 
and prayer, to intreat God to blefs me with regard to the g 
the great work of preaching the gof/pel; and that the mim Praye 
Lord: would return to me, “ and fhew me them pal 
light of his countenance.” Juft at night, the Lord| paflior 
vilited ‘me marvelloufly in prayer. I think my foul fm @t onc 

- never was in fuch an agony before. I felt no re. O, 
ftraint, for the treafures of divine grace were opened fuch « 
to me. I ‘wreftled for my abfent friends, for the in-gm “eme 
athering of fouls, for multitudes of poor fouls, andjm Votedr 
a many that I thought were the children of God, 3? the 
perfonally, in many diftant places. I was in fuch becaui 
an agony till near dark, that 1 was all over wet with would 
fweat; but yet it feemed to me that I had watted happy 
away: the day and had done nothing. O, my dear Lor 
Jefus did /zveat blood for poor fouls! 1 longed for more 
compaffion towards them. 

. Tuefday, 

al The application, which was then made on his behalf, had 
riot thie desired success, 
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Tuefday, June 15. I had the moft ardent long- 

ings after God that ever I felt in my life: at noon, 
in fecret, I could do nothing but tell my dear Lord, 
that he knew I longed for nothing but sim elf nos 

walk with 
njoyed on 

of minif- 
1 had met fae thing but doline/s ; that 4e had given me thefe delires, 
lege, who and he only could give me the thing defired. I never 
with the img feemed to be fo unhinged: from myfelf, and to be fo 

reftore me fay Wholly devoted to God. My heart was fwallowed 
up in God moft of the day. In the evening I had 

in prayer fuch a view of the foul’s being as it were enlarged to 
tnefs.. contain more holinefs, that my foul feemed ready 
dered how to feparate from my body to obtain it. I then 

The world, Mag *teflled in an agony for divine bleffings; had my 
I fee my- heart drawn out in prayer for fome chriftian friends; 
d to go to. beyond what I ever had before. I feel different. 
and to bef Y ow from what ever I did under any'{weet enjoy- 
my weak, ig ments before, more engaged to /ive to God for ever. 
fe! O how fhort.do I: fali of my. duty in my fweetett- 

‘the fweet. fm Moments | : 
conftraining Friday, June 18. Confidering my great unfitnefs 

for fafting hf for the minifry, and total inability to do any thing for 
h regard tof the glory of God that way, I-{et-apart this day for. 
d that the fae Prayer to God,-and found God gracioufly near; once 

ia particular, while I was pleading for more com- 
paflion for immortal fouls, my heart feemed to be opened 
at once, and Iwas enabled to cry. with great ardency. 

O, I was diftrefled,. to think, that I fhould offer 
fuch dead, cold fervices to the living God! My foul 
feemed to breathe after holinefs, a life of conitant de- 
votednefs to God. But I am almoft loft fometimes 
in the purfuit of this bleflednefs, and ready to fink, 
becaufe I continually fall fhort.. O that the Lord 
would help me to hold out yet a little while, till the 
happy hour of deliverance come ! 

Lord’s-day, June 20. Spent much time alone. 
My foul longed to be holy, .and reached after God; - 
I hungered and thirfled ; but was not fatisfied. My foul 
hung on God, as my only portion. O that I could 
grow in grace more abundantly every day ! 

Tuefday, June 22. I was fweetly compofed and 
refigned to God’s will: was enabled to leave myfelf 
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and all my concerns with him, and to have my 
whole dependence upon him: my fecret retirement 
was very refrefhing : it appeared fuch a happinefs to 
have God for my portion, that I had rather be any 
other creature in this lower creation, than not come 
to the enjoyment of God. I had rather be a beaft, 
than a ‘man, without God, if I were to live here to 
eternity. Lord, endear thyfelf more to me ! 

Wednefday, June 30. Spent this day alone in the 
woods, in fafting and prayer; underwent the moft 
dreadful confliéts in my foul, that ever I felt. I faw 
myfelf ‘fo vile, that I was ready to fay, “ I thal! now 
perifh by the hand of Saul.” I almoft concluded, I 
had no power to ftand for the caufe of God, but was 
“‘ afraid of the fhaking of a leaf.” Spent almoft the 
‘whole day in prayer inceflantly. 1 could not bear 
to think of chriftians fhewing me any refpect. I al. 
moft defpaired of doing any fervice in the world. I 
could not feel any hope refpecting the heathen, 
which ufed to afford me fome refrefhment~in the 
darkeft hours. I fpent the day in the bitterne/s of my foul. § 
Near night I enjoyed fome {weetnefs in prayer. 

, Saturday, July 3. My heart feemed again to fink. 
"The difgrace I was laid under at college, feemed to 
damp me, as it opens the mouths of oppofers. F had 
mo refuge but in God. Bleffed be his name, that I 
may go to him at all times, and find him a prefent help. 

Lord’s-day, July 4. In the evening | withdrew, 
and enjoyed a happy feafon in fecret. God was 
‘pleafed to give me the exercife of faith, and thereby 
‘brought the invifible and eternal world near to my 
foul. I hoped that my -weary pilgrimage would be 
Joort; that it would not be long before I was brought 
to my Father’s houfe: but I was fweetly refigned to 
God’s will, to tarry his time, to do his work, and 
‘fuffer his pleafure. I felt pleafed to be little, to be 
nothing, and to lie in the duff. 1 enjoyed life and {weet 
confolation in pleading for the dear children of God, §f 
and the kingdom of. Chrift in the world, and my 
foul eaaneftly breathed after holinefs, and the enjoy- 
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. “OQ come, Lord Jefus! come quickly, 

Monday, July 19. My defires feem efpecially to 
be carried out after weanednefs from the world, pert- 
fect deadnefs to it, and to be even crucified to all its 
allurements. My foul longs to feel itfelf more of a 
pilgrim and frranger here below; that nothing may di- 
vert me from prefling through the lonely defert, till I 
arrive at my Father’s houfe. 

Thurfday, July 22. Journeying from Southbury 
to Ripton, I called at a houfe, where being kindly | 
entertained, I was filled with amazement and fhame, 
that God fhould ftir up the hearts of any to thew fo 
much kindnefs to fuch a dead deg as 1; and was fenfi- 
ble, how exceeding vile it is, not to be wholly de- 
voted to God. I wondered, that God would fuffer 
any of his creatures to féed and fuftain me from time 
to time. 

Thurfday, July 29. I was examined by the Affo. 
ciation met at Danbury, as to my leatning, and exe - 
periences in religion, and received a licence from 
them to preach the gofpel of Chrift. Afterwards I 
felt much devoted to God; joined in prayer with one 
of the minifters; and went to bed refolving to live 
devoted to God all my days.: 

PART IIL. 

From the time of Phis being licenced to preach sill he was 
examined in New-York, .and appointed Miflionary te 
the Indians ~ 3 

FRIDAY, July 30, 1742, 1 rede from Danbury to 
* Southbury; preached there from 1 Pet. iv. 6. 
I had much of the comfortable prefence of God in 
the exercife. I feemed to have power with God in - 
prayer, and power to get hold of the hearts of the - 
people. : 

C3 Losd’s- 
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Lord’s-day, Auguft 8. Inthe morning I felt com- 

fortably in fecret prayer ; my foul was refrefhed with 
the hopes of the heathen’s coming to Chrilt. I was 
much refigned to God, and thought it was no matter 
what became of me. : ore 

Thurfday, Auguft 12. This morning I was exer- Fr 
cifed with fore inward trials. I had no power to pray; hat 
but feemed fhut out from God. I had in great mea- on ac 
fure loft my hopes of God’s fending me among the Hienjoy 
heathen, and of feeing them flock to Chrift. I faw l wa 
fo much of my hellith vilenefs, that I appeared worfe Hiiworld 
to myfelf than any devil. I wondered that God HiMfoul « 
would let me live, and wondered that people did [iMreally 
not ftone me, much more that they would ever hear 
me preach! It feemed as though I neither could nor 

‘ fhould ‘preach any more. Yet about nine or ten 
o’clock, the people came, and I was forced to preach, 
and bleffled be God, he gave me his prefence and 
Mpirit, fo that [ fpoke with power from Job xiv. 14. 
Some Indians cried out in great diftrefs,* and all ap- 
peared greatly concerned. After we had prayed and [iM friend 
exhorted them to feek the Lord with conftancy, and far int 
hired an Englifh woman to keep a kind of /choot [broad 
among them, we came away about one o’clock, and Hon the 
came to Judea, about fifteen or fixteen miles. There Mi amufe 
God was pleaied to vilit my foul with much comfort. Hed fo 
Bleffed be the Lord for all things I meet with. thing, 

Tuefday, Auguft 17, I was exceedingly deprefled [ij déefire. 
in fpirit ; it cuts and wounds my heart, to think how fas I fh 
much fel/f exaltation, fpiritual pride, and warmth of temper done ¢ 
Ihave former!y interrainzgled with my endeavours to [ij a vehe 
promote God’s work; and fometimes I long to lie Th 
down at the feet of oppofers, and confefs what a poor Hj vi. 67 
creature I have been and ftill am. O Lord for- i firft p 
give me, and make me for the future “ wife as afer- [i into ti 
pent, and harmlefs as a dove!” _ — 

Thurfday, Auguft 19 This day being abort to 9 gave 
go from. Mr. Bellamy’s at Bethlem, where I had 9 worm 

0G 
mity 
agai 

refided fome time, 1 prayed with him, and two or Sat 
three J ardent 

* It was in a place ncar Kent, in the western borders of dear | 
Coanecticut, where there is a namber of Indians. 
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ree other chriftian friends, and we gave ourfelves 

o God with all our hearts, to be his for ever; eter- 
mity looked very near to me. If I never fee them 
again in this world, it feemed but a few moments be- 
fore I fhould meet them in another. 

Friday, Auguft 20. I appeared fo vile to myfelf, 
hat I hardly dared to think of .being feen, efpecially 
on account of fpiritual pride. However, to-night I 
enjoyed a fweet hour alone with God, (at Ripton :) 
1 was lifted above the frowns and flatteries of this 
world, had a fweet relifh of heavenly joys, and my 
foul did as it were get into the eternal world, and 
really tafte of heaven. ee 

Monday, Auguf 23. I had a {weet feafon in fe. 
cret prayer. The Lord drew near io my foul, and fil- 
led me with peace and confolation. My foul taited 
the {weetnefs of the upper world, and was drawn 
out in prayer for the world, that it might come to 
Chrift ! 

Monday, Auguft 30. I prayed with a chriftian 
friend or two, and I think, {carce ever launched fo 
far into the eternal world. I got fo far out on the 
broad ocean, that my foul triumphed over all the evils 
on the fhores of mortality— Time and all its gay 
amufements and cruel difappointments, never appear- 
ed fo inconfiderable to me before. ! faw myfelf no. 
thing, and my foul reached after God with intenfe 
défire. I knew 1 had never lived a moment to him 
as I fhould do: indeed it appeared to me, I had never 
done any thing in chriftianity ; my ‘oul longed with 
a vehement defire to live to Goc!. 

Thurfday, September 2. I preached from John 
vi. 67. and God affifled me, more efpecially in my 
firft prayer. My foul feemed then to launch quite 
into the eternal world, and to be feparatea trom this, 
— Afterwards I preached again from Ifa. v. 4. God 
gave me fome afiiftance; but I faw myfelf a poor 
worm. 

Saturday, September 4. God enabled me to wrefile 
|ardently for the Redeemer’s kingdom; and for my 
dear brother John, that God would make him more 

of 
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of a pilgrim and ftranger on the earth, and fit him 
for fingular ferviceablenefs in the world; and my heart 
{weetly cxulted in the Lord, in the thaught of any dif. 
trefles that might alight on him ov me, in the ad. 
vancement of Chrilt’s kingdom. 

Wednefday, September 8. I felt exceedingly weaned 
from the world.——JIn the afternoon J difeourted on 
divine things with a chriftian friend, whereby we were 
both refrefhed. Then I prayed with a fweet fenfe of 
the bleflednefs of communion with God, I think ] 
f{carce ever enjoyed more of God in any one prayer. 
I knew not that ever I faw fo much of my ewn no- 
thingnefs in my life; never wondered fo, that God 
allowed me to preach his word; never was fo aftonith- 
ed as now. 

Friday, September 10. I longed with intenfe de. 
fire after God. My whole foul feemed impatient to be 
conformed to him; and to become * holy, as he is 
holy.” In the afternoon, I prayed with a dear friend, 
and had the prefence of God with us. Our fouls united 
together to reach after a blefled immortality, to be 
unclothed of the body of fin and death, and to enter 
the blefled world, where no unclean thing enters, O, 
with what intenfe defire did our fouls long for that 
bleffed day, that we might be freed from fin, and for 
ever live to andin our God ! 

Thurfday, September 16. I enjoyed much of 
God in fecret prayer: felt an uncommon refignation, 
to be and do what God pleafed. Some days paft, [ 
felt great perplexity on account of my pait condué&. My 
bitternefs, and want of chriftian kindnefs and love, 
has been very difrefing to my foul. The Lord forgive 

.me my uachriflian warmth, and want of a fpirit of 
meekneis ! 

Saturday, September 18. I felt compaffion for 
fouls, and mourned I had no more. I feel much more 
kindnefs, meeknefs, gentlenefs, and love towards all 
mankind than ever. I longed to be at the feet of my 
enemies and perfecutors: enjoyed fome {weetnefs, in 
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( 83 ) 
feeling my foul conformed to Chrift Jefus, and given 
away to him for ever. 

Through this, and the two following weeks, he 
pafled through a variety of exercifes : he was frequently 
dejected, and felt inward diftrefles, and. fometimes 
funk into the depths of melancholy: at which turns, 
he was not exercifed about the ftate of his foul, with 
regard to the favour of God, but about his own finful 
infirmities, and unfitnefs for God’s fervice. His mind 
appeared, fometimes extremely deprefled with a fenfe 
of inexpreffible vilenef$. But in the mean time, he 
fpoke of many feafons of comfort and fpiritual re- 
‘frefhment. ] 

Lord’s day, Ofober 17. I had a fenfe of my help- 
lefinefs ; faw that I muft be dependent on God for 
all I want, and efpecially when I went to the place 
of public worfhip, I found I could not fpeak a word 
for God without his fpecial affillance. I went into the 
aflembly trembling, as I frequently do, under a fenfe 
of my infufficiency to do any thing as I ought to 
do.———But it pleafed God to afford me much aflift- 
ance, and there feemed to be a confiderable effect 
on the hearers.———O that I might be “ faithful to 
the death, -fulfilling as an hireling my day,” till the 
fhades of the evening of life fhall free my foul from 
the toils of the day ! This evening I felt {uch longing 
defires after deliverance from fin, and conformity to 
God, as melted my heart. O, I longed to be “ de- 
livered from this body of death!’ to be conformed 
to God entirely, fully, and for ever. I fcarce 
ever preach without being firft vifited with inward 
conflicts and fore trials. Bleffed be the Lord for thefe 
trials and diftrefles, as they are blefled for my hum- 
bling. ; 

Monday, October 18. I felt fome’ fweetnefs, but 
was {till prefled through trials of foul. My life isa 
conftant mixture of confolations and conflicts, and will 
be fo till I arrive at the world of fpirits. 

Tuefday, October 19. This morning and laf night, 
felt a {weet longing in my foul after holinefs. My 
‘foul feemed fo to reach and ftretch towards the mark 

of 
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of perfe& fanctity, that it was ready to break with 
longings. 

Thurfday, October 21. I had a very deep fenfe of 
the vanity of the world, had little more regard to it, 
than if [ had been to go into eternity the next hour, 
Through divine goodnefs, I felt very ferious and fo- 
lemn. OQ, I love to live on the brink of eternity! 
This gives me a {weet, awful, and reverential fenfe of 
God and divine things, when I fee myéelf as it were 
franding before the judgment feat of Chrif. 

Friday, O&tober 22. I was uncommonly weaned 
from the world. My foul delighted to be a /ranger 
and a pilgrim on the eatth. I felt a difpofition never to 
have any thing to do with this world; the character 
given of fome of the ancient people of God, in Heb. 
xi. 13. was very pleafing to me, “ They confeffed that 
they were pilgrims and ftrangers on the earth,’’ and. 
O that I could always do fo!—lIt is {weet to be thus 
weaned from friends, and from myfelf, and dead to: 
the world that I may live wholly. to aud upon the blef- 
fed God. | : , 

Monday, Odober 26. [At Turky-Hills.] In the 
evening I enjoyed the divine prefencc: it was a {weet 
and comfortable feafon ;. my foul longed fer God, for the 
kwing God: enjoyed a {weet folemnity of fpirit, and 
longing defire after the recovery of the divine image. 
66 hen fhall I be fatished, when 1 fhall awake in. 
God’s likenefs,’? and never before. . 

Tuefday, October 26. [At Weft Suffield.] I un- 
derwent the molt dreadful diftrefles, under a fenfe of 
my own unworthinefs: it feemed to me, I deferved 
rather to be driven out of the place, than to have any 
body to come to hear me preach. And verily my {pirits 
were fo depreffed, that it was impofiible I thould treat 
immortal foulg with faithfulneis. J could not deal 
clofely and faithfully with them, I felt fo infinitely vile 
in myfelf. O, what dy? and afees I am, to think of 
preaching the gofpel to others! Indeed I never can 
be faithful for one moment, but fhall certainly * daub 
with yntempered mortar,” if God do not grant me 
Special help.~—In the evening, I went to the mney, 
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( 95 ) 
houfe, and it looked to me near as eafy for one te 
rife out of the grave and preach, as forme. How- 
ever God was pleafed to lift me up, and enabled me 
to preach, O' the wonderful goodnefs of God to fo 
vile a finner ! 

Wednelday, October 27. I was not a little con- 
cerned about preaching in the afternoon: felt exceed- 
ingly without Strength, went into the houfe, afhamed to 
fee any one come to hear fuch an unfpeakably worth- 
lefs wretch. However, God enabled me to fpeak with 
clearnefs, power, and punyency. 

Thuriday; November 4. [At Lebanon] I was 
concerned that I had no more fenfe of my infufficiency 
and unworthinefs. O it is {weet /ying in the duft! But 
it is diftreffing to feel in my foul that hell of corrup- 
tion—In the-afternoon I had a fenfe of the fweetneis 
of a. ftriet, clofe, and conftant devotednefs to God, 
and felt a pleafing yet painful concern, left I thould 
fpend. fome moments without God. O may I always 
we 106 God !—_—In the evening I felt an intenfe de- 

fire to {pend every moment for God.—God is un- 
fpeakably gracious to me continually. In times paft, 
he has given me inexpreffible fweetnefs in the per- 
formance of duty. Frequently my foul has enjoyed 
much of God ; but has been ready to fay, * Lord, -it | 
is good to be here ;” and fo to indulge floth. But of 

a late’ God has been pleafed to keep my foul Aungry, 
almolt continually; fo that I have been filled with a 
kind of pleating pain. When I really enjoy God, I 
feel my defires of him the more infatiable, and my 
thirftings after holinefs the more unquenchable. And 
the Lord: will not allow me to feel as though I were 
fully fupplied and fatisfied, but keeps me itil reach 
ing forward ; ‘and I feel barren and empty, as though 
I could not live, without more of God in me, I feel 
afhamed and guilty before God. O! I fee, ‘ the law 
is fpiritual, but 1 am carnal.’”? I do not, I cannot 
live to God. O for holinefs! O for more of God 
inmy foul! O this pleafing pain! It makes my foul 
preis after God; the language of it is, ‘ Then thall 
I be fatisfied, when I awake in God’s marl 

| Pial. 
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en xxvii. ult.) but never, never before: and con. 

equently I am engayed to * prefs towards the mark,” 
day by day. O that I may feel this continual hunger, 
and not be retarded, but rather he animated by every 
clutter trom Canaan, to reach forward in the narrow 
way for the full enjoyment and pofleffion of the hea. 
venly inheritance! O that I may never loiter in my 
heavenly journey. 

Lord’s day, November 7. It feemed as if fuch an 
unholy wretch as I never could arrive at that bleffed. 
nefs, to be * holy as God is holy.” At noon I longed 
for fanétification, and conformity to God, O, that is 
THE ALL, THE ALL! The Lord help me to prefs after 
God for ever. 

Monday, November 8. I longed for an arrival in 
the heavenly country, the blefled paradife of God. 
Through divine goodnefs, I have fcarce feen the 
day, for two months, but death has looked fo pleafant 
to me, that I could have rejoiced the prefent fhould be 
my daf, and I truft that I fhall be able to fay, “« O 
death, where is thy fting!”? and, “ O grave, where 
is thy victory !” 

Friday, November 19. [At New-Haven] I re. 
ceived a letter from the Rev. Mr. Pemberton of New- 
York, defiring me fpeedily to go down thither, and 
confult about the Indian affairs in thofe parts, and to 
meet certain gentlemen there that were entrufted with 
thofe affairs. I retired with two or three friends, 
and prayed, and was enabled to leave myfelf and all 
my concerns with God. 

Wednefday, November 24, I came to New-York; 
felt till much concerned about the importance of my 
bufinefs ; put up many earneft requelts to God ; was 
confufed with the noife and tumult of the city; en- 
joyed but little time alone with God, but my foul 
longed after him. | 

Thurfday, November 25. I fpent much time in 
prayer and fupplication: was examined by fome gen- 
tlemen of my chriftian experiences, and my ac- 

_quaintance with divinity, and fome:other ftudies, in 
order to my improvement in that important affair of 
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gofpellizing the Heathen* : was made fenfible of my 

reat ignorance and unfitnefs for public fervice. Ihad 
the moft abafing thoughts of myfelf, I think, that 
ever I had. I thought myfelf the wor wretch that 
ever lived: it pained my very heart, that any body 
fhould thew me any refpect. Alas! I thought, how 
fadly they are deceived in me! how miferably would 
they be difappointed, if they knew my infide! O, my 
heart !—-Anc in this depreffled condition, I was forced 
to go and preach to a confiderable aflembly, before 
fome grave and learned minifters; but felt fuch a 
preffure from a fenfe of my vilenefs, ignorance, and 
unfitnefs to appear in public, that I was almoft over- 
come with it. My foul was grieved for the congre- 
gation, that they fhould fit there to hear fuch a dead 
dog as I preach. I thought myfelf infinitely indebted 
to the people, and longed that God would reward 
them with his grace. 

* These Gentlemen that examined Mr. Brainerd, were the 
‘corresxondents in New-York, New-Jersey, and Pennsylvania, of 
the honourable society in Scotland for propagating Christian 
knowledge; to whom was committed the management of their 
affairs in those parts, and who were now met at New- York. 

Ee 

PART IV. 

From the time of his being appointed Miffionary, to his ex- 
trance on his miffion among the Indians at Kaunaumeck. 

RIDAY, November 26. I had ftill a fenfe of my 
own vilenefs, and endeavoured as much as I could 

to keep alone. O, what a nothing, what. duft and 
afhesam I! I enjoyed fome comfort in fpreading my 
complaints before God. 

Saturday, Nov. 27. I committed my foul to God 
with fome degree of comfort; left New-York about 
nine in the morning; came away with a diltrefling 
fenfe of my unfpeakable unworthinefs. Surely I may 
well love all my brethren; for none of them all is . 
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wile as 1; whatever they do outwardly, yet it feems to 
me none is confcious of fo much inward fin. O my 
leannefs, my barrennefs, my paft bitternefs, and want 
of a gofpel-temper ! 

Wednelday, December 1. My foul breathed af- 
ter God, in longing defires of conformity to him: ‘my 
foul was brought to reft itfelf and all on his rich 
grace, and felt ftrength to do or fuffer any thing that 
divine providence fhould allot me. 
[Within the fpace of the next nine days, he went 

a journey from Newton to Haddam, his native town ; 
and after ftlaying there fome days, returned again into 
the weftern part of Conneécticut, and.came to South- 
bury. ] 

davorduy, December 11. -I -converfed with a dear ff 
friend, to whom I had thought of giving a liberal 
education, that he might be fitted for the gofpel-mi- 
niftry. I acquainted him with my thoughts in that 
matter, and fo left him to confider of it, till I fhould 
fee him again. Then I rode to Bethlehem, to Mr. 
Bellamy’s lodgings, and fpent the evenine with him 
in fweet converfation and prayer. 

Lord’s day, December 12. I felt a diftreffing need 
of divine help ; 1 went to meeting trembling: but it 
pleafed God to’ aflift me in prayer and fermon. I 
think, my foul fcare ever penetrated fo far-into the im- 
materia] world, nor were my devotions ever fo much 
refined, and free from grofs conceptions and imagi- 
natidns. I preached with fome fweetnefs, from Matt. 
vi. 33. “ But feek ye firft the kingdom of God,” &c. 
and in the afternoon from Rom. xv. 30. Bleffed be 
God, I have reafon to think, that my religion is be- 
¢dme rhore fpiritual, by means of my late inward con- 
fias. May I always be willing that God fhould ufe 
“his own methods with me !4—I felt much of the {weet- 
nefs of religion, and the tendernefs of the gofpel-tem- 
per. I found a dear love to all mankind, and was 
afraid of fcarcely any thing fo much as left fome 
motion of anger or refentment fhould, fome time or 
other creep into my heart. 

Lord’s day, December 19.. At the facrament . 
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( 39 ) 
the Lord’s fupper, I feemed ftrong in the Lord; and 
the world, with all its frowns and flatteries, in a great 
meafure difappeared, fo that my foul had nothing to: 
do with them, and I felt a difpofition to be wholly 
and for ever the: Lord’s. 

Tuefday, December 21. I had a fenfe of my in- 
fufficiency for any public work, as well as to live to 
God. 1 rode over to Derby and preached there: 
it pleafed God to give me {weet affiftance, and to en- 
able me to fpeak with a foft and tender power and 
energy._—— We had afterwards a comfortable evening 
in finging and prayer. God enabled me to pray with 
as much ipirituality and fweetnefs as I have done for 
fome time. My mind feemed to be unclothed of fenfe 
and imagination, and was in a meafure let.into the 
world of fpirits. This day was, I truft, made pro- 
fitable to a number of us, to advance our fouls in ho- 
linefs and conformity to God: the glory be to him for 
ever. Amen. How bleffed it is to grow more and 
more like God ! 

Lord’s day, December 26; 1 felt much fweetnefs. 
} and tendernefs in prayer, efpecially my whole foul 

feemed to love my worft enemies, and 1 was enabled 
to pray for thofe that are ftrangers and enemies to 
God with a great degree of foftnefs and pathetic fer- 
vour. 
Monday, December 27. I enjoyed a precious 

feafon; I had a fweet fenfe of the pure fpirituality 
of the religion of Chrift Jefus. In the evening, I 
preached with much freedom, power and pungency. 
O, the tendernefs I felt in my foul! if ever I felt the 
temper of Chrift it was now. Blefled be my God). 
I have feldom enjoyed a more comfortable and profi. 
table day than this. O that I could fpend all my 
time for God ! ‘ 

Friday, January 14, 1742-3. My fpiritual conflicts 
were unfpeakably dreadful, heavier than the moun- 
tains and overflowing floods. I feemed inclofed, as it 
were, in hell itfelf: I was deprived of all fenfe of 
God, even of the being of a God, and that was my: 
mifery. This was diftrefs, the neareft a-kin to the . 
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damned’s torments, that 1 ever endured: their tor, 
ments, J am fure, will eonfift much in a privation of 
God, and confequently of all good. This taught me 
the abfolute dependence of a creature upon the Crea.- 
tor for every crumb of happinefs it enjoys. O! I 
feel that if there is no God, though I might live for 
ever here, and enjoy not only this, but all other 
worlds, I fhould be ten thoufand times more mifera- 
ble than atoad. My foul was in fuch anguifh I could 
not eat, but felt, as I fuppofed a poor wretch would, 
that is juft going to the place of execution. I was al- 
moft {wallowed up with anguifh, when I faw people 
gathering together to hear me preach. However, I 
went to the houfe of God, and found not much relief 
‘in the firft prayer: but afterwards God was pleafed 
to give me freedom and enlargement, and I {pent the 
‘evening comfortably. 

Lord’s day, January 23. I {carce ever felt myfelf 
fo unfit to exit, as now: I faw I was not worthy of 
a place among the Indjans, where I am going. I 
thought I fhould be afhamed to look them in the face, 
and much more to have any refpect fhewn me. Indeed, 
I felt myfelf banifhed from the earth, as if all places 
were too good for fuch a wretch as I. I thought I 
fhould be afhamed to go among the very favages of 
Africa ; I appeared to myfelf a creature fit for no- 
thing, neither heaven nor earth, None knows, but 
thofe that feel it, what the foul endures that is fenfibly 
fhut out from the prefence of God; alas! it is more 
bitter than death. 

Wednefday,, January 26. I preached to a pretty 
large affembly : infifted on humility, and fteadfaftnefs 
in keeping God’s commands; and that throygh hu- 
mility we fhould prefer one anothe ‘1 love. I felt 
{weetly calm, and full of brotherly ve, and’ never 
more free from party-fpirit. I hope fome good will 
follow, that Chriftians will be freed from party-zeal 
and cenfuring one another. 
[On Thurfday, after a confiderable time fpent in 
prayer and chriftian converfation, he rode to New- 
London.) — 
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Friday, January 28. Here I found fome carried 

away with a falfe zeal and bitternefs. O, the want 
gf a gofpel.temper.is greatly to be lamented. I fpent 
the evening in converfing with fome about fome points 
of conduét in both minifters and private chriftians ; 
but did not agree with them. God had not taught them 
with briars and thorns to be of a kind difpofition toward 
mankind. 

Wednefday, February 2. I preached my farewell- 
fermon, at the houfe of an aged man, who had been 
unable to attend on the public worfhip for fome time 5 
and this morning fpent the time in prayer, having 
taken leave of my friends. I fet out on my journey to- 
wards the Indians, though by the way I was to {pend 
fome time at Eaft-Hampton on Long-Ifland, by the 
leave of the commiffioners, and being accompanied 
by a meffenger from Eaft-Hampton, we travelled to 
Lyme. On the road I felt an uncommon preflure of 
mind. I feemed to ftruggle hard for fome pleafure 
here below, and feemed loth to give up all. I faw I 
was throwing myfelf into all hardfhips and diftreffes: ° 
I. thought it would be lefs difficult to lie down in the 
grave; but yet I chofe to go, rather than ftay. 
I-came to Lyme that night. 
[He waited the two next days for a paflage over 

the Sound, and {pent much.of the time in inward. 
conflicts. 
On Saturday he croffed the Sound, landed on Long- 

Ifland,. and travelled to Eaft-Hampton. And the 
feven following days he {pent there, for the moft part, . 
under extreme dejection of mind.]_ 

Lord’s day, Febrnary 13. I was under a great de- 
gree of difcouragement ;_ knew not how it was poflible 
for me to preach in the afternoon, was ready tuo give: 
up all for gone; but God was pleafed to aflift me. 
In the evening, my heart was {weetly drawn out after. 
God and devoted to him. ; 

Tuefday, February 15. Early in the day I felt fome 
comfort; afterwards 1 walked into a neighbouring’ 
grove, and felt more as a ftranger on earth than ever 
before, dead to all of the enjoyments of the world, as 
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if I had been dead in a natural fenfe.—In the evening 
I had {weetnefs in fecret duty. God was then my por- 
tion, and my foul rofe above thofe deep waters, mte 
which I have funk fo low of late. 

Thurfday, February 17. I preached this day at a 
little village belonging to Eaft-Hampton, and God 
was pleafed to give me his gracious prefence and af. 
fiftance, fo that, I fpake with freedom, boldnefs, and 
power. In the evening, 1 fpent fome time with a 
dear chriftian friend ; felt as on the brink of eternity ; 
my foul enjoyed fweetnefs in lively apprehenfion 
of ftanding before the glorious God: prayed with 
my dear friend, and difcourfed with the utmoft fo. 
lemnity, and truly it was a little emblem of heaven 
itfelf. 

Friday, February 18. 
day, and found acceis to the throne of grace. 
fed be the Lord for any intervals of heavenly delight 
and compofure, while I am engaged in the field of 
battle. O that I might be ferious, folemn, and al. 
ways vigilant, while in an evil world! O, [long to 
live to God ! Ot 

[During the next fortnight, he, for the moft part, 
enjoyed much {piritual peace and comfort. And it 
appears by his account, that this {pace of time was 

I felt fweetly moft of the 

filled up with great diligence and earneftnefs in ferving f 
God, in ftudy, prayer, meditation, preaching, aud 
private inftructing and counfelling. ] 

Monday, March 7. ‘Fhis morning when I arofe, 
I found my heart to go forth after God in longing de. 
fires of conformity to him; and in fecret prayer-I 
found myfelf fweetly quickened and drawn out in 
praifes to God for all he had done to and for me, and 
for all my inward trials and diftreffes. My heart 
afcribed glory, glory, glory to the blefled God! and 
bid welcome to. all inward diltrefs again, if God faw 
meet. to exercife me with it. Time appeared but an 
inch long, and eternity at hand; and I thought I 
could with patience and cheerfulnefs bear any thing 
for the caufe of God ; for I faw that a: moment would} 
bring me to a world of peace and blelfednefs ; aid 
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( 43) 
my foul, by the flrength of the Lord, rofé far above 
this lower world, and all the vain amufements and 
frightful difapointments of it. : 

Lord’s-day, March 13. At noon, I thought it im. 
poflible for me to preach, by reafon of bodily weak- 
nefs and inward deadnefs. And in the firft prayer, I 
was fo weak that I could hardly ftand; but in fer- 
mon, God ftrengthened me, fo that I fpake near an 
hour and half with freedom, clearnefs,. and tender 
power, from Gen. v. 24. «And Enoch walked with 
God.”” I was fweetly affifted to infift on a clofe 
walk with Ged, and to leave this as my parting advice 
to God’s people here, that they fhould walk: with God. 
May the God of all grace fucceed my poor labours 
in this place ! 

Saturday, March 19. I was diftrefled under a fenfe 
of my ignorance, darknefs, and unworthinefs; got 
alone, and poured out my complaint to God in the 
bitternefs of my fouk—In the afternoon: i rode to 
Newark, and had fome fweetnefs in converfation 
with Mr. Burr, and in praying together. O, bleffed 
be God for ever and ever, for any enlivening and 
quickening ! : 

Lord’s-day, March 20. 1 preached in the fore- 
noon: God gave fome afliftance and fweetnefs, and 
enabled me to fpeak with real tendernefs, love, and 
impartiality. In the evening, I preached again; and, 
of a truth, God was pleafed to affift a poor worm. 
Blefled be God, I was enabled to fpeak with life, 
power, and paffionate defire of the, edification of 

In the evening, I felt fomething 
fpiritual and watchful, left my heart fhould by any 
means be drawn away from God.. O, when fhall 
I come to that blefled world, where every power of 
my foul will be inceffantly and eternally wound up, 
in heavenly employments and enjoyments, to the 
hipheft degree ! 

[On Monday he went to Woodbridge, where the 
correfpondents, inftead of fending him to the Indians at 
the Forks of Delaware, as they intended, ordered 
him to go to a number of Indians, at Kaunaumeek, 

7 a place 
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a place in the province of New-York, in the woods 
between Stockbridge and Albany. This alteration HiMtogeth¢ 
was occafioned by two things, viz. 1. Information Miifhould 
that the correfpondents had received of fome con. Mamong 
tention now fubfifting between the white people and #1 lon 
the Indians at Delaware, which they fuppofed would though 
be a hindrance at prefent to their entertainment of Mready 
a miffionary, and to his fuccefs among them. And, f™when 
2. Some intimations they had received from Mr. Bm But I k 
Sergeant, miflionary to the Indians at Stockbridge, MiMfignati 
concerning the Indians at Kaunaumeek, and thefiprayer, 
profpea of fuccefs that a miflionary might, havefiwould 
among them. ] Frid: 
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From his firft beginning to inflru& the Indians at Kaunaw precited * A i : 66 

meek, to his Ordination. onl, 
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RIDAY, April 1, 1743, I rode to Kaunaumeek,mmS full 
near twenty miles from Stockbridge, where ‘the ad {pe 

Indians live, with whom I am concerned, and there only to | 
lodged on a little heap of ftraw: was greatly exer. ably priz 
cifed with inward diftreffes all day; and in theqgmeler all 
evening, my heart was funk, and I feemed to have olinefs 
no God to goto. O that God would help me! vholly fj 

The place, as to its fituation, was fufficiently lone. palt_con 
fome and umpleafant, being encompaffed with moun-fe ?V8 t 

tains and woods; twenty miles diftant from anygmelt now 
Englifh inhabitants; fix or feven from any Dutch; The Lor 
and more than two from a family that came fomemmpet!! : 
time fince, from the Highlands of Scotland, and hada Lord’s 

_then lived about two years in this wildernefs. In both fore 
this family I lodged about the fpace of three months. Sere 
the matter of it being the only perfon with whom [ggm's!0us cc 
could readily converfe in thofe parts, except my in and one 
terpreter ; others underftanding very little Englifh. e heard 

Thurfday, April 7. I appeared to myfelf exceed. _Wedne 
ing ignorant, weak, helpleis, and unworthy, and al- thin me 
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( 45 ) 
together unequal to my work. It feemed to me I 
fhould never do any fervice, or have any fuccefs 
among the Indians. My foul was weary of my life: 
I longed for death beyond meafure. When I 
thought of any godly foul departed, my foul was 
yeady to envy him his privilege, thinking, ‘ O, 
when will my turn come! mult it be years firft !?— 
But I know thofe defires rofe partly from want of re- 
fignaticon to God. Towards night, I had faith in 
prayer, and fome affiftance in writing. O, that God 
would keep me near him ! 

Friday, April 8. I was exceedingly preffed under 
a fenfe of my party-/pirif, in times paft, while I at- 
tempted to promote the caufe of God: its vile nae 
ture appeared in fuch odious colours, that my very 
heart was pained. I faw how poor fouls ftambled 
over it into everlafting deftru€tion, and was con- 
trained to make that prayer in the bitternefs of my 
foul, “*O Lord, deliver me from blood-guiltinefs.”’ 
I faw my defert of hell on this account. My foul 

as full of anguifh and fhame before God, that I 
had fpent fo much time. in converfation tending 
only to promote a fparty-/pirit. I faw I had not fuit- 
ably prized mortification, felf-denial, refignation, un- 
der all adverfities, meeknefs, love, candour, and 
olinefs of heart and life: and this day vas almoft 
vholly {pent in fuch foul afflicting reflections on my 
paft conduét.—Of late, 1 have thought much of 
aving the kingdom of Chrift advanced in the world; 
but now I faw I had enough to do within myfelf. 
The Lord be merciful to me a finner, and wafh my 
oul | ) 
Lord’s-day, April 10. I preached to the Indians, 

both forenoon and afternoon. ‘They behaved foberly 
n general. Two or three appeared under fome re- 
igious concern; with whom I difcourfed privately ; 
and one told me, “her heart had cried, ever fince 
e heard.me preach firft.” 
Wednefday, April 13. My- heart was overwhelmed 

within me: I verily thought I was the meaneft, vileft, 
moft helplefs, ignorant creature living, And yet I 

knew 
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knew what God had done for my foul: though fome. 
times I was aflaulted with doubts whether it was pofl. 
ble for fuch a wretch as I to be in a fiate of grace. 

Tuefday, April 19. In the morning, I enjoyed 
fome {weet repofe and reft in God ;: felt {ome itrength 
and confidence in God, and my foul was _refrethed 
and comforted. My foul feemed lifted above the 
deep waters, wherein it has been fo long. almoft drown 
ed. I found myfelf engaged for the advancement o 
Chrift’s kingdom in my own foul, more than.in other 
more thar in the Heathen. world. 

Wednefday, April 20; I fet apart this day fo 
fafting and prayer, to bow my foul before God for 
grace ; efpecially that all-my inward diftrefles might 
be fanctified:to my foul. I endeavoured alfo to re 
member the goodnefs of God to me in the year pal 
this day being my birth-day. Having obtained hel; 
of God, I am now arrived at the age of twenty-five 
years. My foul was pained to think of my -barrer 
nefs and deadnefs ; that I: have lived fo little to 
glory of the eternal God.. I fpent the day in th 
woods alone, and there poured out my complaint tammiti 
God. QO, that God would enable me to live to hi 
glory for the future ! 

Friday, April 22, My leannefs teftifies againl 
me! My foul abhors itfelf for its unlikenefs to God 
its. inadivity and fluggifhnef&s When [ have dom 
all, alas! what an unprofitable fervant am I! M 
foul groans, to fee the hours of the day roll away, b: 
caufe I do not fill them, in {pirituality and heavenly 
mindednefs. And:yet I long they fhould fpeed theq 
pace, to haften me to my eternal home, where | 
may fill up all my moments: through eternity, fo 
God and his glory. ) 

Tuefday, May 10. I was extremely. preffed with 
a fenfe of guilt, pollution, blindnefs: ‘* The iniquity 
of my heels have compafied.me about 3: the fins of m 
youth have been fet in order before me ;. they hav 
gone over my head, as an heavy burden, too heav 
for me to bear.” Almoft all the actions of my lif 
paft feemed to.be covered over with fin and guilt; 8 
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ofe of them that I performed in the moft confcien. 

ious manner, now fill me with fhame and confufion. 
D! the pride, felffbnefs, ignorance, bitternefs, party- 
al, and the want of love, candour, meeknefs, and gentle. 

zfs, that have attended my attempts to promote re- 
gion, and this when I have reafon to hope I had 
eal-affiftance from above, and fome {weet intercourfe 
vith heaven! But, alas, what corrupt mixtures at- 
ended my belt duties ! 
After feveral weeks I found my diftance from the 

ndians a very great difadvantage to my work amongft 
em, and very burdenfome to myfelf, as I was 
bliged to travel forward and backward almoft daily 

foot, having no pafture in which I could keep 
y horfe for that purpofe. And after all my pains, F 
ould not be with the Indians in the evening and 
porting, Which were ufually the belt hours to find 
em at home, and when they could beft attend my 
ftruaions. 
I therefore refolved to remove, and live with or 
eat the Indians, that I might watch all opportu. 
ities, when they were generally at home, and take 

¢ advantage of fuch feafons for their inftruétion. 
Accotdingly I removed foon after, and for a time, 
ed with them in one of their wigwams, and not 
ty after, built me a {mall houfe, where I fpent the - 

ainder of that year entirely alone ; my interpreter 
who was an Indian) chufing rather to live in a wig- 
am among his own countrymen. 
But although the difficulties of this folitary way 
living are not the leaft, yet I can truly fay, the 

itden I felt refpecting my great work among the poor 
dans, the fear and concern that continually hung 
bon my fpirit, left they fhould be prejudiced againft 
hriftianity, by means of the infinuations of fome 
ho (although they are called Chrifians) feem to have 
0 concern for Chrift’s kingdom, but had rather the 
dians fhould remain Heathens, that they may with 

tore eafe cheat, and enrich themfelves by them; the 
rden, I fay, the fear. and concern I felt in thefe 
fpects, were much more. prefling to me, than “a 

the 
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the difficulties that attended the circumftances of my 
living. 

As to the flate or temper of mind, in which I found 
thefe Indians, at my firft coming among them, it wa: 
much more encouraging, than what appears among 
thofe who are altogether uncultivated. Their jea. 
loufies and fufpicions, and their prejudices againf 
Chriftianity, were in a great meafure removed by the 
long-continued labours of the Reverend Mr. Sergeant, 
among a umber of the fame tribe, in a place mor 
than twenty miles diftant. By which means thef 
were, in fome good degree, prepared to entertain the 
truths of Chriltianity, inftead of objecting again 
them, and appevring entirely untractable, as is com 
mon with them at firft, and as thefe appeared a fer 
years ago. Some of them, at lealt, appeared wel 
difpofed towards religion, and feemed much pleafe 
with my coming among them. 

Wednefday, May 18. My circumftances are fuch 
that I have no comfort, of any kind, but what [ hav 
in God. I live in the moft lonefome wildernefs 
have but one fingle perfon to converfe with, that cag 
fpeak Englifh.* Moft of the talk I hear, is eithe 
Highland-Scotch or Indian. I have no fellow-chril. 
tian to whom I might unbofom myfelf, and ly 
open my fpiritual forrows, and with whom I migh 
take {wert counfel in converfation about heavenl 
things, and join in prayer. [I live poorly with re 
gard to the comforts of life: moft of my diet cor 
filts of boiled corn, and hafty-pudding. I lodge c 
a bundle of ftraw, my labour is hard; and I har 
little appearance of fuccefs. The Indians’ affairs a 
very difficult, having no land to live on, but wh 

t 

* This person was Mr. Brainerd’s interpreter, who v 
an ingenious young Indian belonging to Stockbridge, who 
name was John Wauwaumpequunnant, who had been instruct 
in the Christian Religion by Mr. Sergeant; and had livq 
with the Rev. Mr. Williams of Long-Meadow, and had bet 
further instructed by him, at the charge of Mr. Hollis ¢ 
London, and understood both English and Indian very we 
and wrote a good hand. 
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the Dutch threaten to drive them from; they have 
no regard to the fouls of the poor Indians; and they 

es of my 

1 I found nate me becaufe I come to preach to them. But 
m,. it Wai ¢hat which makes all my difficulties grievous to be 
‘Ss AMONZHAM borne, is, * that God hides his face from me.” 
Their jea [From this time forward he had various exercifes 
s again of mind: but it feems, in the general, to have been 
ed by th with him much after the fame manner as it had been 
Regen hitherto from his firft coming to Kaunaumeek, till he 
ace mort got into his own houfe, (a little hut, that he made 

chiefly with his own hands, with long and hard la. 
bour,) which was near feven weeks from this time. 
Great part of this time, he was depreffed with melan- 
choly: How it was with him in thofe dark feafons, 
he further defcribes in his diary for July 2. * My 

sans thefe 
rertain the 
ig againi 
as is com 
ared a fer 
eared wel foul is, and has for a long time been in a piteous con- 
ich pleafedii dition, wading through a feries of forrows of various 

kinds. I have been fo crufhed down fometimes with 
2s are fucla fenfe of my meannefs and infinite unworthinefs, 
yhat [ hava that 1 have been afhamed that any, even the meanelt 
vildernefs Hm of my fellow-creatures, fhould fo much as fpend @ 
, that cam thought about me, and have wifhed while I have 
» is eithegmm travelled among the thick brakes, to drop into ever- 

pllow-chrif™ lafting oblivion. In this cafe, I have almoft refolved 
, and lage never again to.fee any of my acquaintaince ; and really 
im I might thought, I could not do it and hold up my face, and 
t heavenlam have longed for the remoteft region, for a retreat 
y with from all my friends, that I might not be feen or heard 

diet comm of any. more.—Sometimes the confideration of my 
I lodge ot ignorance has been a means of my great diftrefs and 
and I hawmm anxiety. And efpecially my foul has been in an- 

affairs am guifh with fear, fhame, and guilt, that ever I had 
but wha preached, or had any thought that way. Some- 

tag times my foul has been in diltrefs on feeling fome par- 
ticular corruptions: having, at the fame time, ten 
thoufand former fins and follies prefented to my view. 
——And thefe. attended with fuch external circum- 
ftances as mine at prefent are; deftitute of moft of 
the conveniencies. of life, and I may fay, of all the 
pleafures of it; without a friend to communicate any 
of my forrows to, and fometimes without any place 
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( 50) 
of retirement, where I may unburden my foul before 
God, which has greatly contributed to my dilftrefs. 

One main occafion of that diftrefling gloominefs 
which he was fo much exercifed with at Kaunau. 
meek, was reflecting on his paft errors and mifguided 
zeal at college. Therefore he repeated his endeavours 
this year for reconciliation with the governors of 
the college. Although he had been at New-Ha 
ven, in June, this year, and had attempted a re. 
conciliation ; yet, in the beginning of July, he made 
another journey thither, and renewed his attempt, 
but {ill in vain.] 

Saturday, July'30. Juft at night, I moved into m 
own houfe, and lodged there that night; found it muc 
better {pending thc time alone at my own houfe, than 
in the wigwam where I was before. 

Monday, Auguft 1. I was bufy in farther labou:s 
on my houfe.—Felt a little of the fweetnefs of religion, 
and thought it was worth while to follow after God 
through a thoufand fnares, deferts, and death itfelf. 
O that I might always ee after bolinefs, that I may 
be fully conformed to God! 

Wednefday, Auguft 3. I am now uninterruptedly 
alone, and find my retirement comfortable. I have 
enjoyed more fenfe of divine things within a few 
days palt, than for fome time before. I longed after 
holinefs, humility, and meeknefs: O that God 
would enable me to “ pafs the time of my fojourning 
here.in his fear,”’? and always five to him ! 

Thurfday, Auguft 4. I have:generally found, the 
more I do in fecret prayer, the more I enjoy of a fpi- 
rit of prayer: and I frequently have found the con- 
trary, when with journeying or otherwife, I have 

‘been deprived of ‘retirement. A feafonable, fteady 
performance of fecret duties in their proper hours, 
and a careful improvement of all time, filling up 
every hour with fome profitable labour, either of 
heart, head, or hands, are excellent means of {fpiri- 
tual peace and boldnefs before God. ‘** Chrift’’ in- 
deed “ is our péace, and by him we have boldnefs 
of accefs.to God; but a good confcience, void of offence, 
is an excellent preparation for an approach to the 
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( 51 ) 
divine prefence. Filling up our time with and for 
Ged, is the way to rife up and lie down in peace. 

Saturday, Auguft 13. I was enabled in fecret 
rayer to raife my foul to God, with detfire and de- 

Fight. It was indeed a bleffed. feafon to my foul: I 
found the comfort of being a Chriftian, “1 counted 
the fufferings of the prefent life not worthy to be 
compared with the glory” of divine enjoyments even 
in this world. All my paft forrews feemed to dif- 
appear, and I ‘ remembered no more the forrow for 
joy.’—With what filial tendernefs, the foul hangs 
on, and confides in the Rock of ages, at fuch.a feafon, 
that he will “ never leave it nor forfake it,’? that he 
will caufe ‘all things to work together for its good !”? 
I longed, that others fhould know how good a God 
the Lord is. My foul was fall of tendernefs and 
love, even to the moft inveterate of my enemies. I 
longed that God fhould do juft as he pleafed with me 
and every thing elfe. I felt exceedingly feriaus, calm, 
and peaceful, and encouraged to prefs after holinels 
as long as I live, whatever difficulties and trials may, 
be in my way. 4 
Monday, Auguft15. In my weak flate of body, I 

was not a little diftrefled for want of fuitable food. I 
had no bread, nor could I get any. I am forced to 
go or fend ten or fifteen miles for all the bread I eat, 
and fometimes it is mouldy and four before I eat it, if 
I get any confiderable quantity :. and then again I 
have none for fome days together, for want of an 
opportunity to fend: for it. And this was my cafe 
now: but through divine goodnefs I had fome Indian 
meal, of which I made little cakes and fried them. 
And I felt contented with my circumftances, and 
{weetly refigned to God. In prayer 1 enjoyed great 
freedom ; and bleffed God as much for my prefent 
circumftances, as if I had been a king, and I never 
feel comfortably, but when I find my foul going forth 
after God: if I cannot be holy, I muft be miferable 
for ever. 

Lord’s-day, Auguft 21. I fell down before the 
Lord, and groaned under my own vilenefs, barren- 
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( 52 ) 
nefs, deadnefs, and felt as if I was guilty of foul. 
murder, in {peaking to immortal fouls in fuch a man. 
ner as [ had done. I was very ill and fail of pain 
in the evening, and my foul mourned that I had 
{pent fo much time to fo little profit. reed 

Monday, Auguft 22. I had intenfe and paffionate 
breathing of foul after holinefs, and very clear ma. 
nifeftations of my utter inability to procure, or work 
it in myfelf ; it is wholly owing to the power of God. 
O, with what tendernefs the love and defire of holi- 
nefs fills the foul! I wanted to wing out of myfelf to 
God, or rather to get a conformity to him: but, alas! 
I cannot add to my ftature, in grace, one cubit, 
However, my foul can never leave ftriving for it; or 
or groaning that it cannot obtain more purity of 
eart. — ’ 

Tuefday, Auguf 23. I poured out my foul for al} 
the world, friends, and enemies. My foul was con. 
cerned for Chrift’s kingdom that it might appear, 
in the whole earth. And I abhorred the very thought 
of a party in religion! Let the truth of God ‘appear, | 
wherever it is, and God have the glory for ever. — 

Wednefday, Auguft 24. I thought, if God fhould 
fay, “* Ceafe making. any provifion for this life, for 
you fhall in a few days go into eternity,’”? my foul 
would leap for joy. O, that I may both * defire to 
be diffolved,” and “ wait patiently all the days of my 
appointed time till my change come !”—But, alas! 
I am very unfit for the bufinefs and bleflednefs of 
heaven.—O for more holinefs ! eee ae 

Thurfday, Auguft 25. I find it is impoffible to en. 
joy peace and tranquillity of mind without a careful 
improvement of time. This is really an imitation of 
God and Chrift Jefus: ‘My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work,” fays our Lord. But ftill, if we would 
be like God, we mutt fee that we fill up our time for 
him.—I daily long to dwell in perfeé light and love. 
In the mean time, my foul mourns that I make fo 
little progrefs in grace, and preparation for the world 
of bleffednefs. 1 fee and know that I am a very bar- 
ren tree in God’s vineyard, and that He might jualy 
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©, that God would make 

Lord’s day, Auguft 28. I was much perplexed 
ith fome Dutchmen. All their difcourfe turned 
pon the things of the world. O, what a Sell it 
vould be to {pend an eternity with fuch men! Well 
ight David fay, ‘ I beheld the trangreffors and 
as grieved.”—But adored be God, heaven is a place 

‘into which no unclean thing enters.”” O, I long for 
e holinefs of that world !. Lord prepare me for it! 
Wednefday, Auguft.31. Eternal thinys engroffed 

all my thoughts; and I longed to be in the world of 
piri. O, how happy isit, to have all our thoughts 
wallowed up in that world; to feel one’s felf a ftrang- 
rin this, diligently feeking a ro,’ through it, a fure 
oad to the heavenly Jerufalem! 
Thurfday, September 1.. I always feel comfortably 

yhen God realizes death, and the things of another 
vorld to my mind: whenever my mind is taken off 
om the things of this world, and fet on God, my: 
pul is at reff. 
Tuefday, September 13. .I rode to New-Haven, : 
find; though my inward trials are great, and a life 
f folitude gives them greater advantages to penetrate 
e inmoft receffes of the foul; yet it is better to be 
one, than incumbered with noife and tumult. I 
nd it very difficult maintaining a fenfe of.divine’ - 
ings, while removing from place to place, diverted . 
ith new objects, and filled with care and bufinedfs. 

fettled, fteady bufinefs is beft adapted to a life of: 
rit religion... 
Wednefday, September'14. This day I ought to. 

ave taken my degree* ; but God fees fit to deny it- 
» And though I was afraid of being overwhelm. 
with confufion, when I fhould fee my cla/s-mates. 

nke theirs ;.yet, in the very feafon of.it, God en- 
bled me with calmnefs to fay, ‘ The will of the. 
ord. be done.”® Indeed, I have fcarcely felt my 

E 3 mind. 

*-This being commencemont-daye - 
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mind fo fedate and comfortable for fome time. |] 
have long feared this feafon, and expected my hu. 
mility, mecknefs, patience, and refignation would 
be tried: but found much more pleafure and divine 
comfort than I expected. : 

Tuefday, September 15. It is always a comfort to 
me to hear fpiritual difcourfe. O, that minifters and 
people were more fpiritual and devoted to God !— 
Towards night,’ I offered the following ‘reflections 
in writing, to the rector and truftees of the ‘college, 
(the fame’ that I had offered to the rector before, and 
intreated him to accept ;) and this I did, that if’ pof- 
fible I might cut off ail occafion of offence from thofe 
that feek occafion. 4 : 

«‘ Whereas 1 have faid before feveral perfons, con 
cerning ‘Mr. Whittelfey, one of the tutors of Yale. 
college, that I did not:believe he had ‘any more 
grace than the chair I then leaned upon; I humbly 
confefs that herein I have finned againf{ God, and 
acted contrary to the rules of his word, and have in 
jured Mr Whitteifey. I had no right to make thu 
free with his character, and had no juft reafon to 
fay as I did concerning him. My fault herein wa 
the more aggravated, in that I faid this concerning 
one that was fo much my fuperior, and one that | 
was obliged to treat with fpecial refpec&t and honour 
by reafon of the relation I ttood in to him in the col. 
lege. Such. a manner of behaviour, I confefs, did 
not become a Chriftian ; it was taking too much upot 
me, and did not favour of that humble refpect, that 
I ought to have exprefled towards Mr. Whittelfey. 
have often reflected on this act with grief, on accoun 
of the fin of it, and am willing to lie low, anj 
be abafed before God and man for it. I humbly 
afk the forgivenefs of the governors of the college, 
and of the whole fociety; but of Mr. Whittelfey in 
particular. . And whereas, I have been aceufed a 
faying concerning the rector of Yale-college, that 
wondered he did not expect to drop down dead fogl 
fining the feholars that followed Mr.'Tennent to Milf 
ford; I ferioufly profefs, that I do not agg m} 
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faying any thing to this purpofe. But if I did, I ut- 
terly condemn it, and deteft all fuch kind of behaviour. 
And I now appear to judge and condemn myfelf for 
going once to the feparate meeting in New-Haven, 
though the rector had refufed to give me leave. For 
this I humbly afk the rector’s forgivenefs. And whe- 
ther the governors of the college fhall ever fee caufe 
to remove the academical cenfure I lie under, ‘or not, 

m yet 1 am willing to appear, if they think fit, openly to 
own, and to humble myéelf for thofe things I have 
herein confefled.”’ 

God has made me willing to do any thing, that I 
can do, confiftent with truth, for the fake of peace, 
and that I might not be a ftumbling-block and offence 
to others, For this reafon I can cheerfully give up 
what I verily believe, after the moft impartial fearch, 
is my right. God has given me that difpofition, that 
if this were the cafe, that a man has done me an hun- 
dred injuries, and.I (though ever fo much provoked 
to it) have ¢one him one, I am heartily willing hum, 
bly to con: say fault to him, and on my knees to 
afk forgive:«:. of him. Though at the fame time he 
fhould juftify himfelf in all the injuries he has done 
me, and fhould only make ufe of my humble confef- 
fion to blacken my character the more, and reprefent 
me as the only perfon guilty ; yea, though he fhould 
as it were infult me, and fay, ** he knew all this before, 
and that I was making work for repentance.”” Though 
what I faid concerning Mr. Whittelfey was only fpo- 
ken in private, to a friend or two; and being partly 
overheard, was related to the rector, and by him ex. 
torted froin my friends; yet, feeing it was divulged 
and made public, I was willing to confefs my fault 
therein publicly.* : [The 

* IT was witness to the very christian spirit Mr. Brainerd 
shewed at that time, being then at New-Haven, and being one 
that he saw fit te consult on that occasion. (This was the first ° 
time that ever I had opportunity of personal acquaintance with 
him.) _ There appeared in him a great degree of calmness and 
humility, without the least appearance of rising of spirit for at 

i 
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(The next day he went to Derby, then to South. many ¢ 

bury, where he fpent the Sabbath, and fpeaks of and yet 

fome fpiritual comfort; but complains much of un- broken, 
fixednefs, and wanderings of mind in religion. ] I have | 

Monday, September 19. I felt ferious, kind and wilderns 
tender towards all mankind, and longed that holinefs had ; A 
might flourifh on earth. fometi 

Tuefday, September 20. I had thoughts of going. once lay 
forward on my journey to my Indians; but towards Lord 
night was taken with a great pain in my teeth, and fhi- HY. fou 
vering cold, and could not poffibly recover a comfort- J guifh, t 
able degree of warmth the whole night following... I worthy 
continued very full of pain all night, and in the ed unde 
morning had a fever, and pains almoft all over my trials ha 
body. I had a fenfe of the divine goodnefs in ap- ould be 
pointing this to be the place of my ficknefs, among aians CO 
my friends. I fhould probably have perifhed, if I. arry mé 
had firft got home to my own houfe in the wildernefs, reafon t 
where I have none to converfe with but the poor rude foul fee 
ignorant Indians. 1 continued thus,. moftly confined terror 0 
to my bed, till. Friday night, very full of pain; but. elved t 

not afraid of death.——-On Friday evening my pains parpole. 
went off fuddenly. “ Sir, 

[From this time, he gradually recovered, and on: ptoddard 
the next Tuefday was able to go forward on his jour- with Fra 
ney; but was till the Tuefday following before he: cellency | 
reached Kaunaumeek. ] all the « 

Tuefday, October 4. This day I rode home to my. felves th 
own houfe and people. .The poor Indians appeared. EY’ ° thou 
very glad of my return. I prefently fell on my knees, fmgeeat you 
and blefled God for my fafe return. I have taken. fafety. 

, many. fe I thou 
; jeemed f 

ill treatment he had suffered, or the least backwardness to abase: prifed ; } 
himself betore them whom he thought had wronged him. What and Bia | 
he did was without any objection or appearance of reluctance, of the 8 
even in private to his friends. Earnest application was made on. or the co 
his behalf to the authority of the college, that he might have his Saturd 
degree then given him; and particularly by the Reverend Mr. aWwith Go 
Burr of Newark, one of the correspondents of the honourable 0, when 
society in Scotland; he being sent from New-Jersey to News foul with 
Haven, by the rest of the commissioners, for that end, and Lord’ 
many arguments were used, but without success.— What manner OFC s 
of spirit were these Goveraors of? And do these dare to calf 
themselves Christians? 
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many confiderable journeys fince this time laft year, 
and yet God has never fuffered one of my bones to be 
broken, or any diftrefling calamity to befal me, though 
I have been often expofed to cold and hunger in the 
wildernefs, where the comforts of life were not to be 
had; have frequently been loft in the woods, and 
fometimes obliged to ride much of the night, and 
once lay out in the woods all night. 

Lord’s day, Oétober 16. I retired and poured out 
my foul to God with much freedom, and yet in an- 
guifh, to find myfelf fo unfpeakably finful and un- 
worthy before a holy God. I was now much refigne 
ed under God’s difpenfations towards me, though my 
trials had been very great. But thought whether I 
ould be refigned, if God fhould let the French In- 

dians come upon me, and deprive me of my life, or 
arry me away captive, (though I knew of no {pecial 

reafon then to propofe this trial to myfelf,) and my 
foul feemed fo far to reft in God, that the fting and 
terror of thefe things was gone. Prefently after I re- 
etved the following letter by a meflenger fent on 

purpofe. - een ae 
e ir, Juft{ now we received advices from Colonel 

Stoddard, that there is the utmoft danger of a rupture 
with France. He has received the fame from his ex- 
cellency our governor, ordering him to give notice to 
all the expofed places, that they may fecure them- 
felves the beft they can againft any fudden invafion. 
We thought beft to fend directly to Kaunaumeck, 
that you may take the prudenteft meafures for your 
fafety. Iam, Sir, &c.?? 
' I thought it came in a good feafon for my heart 
eemed fixed on God, and therefore I was not fur- 
prifed; but this news only made me more. ferious, 
and taught me that J muft not pleafe myfelf with any 
of the comforts of life which I had been preparing. 
' Saturday, Ofober 22. I had but little communion 
vith God. This world is a dark, cloudy manfion. 

$O, when will the Sun of righteoufnefs fhine on my 
foul without ceffation or intermiffion ! 

Lord’s day, October 23. I had fome freedom and 
psa ag i warmth 
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warmth both parts of the day, and my people wen 
very attentive. In the evening, two or three cams 
to me under concern for their fouls, to whom I wa 
enabled to difcourfe clofely, and with fome earneh. 
nefs and defire, 

[He feems, through the whole of this week, to 
have been greatly engaged to fill up every inch of 
time in the fervice oF od, and to have been mok 
diligently employed in ftudy, prayer, and inftructing 
the Indians; and from time to time expreffes longings 
o foul after God, and the advancement of his king, 
om. ] 
Monday,. O&ober 31. My foul was fo lifted up t 

God, that I could pour out my defires to him, for 
more grace and further degrees of fanttification, with 
abundant freedom. I longed to be more abundantl 
prepared for that bleffednefs, with which I was ther 
in fome meature refrefhed. ~. 

Thurfday, November 3. I fpent this day in fecre 
fafting and prayer, from. morning till night. Earl 
in the morning, I had fome affiftance in prayer 
Afterwards I read the ftory of Elijah the prophet, | 
Kings xvii. xviii. and xix. chapters. My foul wa 
much moved, obferving the faith, zeal, and power 0 
that holy man; and how he wreftled with God 1 
rayer. My foul then cried with. Elifha, * Wher 

is the Lord God of Elijah !”” I longed for more faith! 
My foul breathed after God, and. pleaded with hin, 
that a ‘ double portion of that fpirit,”? which wa 
given to Elijah, might * reft on me.’? And tha 
which was refrefhing to my foul, was, I faw Godi 
the fame that he was in the days of Elijah. I. wai 
enabled to wreftle with God by prayer, in.a more af 
fectionate, humble, and importunate manner, than 
have for many months, paft. Nothing feemed to 
hard for God to perform ; nothing too great for m 
to hope for from him.—I had for many months lof 
all hopes of doing any fpecial fervice for God in the 
world; it appeared entirely impoffible, that one f 
vile fhould be thus employed for God. But at thi 
time God. was pleafed: to revive this hope.—Afte 
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ards I read the third chapter of Exo 

he xxth, and faw more of the glory eg rah a 
od difcovered in thofe chapters, than ever I had f 
efore; frequently in the mean time falling on i 
nees, and crying to God for the faith of Mofes and 
pra manifeftation of the divine glory. My foul was 
rdent in prayer, and I was enabled to wreftle for 
yfelf, for my friends, and for the church of God 
felt more defire to fee the power of God in th ' 

onverfion of fouls, than I have done for a lon fea. 
pn, Blefled be God for **  feafon of faltir = and 
ayer! May his goo. :<fs . ays abide with me 
cat ag fet to him! ee, 

onday, November 7. This mornin i 
as folemn, fixed, affectionate, and sedan fe anita 
ter holinefs ; and felt full of tendernefs and love 
nd my affections feemed to be diffolved into kindnefs 
d fottnefs—My foul longed after God, and cried 

. re i toe freedom, reverence, and boldnefs. 
vd 4 might be entirely confecrated and devoted to 

Thurfday, November 10. I fpent this day i 
gand prayer. In the morting was dull and te. 
is; but after fome time, reading 2 Kings xix. cha : 
r, my foul was. moved and affected, I faw share 
as no way for the afflicted to take, but to go to God ~ 
ith all their forrows. Hezekiah, in his great dif- 
efs, went and {pread his complaint before the Lord 
was then enabled to fee the mighty power of God, 
rua ee Lee that power, and to cry to 
od affectionately an is pov rc ey SS ardently for his power to be 

The remaining part of this week, and ‘ 
wing, weeks, he was very ill, and full hig Ba 
t obliged, to be at great fatigue, travellin day and 
ght, in ftormy and fevere Baions. He ost time 
time, within this fpace, {peaks of outgoings of foul 
er Godt his heart ftrengthened in God ; feafons of 
vine fweetnefs and comfort. And yet there are 
any complaints of lifeleffnefs, diftance from God 
dunprofitablenefs. But ftill there appears a con 

fant 
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ftant care, from day to day, not to lofe time, but to 
employ it all for God. ] 

Tuefday, November 29. I began to ftudy the In. 
dian tongue, with Mr. cergeant at Stockbridge.*— 
I was perplexed for want of more retirement——| 
love to live alone in my own little cottage, where Im 
can fpend much time in prayer. 

Saturday, December 3. I rode home to my hout 
and people. Suffered much ‘with extreme cold.——~ 
I truft, I thall ere long arrive, where my toils thal 
ceafe. 

Monday, December 5. I rode to Stockbridge, 
but was almoft outdone with the extreme cold, | 
had fome refrefhing meditations by the way ; but wa 
barren and lifelefs much of the day. Thus my day: 
roll away with but little done. for God, and this i 
my burden. | 

Tuefday, December 6. I was perplexed to fee th 
vanity and levity of profefled chriftians: but I fpe 
the evening with a chriftian friend, that was able t 
fympathize with me in my fpiritual confliés. 

Thurfday, Decem! -8. My mind was loft wit 
different affections. 1 was looking round in the worl 
to fee if there was not fome happinefs to be derivel 
from it. God, and fome objects in the world, feem: 
each to invite my heart, and my foul feemed to by 
diftraéted between them. I have not been fo bef 
for a long time, with relation to fome objects whit 
I thought myfelf moft dead to. But while I was ¢: 
firing to pleafe myfelf with any thing below, forroy, 
and perplexity, attended the firft motions of defire. 
I found no peace, or deliverance from this diftraétior 
till I found accefs to the throne of grace, and as fou 
as I had any fenfe of God, the allurements of the worl 
vanifhed. But my foul mourned over my folly, ri 

I fhoul 

* The commissioners had directed him to spend much tit 
this winter ‘with Mr. Sergeant, to learn the language of the | 
dians; which necessitated him very often to ride backwards a0 
forwards, twenty miles through the uninhabited woods betwee 
Stockbridge and Kaunaumeek. This many times exposed hi 
to extreme hardship in the severe season of the winter. 

% 

the ext 
Lord 
has bee 
caufed 1 
vided fc 
in abou 
ufes, ak 
that he. 



me, but to 

dy the In. 
bridge.*— 

ment——| 
» where | 

o my hou 
» cold. ——= 
y toils thal 

tockbridge 
ne cold. | 
y ; but wa 
us my day: 
, and this i 

»d to fee th 
but I fpe 

- was able ti 

in the worl 
o be derived 
brid, feeme 
emed to bt 
een fo belt 
pjects whic 
le I was d 
ow, forroy, 
of defire. 
s diftraction 
and as foo 
of the worl 

y folly, thi 

I thoul 

nd much ti 
age of the lt 
backwards at 

oods betwet 

exposed hi 
jmter. 

% 

( 61 , 
{ fhould defire any pleafure but in God. God for- 
give my fpiritual idolatry ! 
Thurfday, December 22. I fpent this day alone in 

fafting and prayer, and reading in God’s word, the 
exercifes and deliverances of his children. 1 had 
realizing apprehenfions of divine power, grace, and 
holinefs; and alfo of the unchangeablenefs of God, 
that he is the fame as he was, when he delivered his 
faints of old out of tribulation. My foul was fundry 
ane » ye enlarged for God’s church and peo-~ 
le. O, that Zion might beco aj 
whale earth !”” . sie one 
Monday, December 26. I rode down to Stock. 

bridge, but was very much fatigued with my journey, 
wherein I underwent great hardfhip, being much exe 
pofed and very wet by falling into a river. I fpent 
the day and evening without much fenfe of divine 
things, but perplexed with wandering thaughts, 

hurfday, December 29. I fpent the day mainly 
fin converfing with friends; yet enjoyed little fatisfac- 
tion, becaufe I could find but few difpofed to converfe 
of heavenly things. Alas, what are the things of this 
world, to afford fatisfaction to the foul ! I bleffed 
God for retirement, and that I am not always expofed 
tocompany. O, thatI could live “in the fecret of 
God's prefence!”” | 

_ Friday, December 30. I was in a folemn, devout: 
frame, and wondered that earth, with all its charms 
fhould ever allure me in the leaft degree. , that £ 
could, always realize the being and holinefs of God ! 

Saturday, December 31. I rode from Stockbridge 
nee a air Bs clear and calm, but as cold as 
ever I felt it. I: was in great danger of ifhi 
the extremity of the feafon. ve ee 

~ Lord’s day, January 1, 1743-4. Of atruth God © 
has been gracious to me the paft year, though he has 
caufed me to pafs through many forrows. He has pro- 
vided for me bountifully, fo that I have been enabled - 
in about fifteen months paft, to beftow to charitable 
ufes, about an hundred pounds. Blefled be the Lord, . 
shat he has fo far ufed ee as bis feward, to diftribute - 

a portion 
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a a sp of bis goods. May I always remember, that 
all I have comes from God. . Bleffed be the Lord, 
that has carried me through all the toils, fatigues, 
and hardfhips of the year paft. O, that I could begin 
this year with God, and {pend the whole of it to die 
glory, ‘either in life or death! “ 

Tuefday, January 3. My time paffes sn fo fwift. 
ly, that I am aftonifhed when I reflec “how little 
I do in it. My ftate of folitude does not make the 
hours hang heavy upon my hands. O, what reafon of 
thankfulnefs have I on account of this retirement! I 
do not, and it feems I cannot, lead a chrifiian lifé 
when I am abroad, and cannot fpend time in de. 
votion, chriftian converfation, and meditation, 
Thofe weeks that I am obliged to be from home, in 
order to learn the Indian tongue, are moftly {pent in 
barrennefs, and I feel myfelf a ftranger at thc throne 
of grace. When I return home, and give myfelf to 
meditatioa, prayer, and fafting, a new fcene opens, 
and my foul longs for mortification, felf-denial, hu. 
mility, and divorcement from all the things of the 
world. 

Wednefday, January 4. Time appeared a moment, 
like a vapour, and all its enjoyments as empty bubbles, 
and fleeting blafts of wind. 

Friday, January 6. Feeling my extreme weak. 
nefs, and want of grace, I fet apart this day for faft- 
ing and prayer, neither eating nor drinking from even- 
ing to evéning: and my {foul intenfely longed, that & 
the dreadful fpots and ftains of my fin may be wafhs 
ed away. My mind was fweetly fixed on divine 
things: my refolution for a life of mortification, 
continual watchfulnefs, felf-denial, ferioufnefs, and 
devotion to God, were ftrong and fixed; my de- 
fires ardent and intenfe: my confcience tender, and 
afraid of every appearance of evil. My foul was 
grieved with the reflection on my paft levity, and 
want of refolution for God. I folemnly renew- 
ed my dedication of myfelf to God, and longed for 
grace to enable me always to keep covenant with 
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Saturday, January 14. This morning, I enjoyed 

a folemn feafon in prayer: my foul feemed enlarged, 
to pour out itfelf to God for grace, and for every 
blefling I wanted, for myfelf, my dear chriftian friends,. 
and for the church of God. I was fo enabled to 
fu bim who is invifible, that my foul refled upon bim 
for the performance of every thing I afked. It was 
my happinefs, to “ continue inftant in prayer.” My 
foul was “ ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might.” I longed. exceedingly for ‘angelic holi- 
nefs, and to have all my thoughts, at all times, em- 
loyed in heavenly things. O, how bleffed is an: 
A venly temper! O, how unfpeakbly bleffed it is, 
to feel a meafure of that rectitude, in which we were: 
at fir created ! 

(The next day he {peaks of fome glimpfes he had of 
the divine glories; but, feems to have been filled with 
fears left he fhould return to a life of vanity, to pleafe 
himfelf with fome of the enjoyments of this world, and 
fpeaks of his being much troubled, that he fhould ad- 
drefs immortal fouls with no more ardency and defire 
of their falvation. ] ° 

Thurfday, February 2. I fpent this day in fafting 
and prayer, feeking the prefence.and aifliftance of | 
God, that he would enable me to overcome all my 
corruptions and fpiritual enemies. 

Saturday, February 4. I enjoyed freedom and fpi- 
ritual refrefhment ; was enabled to pray with ferven- 
ey, and longing defires for Zion’s profperity, and my 
faith and hope feemed to take hold of God, for the per- 
formance of what I was enabled to plead for. Sanc- 
tification .in myfelf, and the ingathering of God’s 
ele& was all my defire, and the hope of its accom. 

. Monday, February 6. This morning, my foul 
again was ftrengthened in God, and found fweet ree 
pofe in him ; longing efpecially for the complete mor- 
tification of fenfuality and pride, and for refignation 
to God’s difpenfations, at all times, as through grace 
A felt it at this time. 1 did not defire deliverance 

from 
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from any difficulty that attends my circumftances, ua. 
lefs God were willing. 

Tuefday, February 7. I was much engaged in me. 
ditation on the powers and affections of the godly fouls 
in their purfuit of their beloved object: wrote fome. 
thing of the native language of {piritual fenfation, in 
its {oft and tender whifpers; declaring, that it now 
“‘ feels and taftes that the Lord is gracious ;” that he 
is the fupreme good, the only fatisfying happinefs; 
that he is a complete, fufficient, and almighty por. 
tion, faying, 

“© Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is nom 
upon earth that I defire befides thee. O, 1 feel it is heaven 
to pleafe him, and to be juft what he would have me 
to be! O, that my foul were holy, as he is holy! O, that 
it were pure, even as Chrifl is pure; and perfed, as my 
Father in heaven is perfec! Thete, 1 feel, are the fweet. 
eft commands in Crod’s book, comprifing all others, 
And fhall I break them! muft I break them! am! 
under a neceflity of it as long as I live im the world! 
O my foul, woe, woe is me that I am a finner, becaufe 
I grieve and offend this blefled God, who is infinite 
in goodnefs and grace! O methinks, if he would 
punifh me for my fins, it would not wound my heart 
fo deep as to offend him: but though I fin continually, 
yet he continually repeats his kindnefs to me! I could 
bear any fuffering ; but how can'I bear to grieve and 
difhonour this blefled God! How fhall I yield ten 
thoufand times more honour to him? What fhall 1 do 
to glorify this beft of beings? O, that I could confe. 
crate myfelf, foul and body, to his fervice for ever! 
O, that I could give. up myfelf to him, fo as never 
more to attempt to be my own, or to have any will 
or affections that are not perfectly conformed to him! 
But, alas,’alas! I cannot be thus entirely devoted to 
God. O ye angels, do ye glorify him inceffantly: 
and if poffible, proftrate yourfelves lower and lower 
before the blefled King of heaven? I long to beara 
part with yow and, if it were poffible, to help you. 
O, when we have done all that we can to all eternity, 

- ‘we fhall not be able to offer the ten thoufandth part 
of the homage that the glorious God deferves !” 
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Thurfday, February 9. I obferved this day as a 

day of fafting and prayer, intreating God to be- 
ftow upon-me his blefling and grace, efpeciaJly to 
enable me to live a life of mortification to the world, 
as well as of refignation and patience. I enjoyed a 
realizing fenfe of divine power and goodnefs in 
prayer; and was enabled to roll the burden of my 
felf and friends, and of Zion, upon the goodnefs of 

d. 

Friday, February 10. I was exceedingly oppreffed 
with fhame, grief, and fear, under a fenfe of my 
palt folly. When God fets before me my paft mif- 
conduct, efpecially any inftance’ of mifguided 2zal, it 
finks my foul into fhame and confufion.—I have no 
confidence to hold up my face, even before my fel- 
low-worms ; but only when my foul confides in"God, 
and I find the {weet temper of Chrift, the fpirit of hu- 
mility, folemnity, mortification, and refignation alive 
inmy foul. . 
Monday, February 3. I rode to Stockbridge, 

and had’ a:more refrefhing tafte and relifh of hea- 
venly bleffednefs, than. I. have enjoyed for many 
months palt. I have many times, of-late, felt as ar- 
dent defires of holinefs as ever ; but not fo much fenfé: 
of the unfpeakable pleafure of the enjoyments and 
nployments of: heaven. My foul longed to leave 

earth, and bear a part with angels in their celeftial 
employments. My foul faid, ‘* Lord, it is good to 
be here ;”? and. it appeared to me better to die, than: 
o.lofe-the relith of. thefe heavenly delights. 
Wednefday,. February 22. U:had as clear a fenfe of 

the: pollution of my nature, as ever I remember to 
have had in my life. I then appeared to myfelf inex- 
preflibly loathfome and defiled; fins of childhood, of 
early youth, and fuch follies as I had not thought of 
for years together, came frefh:to my view, as if com. 
mitted -but yefterday. Yet I was fupported under my. 
burdens,.and found it was {weet 2nd comfortable to 
ean on God. 

Friday, March 2, I never felt fo much love to my 
F 3 enemies, . 

ett 

— 
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enemies, (though at that time I found fuch a difpo. 
‘fition, that I f{carce knew how to think that any fuch 
thing as enmity lodged in my foul; it feemed as if all 
the world muft needs be friends;) and never prayed 
with more freedom and delight for myfelf or dearef 
friends than I did now for them. 

Saturday, March 3. I fpent an hour in prayer, 
with great intenfenefs and freedom, and with the mot 
foft and tender affection towards mankind. 1 longed 
that thofe who I have reafon to think owe me ill- 
will, might be eternally happy. It feemed_ refrefhing, 
to think of meeting them in heaven, how much fo. 

. ever they had injured me on earth. I had no dif. 
pofition to infift upon any confeffion from them, in 
order to reconciliation, and the exercife of love and 
kindnefs to them. O, it is an emblem of heaven, to 
love all the world with a love of kindnefs, for. 
givenefs, and benevolence; to feel our fouls fedate, 
mild, and meek; to be void of all evil furmifing: 
and fufpicions, and fcarce able to think evil. of any| 
man upon any occafion; to find: our hearts fimpie, 
open, and free, to thofe that look upon us with a 
different eye. . 

Lord’s day, March 4. I enjoyed the fame intenfe. 
nefs in prayer as yelterdcy, though not in fo greata 
degree: felt the fame fpirit of love, univerfal be. 
nevolence, forgivenefs, humility, refignation, morti. 
fication to the world, and compofure of mind a 
then. ‘ My foul refted in God, and I found, | 
wanted no other refuge or friend. While my foul 
thus trufts in God, all things feem to be at peace with 
me, even the ftones of the earth: but when I can. 
not apprehend and confide in God, all things appear 
with a different afped. 

Saturday, March 10. I felt exceeding dead to 
‘the world, and all its enjoyments. I was ready to 

. give up life, and all its comforts, as foon as called to 
it; and yet then had as much comfort of life as al. 
moft ever I had. Life itfelf appeared but an empty 
‘bubble; the riches, honours, and enjoyments of it} 
extremely taftelefs. I longed to be perpetually and 
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entirely crucified to all things here below. My foul 
was {weetly refigned to God’s difpofal of me, in 
every refpect; and | faw, there had nothing happen- 
ed to me but what was beft for me. I confided in 
God, that he would “ never leave me,” though I 
fhould ‘* walk through the valley of the fhadow of 
death.” It was “ my meet and drink to be holy, 
to live to the Lord, and die to the Lord.” 1 then 
enjoyed fuch a heaven, as far exceeded the moft 
fublime conceptions of an unregenerated foul, and 
even unfpeakably beyond what 1 myfelf could con- 
ceive at another time.. I did not wonder, that Pe- 
ter faid, “ Lord, it is good to be here,” when thus 
refrefhed with divine glories. My foul was full of 
love and tendernefs in the duty of interceflion ; efpe- 
cially of {weet affection to fome godly minifters, I 
prayed earneltly for thofe I have reafon to fear are 
my enemies,; and could not have fpoken a word of 
bitternefs, or entertained a bitter thought againft the 
vilef{ man living, I had fuch a fenfe of my own great 
unworthinefs. My foul feemed to breath forth love 
and praife to God afrefh, when I thought he would 
Jet his children love and receive me as one of their 

a brethren and fellow-citizens. And when I thought.of 
their treating me in that manner, I| longed to lie at 
their feet, and could think of no way to exprefs the 
fincerity and: fimplicity of my love and efteem of 
them, as being much better than myfelf.—I longed 
to get on my knees, and afk torgivenefs of every body 
that ever had feen any thing amifs in my pait con- 
duct, efpecially in my religious zeal. 

Lord’s day, March 11. I preached from the pa- 
table of the fower, had fome freedom, affection, and 
fervency in addrefling my poor people; longing 
that God fhould take hold of their hearts, and make 
them {fpiritually alive. And indeed 1 had fo much 
to fay to them, that I knew not how to leave of 
fpeaking.* Monday, 

. 

-®© This was the last Sabbath that ever he performed public 
service at Kaunaumeek, and these the last sermons that ever 
he preached there. 

( 
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Monday, March 12. My fpirit was full of quiet. 

nefs, and love to mankind, and I longed that peace 
fhould reign on the earth. I was grieved at the very 
thoughts of a fiery, angry, and intemperate zeal in re. 
ligion ; mourned over my patt follies, and confided 
in God for ftrength and grace fufficient for my fu. jj 
ture work and trials.———Spent the day mainly in 
hard labour, making preparations for my intended 
journey. 

Tucklay, March 13. I enjoyed fome freedom and 
fervency, intreating that the divine prefence might 
attend me in every place where my bufinefs might lead 
me; and had a particular reference to the trials that 
I apprehended I might be more eminently expofed to 
in particular places. 

Wednefday, March 14. 

dear friends and acquaintance. 
on my journey, and before’ night came to Stockbridge. 

Thurfday, March 15. 

tle with that people. 
endeavoured to commit the cafe to God. 

[The two next days, he went no further than Sa- 
lifbury, being much hindered by the rain. 

chriftian friends on thefe days.] 
Lord’s day, March 10. 

but God was pleafed to afford me much freedom, 
clearnefs, and fervency in preaching.—Here another 
meflenger met me, and informed me of the vote of 
another congregation, to give me an invitation to 
come among them. 
mind with a burden of care. 
« fend forth faithful labourers into his harvelt !” 

ter: 

I enjoyed fome intent. 
nefs of foul in prayer, repeating my petitions for 
God’s prefence in every place, and befought the 
Lord that I might not be too much pleafed with my 

Near ten I fet out 

I rode down to Sheffield. & 
Here I met a meflenger from Eaft-Hampton on Long. 
Ifland, who by the unanimous vote of that large 
town, was fent to invite me thither, in order to fet. 

1 knew not what to do, but 

When: 
he came there, he was much indifpofed.—_He {peaks 
of comfortable and profitable converfation with. 

[At Salifbury] I was ex- 
ceeding weak and faint, fo that I could fcarce walk:. 

1 was fomething exercifed in 
O, that God would: 
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fAfter this, he went forward on his journey tee 

wards New-York and New-Jerfey, in which he pro- 

ceeded flowly ; performing his journey under great 
bodily indifpofition. However, he preached feveral 
times by the way, in which he had confiderable 
aftftance: hefpeaks of comfort in converfation with 
chriftian friends, but yet complains of a decline of 
life, or vivacity in religion, by means of his conftant 
emoval from place to place, and want of retirement. 
e came to New-York on Wednefday, March 28, 

and to Elizabeth-"own on the Saturday following, 
here it feems he waited till the commiffioners came 
ogether. ] 
Thurfday, April 5. I attended on the commifii- 

pners in their meeting,* and refolved to go on ftill 
ith the Indian affair, if Divine Providence permitted ; 

although I had before felt fome inclination to go to 
aft-Flampton.f 

- [After 

* © The Indians of Kaunaumeeck being but few in number, 
and Mr. Brainerd having now been labouring among them 
about a year, and having prevailed upon them to be willing 
o leave Kaunaumeek, and remove to Stockbridge, to live 
onstantly. under Mr. Sergeant’s ministry; he thought he might 
now do more service for Christ among the Indians elsewhere. 
He therefore went this journey to New Jersey to lay the mat- 
er before the commissioners; who met at Elizabeth-Town, on 
his occasion, and determined that he should forthwith leave 
IKaunaumeek, and go to the Delaware Indians. 
+ By the invitations Mr. Brainerd had lately received, t 

appears that it was not from necessity, or for want of oppor- 
tunities to settle in the ministry among the English, that he 
was determined to forsake all outward comforts, and to go and 
pend his life among the bruitish savages. He had, just as he. 
was leaving Kaunaumeek, an earnest invitation to a settlement 
at East-Hampton on Long-Island, the fairest, pleasantest town 
on the whole island, and one of its largest and most wealthy 
parishes. ‘The people there were unanimous in their desires te 
have him for their pastor, and for a long time continued in an 
arnest pursuit of it. Besides he had an invitation to Milling- 

ton, which was near his native town, and in the midst of his 
friends. Nor did Mr. Brainerd chuse the business of a missi- 
onary, rather than accept of those invitations, because he was 
wnacquainted with the difficulties and sufferings which et 

suc 
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( 70 ) 
[After this, he continued two or three days in th 

Jerfeys, very ill, and then returned to New-Yon; 
and from thence into New-England, and went to 
his native town of Haddam, where he arrived 
Saturday, April 14.] 

Tuefday, April 17. I found more of God’s pre. 
fence, than I have done any time in my late wear 
fome journey. Eternity appeared very near; my na 
ture was very weak, and feemed ready to be diffolved; 
the fun declining, and the fhadows of the evening 
drawing on apace. O, I longed to fill up the remain 
ing moments, all for God! though my body was h 
feeble and wearied with preaching, and private co 
verfation, yet | wanted to fit up all the night tod 
fomething for God. ‘T'o God, the giver of thefer 
frefhments, be glory for ever and ever. — 

[After this, he vifited feveral minifters in Con 
necticut, and then travelled towards Kaunaumee 
and came to Mr. Sergeant’s at Stockbridge, Thurfday 
April 26.] | 

. Friday and Saturday, April 27 and 28. I {pen 
fome time in difcourfing with my people, (who wen 
now moved down from their own place to Mr. Ser 
'geant’s,) and found them very glad to fee me returned. 

Monday, April $0. I rode to Kaunaumeek, bu 
was extremely ill; and did not enjoy the comfort 
hoped for in my own houfe. 1 ae 
 Tuefday, May 1. Having received new orders t0 
go to the Indians in Delaware river in Pennfylvania 
and my people here being moftly removed to Mr 
Sergeant’s, I this day took all my clothes, books, & 
and difpofed of them, and fet out for Delaware river: 
‘but made it my way to return to Mr tee 

whic 

such a service: for he had had experience of these difficultia 
in summer and winter: having spent about a twelvemontl 
in a lonely desert. among these savages, where he had gout 
through extreme hardships, :a train of outward and_ inward 
sorrows. Notwithstanding all these things, he chose still to gt 
on; and that, although the place he was now going to, was at! 
much greater distance frem most of his friends, acquaintand 
and native land. © 
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hich I did this day, juft at night. I rode feveral 
ours in the rain through the howling wildernefs, al- 
hough I was fo difordered in body, that little or no- 
ing but blood came from me. | 
Tuefday, May 8. I {pent much of my time, while 

iding, in prayer, that God would go with me to 
Delaware. My heart fometimes was ready to fink 
ith the thoughts of. my work, and going alone in 
he wildernefs, I knew not where: but ftill it was 
omfortable, to think, that others of God’s children 
d wandered about in caves and dens of the 

prth:”? And Abraham, when.he was called to go 
rth, ** went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
{The next day, he went forward on his journey 3 
offed Hudfons river, and went to Gofhen in the 
Highlands, and fo travelled acrofs the woods, from 
Hudfon’s river to Delaware, about an hundred miles, 
hough a defolate and hideous country, above New- 
arfey, where were very few fettlements; in. which 
burney he fuffered much fatigue and hardfhips. ‘He 
fited fome Indians in the way,* and difcourfed with 
hem concerning chriftianity, but was melancholy and 
ifconfolate, being alone in a ftrange wildernefs. On 
aturday, he came to a fettlement of Irifh and Dutch 
sople, about twelve miles above the Forks of Dela- 
are. 
On May 10th, I met with a number of Indians in 
place called Minniffinks, about a hundred and 

tty miles from Kaunaumeek, and directly in my 
ay to Delaware river. With thefe Indians I {pent 
me time, firft addreffing their ding in a friendly 
hariner ; and after fome difcourfe, I told him I had 
defire to inftruct them in chriffianity, At which he 
eae turned his back upon me, and went away. 

en addreffed another principal man in the fame 
hanner, who faid he was willing to hear me. After 
me time, I followed the éing into his houfe, and re- 
ewed my difcourfe to him: but he declined talking, 

and 

* See Mr. Brainerd’s Narrative, in a letter to Mr. Pemberton, 
the end of his ordination sermon—page 32, 33. 



( 72 ) 
and left the affair to another, who appeared to he , 
rational man. He talked very warmly near a quarter 
of an hour, and inquired why I defired the Indiay 
to become chriftians, feeing the chriftians were { 
much worfe than the Indians. The chriftians, 
faid, would lie, fteal and drink, worfe than th 
Indians. It was they firlt taught the Indians to 
drunk: and they ftole from one another, to that & 
ree, that their rulers were obliged to hang them fy 

it, and that was not fufficient to deter others from 
the like practice: But the Indians, he added, wer 
none of them ever hanged for ftealing, and yet the 
did not fteal half fo much. and he fuppofed that; 
the Indians fhould become chriftians, they the 
would be as bad as thefe. He added, they woul 
live as their fathers lived, and go where their fath 
were, when they died. I then freely owned, lament 
and joined with him in condemning the ill condué ¢ 
fome who are called chriftians ; told him, thefe wer 
not chriffian: in heart ; that 1 hated fuch wicked pra 
tices, and did not defire the Indians to become fut 
as thefe.—And when he appeared calmer, I atke 
him if he were willing that I fhould come and fee then 
again: he replied, he fhould be willing to fee m 
again, as a friend, if I would not defire them t 
become chriftians.—-I then bid them farewel, an 
profecuted my journey towards Delaware. M: 
13th I arrived at a place called by the Indians, Sat 
hauwotung, within the Forks of Delaware in Pem 
fylvania. ae . 

Here alfo, when I came to the Indians, I falut 
their king, in a manner I thought moft engagin 
and fdon after informed him of my defire to inftru 
them in the chriflian religion. _ After he had confiul 
ed a few minutes with two or three old men, he tol 

I ther preached 1 me, he: was willing to hear. 
thofe few that were prefent, who appeared very a 
tentive. And the king in particular feemed botht 
wonder, and at the fame time to be well pleafed wi 
what I taught them, refpecting the divine Being 
And fince that time he has ever fhewn himfelf rin 
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fy to me, giving me free liberty to preach in his 
houfe, whenever I think fit—Here therefore I fpent 
the greater part of the fummer, preaching ufually in 
the king’s houfe. 7 
The number of Indians in this place is but fmall ; 

moft of thofe that formerly lived here, are remov- 
ed farther back in the country. There are not more 
that ten houfes hereabouts, that continue to be inha- 
bited; and fome of thefe are feveral miles diftant 
from others, which makes it difficult for the Indians 
to meet together fo frequently as could be defired. 
' When I firft began to preach here, the number of 
hearers was very imall; often not exceeding twenty, 
or twenty-five perfons; but towards the latter part of 
the fummer, their number increafed, fo that I have 
frequently had forty perfons or more, at once: and 
often the moft of them belonging to thofe parts. 
_ Lord’s-day, May 13.. I rofe early; felt very 
poorly after my long journey, and after being wet and 
fatigued. I have fcarce ever feen fuch a gloomy 
morning in my life; there appeared to be no Sabbath s 
the children were all at play; La ftranger in the 
wildernefs, and knew not where to go, and all cir- 
cumftances feemed to confpire to render my affairs 
dark and difcouraging. I mourned after the prefence 
of God, and feemed like a creature banifhed from his 
fight! Yet he was pleafed fo fupport my finking 
foul, amidft all my forrows; fo that I never enter- 
tained any thought of quitting my bufinefs among the 
poor Indians; but was comforted to think, that 
death would ere long fet me free from thefe diftref- 
€s——I rode about three or four miles to the Irifh 
people, where I found fome that appeared fober and 
concerned about religion. My heart then began to 
be a little encouraged: I went and prée&ched, firft 
to the Irifh, and then to the Indians, In the even~ 
ing, was a little comforted; my foul feemed to reft 
on God and take puprage. O, that the Lord would 
ye my fupport and comforter in an evil world! z 

G - - Monday, 
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Monday, May 14. I felt myfelfloofe from all the 

‘world ; all appeared “ vanity and vexation of {pirit.” 
I feemed lonefome, as if I were banifhed from all 
mankind, and bereaved of all that is called pleafura. 
ble in the world; but appeared to myfelf fo vile and 
unworthy, that it feemed fitter for me to be here thaa 
any where. 3 

urfday, May 17. I was greatly diftrefled witha 
fenfe of my vilenefs; appearing to myfelf too bad 
to walk on God’s earth. He was pleafed to let me 
fee my inward pollution to fuch a degree, that I al 

‘ moft defpaired of being made holy. In the afternoon 
I met with the Indians, according to appointment, 
and preached to them. While riding to them, my 
foul feemed to confide in God, and afterwards had 
fome enlargement in prayer: vital piety and holi. 
nefs appeared {weet to me, and I longed for the per 
fection of it. ) 

Lord’s-day, May 20. 1 preached twice to the 
poor Indians, and enjoyed feme freedom in {peak. 
ing. My foul longed for affiftance from above, al 
the while ; for I faw I had no ftrength for that work, 
Afterwards I preached to the Irith people; and f. 
veral feemed much concerned, with whom I dif. 
courfed fome time with freedom and power. Blefled 
‘be God for any affiftance to an unworthy worm. 

Lord’s-day, May 27. 1 vifited my Indians in th 
‘morning, and attending upon a funeral among them, 
‘was affected to fee their Heathenifh pradices. O, tha 
they might be “ turned from darknefs to light !”? After 
wards I got a confiderable number of them together, 
‘and preached to them, and obferved them very +. 
tentive. I then preached to the white people, and 
feveral feemed much concerned ; efpecially one who 
Nad been educated a Roman catholic. Bleffed be the 
Lord for any help! : 

Monday, June 11. This day the prefbytery met 
‘Newark, in order to my ordination. 1 was very weak 
‘and difordered in body; yet endeavoured to repof 
my confidence in God. At three in the afternoon 
“preached my probation fermion, from Aéts xxvi. 1) 

18. being 



5 all the 
{pirit.” 
from all 

ura 
vile and 
ere than 

together, 
very %: 

tople, and 

one who 
fed be the 

ery met 2 

very weak 
to repoft 
ternoon 

s xxvi. 11 
18. being 

| € 75 } 

16. being a text given me for that end. Aft 
} pafled an examination before the prefbytery. My 
mind was burdened with the greatnefs of that charge 
I was about to take upon me; fo that I could not 
rg night, though very weary and in great need 

re eo 

Tuefday, June 12. I was this morning further 
examined, refpecting my experimental acquaintance 
with chriftianity. At ten o’clock my ordination was 
attended; the fermon preached by the Reverend 
Mr Pemberton. At this time I was affeéted with a 
fenfe of the important truft committed to the’; yet 
was compofed, and folemn, without difttaction « 
land I then (as many times before) gave myfelf up 
10 God, to be for him, and: not for another. , that: 
I might always be enga in the fervice of God,. 
nd duly remember the folemn Ihave received,. 

io the ptefence of God, angels, men. 

Z 
a 



PART IV. 

From his ordination, till he began to preach to the Indiam 
at Crofweekfung. 

HURSDAY, June 14. I wondered, that God 
fhould open the hearts of any to treat me with 

kindnefg; and faw myfelf to be unworthy of any 
favour, from God or men. I had much pain in my 
head ; however, determired to fet out on my jour 
ney towards Delaware; but in the afternoon mj 
pain increafed, fo that I was obliged to -take to 
my bed; and the night following, was greatly dif 
trefled with pain and ficknefs, and almoft bereaved 
of the exercife of reafone On Saturday I was fome. 
thing relieved: but,unable to walk till the -Monday 
following. 1 often admired the goodnefs of God, 
that he did not fuffer me to proceed on my journey 
from this place where I was fo tenderly ufed, and 
to be fick by the way among ftrangers.—God is very 
gracious to me, both in health and ficknefs, and im 
termingles much mercy with all my affliaions. 

[On Tuefday, June 19. He fet out, and in three 
days reached his place, near the Forks of Delaware] 

Lord’s-day, June 24. I was fearce able to walk:| 
however, vifited my Indians, and took much pains 
to inftrué them. But my mind was much burdened 
with the weight of my work. My whole dependence 
was on God, who alone 1 faw could make them wil 
ling to receive inftruction. My heart was much en 
gaged in prayer, fending up filent requefts to God, 
even while I was fpeaking to them. O, that I could 
always ge in the ftrength of the Lord ! 

Monday, June 25. To an eye of reafon every 
thing that refpects the converfion of the Heathen is 
as dark as midnight: and yet I cannot but hope in 
God, for the accomplifhment of fomething glorious 
among them. My foul longed much for the ad. 

vancemett 

Thurfd 
the India 
God in D 

he knew t 
‘would..| 
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wancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom: on earth;, 
and was very fearful, left I fhould admit fome vain' 
thought, and fo lofe the fenfe 1 had of divine things. 
O, for an abiding heavenly temper ! 

Indi Tuefday, June 26. I was much difcouraged with: 
¢ Anata BM whe extreme difficulty of the work, yet God fup- 

ported me ;: and though the work of their converfion: 
appeared ‘ impoffible with man,.yet with God” I 
faw “all things were poffible.”’ My faith was much: 
ftrengthened; by’ obferving the wonderful: affiftance 

hat God 
me with 

: of sink God afforded his fervants;. Nehemiah and Ezra in: 
inn MY Bl reforming his people, and re-eftablithing his ancient 
my JOUR church. I: was much affifted in prayer, efpecially 
100n ™) TM for the poor Heathen, and thofe of my own charge ;: 
‘take , and hoped that: God would bow the heavens and: 
pathy dile come down for their falvation. It feemed to me; 
haseans there could be no-impediment fufficient to obftrucé 
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that gd work, feeing the living God, as [: 
ftrongly hoped; was engaged. for it.. I’ continued’ 
folemnly lifting up my heart to God, that I might 
be more mortified to this world, that my foul might — 
be taken up continually in: the advancement of. 
Chrift’s Kingdom ;:and longed that God would purge - 

ame more, that I might be as a chofen vefiel to bear’ 
his name among the Heathens. 
Wednefday, June 27.. In. the afternoon,.1 rode’ 

feveral miles to fee if I could procure any lands for 
the poor Indians, that they might live together, and” 
be under better-advantages for inftruction. While- 
I'was riding, I had a deep fenfe of the difficulty of 
my work $‘ and: my foul relied wholly. upon God‘ 
for fuccefs, in the: diligent and faithful ufe of ‘means. 
Ifaw with the greateft certainty that the arm of the 
Lord mult be revealed, for the help of: thefe poor 
Heathen, -if ever they, would tecdslivered from the - 
bondage of the powers of darknefs. 

Thurfday, Jane 28. Towards noon rode up to ' on every 

ee i the Indians ;:and ‘while going, my heart went up to ° 
se ys Cod in prayer for them. I: could freely tell God, . 

ae he knew the caufe was not mine, but his own, and: 
inwould..be. j glory. to : a 

ncemett vould be. for his own glory: to convert the poor 
4 Indians; : 
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Indians: and blefled be God, I felt no defire of foul ¢ 
honour from the world, as the inftrument o* it. accept 

Saturday, June 30, My foul was much folem. GRY defir 
nized in reading God’s word; efpeciaiiy the ninth IM come, 
chapter of Daniel. I faw how God had called MM 7 in hea 
out his fervants to prayer, and made them wrel. TMM dire § 
tle with him, when he defigned to bellow any praife 
great mercy on his church. And I was afhamed of IN abled 
myfelf, to think of my dulnefs and inactivity, when I him in 

my pa 
neceflit 
up myf 

; praying 
fibly to confide in God, and was enabled to wreill vency. 
with him. Afterwards, I walked abroad to.a placellinow cor 
of fweet retirement, and enjoyed affiftance in pray. MiiMfeeble, a 
er again: had a fenfe of my great need of divine help, Miithem out 
and felt my foul fenfibly depend on God, ; could 

Lord’s.day, July 1. After I came to the Indians, MiMoofed, 
my mind was confufed; and 1 felt nothing of tha MMMM preache 
fweet reliance upon God, that my foul has been com.fimuch. | 
forted with m days paft. In the afterncon I felis to con 
itill barren, when I began to preach. I feemed tolconcerne: 
myfelf to know nothing, and to have nothing to fay Tufeda 
to the Indians; but foon after, I found in my/elf,allMbray und 
fpirit of love, and warmth, and power, to addresiblead wi; 
the poor Indians; and God helped me to pleads good t 
with them, to.“ tirn from all the vanities of thellMinfulnefs 
Heathen, to the living God:” I am perfuaded, thelaged for 

IL A Lord touched their confciences ; for I never faw {uch enlibly d 
Ta attention in: them before. When. I came away, IMGod! Ho 
ae nan fpent the whole time I was riding, in prayer and 0 employ 

praife to God. After I had rode two miles, it camelMvas enab) 
into my mind to dedicate myfelf to God again;MMvith ferye 
which I did with great folemnity, and unfpeakableMful frame | 
faticfaction; efpecially giving up myfelf to himMnit carele; 
anew in the work of the miniftry. And this 1 did Friday, 
without any exception or referve; not in the leatiMfor minifte 
fhrinking back from any difficulties, that might at-MiHeathen ; 
tend this bleffed work. I was moft free, cheerful,MBvorld of 
and full in this dedication of myfelf, My bce rorld ; but 
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( 79 ) 
foul cried, “ Lord, to thee I dedicate myfelf: O, 
accept of me, and let me be thine for ever. Lord, 
I defire nothing elfe; I defire nothing more. O 
come, come Lord, accept a poor worm. Whom have 
] in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth, that I 
defire be des thee”? After this, I was enabled to 
praife God with my whole foul, that he had en- 
abled me to devote and confecrate all my powers to 
him in this folemn manner. My heart rejoiced in 
my particular work.as a miffionary; rejoiced in my 
neceflity of felf-denial; and {till continued to give 
up myfelf to God, and implore mercy of. him,. 
praying inceflantly, every moment, with fweet fer- 
vency. My nature being very weak of late, was 
now confiderably overcome: my fingers grew very 
feeble, and numb, fo that I could baits ftretch 
them out ftraight; and when lighted from my horfe, 

could hardly walk, my joints feeming all to be 
oofed. But 1 felt abundant /frength in the inner man. 
I preached to the white people, and God helped me 
much. Sundry of my poor Indians were fo moved 
as to come to meeting alfo; and one appeared much 
oncerned. 
Tufeday, July 3. This morning, I was enabled to 

pray under a feeling fenfe of my neca: of help, and to 
plead with God a confiderable time. Truly God 
sgood to me. But my foul was grieved at my 
infulnefs and barrennefs, and longed to be more en- 
paged for God. O, it is fweet to be the Lord’s, to be 
enlibly devoted to him! What a bleffed portion is 
od! How glorious, how lovely! O my foul longed 

o employ my time wholly for God !—In the evening, 
vas enabled again to wreftle with God in prayer 
with fervency, to maintain a felf-diffident and watch- 
ul frame of {pirit, jealous and afraid left I fhould ad- 
mit careleffnefs or felf-confidence. 
Friday, July 6. Iam, of late, moft of all concerned 

or minifterial qualifications, and the converfion of the 
eathen: laft year, 1 longed to be prepared for the 
orld of glory, and fpeedily to depart out of this 
world ; but of late my chief concern is for.the conver- 

fion 
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fiort of the Heathen ;- and for that end, I'Iong to live; loofed 
But bleffed be God} F have lefs defire to live to any [aN .. 
of the pleafures of the world; than-ever I had. I long veoh 
and love to be a pilgrim; and wvant grace to imitate age 
the life, labours,. and fufferings of St. Paul among i 
the Heathen. And when I long for holinefs now, it Pole A 
is chiefly, that thereby, I may become an “ able mi. Im a F 1 
nifter of the New Teftament,” efpecially to the Hea. : UB" 
then. I fpent two hours this morning in reading IM, ‘ 4 
and prayer; and was in a watchful tender frame,/n “a 
afraid of every thing that-might cool’my affections sl } 
and draw away my heart from: God. a ae. | 

Lord’s-day, July 8. I was watchful, tender, and ke < : 
jealous of my own heart, left-F' fhould admit carelef. he ane 
nefS and vain thoughts, and-grieve the bleffed Spirit, My... f 
fo that he fliould withdraw his fweet; kind, and tens, (0. 
der influences. I longed to * depart, and be with iE vg. tie 
Chrift,”” more than at any time of-late. My foul was loni 
exceedingly united to the faints of ancient times, a y on g 
well as thofe now living ;:efpecially my foul melted for enti 
the fociety- of Elijah and Elitha. hove. m 

Wednefday, July 11; My foul- was diffidenii,, ¢. 
watchful, and tender, left I fhould offend my bleffed rd a 
Friend, in thought or behaviour. I’ confided infMoutd bn 
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and leaned upon the blefled' God. ©; what’ need 
did I fee myfelf to ftand in of God at all times, to affil 
me and lead me! 

Saturday, July 21. ‘Towards night:my. burden re 
fpecting my work among the: Indians: began: to in 
creafe much, and was aggravated by hearing fundy 
things that looked very difcouraging, in particular 
that they intended to: meet together the. next day for 
an idolatrous feaft'and dance. Then I-began toh 

" in anguifh: I’ thought F muft im confeience go ant 
endeavour to break them up;-and knew not howto 
attempt fuch a. thing. However, I withdrew t 
prayer, hoping for ftrength from above. And in 
prayer I was exceedingly enlarged, and my {oul wa 
much drawn out.“ I pleaded with fo much carnef 
nefs and importunity, that when I rofe from my 
knees, I-could: fcarcely, walk ftraight, my joints Ho 
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( 8 ) 
loofed, the fweat ran down my face and body, and 
nature feemed as if it would diffolve. I knew they 
were met together to worfhip devils, and not God, 
and this made me cry earneftly, that God would ap- 
pear, and help me in my attempts to break up this 
idolatrous meeting. My foul pleaded long; and I 
hought God would go with me to vindicate his 
own caufe: thus I fpent the evening, praying icef- 
fantly that I might not be felf-dependent, but have 
y whole dependence upon God. What [ pailed 
rough was inexpreflible. All the things here below 

yanifhed ; and there appeared to be nothing of any 
mportance to me, but holinefs of heart and life, and 
he converfion of the Heathen to God. All my 
aresy fears, and defires, which might be faid to be 
ofa worldly nature, difappeared; and were of little 
more importance than a puff of wind. .I exceedings 
y longed, that God would get to himfelf a name 
smong the Heathen; and I appealed to him with the 
preatelt freedom, ‘that he knew I * preferred him 
bove my chief joy.’? Indeed, I had no notion. of 
oy from this worlds 1 cared not where or how I 
ived, or- what hardfhips I went through, fo that I 
ould but gain fouls to Chrift. 
Lord’s-day, July 22.. When I waked, my foul was 

burdened with what feemed to be before me: I cried 
o God, before I could get out of my bed. As foon 

s I was drefled, I withdrew into the woods, to pour. 
but my foul to him for affiftance; and did, with une, 
peakable freedom give up myfelf afrefh to God, for 
fe or death, for all hardthips he fhould call me to 
mong the Heathen, and felt as if nothing could dif. 

I had a-ftrong 
hope, that God would * bow the heavens and come 
flown,” and do fome marvellous work among the 
eathen. And when I was riding to the Indians, 

ny heart was continually going up to God; and 
oping, that God would make this the day of his 
power and grace amongft the poor Indians. When 
came to them, I found them engaged in their fro- 
c; but through divine goodnefs I got them to break 
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( 83 ) 
{From thefe Indians he returned to the Irifh Iet- 

mlement, and there preached to a numerous congre- 
ation: where was a confiderable appearance of 
wakening. Thurfday, he returned home, exceed. 
ingly fatigued and {pent ; ftill in the fame mortifica- 
tion to the world, and folicitous for rhe advance- 
ment of Chrilt’s kingdom: and on this day he fays : 
Lhave felt, this week, more of the fpirit of a pil- 
im on earth, than ever before; and yet fo defirous 

o fee Zion’s profperity, that I was not fo willing to 
ave this fcene of forrow as I ufed to be.”—On the 

Sabbath, he was confined by illnefs, not able to go 
put to preach. He continued very ill all the week; 
d fays, that ‘* he thought he never before endured 
ch a feafon of diftrefling weaknefs; and that his 

nature was fo fpent, that Be could neither ftand, fit, 
or lie with any quiet; that he was exercifed with 
xtreme faintnefs and ficknefs at his ftomach; and 
hat his mind was as much difordered as his body, 
reming to be ftupid, and without all kind of affec- 
ions; and yet perplexed, to think, that he lived for 
othing, that precious time rolled away, and he 
ould do nothing but trifle.”’—-Concerning the next 
ve days he writes thus, ** On Lord’s.day, Auguft 
, was ftill very poorly. But though very weak, I 
ifited and preached to the poor Indians twice, and 
yas ftrengthened vaftly beyond my expettativws. 

And indeed, the Lord gave me freedom aiid ferwen- 
y in addrefling them; though I had not itrength 
ough to ftand, but was obliged to fit down the 
hole time. ‘Towards night I was extretucly weak, 
int, fick, and full of pain. And I have continued 
nuch the fame laft week, through the moft of this, 
t being now Friday,) unable to engage in any bufi. 
efs ; frequently unable to pray in the family. I have 
ither ftrength to read, meditate, or pray, and 

bis perplexes mgy mind. I feem like a man that has 
lhis eftate embarked in one {mail boat, unhappily 
oing adrift, down a fwift torrent. The poor owner 
ands on the fhore, and looks, and laments his lofs. 
ut, alas! though my all feems to be adrift, -_—- 



( 8 ) 
ftand and fee it, I dare not lament it; for this finks m Mi 
fpirits more, and aggravates my bodily diforders. (, shaki 
that God would pity my diftreffed ftate!”’ and 

The next three weeks, his illnefs was not fo e. prefer 
treme; he was in fome degree capable of bufinef; night 
he alfo had, for the moft part, much inward affiftane, Byrar 
and often exprefles great longings for the enlargemen comp: 
of Chrift’s kingdom: fpeaks of his hope of this 4 and C 
all his delight and joy. He continues ftill to expre faw hi 
his ufual longings after holinefs, and living to Go cares, 
and a fenfe of his own, unworthinefs; he feve made 
times {peaks of his appearing to himfelf the vild fenfe o: 
creature on earth; and once fays, that he veri Tue 
thought there were none of God’s children who fel compat 
fo far thort of that holinefs, and perfection in thal terprete 
obedience, which God requires. ] Delawa 

Saiurday, September 1. I enjoyed fome comigi lodged 
and fweetnefs: and as my bodily ftrength was a li which 1 
tle reftored, fo my foul feemed to be more engaged wildern 
the things of God. Wed: 

Lord’s-4ay, September 2, I was enabled to {ped the wild 
te «cy pes “udians with much concern and fg dangero 
vetcy. God enabled me to exercife faith in hing we had 
while I was fpeaking to them. I perceived thal deep v 
fome of them were afraid to embrace chrifiianity, MM through 
they fhould be inchanted and poifoned by the Peqwowim/: and had 
but I bid a challenge to all thefe powers of darkne/, f/m Near nip 
‘do their worft upon me firft; I told my people, | vag her legs 
a chriftian, and afked them why the Powows did nq through 
bewitch and poifon me? I fcarcely ever felt mommm fhe brok 
fenfible of my own unworthinefs, than in this: but any hou 
faw the honour of God was concerned ; and I trufeiil ferve her 
to be preferved, for a teftimony of the divine pow profecute 
and goodnefs, and of the truth of chriftianity. led a fir 

Wednefday, September 26. After a journey (™ OVer our 
New-England, I rode home to the Forks of Dedi™ very harc 
‘ware, What reafon have I to blefs God, who ham down on 
preferved me in riding more than four hundred a 
twenty miles. My health likewife is greatly recovert 
O, that I could dedicate my all to God! * Minist 

, Mondial ttom Mr, B 
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finks my Monday, October 1. I was engaged this day in 
Jers. (, making preparation for my journey to Sufquehannah ; 

and withdrew {feveral times to plead for the divine 
ot fo ex prefence to go with me to the poor Pagans. Towards 
bufinets: night I rode about four miles, and met my brother 
affiftancy Byram ;* who was come, at my defire, to be my 
largemen companion to the Indians. I rejoiced to fee him s 

of this ul and God made his converfation profitable to me. L 
to expre faw him, as I thought, more dead to the world, its 
g to Go cares, and ge objects, than I was: and this 
he feve made me look within myfelf, and gave me a greater 
the vilel fenfe of my ingratitude and mifery. 
he veri Tuefday, October 2. I fet out on my journey, in 

on who fe company with my dear brother Byram, and my in- 
yn in thet terpreter, and two chief Indians from the Forks of 

Delaware. We travelled about twenty-five miles and 
ne comf lodged in one of the laft houfes on our road ; after 
was a li which there was nothing but a hideous and howling 
engaged it wildernefs. 

Wednefday, October 3. We went on our way into 
the wilderneis, and found far the moft difficult and 
dangerous travelling, that ever any of us had feens 
we had fcarce any thing elfe but lofty mountains, 
deep vallies, and hideous rocks, to make our way 
through. However, I felt {weetnefs in divine things, 
and had my mind intenfely engaged in meditation. 
Near night, my beaft that I rode upon, hung one of 
her legs in the rocks, and fell down under me; but 
through divine goodnefs I was not hurt. However, 
fhe broke her leg ; and being near thirty miles frome 
any houfe, I faw nothing that could be done to pree 
ferve her life, and fo was obliged to kill her, and to 
frofecute my journey on foot. Juft at dark, we kind. 
led a fire, cut up a few bufhes, and made a fhelter 
over our heads, to fave us from the froft, which was 
very hard; and committing ouifelves to God we lay 
down on the ground and flept quietly. 
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[The next day, they went forward on their joar. 

ney, and at night took up their lodging in the woods 
in like manner. ] 

Friday, October 5. We arrived at Sufquehannah. 
river, at a place called Opeholhaupung : found there 
twelve Indian houfes: after I had faluted the king in 
a friendly manner, I told him my bulinefs, and that 
my defire was to teach them chriftianity. After fome 
confultation, the Indians gathered, and I preached 
to them. When 1 had done, I afked, if they would 
hear me again. They replied, they would confider 
of it; and foon after fent'me word, that they would 
immediately attend, if I would preach, which I did 
with much freedom. When I afked them again, whe. 
thet they would hear me further, they replied, they 
would the next day. I was exceedingly fentibie of the 
impoffibility of doing any thing for the poor heathen Hm 
without {pecial affitance: my foul refted on God, and 
left itto him, to do as he pleafed in his own caufe. 

Saturday, October 6. I preached again to the In. 
dians: and in the, afternoon, vitited them from houfe | 
to houfe, and invited them to come and hear me again 
the next day, and put off their hunting delign till 
Monday. “ This night, the Lord ftood by me,’’ to 
encourage ana {trengthen my foul: I fpent more than 
an hour in fecret retirement, and was enabled to 
*¢ pour out my heart before God,” for the increafe of 
grace in my foul, for minifterial endowments, and 
for fuccefs among the poor Indjans. 

Monday, Oétober 8. I vitited the Indians witha 
defign to take my leave, fuppofing they would go 
out a hunting early; but beyond my expeétation and 
hope, they defired :> hear me preach again. I plad- 
ly complied. with their requelt, and endeavoured to 
anfwer their objections againft chriftianity. Then 
they went away; and we {pent the afternoon in read- 
ing, and prayer, intending to go homeward early the 
next day. 

Tuefday, October 9. We rofe about four, and 
commending ourlelves to God by prayer, we fet out 
homewards about five, and travelled till paft fix \. 
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might. We then made us a fire, and a fhelter of 
barks, and fo refted.—In the night the wolves howled 
round us; but God preferved us. 

Friday, October 12. I came home to my lodging ; 
where I poured out my foul to God, and endeavoured 
to blefs him for his abundant goodnefs to me in my 
late journey. I fcarce ever enjoyed more health ; and 
God marvelloufly, and almoft miraculoufly, fupported 
me under the fatigues of the way, and travelling on 
foot. Blefled be the Lord, that preferves me in all 
my ways ! ? ' 

Lord’s day, Oétober 14. I was much confufed and 
perplexed in my thoughts; and almoft difcouraged, 
thinking 1 fhould: never be able to preach any more. 
However, I went to the place of public worfhip, lifting 
up my heart, and God was gracious to me, and help- 
ed me to pjead with him for holinefs, and to ufe ftrong 
arguments with him, drawn from the fufferings of 
Chrift for this very end, that men might be made holy. 
Afterwards I was much affifted in preaching. 1 know 
not that God ever helped me to preach in a more clofe 
manner. ‘Through the infinite goodnefs of God, I 
felt what I fpoke; and God enabled me to fpeak 
with uncommon clearnefs: yet I was deeply ientible 
of my defeéts in preaching; bleffed be the Lord for 
his mercy. In the evening I longed to be entirely 
alone, to blefs God for help in extremity ; and longed 
for greater degrees of holinefs, that I might fhew my 
gratitude to God. 

Tuefday, O&ober 16. I felt a fpirit of folemnity 
and watchfulnefs ; and was afraid 1 fhould not live to 
and ufon God: I longed for more intenfenefs and {pi- 
rituality. In the evening I enjoyed {weet affiitance in 
prayer, and thirfted and pleaded to be as holy as the 
bleffed angels, 

Friday, O&ober 19. I had an abafing fenfe of my 
own unholineis; end felt my foul melt and mourn, 
that I had grieved a gracious God, who was ftill kind 
tome, notwithftanding all my waworthinefs. My foul 
enjoyed a {weet feafon of forrow, that 1 had wronged 
that bleiled God, who was reconciled te “ae in his dear 

H-2 Son. 
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Son. My foul was now tender, devout, and folemn; 
and I was afraid of nothing but fin, and afraid of that 
in every action and thought. 

Wednefday, October 24. Near noon I rode to my 
peoph; {pent fome time, and prayed with them: felt 
the frame of a pilgrim on earth; longed much to leave 
this gloomy manfion; but yet found patience and re. 
fignation. As 1 returned home from the Indians, | 
Spent the whole time in lifting up my heart to God. 

In the evening I enjoyed a bleffed feafon in prayer; 
was enabled to cry to God with a child-like fpirit; 
enjoyed a fweet freedom in fupplicating for myfelf, 
and for my dear friends, and longed to be as lively in 
God’s fervice as the angels. 

Friday, O&ober 26. In the morning my foul was 
melted with a fenfe of divine goodnefs to fuch a vile 
worm. I delighted to lean upon God, and place my 
whole truft in him: my foul was exceedingly grieved 
for fin, and prized and longed after Polinets ; it 
wounded my heart deeply, yet fweetly, to think how 
I had abufed a kind God. I longed to be perfedtly 
holy, that I might not grieve a gracious God: I 
longed for holinefs more for this end, than for my 
happinefs fake, and yet this was my greatelft happinefs, 
mever more to difhonour, but always to glorify the 
bleffed God. 

Wednefday, Otober 31. I was fenfible of my 
barrennefs: my foul failed when J remembered the 
fervency I had enjoyed. O, (I thought) if I could 
but be fpiritual, warm, heavenly-minded, and affec- 
tionately breathing after God, this would be bettter 
than life to me! My foul longed exceedingly for death, 
to be loofed from this dullnefs, and made ever active 
in the fervice of God. I feemed to live for nothing, 
and to do no good: and O, the burden of fuch a life! 
©, death, death, my kind friend, haften and deliver 
me from dull mortality, and make me fpiritual and 
wiggreat to eternity ! 

hurfday, November 1. I felt life, and longings 
after God; I longed to be always folemn, devout, 
and heavenly-mindeds; and was afraid to leave off 
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praying, left I fhould again lofe a fenfe of the {weet 
things of God. 

Friday, November 2. I was exercifed forely with 
fome things that I thought myfelf moft of all freed 
from. And thus I have ever found it, when I have 
thought the battle was over, and the conqieft was 
gained, and fo let down my watch, the enemy has 
rien up and done me the greateft injury. 

[The next day he fet out on a journey to New- 
York, to meet the Prefbytery there; and was from 
home more than a fortnight. He feemed to enter on 
this journey with great reluctance ; fearing it would 
cool his religious affections. But yet, in his journey 
he had fpecial feafons of God’s gracious prefence. 
He was greatly fatigued therein by cold and ftorms ; 
and when he returned from New-York to New-Jerfey, 
was very ill for fome time, ] 
Wednefday, November 21. I rode from Newark 

to Rockciticus in the cold, and was almoft overcome 
with it. But I enjoyed {weetnefs in converfation 
with Mr. Jones: my foul loves the people of God, 
and efpecially the minifters, who feel the fame trials 
that I do. 

Thurfday, November 22. I came on my way to 
Delaware river, though much difordered with a cold 
and pain in my head, About fix at night, I loft my 
way in the wildernefs, and wandered over rocks and 
mountains, down hideous fteeps, through fwamps, 
and moft dreadful and dangerous places; and the 
night being dark, I was greatly expofed. I was much 
pinched with cold, and diftrefled with an extreme 
pain in my head, attended with ficknefs at my ftomach ; 
fo that every ftep I took was diftrefling tome. I had, 
little hope, but that I muft lie in the woods all night. 
But about nine o’clock I found a: houfe, and was 
kindly entertained. ‘Thus, I have frequently been ex- 
pofed : but God has hitherto preferved me, blefled be 
his name. Such fatigues and hardthips ferve to wean 
me from the earth, and, will make heaven the {weet- 
er, Formerly, when I was thus expofed, I was. 
ready to pleafe myfelf with the the thoughts of a com- 

| H 3  fortable 
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fortable houfe, a warm fire, and other outward com. 
forts; bat now thefe have lefs place in my heart, 
(through the grace of God,) and my eye is more to 
God for comfort. In this world I expect tribulation ; 
and it does not now appear ftrange to me; I do not 
in feafons of difficulty flatter myfelf that it will be 
better heveafter; but rather think, how much worfe 
it might be ; how much greater trials others of God’s 
children have endured; and how much greater are 
yet perhaps referved for me. Bleffed be God, that 
he makes the thoughts of my journey’s-end a great 
comfort to me, under my fharpeft trials, and {carce 
ever lets thefe thoughts be attended with terror ; but 
frequently with great joy. 

[Within the next twelve days he {pent much time 
in hard labour, with others, to make for himfelf a 
little cottage, to live in by himfelf.] 

Thurfday, December 6. Having now a happy 
opportunity of being retired in a houfe of my own, 
I fet apart this day for fecret prayer and falting, to 
implore the blefling of God on myfelf, on my poor 
people, on my friends, and on the church of God 
éind now God was pleafed to give me a difcover 
of the plague of my own heart, more affecting than | 
have of late had. Efpecially I faw my finfulnels in 
this, that when God had withdrawn himfelf, inftead 
of living and dying in purfuit of him, I have bee 
difpofed to one of thefe two. things, either to yield 
an unbecoming refpec&t to fome earthly objects, as i 
happinefs were to be derived from them ; or to be 
fecretly froward and impatient, and unfuitably def- 
rous of death. That which often drove me to this ir 
patient defire of death, was a defpair of doing any 
good in life. But now God'made ‘me fenfible of my 
fin, and enabled me, to cry to him for forgivench 
Yet this was not all 1 wanted ; for my foul appear 
exceedingly polluted: and I wanted to be purified 
** by the blood of fprinkling that cleanfeth from a 
. And this 1 was enabled to pray for in faith 

enjoyed much more intenfenefs, fervency, ati 

‘fpirituality than I-expected; God was better to ™ 
a 
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than my fears. I was enabled to perfevere in prayer 
till the evening. I faw fo much need of divine help, 
in every refpect, that I knew not how to leave off, and 
had forgot that I had need of food. 

Lord’s-day, December 9. I preached, both parts 
of the day, at a place called Greenwich, about ten 
miles from my own houfe. In the firft difcourfe I 
had fearce any warmth. In the intermiffion feafon I 
ot alone among the bufhes, and cried to God be- 

ing in anguifh, that I could not addrefs fouls with 
more compaffion and tender affection: which I faw 
I could not get of myfelf, any more than I could 
make a world. In the latter exercife, bleffed be the 
Lord, I had fome fervency, both in prayer and 
preaching: and in the application 1 vy enabled to 
addrefs precious fouls with affeétion, tendernefs, 
and importunity. The fpirit of God was there; the 
effects were apparent, tears running down many 
cheeks, 
Monday, December 10. I preached again: God 

enabled me to be in fome ee faithful ; 1 rode 
ed God for his goode 

nefs; and rejoiced that fo much of my work was 
done, and I fo much nearer my reward. 
Wednefday, December 12. I was very weak; 

-but affitted in fecret prayer, and enabled with fweet- 
nefs to cry, * Come, Lord Jefus! come quickly.” 
My foul ‘longed for God, for the living God.” O, 
how delightful it is, to pray under fuch influences! 
How much better than one’s neceffary food! I had at 
this time no difpofition to eat, (though late in the. 
morning ;) for earthly food appeared wholly tafte- 
lefs.—-I_ vifited and preached to the Indians, in 
the afternoon; but under much dejection. I found 
my intepreter under fome concern for his foul, which 
was fome comfort to me. I longed greatly for his 
converfion, poured out my foul to God for him: and 
was enabled, to leave all with God. 
_ Thurfday, December 13. I {pent the day in faft- 
ing and prayer, to implore the divine blefling, more 
efpecially on my poor people; in particular for my 
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intepreter, arid three or four more. under fome com 
cérn for their fouls: but, in the evening it feemed as 
if I had need to pray for nothing fo much as for the 
pardon of fins committed in the day paft. ‘The fins 
1 had moft fenfe of; were pride, and wandering 
thoughts. Yet after all my forrows, I truft, this‘ day 
and the exercifes' of it have been for my good, and 
taught me more of my weaknefs without Chrift; than 
I knew before. ae ' 

Lord’s-day, December 16. I was ‘fo’ overwhelm. 
ed with dejection, that I knew “not how to live: I 
longed for-death ‘exceedingly : my foul was /unk into 
decp waters, and the floods, were ready to drown me. | 
was fo much opprefled, that my foul was in a kind 
of horror: 1 had no diftreffing doubt about my own 
ftate ; *but would have cheerfully ventured) as far as 
I could know) into eternity. While I was going to 
preach to the Indians, my foul was in anguifh: I de. 
{paired of doing any good. But at laft I infifted on 
the evidences of chriftianity from the miracles of 
Chrift:: and*God helped me to make a clofe applica. 
tion to thofe that refufed to believe. I was encou. 
raged, to find, that God enabled me to be faithful 
once more. Then I went and preached to-another 
company of them; but was very. weary and faint. 
In the evening, I. was fomething reftefhed, and ena. 
bled to pray and praife God with €émpofure and af- 
fection. I was ‘now willing to live, and longed to do 
more for God, than my weak. ftate of body would 
admit of. .“ I can do-all things through Chrift that 
ftrengthens me ;”’ and I am willing to /pend and ke 

¢ in his fervice. Peek 7 
Tuefday, December 18. I went to the Indians, 

and difcourfed to them: near an hour, and at lat 
God helped me to fpeak with warmth. My iter. 
eg alfo was: amazingly affifted ; and. I doubt not 
but “the Spirit of God was upon him.”? And pre 
fently moft of the grown perfons were much affet- 
ed, and the tears ran down their. cheeks; and one old 
man (I fuppofe, an hundred years old) was fo affed. 
ed, that he wept, and feemed conyinced of the im- 
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portarice of what I taught them. I ftaid with them 
a confiderable time, exhorting them; and came 
away, lifting up my heart to God, and encouraged 
my inferpreter to “ ftrive to enter in at the ftrait gate.” 
Thuriday, January 5, 1744-5. Being fenfible. of 

the great want of the out-pouring of God’s Spirit, I 
fpent this day in fafting and prayer, to feek fo, great 
a mercy for myfelf and my poor people in particu. 
lar, and for the church of God in general. 

Friday, January 4. I rode up to the Indians, 
near noon; {pert fome time there under great difor- 
der; my foul was funé down into deep waters, and I was 
almoft overwhelmed with melancholy. 

Saturday, January 5. I was much difordered 
with pain in my head. I was di(trefled with a fenfe 
of my {piritual pollution, and ten thoufand youthful, 
yea, and childifh follies: all which appeared now, 
frefh, and in a lively view, as if committed yefterday, 
land made my foul afhamed before God. 
Wednefday, January 9. In the morning, God was 

leafed to remove that gloom which has of late op- 
prefled my mind, and gave me freedom and {weet- 
vfs in prayer. I was encouraged to plead for grace 
or myfelf, and mercy for my poor Indians; and was 
weetly affifted in my interceflions with God for 
others. Thofe things that of late have appeared al. 
moft impoflible, now appear not only poffible, but eafy. 
y foul fo much delighted to continue infant in 

prayer, at ie Wieden gence ~ I had » defire for 
my aecoffary food: even dreaded leaving off praying at 
ull, left I thould lofe this {pirituality, and this bleffed 
hankfulnefs. I felt now quite willing to live, and 
indergo all trials that might remain for me in a world 
of forrow; but ftill longed for heaven, that I might 
slorify God in a perfect manner. : ees 
Monday, Jan 14, | {pent this day under a 
pat degree of bodily weaknefs and diforder. It pains 

ne, that I live fo much of my time for nothing. I 
ong to do much in a little.time, and if it might ‘be 
he Lord’s-will, to jini/b my work {peedily in this tire- 
me. world. Iam fure, I do not defire ta live ae any 

: ing 
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thing in this world s/and through grace I am no Biimy po 
afraid to look the ding of terrors in the face: I know, Mile joyec 
I thall be afraid, if God leaves me; and therefore | hat Gr 
think it always my duty to lay in for that folemn how, Lord 
But for a confiderable time, my foul has rejoiced to iiomewh 
think of death in its neareft approaches; and eves 
when I have been very weak, and feemed nearchIMrith c: 
eternity. ‘* Not’ unto me, not unto me, but to Gollvent to 
be the glory.” I feel that which convinces me, thtiiimember 
if God do not enable me to maintain a holy del; an 
pendence upon him, death will be a terror, but zlBgain to 
prefent, I muft fay, “I long to depart, and to kiinconceix 
with Chrift.””) When I am in a {weet refigned fra mas plea 
of foul, I am willing to tarry in a world of forrow, MMfiftance 
am willing to be from home as long as God fees ftiMtisfied, 
but when I want the influence of this temper, 1 aiited yet 
then apt to be impatient to be gone—O, when wi; for | 
the day appear that I thall be perfe& in holinefs. Monda 

Wednefday and Thurfday, January 16, 17. ~1 {peaiiihe moft ; 
moft of the time in writing ona divine fubject, aerienced, 
enjoyed freedom and affiftance. O, what reafon hagiiMore rea} 
I to be thankful, that God ever helps me to labomiipndiion 
and ftudy-forhim! Ile does but receive his own, whl lodging 

_- IT amenabled in any meafure to praife him, labomiine, 
for him, and live to*him. — ‘... find was 

Lord’s-day, January 27. I had the greatelt depraiitheus g 
of inward anguith, that almoft ever I endured: I vallication | 
perfectly overwhelmed, and fo confuled, that afterMMMlemn a 
began to difcourfe to'the Indians, before I could greate 
nifh a fentence, fometimes I forgot entirely wha@Mfing di, 
was aiming at. This diftrefling gloom never went (Me world 
the whole day: but was fo far removed, that 1 Va think o 
enabled to fpeak with fome freedom to the Indiahough nq 
at two of their’ fettlements; and there was fome@fcould fe 
pearance, of the préefence of God with us. In fin, and 
evening, the gloom continued ftill, till at familfror! | 
prayer,* when I was: praying for the converfion@hrifian 

} j wee Oe ee us both 

hat are 
he is {hor 

# 

* Though Mr, Brainerd now dwelt by himsélf in the ii 
cottage, which he had built for his own use; yet that wast 
a family of white people with whom he had lived before, @48h the 

«with whom he still attended family-prayer, | 
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ny poor peoples the cloud was fcattered, fo that 1 
enjoyed {weetnefs and freedom, and conceived hopes 
hat God defigned mercy for them. ) 
Lord’s-day, February 3. In the morning, I was 

omewhat relieved of that gloom, that my mind has 
of late been exercifed with ; and was enabled to pray 
ith compofure and comfort. But, however, I 
went to my Indians trembling; for my foul * re- 
membered the wormwood and the gall” of Frida 
ft; and I was greatly afraid U thould be obliged 
gain to drink of that eup of trembling, which was 
nconceivably more bitter than death. But God 
yas pleafed to hear my cries, and to afford me great 
fitance ; fo that I felt peace in my foul; and was 
atisied, that if not one of the Indians fhould be pro- 
ted yet I fhould be accepted and rewarded as faithe 
il; for 1am perfuaded, God enabled me to be fo. 
Monday, February 11. Inthe evening I was in 

he moft folemn frame that I remember to have exe 
rienced. I know not that ever death appeared 
hore real to me, or that ever I faw myfelf in the 
ndition of a dead corpfe, laid out, and dreffed for. 
lodging in the filent grave, fo evidently as at this 

e. And yet I felt exceedingly comfortable; my 
ind was compofed and calm, and death appeared 
itheut a fling. Inever felt fuch a univerfal mor- 
ication to all created objects. O, how great and 
emn a thing it appeared to die! How it lays 

greateft honour. in the duft! How vain and 
fling did the riches, honours, and pleafures of 

fe world appear! I could not, I dared not, fo much 
think of any of them; for death, death, folemn 
hough not frightful) death, appeared at the door. 
could fee myfelf laid out, and inclofed in my 
in, and put down into the cold grave, without 
or! I fpent the evening in converfing with 
hriftian friend; and it was a comfortable evenin 
us both—What are friends? What are concen 
at are furrows? What are diftrefles?———‘* The — 
he is hort: it remains, that they that weep, be as 
ugh they wept not; and they which rejoice, as 

| : though 
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though they rejoiced not: for the fafhion of thi 
world paffeth away.” O come, Lord Jefus, com 
uickly. 
Thurfday, February 14. I fpent the day in writ 

ing on a divine fubje&t: enjoyed health, and fres 
dom in my work ; had a folemn fenfe of death: as] 
have had indeed every day this week: what I felt 
Monday lait has been abiding’ ever fince. 

Friday, February 15. I had a {weet fenfe of th 
free prace of the gofpel: my foul was encouraged, 
warmed, and quickened, and my defires drawn ot 
after God in prayer; being afraid of loofing fo fweg 
a gueft as I then entertained. I longed to proclaim 
the grace I then meditated upon, to the world ¢ 

~ finners.—O, how quick and powerful is the word of th 
bleffed God! 

Lord’s-day, February 17. I preached to the whi 
people (my interpreter being abfent) in the wilde, 

‘ nefs, upon the funny fide of a hill. I had a ca 
fiderable affembly, confifting of people that livid 
(at leaft many of them) not lefs than thirty milk 
afunder. I difcourfed to them, from John vii. §} 
“ Jefus ftood and cried, faying, If any man thirf, 
&c. ‘In the afternoon it pleafed God to grant m 

at freedom and fervency in my difcourie; andl 
was enabled to imitate the example of Chrift, wh 
frood and cried.—I think I was fcarce ever enabled t 
offer the free grace of God to perifhing finners wil 
miore freedom and plainnefs. O, that I couldf 
ever blefs God for the mercy of this day, who, “a 
fwered me in the joy of my heart.” 

Lord’s-day, Feb. 24. My interpreter being abies 
I knew not how to perform my work among the | 
dians. However, I rode to the Indians, and got 
Dutchman to interpret, though he was but poof 
ualified. Afterwards I came and preached to 
fir white people from John vi. 67. O, the ff 
grace of Chrift, that he feafonably minds “his peop 
of their danger of backfliding, and invites them | 
perfevere in their adherence to himfelf! I faw th 
backfliding fouls might return, and welcome, 4 hi 
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immediately 3 without any thing to recommend them : 
notwithftanding all their former backflidings. And 
I felt, folemn, devout, and {weet, refting on free grace 
for afliftance, acceptance, and peace of confcience. _ 
Wednefday, March 6. I {pent moft of the day 

in preparing for a journey to New-England, and 
fome time in prayer, with a reference to my jour. 
ney. 1 was afraid I fhould forfake the fountain of 
living waters, and attempt to derive fatisfaction from 
broken ciflerns, my dear friends and acquaintance, 
with whom I may meet in my journey. I looked to 
God ‘to keep me from this vanify in f{pecial, as well as 
others. ‘Towards night, I was vifited by fome friends, 
who difcovered an affectionate regard for me, and 
feemd grieved that I was about to leave them; efpe- 
cially feeing I did not expect to make any confiderable 
flay among them, if I fhould live to return from 
New-England.* O, how kind has God been to me! 
how has he raifed.up friends in every place, where his 
providence has called me ! 

(The next day, he fet eut on his journey ; and it was 
above five weeks before he returned.—The {pecial de- 
fign of this journey was as follows: “To raife fome 
money among chriltian friends, in order to fupport a 
colleague with me in the wildernefs, (I having now 
fpent two years in a very folitary manner,) that we 
might be together; as Chrift fent out his difciples 
two and two.” He firft went into various purts of 
New-Jerfey, then to New-York; and from thence 
into New-England. He then returned into New- 

He feems, for the moft part, to have been 
free from melancholy in this journey; and many 
times to. have had extraordinary affiftance in public 
miniftrations. ] | 
Saturday, April 18. I rode home to my own 

houfe. Blefled be the Lord who has preferved me 
in this tedious journey. Verily, it is God that has 
upheld me, and guarded my goings. f 

. 1’ 1 [This 

* It seems, he had a design to remove and live among the 
Indians at Susquehannah river. 

4 ie 



( 9 ) 
(This week, he went a journey to Philadelphia, 

in order to engage the Governor there to ufe his in. 
tereft with the chief man of the Six Nations, (with 
whom he maintained a ftri& friendfhip,) that he 
would give him leave to live at Sufquehannah, and 
inftruc the Indians that are within their ‘territo. 
ries. 

Lord’s day, April 21. In the feafon of the com- 
munion, 1 had comfortable apprehenfions of the 
blifsful communion of God’s people, when they fhall 
meet at their Father’s table in his kingdom.—In the 
afternoon I preached abroad, from Rev. xiv. 4 
* Thefe are they that follow the Lamb,” &c. God 
was pleafed to give me great freedom and clearnefs, 
but not fo much warmth as before. However, there 
was a mof amazing attention in the whole afflembly; 
and, as [ was informed afterwards, this was a {weet 

- feafon to many. 
Tuefday, April 23. I returned home to the Forks 

of Delaware; enjoyed fome {weet meditations on the 
road, and was enabled to lift up my heart to God in 
prayer and praife. = \ 

Friday, April 26. I felt a fpirit of mortification 
to the world, in a very great degree. Afterwards [ 
was enabled to rely on God fweetly, for * all things 
pertaining to life and godlinefs.” Juft in the even- 
ing, I was vifited by a dear chriftian friend, with 
whom I fpent an hour or two in converfation, on the 

. very foul of religion. There are many with whom 
1 can talk about religion ; -but, alas! I find few with 
whom I can talk religion itfelf: but, bleffed be the dernefs 
Lord, there are fome that love to feed on the kernel, open W 
rather than the fhell. : ftorm, 

{The next day, he went to the Irifh fettlement hhelter, 
about fifteen miles diftant: where he fpent the Sab- rain: } 

. : bath, fore di 

| with fc 
* The Indians at Susquehannah are a mixed company of pofiible 

many nations, speaking various languages, and few of them horfes | 
properly of the Six Nations. But yet the country having place 1 
formerly been conquered by the Six Nations, they claim the fick th: 
land ; rindi i ry and the Susqueh Indians are a kind of vassals 0 BO 
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bath, and preached with fome confiderable affiftance. 
On Monday, he returned very weak, to his own 
lodgings. } : 
Poelday, April 30. I was fcarce able to walk 

about, and was obliged to betake myfelf to bed, 
much of the day ; being neither able to read, medi- 
tate, or pray, and having none to converfe with in 
that wildernefs. : O, how heavily does time pafs away, 
when I can do nothing to any good purpofe ? 

Thurfday, May 2. In the evening, being a little 
better in health, I walked into the woods, and en- 
joyed a {weet feafon of meditation and prayer. My 
thoughts ran upon Pfal. xvii. 15, ‘1 fhall be fatisfied, 
when I awake with thy likenefs.” And it was in- 
deed a precious text to me. 1 longed to preach to 
the whole world; and it feemed to me, they muf 
needs all be melted in hearing fuch precious truths,. 
.as.I had then a view and relifh of.—+-Blefled be the 
Lord, that,in my late and prefent weaknefs, my 
mind is not gloomy, ‘as-at fome other times. 
Tuefday, May 7. I fpent the day chiefly in making: 

preparation for a journey into the wildernefs. I was 
ftill weak, and concerned how I fhould perform fo 
dificult a journey. I fpent fome time in prayer for 
the divine blefling ; but wanted bodily ftrength to 
{pend the day in fafting and prayer. | 

[The next day, he fet out on his journey to Sufque- 
hannah, with his interpreter. - He. endured great 
hardfhips ip his way thither through a hideous wil- 
dernefs ; where, after having lodged one night in the 
open woods, he was overtaken with a north-eafterly 
ftorm, in which he was ready to perith, having no 
fhelter, and not being able to make a fire in fo great a 
rain: he could have had no comfort if he ftopt ;_ there. 
fore determined to go.forward in hopes of meeting . 
with fome fhelter, without which he thought it im- 
pofible he fhould live the night through; but their 
horfes happening to have eat poifon (as plants) at 4 
place where they lodged the night before, were fo 
fick that they could neither ride nor lead them, but - 
were obliged to drive before them, and travel 

on 
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on foot; until through the mercy of God (jut at 
dufk) they came to a bark-hut, where they lodged 
that night. After he came to Sufquehannab, he 
travelled about an hundred miles on the river, vilited 
many towns and fettlements of the Indians; and 
preached to different nations, by different interpre. 
ters. He was fometimes much difcouraged, through 
the oppofition that appeared in the Indians to chnif- 
tianity. At other times, he was encouraged by the 
difpofition, that fome of them manifefted to hear, 
and willingnefs to be inftrnéted. He here met with 
fome -that had formerly been his hearers at Kaunau- 
meek, who faw and heard him again with great joy. 
He fpent a fortnight among the Indians; _pafled 
through confiderable hardfhips, frequently lodgin 
on the ground, and fometimes in the open air; and 
at length fell extremely ill, as he was riding in the 
wildernefs) being feized with an ague, followed with . 
extreme pains in his head and bowels, and a great 
evacuation of blood, fo that he thought he muft have 

rifhed, But at laft coming to an Indian trader's 
ut, he got leave to ftay there: and though without 

phyfic or proper food, it pleafed God, aftér about a 
week, to relieve him fo far that he was able tovride, 
He returned homewards from Juncauta, an ifland far 
down the river; where ‘was’ a confiderable number 
of Indians, who appeared more free from prejudices 
againft cliriftianity, than moft of the other Indians. 

e arrived at' the Yorks of Delaware on Thurfday, 
May 30, after having rode in this journey about three 
hundred and forty ‘miles. He came home in a very 
weak ftate.” However, on the Sabbath, after having 
preached to the Indians, he preached to the white peo- 
ple, with fuccefs, from Tai. liii. 10. « Yet it pleafed 
the Lord to bruife him,’ &c. fome being awakened 
by his preaching. J Bascal Mah cer aa 
‘Wednefday, ‘June 5. I felt thirfting defires after § 

God, and enjoyed a precious feafon of retirement. 
Divine things opened with clearnefs and certainty, 
atid had a divine ftamp upon them. My foul was alfo 

enlarged ‘arid ‘refrefhed ‘in’ prayer; I delighted to 
continue 
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y lodged eontinue in the duty; and was fweetly affifted in 
nnab, he praying for my fellow-chriftians, and my dear bre- 
ar, vilited thren in the miniftry. O, what a bleffednefs it is, to 
ins 5 and be as much like God, as it is poffible for a creature 
interpre. to be like his Creator! Lord, give me more of thy 
through lihenefs 3 “ I hall be fatisfied, when 1 awake with it.” 
to chnif- [Friday, June '7, He went a journey of near fifty 
od by the miles to Nefhaminy, to aflift at a facramental occae - 
to eat, -fion. J 

met with | Saturday, June 8. I was exceeding weak and fae 
Kavnau- tigued with riding in the heat yefterday; but bein 
great joy. defired, I preached in the afternoon, to a croude 
5. pafled audience, from Ifa. x1. 1. “‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye 
+ lodgin my people, faith your God.” God was pleafed to 
air; and ive me great freedom, in opening the forrows of 
ng in the fis people, and fetting before them comforting confi- 
wed with . derations. And, bleffed be the Lord, it was a {weet 
d a great melting feafon in the affembly. 
mult have Lord’s day, June 9. I difcourfed to the multitude 
n trader’s extempore, with fome reference to that facred paffage, 
h without 
; about a 

e to.ride. 

ifland far 

Ifa. liiti. 10. * Yet it pleafed ‘the Lord to bruife 
him.’ God gave me great affiftance in addrefling 
finners; and the word was attended with amazing 
power. Many {cores, if not hundreds, in that great 

> numbet HM aflembly, confifting of three or four thoufand, were 
prejudices much affeéted; fo that there was a “ very great 
r Indians. Hi mourning, like the mourning of Hadadrimmon.’? 
Thurfday, —In the evening, I could hardly look any body in 

in a very 
er having 
white peo- 
it pleafed 
awakened 

the face, becaufe of the imperfections I faw in my 
performances in the day patt. 
Tuefday, June 11. I fpent the day mainly in 

converfation with chriftian friends; and enjoyed a 
fweet fenfe of divine things. O, how defirable it is, 
to keep company with God’s children !. Thefe are the 
“ excellent ones of the earth, in whom,” I can truly 
fay, is all my delight.” ©, what delight will it 
afford. to meet them all in a ftate of perfection! 
Lord, prepare me for that ftate. 

~ Tuefday, June 18. I fet out from New-Brunf- 
wick, with a defign to vilit fome Indians at a place 

: 18 called 
r 

ires after % 
tirement. 
certainty, 
was alfo 
phted to 
continue 
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called Crofeveehfung in New-Jerfey, towards the fea,® 
In the afternoon, I came to a place called Cranberry, 
and meeting with a ferious minifter, lodged there 
with him. 

© Mr. Brainerd having, when at Boston, wrote and left 
with a friend a brief relation of his labours with the Indians, 
during the space of time between November 5, 1744, and 
June 19, 1745, concludes with this passage: “ As my body 
was very feeble, so my mind was scarce ever so much dit 
couraged about the conversion of the Indians, as at this time 
And in this state of body and mind I made my first’ visit to 
the Indias in New-Jersey. ' 

re - 
‘ ‘ 

PART VIL. 
From his firft beginning to preach to the Indians at Crof. 

weekfung, till he returned from bis laf journey to Sufque. 
hannah. 

E are now come to that part of Mr. Brainerd’s 
¥,V life, wherein he had his greateft /ucac/s. After 

all his agonizing in prayer, and travailing in birth, for 
the converfion of Indians; and after waiting in a way 
of perfevering prayer, labour, and fuffering, as it 
.were through a long night; at length the day dawns: 
«‘ Weeping continues for a night, but joy comes in the 
morning. He went forth weeping, bearing precious 
feed, and now he comes: with ‘rejoicing, bringing his 
fheaves with him.’’ The defired event is brought to 
pafs at laft; but at a time, and in a place, that {carce 
“ever entered: into his heart. An account of this is 
here inferted, as it was drawn.up by Mr. Brainerd him. 

- felf, purfuant to the order of the honourable fociety in 
Scotland. : 

_ | Wednefday, June 19. Having fpent moft of my 
‘time for more than a year paft among the Indians 
in the Forks of Delaware in Pennfylvania; andi having 
in that time made two journeys to Sufquehannah 

; | tiver, 
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e fea.® river, far back in that province, in or 
anberry, with the Indians there, fefpeAing cheihianies td 
i there not having had any confiderable fuccefs in either of 

. thofe places ; upon heating that there was a number 
Mn of Indians in a place called (by the Indians) Crof- 

we weekfung in New-Jerfey, near fourfcore miles fouth- 
aa” tal eatward from the Forks of Delaware, I determined 
my body to make them a vifit, and fee what might be done 
nuch dite towards the chriftianizing of them; and according] 
this time, arrived among them this day. ey 
it’ visit to 1 found very few perfons at that place I vifited, and 

percdived the Indians in thefe parts were much {cate 
tered, there being not more than two or three fami- 
lies in a place, and thefe fmall fettlements, fix, ten 
fifteen, twenty, and thirty miles, and fome more, 
from the "hy I was then at. However, I preached 
to oe ‘ ew he appeared well difpofed, and not 
inclined to cavil, as the Indi deere savil, ndians had frequently done 

en I had concluded my difcourfe, I in 
them (there being none but i few women ag ete 
dren) that I would willingly vifit them again the next 
day. Whereupon they readily fet out, and travel. 

Bled ten or fifteen miles, in order to give notice to 
fome of their friends 2t that diftance. ‘Thefe women, 
like the woman of Samaria, feemed defirous: that 
See might “ pe man on told them, what they 
ad done” ‘in their lives paft, and the mi 
tide thet idelatron ch Be At HE 

urfday, June 20. Towards night, I prea 
o the Indians again ; and ‘had itd baieeteey be 
fore. In the evening, I enjoyed peace and ferenity of 
mind, compofure and comfort in prayer; and was 
enabled to lift up my head with joy, under an appre- 
henfion that my redemption draws nigh. OQ, blefled 
be God, that there remains a reft for his poor, weary 
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Friday, June 21. I was refrefhed in fecret prayer; 

but faw myfelf a poor, worthlefs creature, without 
dom to direét, or ftrength to help myfelf. Bleffed 

: . oe ‘be 
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be God, that lays me under a happy neceflity of living 
upon himfelf ! : 

Saturday, June 22. About noon, I rode to the 
Indians again; and near night preached to about 
thirty of them. I found my body much ftrengthened, 
and was enabled to fpeak with abundant plainnefs 
and warmth. The power of God evidently attended 
the word; fo that fundry perfons were brought 
under great concern for their fouls, and made to fhed 
many tears, and to wifh for Chrift to fave them. My 
foul was much refrefhed, and quickened in my work; 
and I could not but fpend much time with. them, 
in order both to open their mifery and remedy. While 
riding, before I°came to the Indians, 1 was enabled to 
cry to God almoft inceffantly. In the evening alfo'] 
found the confolations of God were not fmall. I was 
then willing to live, and in fome refpects defirous of it, 
that I might do inte: for the kingdom of Chrif; 
and yet death appeared pleafant: fo that, I was ina 
ftrait between two. Iam often weary of this world, 
but itis defirable to be drawn, rather than be driven 
out of it. 

Lord’s day, June 23. I preached to the Indians 
and fpent the day with them.—Their number fill 
increafed ;. and all with one conf2nt feemed to re. 

_joice in my coming among them. Not a word of 
oppofition was heard from any, although in times 
paft they had been quite oppofite to any thing of that 
nature. , : 
_June 24, I preached to the Indians at their defire, 

and upon their own motien. To fee poor Pagans 
defirous of hearing the gofpel of Chrift, animated 
me to difcourfe to them, although I was very weak, 
and my fpirits much exhaufted. They attended with 
the greateft ferioufnefs and diligence; and there was 
fome concern apparent among them. 
June 27. I vifited and. preached to the Indians 
again. Their number now amounted to about forty per- 
fons. Their folemnity and attention flill continued; 
and a confiderable concern for their fouls became 
very apparent among fundry of them. : 
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Friday, June 28. The Indians bei 
a confiderable number of them, pede Gaal 
diftant habitations, requefted me to preach ae a 
day to them, being defirous to hear as much ae they 
could: while I was with them. [I cheerfully ‘com- 
pied ane cole not but admire the goodnefs of 
v4 “i varie. inclined them to inquire ‘after the 

Saturday, June 29. I preached twice to the Indi 
ans; and could not but wonder at their Meneses 
and the ftrictnefs of their attention.—Bleffed be God 
that has inclined their hearts to hear. And O, how 
refrefhing it is to me, to fee them atterid with fuch 
a RL ha and affection. 

ikewife faw the hand of God maki i 
for their fubfiteice to ether, in A gue Ha z 
iufrugted. For this day and the day before, with 
only walking a little-way from the place of our daily 
meeting, they killed three deer, which were a eafone 
otnegs . yay ae and without af A ese 

ould not have fubfifte i een of - together in order to attend 

sord’s day, June 30. I preached twice thi 
fo, and obferved more <inseee ao st lala 

he poor Heathens than ever; fo that. they even con- 
ira ned me to tarry longer with them 5 although my 
onftitution was exceedingly worn out, and my health 
much impaired by the late fatigues and labours, and 
{pecially by my late journey to Sufquehannah, 
July 1. _I preached again twice to a very ferious 

and abtwntive affembly, who had now learned to at- 

tee ee es ened hace here were now between forty | | 
hem prefent, old and ally ty and fifty perfons ad 
T {pent fome time in difconrfing with them in 

rivate, inquiring what they remembered of the 
breat truths that ad been taught them, it was amaz- 
ng to fee how they had received and retained the 
pktructions given them, and what a meafure of 
nowledge fome of them had acquired in a few 
YS 

July- 
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July 2. 1 was obliged to leave thefe Indians x 

Crofweekfung, thinking it my duty, as foon as health 
would admit, to vifit thofe at the Forks of the Dela. 
ware. When I came to take leave of them, they 
all earneftly inquired when I would come again, 
and exprefled a great defire of being farther inftrud. 
ed: and of their own accord agreed, that when | 
fhould come again, they would all meet and live 
together during my continuance with them; and 
that they would do their utmoft endeavours to gather 
all the other Indians in thefe parts that were farther 
remote. And when I parted, one told me wit 
many tears, ‘ She wifhed God would change her 
heart :” another, that “ fhe wanted to find Chrift:” 
and an old man that had been one of their chief, 
wept ‘bitterly. I then promifed them to return 4 
fpeedily as my health, and bufinefs elfewhere would 
admit, and felt not a little concerned at parting, lef 
good impreffions then apparent upon them, might 
‘wear off. Va pe 

Afterwards I rode to Brunfwick, near forty miles, 
and lodged there. I felt my heart drawn out after 
God in prayer, almoft all the afternoon. And in 
the evening, could ‘not help crying to God for thee 
poor Indians; and after I went to bed, my heat 
png to go out to God for them, till 1 dropped 
afleep. 

[He was now fo beat out by conftant preaching, 
that he found it neceflary to give himfelf fome re. 
laxation. He fpent therefore about a week in New 

, Jerfey, vifiting feveral minifters, and ‘performing 
fome neceflary bufinefs. And though he was ver 
weak in body, yet he feems to have been ftrong 1 
{pirit. On Friday, July 12,.he arrived at his ow 
houfe in the Forks, of Delaware; continuing fill 
free from melancholy ; and from day to day enjoyin 
freedom and refrefhment. ] 

Lord’s day, July 14. I difcourfed to the Indiam 
twice, feveral of whom appeared to be convinced @ 
their fin and mifery ; fo that they wept much tht 
whole time of. divine fervice. 

: | Afterward 
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Afterwards I difcourfed to a number of white 

people then prefent. 
Thurfday, July 18. I longed to fpend the little 

inch of time I have in the world, for God. Felt a 
fpirit of ferioufnefs, tendernefs, and devotion, and 
withed to fpend the whole night in prayer and eom- 
munion with God. 

Friday, July 19. In the evening I walked abroad 
for prayer and meditation, and enjoyed compofure 
and freedom in thefe fweet exerciies; efpecially in 
meditation on Rev. iii. 12. ** Him that overcometh, 

I make a pillar in the temple of my God,’ &c. 
his was a delightful theme. O, when fhall I go no 
re out from the fervice and enjoyment of my dear 

Lord! Lord, haften the bleffed day. 
Lord’s day, July 21. I preached to the Indians 

irt, then to a number of white people, and in the 
ternoon to the Indians again. —Divine truths feemed 

jo make very confiderable impreffions upon feveral of 
hem, and_caufed the tears to flow freely. 
Afterwards I baptized my interpreter and his wife, 

tho were the firft I baptized among the Indians. 
They are both perfons of fome experimental know. 
dge in religion ; have both been awakened to a fo- 
mn coneern for their fouls, and brought to a fenfe 
f their mifery and undonene/s; and have both been 
pmforted with divine confolations. 
It may perhaps be fatisfactory that 1 fhould give 
seg relation of his experience fince he has been 
ith me. ) 
When I firft employed him in the beginning of the 
mmer of 1744, he was well fitted for his work in re- 
ard of his acquaintance with the Indian and Englifh 
guages and in regard of-his defire that the Indians 
ould conform to the cuftoms and manners of the. 
nglifh.. But he feemed to have no impreffion of 
ligion; and in that refpect was very unfit for his 
ork, being incapable of underftanding and come- 
unicating to others many thing of importance; fo 
at I laboured under great difadvantages in.addref- 
g the Indians, for want of his having an experi- 
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mental acquaintance with divine truths; and, a 
times, 1 was much difcouraged, when I obferved 
that divine truths miade little or no impreffion upon 
him for many weeks together. ke | 

He indeed behaved foberly, (although before he 
had‘ been a’ hard drinker,) ‘and feemed honeftly en. 
gaged as far as he was able in the performance of 
his work, and efpecially he was very defirous that 
the Indians fhould conform to the cultoms of th 
chriflian world’ But ftill feemed’ to have no con 
cern about his own foul. He 

Near the latter end of July 1744, I preached to 
afi aflembly of white people, with freedom and 
fervency: at which time he was prefent, and wa 
fomewhat awakened: fo that the next day he dif 
courfed freely with me about his fpiritual concerns 
atid gave me an opportunity to ufe farther endez. 
vowrs to faften the impreffions upon his mind ; and 
I could plainly perceive after this, that, he addrefled 
the Indians with more concern and fervency. | 

But thefe impreffions: féemed to decline, ‘till 
the fall of the year following he fell into a weak fate 
of body. In this fedfon, divine truth took hold df 
hiri, and made deep impreffions upon his mind. He 
was brotfht under great concern for his’ foul, anf 
was burdened from day to day. His trouble pr. 
vailed, ' et, lehgth his fleep departed from. hin, 
afd he“hatt. little “reft’ day or night; but walked 
about: finde ‘gid&t 'preffute of mind, and appeare 
like gnother man to his. neighbours, who: could nfm 
bit obferve*his behaviour with wonder. 

After he’ had been fometime ftriving for mercy 
hé fays, there’ feemed to be an impaflible mountat 
before him. © He was preffing towards heaven, bit 
ts his way was hedged up with thorns, that he could 
not ftir an inch farther.” He looked this way. an 
that way, but could find no way at all. He felt “1 
fignified juft nothing at all to ftrive and ftruggle ayy 
more.” And here, he fays, he gave over ftriving 
afid felt that it’ was a’ gone cafe with him, as to bi 

é ‘ O@n 
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( 109 ) 
own power, and that all his attempts were:, and for 
ever would be vain and fruitlefs. - 
He knew, he faid, he was not guilty of fome wicked 

actions as others were guilty of. He had not been 
ufed to fteal, quarrel, and murder; the latter of 
which is common among the Indians. He likewife 
kiew that he had done many things that were right. 
But fill his cry was, ‘that he had never done one 
good thing,” (meaning that he had never done any 
thing from a right principle, and with a right view, 
though he had done many things that were materially 

~ And now I thought, faid he, that I mutt 
nk down to hell, that there was no hope for me, 

« becaufe I never could do any thing that was good ; 
and if God let me alone never fo long, and I fhould 
try never fo much, ftill I fhould do nothing but what 
is bad. 
There was one thing more in his view of things 

that was very remarkable. He not only faw, what 
a miferable Nate he himfelf was in, but he faw the 
world around him were in the fame perifhing circum. 
fances. And this he faw clearly, ‘* as if he was now 
awaked out of fleep, or had a cloud taken from before 
his eyes.” He faw that the life he had lived was the 
way to eternal death, that he was now on the brink 
of endlefs mifery: and when he looked round he 
faw multitudes of others who had lived the fame life 
with himfelf,—had no more goodnefs than’he, and yet 
dreamed that they were fafe enough, as he had for- 

m merly done. 
After he had been for fome time in this condition, 

fenfible of the impeflibility of helping himfelf; then, 
he fays, it was borne in upon his mind as if it had 
been audibly fpoken. ‘ ‘There is hope, there is hope.” 
Whereupon his foul feemed to reft and be in fome 
meafure fatisfied, though he had no confiderable joy. 
Neither can he remember diftia‘tly any views he had 
of Chrift, or give any clear account of his acceptance 
through him. | 

But thefe exercifes of foul were followed by a great 
change, {9 that it might juftly be faid, he was become 
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another man. He was much altered, and even the 
world could not but admire what had befallen him, to fe 
make fo great a change in his temper, difcourfe, and Of i 
behaviour. pig 
‘And efpecially there was a furprifing alteration in 8 

his public performances. He now addreffed the In. tobe 
dians with admirable fervency, and fearce knew when “ih 
to leave off: and fometimes when I had concluded ei 
my difcourfe, and was returning hoi:eward, he de ‘ 
would tarry behind to repeat and inculcate what had 
been fpoken. aeiva 

His change is abiding, and his life unblemi/bed to told 
this day, though it is now more than fix months hat; 
fince he. experienced it; in which fpace he has been pr 
as much expofed to frong drink, as poflible, in divers inde 
places; and yet has never difcovered any defire after at th 
it. 

And upon ftri& obfervation of his chriftian temper, aan 
and unblemifhed behaviour for fo confiderable a time, wae 
J think I have reafon to hope that he is * created eee 
anew in Chrift Jefus to good works.’?: aie 

His name is Mofes Tinda Tautamy;. he is about 
fifty years of age, and pretty well acquainted with 
the notions and cuftoms of his countrymen, and fo 
is the better able to expofe them. He has already 
been, and I truft will yet be,a blefling to ether In. 
dians. col , 

Friday, July 26. In the evening, God. was pleaf- 
-ed to help me in prayer, beyond what I have expe- 
rienced tor fome time; efpecially for the enlargement 
of Chriit’s kingdom, and for the converfion of my poor 
people. My. foul relied on God for the accomplifh- 
ment of that great work. O, how fweet were the 
thoughts of death to me at this time! How I longed 
to be with Chrift, to be employed in the glorious 
work of angels, and with an angel’s freedom, vigour 
and delight! And yet how willing wasd to ftay awhile 
on earth, that I might do fomething, if the Lord 
pleafed, for‘ his intereft. My foul longed for the in- 
gathering of the poor: Heathen. and I cried to God 
or them soft willingly and heartily, This a 

weet 
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{weet feafon; I had a lively tafte of heaven, and 2 
temper fuited in fome meafure to the entertainments’ 
of it. My foul was grieved to leave the place; but 
my body was weak and worn out. I longed that the 
remaining part of my life might be filled up with more 
fervency and activity in the things of God! O, thein- 
ward peace, compofure, and God-like ferenity of fuch 
a frame!’ Heaven muft needs differ from this only in 
degree, and not inkind. ' ; 

ord’s-day,- July 28. I preached again, and per- 
ceived my people more thoughtful than ever. I was 
told by fome, that feeing my interpreter and his wife 
baptized made them more concerned than any thing 
they had: ever feen or heard. There was indeed a 
confiderable appearance of’ divine power among: them 
at the time that ordinance was adminiftered. 
July 30, I-difcourfed to a number of ‘my people, 

and gave them: particular advice and direétion, being 
now about to leave them for the prefent, in order to 
renew my vifit to the Indians at ‘New-Jerfey. They 
were very attentive, and earneftly defirous to know 
when I defigned-to return. 
[On Wednefday, July 31. He fet-out‘om his-return 

to Crofweekfung, and arrived there the next day. In 
his way he had longing defires that he might come to 
the Indians in the ‘“fulnefs of the blefling of the 
gofpel of Chiift ;”” attended with a fenfe of his own 
great weaknefs, dependence, and worthlef{nels. ] 

Friday, Auguft 2. In the evening I retired, and 
my foul was drawn out in prayer to God; efpecially 
for my poor people, to whom IJ had fent word to ga- 
ther together, that I might preach to them the next 
day. I was much enlarged in praying for their con- 
verfion; and fcarce ever found my defires of any 
thing of this nature, fo fenfibly and clearly, and free 
from felfifh views. I had no defire to be the inftru- 
ment of fo »glorious a work, as I prayed for among 
the Indians ; if the bleffed work might be accomplifh- 
ed to the honour of God, and the enlargement of the 
dear Redeemer’s kingdom, this was all my defire and 
care; and for this mercy I hoped, but with trembling. 

K 2 My 
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My rifing hopes, refpecting the converfion of the In. 
dians, have been fo often.dafhed, that my fpirit-is as 
it were broken, and I hardly dare hope. 

Saturday, Auguft 3. I now found them ferious, 
and a number of them under deep concern for an in. 
tereft in Chrift. Their convictions of their finful and 
perifhing ftate having, in my abfence been much 
promoted by the labours of the Rev. William Ten. 
nant, to whom I had advifed them to apply, and 
whofe houfe they had frequented much.—I preached 
to them this day on Rev. xxii. 1'7..* And whofoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.” 

The Lord enabled me to fet before them the Lord 
Jefus Chrift asa kind and compaffionate Saviour, in 
viting diftreffed and perifhing finners to accept ever- 
lating mercy., And a furprifing concern foon ap- 
peared among them. There were about twenty adult 
perfons together {many of the Indians at remote places, 
not having as yet had time to come fince my return,) 
and not above two that I could fee with dry eyes, 
Some difcovered vehement longings after Chrilt, to 
fave them from the mifery they felt and feared. 

Lord’s-day, Auguit 4. Being invited by a neigh 
bouring minifter to affit in the adminiftration of the 
Lord’s-fupper, I complied with his requeft, and 
took the Indians along with me; not only thofe that 
were together the day before, but. many more that 
were coming to hear me, fo that there were neat 
fifty in all. 
They attended the feveral difcourfes of the day; 

fome of them were much affected, and all feemed to 
have their concern raifed. 
Wow a change in their manners ‘began to: appear, 

In the evening when they came to fup together, they 
would not tafte a morfel ‘till they had fent-to me to 
come and afk a blefling on their food ; at which time 
fundry of them wept, efpecially when I minded them 
how. they had in times paft eat their feafts in Aonour to 
devils, and neglected to thank God: for them. 

Auguft 5. After a fermon had been preached by 
another minifter, I preached, and concluded the a 3 
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ite work of the folemnity from John vii. 37. In my 

the In. difcourfe I addreffed the Indians in particular, who 
becitied fat by themfelves in a part of the houfe; at which 
favious time one or two of them were {truck with deep concern, 
ng tg who had been little: affected before: others had their 
ful and concern increafed to a confiderable degree. In the 

evening I difcourfed to them, and found them-uni- 

aie verfally engaged, inquiring, * What they fhould do to 
ly, and be faved?” And all their converfation among them. 

seathed felves turned upon religious matters, in which they 
nofoever were much affifted by my interpreter, who was with 

them day and night. 
he Lord This day there was one woman, that had been 
Sotir, ji much concerned ever fince fhe heard me preach in 

ot eee June, who obtained comfort, I truft, folid and well 
a ape grounded : fhe feemed to be filled with love to Chrift, 
sty adult at the fame time fhe behaved humbly and tenderly, 
oe laces and appeared afraid of nothing fo much as of grieving 
| Se ar him whom her foul loved. 
dry eyes. Auguft 6. In the morning I difcourfed to the In- 

dians at the houfe where we lodged: many of them 
were then much affected, fo that a few words about 
their fouls would caufe the tears to flow freely, and 
produce many fobs and groans. 
In the afternoon, they being returned to the place 

) rift, to 

d. 
a neigh- 

on of the 

eft, and 
nofe that where 1 have ufually preached among them, I again 
fore that difcourfed to them: there. There were about fifty- 
rere neat five perfons in all, about forty that were capable of 

attending divine fervice with underltanding. I in- 
e day; fifted upon 1 John iv. 10. “ Herein is love,’? &c. 

ene They feemed eager of hearing; but there appeared 
nothing very remarkable, till near the clofe of my 
difcourfe, and then divine truths were attended with: 
afurprifing influences There was fearce three in forty 
that could refrain from tears and bitter cries. They 
all, as one, feemed in an agony of, fou) to obtain an 
intereft in Chrift; and the more I difcourfed of the 
love and compaflion of God in fending his Son to 
fuffer for the fins of men; and the more I invited 
them to come and partake of his love, the more their 
diftrefs was aggravated. t 
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It was furprifing to fee how their hearts were pierc. 
ed with the tender invitations of the gofpel, when 
there was not a word of terror {poken to them. 

There was this day two .perfons that obtained 
comfort, which (when I came to difcourfe with them) 
appeared folid, rational, and {criptural. . After 1 had 
inquired into the grounds of their comfort, I afked 
what they wanted God to do further for them. They 
replied, ** They wanted Chrift thould wipe their 
hearts quite clean.’’ 

Auguft 7. I preached to the Indians from Ifa, 
liii. 3.—10, There was a remarkable influence at. 
tending the word. Moft were much affected and many 
in great diftrefs; and fome could neither go nor fland, 
but lay flat on the ground, as if pierced at heart, 
crying inceflantly for mercy: feveral were newly 
nwakened, and it was remarkable, that:as falt as they 
came from remote places round about, the Spirit of 
God feemed to feize them. : 

After public fervice I found two perfons more that 
had newly met with comfort, of, whom .I-had good 
-hopes; and a third that I could not but entertain 
fome hopes of, fo that here were now fix in all that 
had got fome relief from their fpiritual diftrefles, and 
more whofe experience appeared clear and fatisfactory. 

Auguft 8. In the afternoon I preachedto the In 
dians, their number was now about fixty-five per- 

fons, men, women, and children. .1.difcourfed from 
Luke xiv. 16—23, and was favoured with umcommon 
freedom: * 

There was much concern aboyt them while I was 
difcourfing publicly ; but afterwards when I {poke 
to one and another more particularly, whom'I per. 
-ceived under concern, the power of God feemed to 
defcend upon the aflembly * like a rufhing mighty 
wind,” and with an aftonithing.energy bore down all 
‘before it. , 

I ftood amazed at the influence that feized the av- 
dience alinoft univerfally, and could compare it to 
nothing more aptly than a mighty torrent, that bears 
down.and {weeps before it whatever is in e. Sa 
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Almoft all perfons of all ages were bowed down to- 
gether, and {carce ene was able to withftand the 
frock of this furprifisng operation, Old men and wo- 
men, who had been drunken wretches for many years, 
and fome little children, not more than fix or feven 
years of age, appeared in diftrefs for their fouls, as 
well.as perfons of middle age. And it was apparent 
thefe children were not merely frighted with feein 
the general concern; but were made fenfible of their 
danger,'the badnefs of their hearts, and their mifery 
without Chrift. ‘The moft ftubborn hearts wete now 
obliged to bow. A principal man among the Indians, 
who before thought his ftate good, becaufe he knew 
more than the generality of the Indians, and who with 
great confidence the day before, told me, ‘he had 
been a chriftian more than ten years,” was now 
brought under folemn concern for his foul, and wept 
bitterly. Another man confiderably in years, who 
had been a murderer, a powwow, and a notorious 
drunkard, was likewife brought now to cry for mer- 
cy with many tears, and to complain much that he 
could be no more unconcerned when he faw his danger 
fo great. 

hey were almoft univerfally praying and crying 
for mercy inevery part of the houfe, and many out of 
doors, and numbers could neither go nor ftand: their 
concern was fo great, each for himfelf, that none . 
feemed to take any notice of thofe about them, but 
each: prayed for themfelves; and were, to their own 
apprehenfion, as much retired as if every one had been 
by himfelf in a defert, or, rather, they thought no- 
thing about any but themfelves, and fo were every one 
praying apart, although.all together. 

It feemed to. me there was now.an exact fulfilment 
of that prophecy, Zech. xii. 10,11, 12, for there was 
now “ 4.great mourning, like the mourning of Ha- 
dadrimmon :”’—and each feemed to ** mourn apart.” 
‘Methought this had a near refemblance to the day of 
God’s powér, mentioned Jofh. x. 14. for I muft fay, 
T never faw any day like it in all refpedts; it was.aday _ 
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wherein the Lord did much deftroy the kingdom of 
darknefs among this people. 

This concern was moft rational and juft: thofe who A 
had been awakened any confiderable time, complained Init 
efpecially of the badnefs of their bearts; thofe newly tg 
awakened, ‘of the badnefs of their fives and adions ; I ; 
and all were afraid of the anger of God, and of ever. well ; 
lafting mifery as the defert:of their fins. ae 

Some of the white people, who came out of curio. In 
fity to * hear what’ this babler would fay” to the There 
poor ignorant Indians, were much awakened, and pais 
appeared to be wounded with a view of their perith. rb 
ing ftate. pi 
Thofe who had lately obtained relief, were filled te “A 

with comfort; they appeared calm and rejoiced in with . 
Chrift Jefus ; and fome of them took their diftrefled which 
friends by the hand, telling them of the goodnefs of night 
Chrift, and the comfort that is to be enjoyed in him, divine. 
and invited them to come and give up their hearts to 
him. And I could obferve fome of them, in the mof 
unaffected manner, lifting up their eyes to heaven, as 
if crying for mercy, while they faw the diftrefs of the 
poor fouls around them. 

There was one remarkable inftance this day, that 
I cannot but take particular notice of. A young In 
dian woman, who, I believe, never knew before fhe 
had a foul, hearing that there was fomething ftrange 
among the Indians, came (it feems) to fee what was 
the matter. I had not proceeded far in my difcourfe, 
before fhe felt efeG@ually that fhe had afoul: and before 
I had concluded, was fo convinced of her fin and mi. 
fery, and fo diftrefled with concern for her foul, that 
fhe feemed like one pierced through with a dart, and 

cried out inceflantly. She could neither go nor ftand, 
nor fit on her feat without being held up. After pub 

Near as 
deed a 

lic fervice was over, fhe lay flat on the ground praying hele. Ris 
earneftly, and would take no notice-of, nor give any Hllang 
anf{wer to any that {poke to her. I hearkened to hear mh 
what fhe faid, and.perceived the burden of her prayer 
to be, Guttummaukalummeh wechaumeh kmeleh Ndab, i.*. 
“ Flave mercy on me, and help me to give ise my 
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heart.” And thus fhe continued praying inceffant, 
for many hours, 

 Augult 9. I fpent almoft the whole day with the 
Indians, the former part of it in difcourfing with them 
privately, efpecially fome who lately received comfort, 
and endeavoured to inquire into the grounds of it, as 
well as to give them fome proper inftructions, cautions 
and directions. , 

In the afternoon I difcourfed to them publicly. 
There were now prefent about feventy perfons. I 
opened and applied the parable of the fower, and was 
enabled to difcourfe with much plainnefs. There were 
many tears among them while I was difcourfing,. but 
no confiderable cry: yet fome were much affected 
with a few words fpoken from Matth. xi. 28, with 
which I concluded. But while I was difcourfing near 
night, to two or three of the awakened perfons, a 
divine influence feemed to attend what was fpoken, . 
which caufed the perfons to cry out in anguifh of 
foul, although I {poke not a word of terror; but, 
on the contrary, fet before them the fulnefs of Chrift’s 
merits, and his willingnefs to fave all that came to 
him. 

The cry of thefe was heard by others, who, though 
{catered before, immediately gathered round. I 
then proceeded in the fame ftrain of gofpel-invitation, 
till they were all melted into tears and -cries, except 
two or three; and .feemed in the greateft diftrefs to 
find and fecure an intereft in the great Redeemer.— 
Some who had but little more than a ruffe made in 
their pafions the day before, feemed now to be deep- 
ly affected; and the concern in general appeared 
near as prevalent as the day before. ‘There was in- 
deed a ‘very great mourning among them, and: yet 
every one feemed to mourn apart. For fo great was 
their concern, that almoft every one was praying 
and crying for himfelf, as if none had been near. 
vat a guttummaukalummeh, i. e, * Have 

mercy upon me, have mercy upon me;” was the 
ommon cry. : 
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It was very affecting to fee the poor Indians, whe 
the other day were yelling in their idolatrous feafts, 
now crying to God with fuch importunity, for ‘ay 
intereft in his dear Son ! 

I found two or three who I hope had taken com. 
fort upon good grounds fince the evening before; 
and thefe, with others that had obtained comfort, 
were together, and feemed to rejoice much that God 
was carrying on his work with fuch power upon 
others. 

Auguft 10. I began to difcourfe privately with 
thofe who had obtained comfort; - endeavouring to 
inftrust, direét, caution, and comfort them. But 
others being eager of hearing every word that related 
to fpiritual concerns, foon came together one after 
another: and when I had difcourfed to the young 
sonverts more than half an hour, they feemed much 
melted with divine things, and earneftly defirous to 
be with Chrift. 
When I had fpent fome time with thefe, I turned 

to the other Indians and fpoke to them from Luk 
xix. 10, I had: not difcourfed long before their con 
cern rofe to a great degree, and the houfe was filled 
with cries and: groans. And when I infifted o. 
the compaifion and care of the. Lord 'Jefus Chrift ior 
thofe that were loft, and could find no way of efcape, 
this melted them down the more, and aggravated 
their diftrefs, that they could not come to fo. kind 
Saviour. 

_ Sundry perfons, who béfore had been but flightly 
awakened, were now deeply wounded. And ont 
man it particular, who was never before awakened, 
was now made to feel, that: “ the word of the Lord 
was quick and. powerful, fharper than any two 
edged f{word.” He feemed to be pierced to the 
heart, and faid, all the wickednefs of his paft lit 
was brought frefh to his remembrance, and he fav 
all the vile a&tions he had done formerly, as if don# 
but yefterday.” —.. : | 

I found one that had newly received comfort, ait? 
prefling diftrefs from day today. I could not but ad 
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mire the divine goodnefs. There feems to be fome good 
done by every difcourfe ; fome newly awakened every 
day, and fome comforted. Mg 

Lord’s-day, Auguft 11. I difcourfed in the fore- 
noon from the parable of the prodigal fon. 

In the afternoon I difcourfed upon part of St. Pe. 
ter’s fermon, Aéts ii. and at the clofe of my difcourfe 
to the Indians, made an addrefs to the white people, 
and divine truths feemed to be attended with power 
both to the Englifh and Indians. Several of the white 
Heathen were awakened, and could no longer be idle 
fpectators, but found they had fouls to fave as well as 
the Indians, and a great concern fpread through the 
whole aflembly, fo that this alfo appeared to be a day 
of God’s power. 

The number of the Indians, old and young, was 
now upwards of feventy; and one or two were newly 
i ha this day, who’never appeared to be moved . 

ore, , 
Thofe that had obtained comfort, and had given 

evidence of a faving change, appeared humble and 
devout, and behaved in an agreeable and chriftian 
manner, I was refrefhed to fee the tendernefs of 

mconfcience manifelt in fome of them. Perceiving 
one of them very forrowful in the morning, I inquired 
into the caufe of her forrow, and found fhe had been 
angry with her child the evening before, and was 
in fear left her anger had beenin ordinate, which fo 
grieved her, that fhe waked and began to fob before 
day-light, and continued weeping for feveral hours 
together. 
Auguft 14. I fpent the day with the Indians. 

There was one of them who had fome time fince 
put away his wife, (as is common among them) and 
taken another woman, and being now brought un- 
der fome ferious impreffions, was earneftly defirous 
to know what Ged would have him do. When 
the law of God refpecting marriage had been opened . 
to them, and the caufe of his leaving his wife in- 
quired into; and when it- appeared: fhe’ had given 
um no juft occafion by unchafiity to defert her, on 

at 
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that fhe was willing to forgive his paft mifcondué, More 
he was then told, that it was his indifpenfible duty dor th 
to renounce the woman he had lIaft taken, and re. weepi 
ceive the other who was his proper wife; with were 
which he cheerfully complied, and thereupon pub. dence 
licly renounced the woman he had laft taken, and is por 
publicly promifed to live with his wife during life, auine 
——And here appeared a clear demonftration of the inane 
power of God’s word upon their hearts. A few to tim 
weeks before the whole world could not have per. Au 
fuaded him to a compliance with chriftian rules in tence 
this affair. newly 

Auguft 15. I preached from Luke iv. 16.—21, tual d 
The word was attended with power upon the heart the Fo 
of the hearers. There was much concern, many follow. 
tears, and affecting cries among them, and fome were abunda 
deeply wounded and diftrefled. There were fome BM ground 
newly awakened who came but this week, and con Mm Mon 
victions feemed to be promoted in others.—'t'‘hole preache 
that had received comfort, were likewife refrethed 
and ftrengthened, and the work of grace appeared 
to advance in all refpects. 

Auguft 16. 1 fpent a confiderable time:in conver! Bi ma 1; 
ing privately with fundry of the Indians. I found Hj much: 
one that had got comfert, after prefling concern, and 
could not but hope, when I difcourfed with her, that 
her comfort was of the right kind. 

In the afternoon, I preached to them from John vi 
%6—34. Towards the clofe of my difcourfe, divin 
truths were attended with confiderable power upon 
the audience, and more efpecially after public fervice 
was over, when I particularly addrefled the diftrefled 
-perfons. 

There was a great concern for their fouls fpread 
generally among them: but efpecially there wert 
two perfons newly awakened to a fenfe of their fi 
and mifery$ one of whom was lately come, and the 
other had all along been very attentive, and defirovt 
of being awakened, but could never Before have 
any lively view of her perifhing ftate. But now he 
fpiriiual diftrefs was fuch, thatd-had never feen « 
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More prefling. Sundry old men were alfo in diftrefe 
for their fouls; fo that ‘they could not refrain from 
weeping and crying out aloud, and their bitter groans 
were the moft convincing, as well as affecting evi- 
dence of the depth of their inward anguifh.—God 
is powerfully at work among them! Tine and ge- 
avine convictions of fin are daily promoted in many 
intances, and fome are newly awakened. from time 
to time. 
Auguft 17. I {pent much time in private confe- 

cence with the Indians. I found one who had 
newly obtained comfort, after a long feafon of fpiri- 
tual diftrefs, (he having been one of my hearers in 
the Forks of Delaware for more than a year, and now 
followed me hithe: under deep concern: and I had 
abundant reafon to hope that his comfort was well 
grounded. 

' Monday, Auguft 19. I rode to Freehold, and 
preached to a confiderable aflembly, from Matth. v. 
$, It pleafed God to leave me dry and barren; but he 
has made my foul to acquiefce in his will. It is-con- 
trary to fle/b and blood, to be cut off from all freedom, 
ina large auditory, where their expectations are 
much raifed; but fo it was with me, and God help- 
ed me to fay; “‘ Good is the will of the Lord.” 

Friday, Auguft 23. I {pent fome time with the 
Indians. in private difcourfe; afterwards preached to 
them from John vi. 44—50. There was, as has 
been ufual, a great attention and fome affection 
‘among them. Several appeared deeply concerned 
for their fouls, and could not but exprefs their in- 
ward anguifh by tears and cries. But.the amazing 
influence that has been fo powerfully among them, 
feems, at prefent, in fome degree abated. 
Auguft 24. 1 fpent the forenoon in difcourfing 

to fome of the Indians, in order to their receiving 
the ordinance of Aaptifm. When I had opened the 
nature of the ordinance, the obligations attending it, 
the duty of devoting ourfelves to God in it, and the 
Privilege of being in covenant with him, fundry of 
them feemed to be filled with love to God, and de- 

lL lighted 
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lighted with the thoughts of giving up themfelves to 
Kim in that folemn and public ‘manner. 
“Afterwards I difcourfed ‘publicly from 1 'Thelf. iy, foiced 
18—17. There was a'folemn ‘attention, and vifible dédici 
concern in the time of pyblic fervice, which was amon; 
afterwards increafed by fome further exhortation With t 
iven them to come to Chrift, and give up their knit tc 

hearts to him, that they might be fitted to “afcend Bm all thi 
up and meet him in the dir,” whenhe thall * defcend that 2 
with a fhout,' and the voice of the archangel,” out Ww 
“There were “feveral “Indians newly ‘come, who [Mm mothe 

thought their ftate good, becaufe the had lived with fay and h 
the white people under Bolpel light, although they were fim wept I 
altogether unacquainted with the power of religion, 7 joy anc 
“With thofe I ‘difcourfed ‘particularly after’ public JM tenance 

worthip, and was furprifed to fee their felf-righteoys Mon 
difpofition, their ftrong attachment to'the covenant fm {rom J 
of works, and the high value they put upon their fup. be I 
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After the crowd of fpeétators was. gone, [called the through 
baptized perfons together, and difcourfed to them in & mire 
ay ' Nery oF ‘ ee Nt who had 

particular, reminded them of the folemn obligations 
they were now under to live to God, and éncourag- 
ed them to watchfilnefs and devotion, by. fetting be. 

gaged 
now abs 

were 

fore them the comfart and happy conclufion of a religious Im fected ej 
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efe engaged and cheerful in duty, dnd théy re» 

sed that they had in a public dnd folemn manner 
dedicated themfelves to God.—Love feemed to reign 
among them! They took ‘each other by the hand 
with tendernefs and affection, as if their hearts were 
knit together, while I was difcourfing to them ; and 
ail ther deportment towards each other, was fuch,. 
that a ferious /pe@ator might jultly be excited to cry 
out with admiration, ** Behold, how they love one 
another !? Sundry of the other Indians at feeéini 
and hearing thefe things, were much affected anc 
wept bitterly, longing to be partakers of the famé 
joy and comfort that thefe difcovered by their couri< 
tenance as well as conduét. ? | 
Monday, Auguft 26. 1 preached to my people 

from John vi. 51—55. After I had difcourfed fonie 
time, I addreffed thofe in.particular who entertained 
hopes that they were “ paffed from death to life.’ 
I opened to them the nature of thofe. confolations 
Chrift gives his people, fhewed them that -fuch have 
diready the ‘ beginnings of eterridl. life,’ (ver. 54.) 
and that their deaven {hall be fpeedily completed. _ 
I no fooner began to difcourfe, but the ‘chripiahis 

in the congregation began to be melted with afféc- 
tion to, and defite of the enjoyment of Chrift, and 
of 4 Rate of perfec purity. They wept affécionately 
and yet joyfully, and their tears and fobs difcoveréed 
brokenne/s of heart, and yet were attended with com- 
fort and /wieetne/s ; fo that this was a tender, affectio. 
fate, humble, delightful melting, and appeated to 
be the genuine effe&t of the Spirit of adoption, and 
very far from the Spirit of bondage that they béfore 
laboured under. The influence {pread, from thefe 
through the whole affembly, and there quickly ap- 

a peated a wonderful concern among them. Many 
who had not yet found Chrilt, were furprifingly ‘en- 
gaged in feeking after him. Their number was 
now about ninety-five perfons, and almolt all af- 
fefted either with joy in Chrift, or with the stmof 
concern to obtain an intereft in him. 

Le Being 
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Being convinced it was now my duty to take 2 

journey far back to the Indians on Sufquehannah 
river, after having fpent fome hours in public and 
private difcourfes with my people, I told them that 
I muft leave them for the prefent, and go to their 
érethren far remote, and preach to them ; that I wanted 
the Spirit of God fhould go with me, without whom 
nothing could be done to any good purpofe, as they 
themfelves had had opportunity to fee, and afked 
them, if they would not fpend the remainder of the 
day in prayer for me, that God would go with me, 
and fucceed my endeavours, They cheerfully com. 
plied with the motion, and foon after I left them 
(the fun being then about an hour and a half high) 
they began, and continued praying all night till dreat 
of day, never miftrufting (they told me) till they went 
out and faw the morning flar a confiderable height, 
that it was later than common bed time. 

There were, I truft, this day two diftreffed fouls 
brought to the enjoyment of folid comfort. 

Likewife this day an o/d Indian, who has all his 
days been an obftinate idolater, was brought to give 
up-his- rattles (which they ule for mufic in their 
sdolatrous feafts and dances) to the other Indians, 
who quickly deftroyed them; and this without any. 
attempt of mine in the affair, I having faid nothing 
to him about it; fo that it was nothing but the pew- 
ex of God’s word, without any particular application 
to this fin, that produced this effect. Thus.God has 
‘begun, thus he has hitherto carried on a work of grace 
amongit thefe Indians. May the glory be afcribed to 
him, ‘who is the fole author of it! | 

[The next day he fet out on a journey towards the 
Forks of Delaware, defigning to go from thence to 
Sufquehannah, before he returned to Crofweekfung. 
It was five days from his departure Som Crofweek- 
fung, before he reached the Forks, going round by the 
way of Philadelphia, and waiting on the governor of 
Pennfylvania, to get a recommendation from him to 
the chiefs of the Indians. } 
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y take a 
ehannah Forks of Delaware. 
ablic and ee 
em that ‘Lord’s-day, September 1. 1 preached to the In- 
to their dans here, from Luke xiv. 16—23. 
I wanted Afterwards I preached to a number of white peo- 
ut whom ple, and obferved many of them in tears, and fome 
» as they who had been formerly as carelefs and unconcerned 
nd afked about religion as the Indians. 
er of the Towards night I difcourfed to the Indians again, 
with me, dnd perceived a greater attention, and more vifible 
ully com. concern among them, than has been ufual in sthe/e 
left them parts. 

alf high) September 3. I preached to the Indians from If. 
t till Dreak li, 3—6. ‘The divine prefence: feemed to be in the 
they went midft of the affembly, and a confiderable concern 
le height, HMM {pread among them. Sundry perfons feemed to be 

awakened, among whom were two ftupid creatures, 
effed fouls HIM that I.could fearce ever before keep awake while I 

was difcourfing to them. On 
as all his Wednefday, September 4.° I rode 15 miles to an 
t to give Hae Irth fettlement, and preached there from Luke xiv. 

in thet 9 9%, « And yet there is room.” God was pleafed 
tr Indians, Hill to afford me fome tendernefs and enlargement in the 
ithout any HM firft prayer, and much freedom, as well as warmth, in 
id nothing HM the fermon. There were many tears in the affembly : 
t the pew- HMM the people of God feemed to melt, and others to be 
application HM in fome meafure awakened. Blefled be the Lord, 
s.God has TM that lets me fee his work going on in one place and 
rk of grace Hl another. 
afcribed to September 5. I difcourfed tothe Indians from the 

parable of the fower, and afterwards converfed par- 
ticularly with fundry. perfons, which occafioned 
them to weep, and even to cry out in an affecting: 
Manner,. and ‘feized others with furprize and con+ 
cern. Several of thefe had been with me to Crof- 
weekfung, and fome of them felt the power of God’s 
word, I afked one of them why he now cried? He: 
replied, ‘“* When he thought how Chiift was flain. 
like a lamb, and fpilt his blood for finners, he could: 

maot help crying :” and thereupon burft out into 
L 3 hs tears. 
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tears and cries again. I then afked his wife, who 
likewife had been abundantly comforted, wherefore 
fhe cried? She anfwered, “ She was grieved that 
the Indians here would not come to Chrift, as well as 
thofe at Crofweekfung.” I afked her if fhe founda 
heart to pray for them, and whether Chrift had 
been near to her of late in prayer, as in time paft? 
(which is my ufual method of exprefling a fenfe of 
the ‘divine prefence.) She replied, * Yes, he had 
been near to her; and that at fome times when fhe 
had been praying alone, her heart loved to pray {o, 
that fhe could not bear to leave the place, but wanted 
to ftay and pray longer.” 

Lord’s-day, September 8. I difcourfed to the In. 
dians in the forenoon from John xii. 44—50, in the 
afternoon from Aéts ii. 36—-39. The word of God 
feemed to fall with weight and influence upon them, 
There were but a few prefent, but moft that were, 
were in tears, and fundry cried out under diftrefling 
concern for their fouls. | 

There was one man awakened, who never before 
difcovered any concern for his foul. ‘There ap. 
peared a remarkable work of the Spirit among them, 
almoft generally, not unlike what has been of late 
at Crofweekfung. It feemed as if the divine influence 

' had fpread from thence to this place, 
' Sundry of the carelefs white people now prefent, 
were ftartled, feeing the power of God fo prevalent 
among the Indians. I then made a particular addrefs 
to them, which feemed to make fome impreffion upon 
them. 

In the evening God was pleafed to enlarge me in 
prayer, and give me freedom at the throne of grace: 
I cried to God for the enlargement of his kingdom in 
the world, and particularly among my dear people: fi 
and was enabled to pray for many dear minifers 
of my acquaintance, both in thefe parts and in New. 
England. My foul was fo engaged in that. fweet 
exercife, that I knew not how to leave the mercy- 
feat. I faw, God was both able and willing to do 
all that I defired, for myfelf and friends, on . 
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church in general. Afterwards, when I was jul 
going to bed, God helped me to renew my petitions 
with ardency and freedom. 
Monday, September 9. I left the Indians in tne 

Forks of Delaware, and fet out on a journey towards 
Sufquehannah-river, directing my courfe towards the 
Indian-town more than an hundred and twenty miles 
weftward from the Forks. 
September 13. After having lodged out three 

nights, I arrived at the Indian-town I aimed at on 
Sufquehannah, called Shaumoking, (one of the 
places I vifited in May laft) and was kindly receiv- 
ed by the Indians: but had little fatisfaction by rea- 
fon of the Heathenifh dance they then held in the 
houfe where I was obliged to lodge, which I could 
not fupprefs, though 1 often entreated them to defift, 
for the fake of one of their own friends who was fick 
in the houfe. 

This town lies partly on the eaft fide of the river, 
partly on the weft, and partly on a large ifland in it, 
and contains upwards of fifty houfes, and (they tell 
me) near three hundred perfons; but of three dif- 
ferent tribes of Indians, {peaking three languages 
wholly uninielligible to each other. About one half of 
its inhabitants are Delawares, the others called Se- 
nekas, and Tutelas. ‘The Indians of this place are 
counted the moft drunken, mifchievous, and ruffian- 
ly fellows of any of thefe parts; and. Satan feems to 
have his feat in this town in an eminent manner. 

Saturday, September 14. I vifited the Delaware 
king, (who was fuppofed to be at the point of death 
when I' was here in May laft, but was now recover- 
ed,) and difcourfed with him and others refpecting 
ckriftianity, and fpent the afternoon with them, and 
had more encouragement than I expected. The ding 
appeared kindly difpofed,. and willing to be inftruct.- 
ed; this gave me fome encouragement that God 
would open an eféual door for my preaching the gof- 
pel here. This was a refrefhment to me in the wil- 
dernefs, and rendered my /olitary circumftances com- 
fortable and pleafant. ; 
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__ In the evening my foul was enlarged in prayer; 
efpecially, that God would fet up his kingdom in this 
place, where the devil now feign My foul cried, 
‘¢ Lord, fet up thy kingdom, for thine own glory! folvec 
Glorify thyfelf, and I fhall rejoice. Get honour to idolaty 
thy bleffed name, and this is all I defire. Do with Ser 
me juft what thou wilt. Bleffed be thy name for neaut: 
ever, that thou art God, and that thou wilt glorify parati 
thyfelf. O, thatthe whole world might glorify thee ! opport 
O, let thefe poor people be brought to know thee, and with t 
love thee, for the glory of thy ever-bleffed name !” funk, 

Lord’s-day, September 15. I vifited the chief of a Pag 
the Delawares again; and difcourfed to the Indians of the: 
in the afternoon. I ftill hoped that God would open tages i 
their hearts to receive the gofpel, though many of private 

them in the place were fo drunk from day. to day, that Bg 
n tl I could get no opportunity to fpeak to them. 

- September 16. I fpent the forenoon with the In. 
dians, endeavouring to inftruét them from houfe to 
houfe, and to engage them, to be friendly to chrif- 
tianity. 

_ Towards night I went to a part of the town where 
they were fober, and got together near fifty perfons of 
them,—There was a iurprifing attention among them, 
and they manifefted a defire of being further inftrud- 
ed. There was alfo one or two that feemed to be touch- 
ed, who appeared pleafed with fome converfation in 
private, after I had concluded my public difcourfe. 
My fpirits were much refrefhed, and I could not 

but return with my interpreter (having. no other com- 
panion in this journey) to my poor har fodiing, Te. 
joicing in hopes that God defigned to fet up his king. 
dom here, and found uncommen freedom in addrel- 
fing the throne of grace for the accomplifhment of {fo © 
glorious a work. 

September 17, I fpent the forenoon in difcour- 
fing to the Indians. About noon I left Shaumoking, 
(molt, of the Indians going out this day to hunt,) and 
travelled down the river fouth weftward. 

September 19. I°vifited an Indian town called 
Suneauta, Gituate on an ifland in Sufquehannah. ! 

Was 
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was much difcouraged with the behaviour of the lis. 
dians here, although they appeared friendly when I 
was with them lait {pring; yet now they feemed re- 
folved to retain their Pagan notions, and perfift in their 
idolatrous practices, 
September 20. I vifited the Indians again at Ju- 

neauta ifland, and found them bufy in making pre- 
parations for a great /acrifice and dance. So 1 had no 
opportunity to get them together in order to difcourfe 
with them about chriftianity. My {fpirits were much 
funk, efpecially feeing I had now no interpreter but 
a Pagan, who was as much attached to idolatry as any 
of them: fo that I was under the greateft difadvan- 
tagesimaginable. However, I attempted to difcourfe 
privately with fome of them, but without any ap- 
pearance of fuccefs. _ 

In the evening they met together, near an hundred 
of them, and danced round a large fire, having pre- 
pared ten fat deer for the facrifice; the fat of whofe 
inwards they burnt in the fire while they were danc- 
ing, and fometimes raifed the flame to a prodigious 

| height, at the fame time yelling and fhouting in fuch a 
manner, that they might have been heard two miles 
or more. 
They continued their /acred dance all night; after 

which they eat the feb of the facrifice, and retired 
each to his lodging. | : 
I enjoyed little fatisfaction this night, being entire- 

ly alone on the ifland, (as to any chriftian company, ) 
and in the midft of this idolatrous revel; and havin 
walked to and fro till body and mind were miodh 
opprefled, I at length crept into a little crib made 
for corn, and there flept on the poles. 
Lord’s-day, September 21. I fpent the day with 

the Indians on the ifland. As foon as they were up 
in the morning, I attempted to inftruét them, and 
laboured to get them together, but quickly found 
they had fomething elfe to do; for they gathered to- 
Se all their powwows, (or conjurers,) and fet about 

fa dozen of them to playing their tricks, and acting 
their frantic poftures, in order to find out why the 

aN were 
% 
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Wéte fo fickly, Atimbérs Of them being at that ting 
difotdered with a fever arid bloody flux. In this 
they were engaged for feveral hours, making all thé 
Wild diftra&ted motions imaginable: fometimes fing. 
ing; fometimes howling; fometimes extending theit 
hands to the utmoft Rretch, fpreading all their fin. 
pers, and feemied to pufh with them, as if they dé. 
sgned to fright foniething away, or at leaft keep it 
Of at drins length ; fometimes ftroking their faces with 
their hands, then {purting water as fine as mift ; fome. 
times fitting flat on the’ eatth, then bowing down theit 
facés to the ground; wringing their fides, as if in 
* » 

ain and anguifh: twilting their faces, turning up 
heir eyes, ‘grunting, of puffing. : 
Their rhonfttous aétions feemed to have fomething 

in them peculiarly fuited to raife the devil, if he 
could be raifed by atiy thing odd and frightful. Some 
of them weré mich mofe fervent in the bufinefs than 
Others, and feéinied to chant, peep, and mutter with a 
great degree of warmth and vigour. I fat about an 
feet from ther, (théagh ‘unidifeovered,) with my bi. 
ble in ‘iny hind, refolving, if poffible, to {poll their 
fpott, and “prévelit ‘their ‘redéiviny any anfwers {ol 
the infernal world. They continued their hideous 
charms for ‘mdré than three hours, until they had all 
Weatied thémifetves ‘otit, althotigh they had taken 
fundry intervals of reft; and at length broke up, t 
apprehended, Withdut teceivitig afly anfwer. * 
After they had done’ Sage I attempted to 
difcourfe With thém abdiit chriRinrity : but they focn 
feattéred, and give no oppoftunity. A view of thele 
things, while é was entirely alone in the wildernefs, 
deftitute of the fociety of any ne that fo much as 
“named the namé of Chrilt,”? greatly fink my {pi 
rits, fo that I had no heart tor powér to mmake any 
further atteripts among them. 
The Tadiahs of this ifland, many of them under. 

ftand the Englith ldiguage, having formerly lived in 
Maryland near the hte e people, but ‘are very vie 
cious, driiriken, atid profane, although not fo /avage 
ds thofe who have léfs acquaintance with the En 
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li, Their methods of charming ot conjuring over 

at tine the fick, feems fomewhat different from that A other 
In this Indians: and the whole of it. perhaps is an imitation 
y all thé of what feems, by Naaman’s expreflion, 2 Kings w. 
1es nn I}, to have been the cuftom of the ancient Heathens, 
ng thei For it. feems chiefly to confit in their “ ftriking 
heir fin. re hands over the difeafed,” repeatedly ftroking 
they dé. ‘them, “and calling upon their gods,” excepting 
t keep it FM the fpurting of water, and fome other, frantic cere» 
aces with [M monies common to the other conjyrations. | 
ft ; forme. When 1 was in thefe parts in May laff, Thad an 
own theit ortunity of learning many of the cuftoms of the 
as if in ndians. I then trave yar than an_ hundred 

ring up iM and thirty miles upon te river, ahove the Englif® 
: fettlements ; and had in that journey a view of per- 

omething fons’ of ‘Seven or eight difling tribes, fj eaking. fo many 
vil, if he HMM diferent languages. | But of al} the fights I ever faw 
il. Some i among them, none, appeared, fo near a kin to what 
fniefs than FM is ufpally ima ined of infernal posyers, as the appears 
ver With 4 Tl ance of one who was a, devout and zealous reformers 
bout ver ot tather reftorer, of what he Spnoled was. the 
ith my bl MM ancient religion of the Indians, He made. his ap, 
{poll their peavance in his pontifical ga h which, was a coat of 
Wers frotl HMM bear fins, drefled with the hair on, and hanging 
r hideous 

had taken: 
oke up, 4 

down to his. toes, a pair of bear-fkin ftockings, and a 
great wooden face, painted the one half black and. the 
nih tawny, about, the. salon of an ARGS fkin, 
with an extravagant mopth, cut very much awry; 
the face fatened to a hea i cap, which: was 

einpted to MMidrawn ver his head. He advanced toward me 
they foon Hiwith the inftrument in his hand that he ufed for 
ew of thele Himufic in hie idler worfkip which was a dry tortoi/e- 
wildernefs, [ii/e'’, with fome corn in it, aud the neck of it drawn on 
oO tiuch as Ma piece of wood, which made. a very convenient 
ik my fp MMhandle. As he came forward, he beat his tune with the 
make any ap and danced with all his might, but did not 

Huter any part of his bady, not fo much as his 
jem under Mitngers, to be feen: and no man would have .guei- 
ly lived in Hid, by his appearance, that he, could haye been a 
‘e very Vie Muman creature. When. he. came.near. me, I coyld 
pt fo /avagt Mot but fhrink away, from. him, although.it was. then 
icita 2a aes sig sat noon 

i 
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noon day, and I knew who it was, his appearance the. 
and geftures were fo frightful. He had a houfe con. dep 
fecrated to religious ufes, with divers images cut ferer 
out upon the feveral parts of it; I went in and form 
found the ground beat almoft as hard as a rock with ritua 
their frequent dancing.—I difcourfed with him and 
about chriftianity, and fome of my difcourfe he wall: 
feemed to like, but fome of it he difliked entirely, be fit 
He told me that God had taught him his religion, whic! 
and that he never. would-turn from it, but wanted and 
to find fome that would join heartily with him in it; amor 
for the Indians, he faid, were grown very degene. fay t 
rate. He had thoughts, he faid of leaving all his more 
friends, and travelling abroad, in order to find fome ed‘an 
that would join with him; for he believed God had Sep 
fome good people fome where, that felt as he did, inttruc 
He had not always, he faid, felt as he now did, bu pole. 
had formerly been like the reft of the Indians, unti gre ali 
about four or five years ago; then, he faid, his hear ill exa 
was very much diftrefled, fo that he could-not live a 
mong the Indians, but got away into the woods, and 
lived alone for fome months. At length, he fay; 
God fhewed him what he fhould du; and fince thi 
time he had known God, and tried to ferve him; and 
loved all men, be they who they would, fo as he 
never did before.—_—He treated me with uncom. 
mon courtefy, and feemed to be hearty in it.—lI 
was toid by the Indians, that he oppofed their drink. 
ing ftrong liquors with all his power; and if at any 
time he could not diffuade them from it, he would 
leave them, and go cryihg into the woods. It 
was manifeft he had a fet of religious notion 
that he had looked into for himjelf, and not taken for 
granted upon bare tradition; and he relifhed or dif 
relifhed whatever was fpoken of a religious nature, 
according as it either agreed or difapreed with 
his fandard. And while I was difcourfing ‘he woul 
fometimes fay, “ Now that I like : fo God has taught 
me.” And fome of his fentiments feemed very jul 
Yet he utterly denied the being of ‘a devil, and de 
elared there was no fuch creature known si 
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ein ians of old times. He likewi 
departed fouls all went fouthward, alae ae 
ference between the good and bad was this hue the 
former were admitted into a beautiful town with 
ritual walls, or walls agreeable to the nature of fo ie 
and that the latter would for ever hover round th f 
walls, and in vain attempt to get in, He feem 1 5 
be fincere, honeft, and confcientious in his ow cod 
which was more than I ever faw in any other Pa ati ds 
and I perceived he was looked upon, and derided 
oe sae w the rd as a precife zealot. I anit 

ere was fomet ing in his ter 
more like true religion than vane thing I ver nie 
ee Heathens. ate 
_ September 22. I made fom 
inftruct the Indians on this pets Ae aan 
a They live fo near the white people, that the ; 
re always in the way of ftrong liquor, as well as the 
* pores ie nominal chriftians; which renders it 
on y difficult to treat with them about chr‘{ti- © 

_ (On Monday, September 23. i 
in order to his return to the Boel cf Dinan ne 
~ weak ftate of body, and under dejection of inigd, 
which continued the two firft days of his journ iad 
Thurfday, September 26. I was nil mu cer 
ordered in body, and able to ride but flowl T . 
tinued my journey however. Near night 5 a ived 
at the Irifh fettlement, about fifteen miles Pode te 
re: houfe. This day, I was much exercifed Hien a 
enfe of my barrennefs: and verily thought, th : 
was no creature that had any true grace hint sn 
i pees fpiritual and fruitful than I: I coil of 

that any of God’s children made fo and 
of living to God as I, pili 

M : Fork? 
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Forks of Delaware. 
‘Odober 1. I difcourfed to the Indians here, and 

afterwards invited them to accompany, or if not to 
follow me down to Crofweekfung, as foon as their 
conveniency would admit; which invitation fundry of 
them cheerfully accepted. 4 

Saturday, O@ober 5. I preached to my people at 
Crofweekfung, from John xiv. 1—6. The divine 
prefence feemed to be in the affembly. Numbers 
were affected, and fome comforted. , 

O, what a difference is there between thefe and the 
Indians upon Sufquehannah. To be with thofe feem- 
ed like being banifhed from God, and all his people; 
to be with thee like being admitted into his family, 
and to the enjoyment of his prefence! How great is 
the change lately made upon thefe Indians, who not 

_ Many months ago were as thoughtlefs, and averfe to 
chriftianity, as thofe upon Sufquehannah ! 

Lord’s-day, O&ober 6. I preached in the fore. 
noon from John x. 7—I11. There was a confidera- 
ble melting among my people; the young chriftians 
were comforted and ftrengthened, and one or two 
perfons newly awakened. _ 

In the afternoon, I difcourfed on the ftory of the 
_ jailor, Acts xvi. and in the evening expounded Ads 
‘mx. 1—12. There was at this time a melting 
through the whole aflembly. There was fcarce a 
dry eye to be feen among them, and nothing but 
what tended to encourage and excite a chriftian ar- 
dour and fpirit of devotion. 

After public fervice I withdrew; and the Indians 
continued praying among ‘themfelves for near two 
hours. together; which exercifes appeared to be at- 
tended with a bleffed influence from on high. 
+I could not but earneftly “fh that numbers of 
‘MGod’s people had been prefen. t this feafon, to fee 
and hear thefe things which I am fure muft refrefh 
the heart of every true lover of Zion. To fee thofe, 
who very lately were favage Pagans and idolaters, 
“* having no hope, and without God in the world.” 
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now filled with a fenfe of divine love'and grace, and’ 
worfhipping the ‘ Father in fpirit and in truth,” was: 
not a little affecting ;.and efpecially to fee them fo 
tender and humble,.as well as lively, fervent, and: 
devout. . 
Monday; October 7. Being called by the church 

and people of Eaft-Hampton on Long-Ifland, as a: 
member of a council, to aflift and advife in affairs 
of difficulty, in that church, I fet out‘on my journey: 
this morning, before it was well light, and'travelled 
to Elifabeth-Town. 

_ [He profecuted his journey with the other minif- 
ters that were fent for: and did not return till Odto-: 
ber 14.) 
Odober 24. I difcourfed from John iv. 13, 14. 

There was a great attention, and an unaffected melt-- 
ing in the aflembly.—It is furprifing to fee how eager 
they are to hear the word of God. I have often 
thought. they would cheerfully attend divine worthip. 
twenty-four hours together. . | 
Ofober 25. I difcourfed ‘to my people on the- 

refurreion. from. Luke xx. 27—36. And when I 
came to mention: the bleffednefs the good fhall en- 
joy at that feafon; their final freedom from. death, 
and forrow ; their equality: to the angels in regard of 
their nearnefs to, and: enjoyment of: Chrift; and 
their being the children of God, openly acknowl.dged 
by him as fuch : I fay, when I mentioned thefe things, 
numbers of them were much affected, and melted 
with a view of this bleffed ftate. . 
Oéober 26. Being called to affift in the adminif- 

tration of the Lord’s fupper, in a neighbouring con- 
gtegation, I invited my people to go with me, who 
embraced the opportunity cheerfully, and attended 
the difcourfes of that folemnity with diligence and 
affetion, moft of them now underftanding fomething 
of the Englith language. | | 

' Lord’s-day, Oétober 27. While I was preaching 
toa vaft aflembly of people abroad, who appeare 
aml eafy and fecure enough, there was one In- 
ian woman, a ftranger, who never heard me preach 
a3 M2 - before 

2 
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before, nor ever regarded any thing about religion, 
(being now perfuaded by fome of her friends to come 
though much againft her will,) was feized with a 
prefling concern for her foul, and foon after expref. 
fed a great defire going home,) more than forty 
miles diftant,) to call her hufband, that he alfo might 
have a concern for his foul. Some other of the In. 
dians alfo appeared to be affected with dfvine truths 
this day. R444 

The pious people of the Englifh (numbers of 
whom I had opportunity to converfe with) feemed 
refrefhed with feeing the Indians worfhip God in 
that devout and folemn manner, and could not but 
“ glorify God, faying, Then hath God alfo to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” 

October 28. I difcourfed from Math. xxii. 1— 
18. I was enabled to adapt my difcourfe to the ca. 
pacities of my people, ‘“* I, know not how,’ ina 
plain, eafy, and familiar manner, beyond all that I 
could have done by the utmoft ftudy: and this, with 
as much freedom, as if 1 had been addrefling a common 
audience, who had been inftructed in chriftianity all 
their days. 

The word of God at this time feemed to fall upon 
the affembly with a divine power, efpecially toward 
the clofe of my difcourfe; there was both a {weet 

_ melting and bitter mourning in the audience.—The 
chriftians were refrefhed and “comforted, convic- 
tions revived in others, and fundry perfons newly 
awakened who had never been with us.before: and 
fo much of the divine prefence appeared: in the af- 
fembly, that it feemed, * this was no other than the § 
gate of heaven.” All that had any relifh of divine 
things were even conftrained to fay, ‘“ Lord, it is 
good for us to be here !’” If ever there was among my 
people an appearance cf the New Jerufalem——“ as 
a bride adorned for her hufband,’’ there was at-this 
time. And fo agreeable was the entertainment, that 
J could {carce tell how to leave the place. 

Lord’s-day, November 23. I baptized fourteen In- 
diang, fix adults and eight children; one of thefe 

was 
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was near fourfcore years of age, and I have reafon to 
hope God ‘has brought her home to himfelf: two _ 
of the others were inen of /fty years old, who had been’ 
fingular, even among the Indians, for their wicked- 
nefs; one of them had been a murderer, and both no- 
torious drunkards, as well as exceflive quarrelfome ; 
‘but now I cannot but hope both are really changed. 
I deferred their baptifm for many weeks, that 1 
might have more opportunities to obferve the fruits 
of thofe impreffions they had been under. Indeed 
there was not one of the adults but had given me 
ground to hope, that God had wrought a good work 

- in their hearts. 
Nov. 4.. There were fundry of tiie perfons lately 

come from remoter places, that were now brought 
under deep concern for their fouls; particularly one, 
who not long fince came half drunk, and railed on 
us, and attempted to difturb us, while engaged in 
divine worfhip, was fo diftrefled, that fhe feemed : 
unable to get any eafe without an intereft in Chrit.:. 
There were many tears and affectionate groans in 
the aflembly in general, fome weeping for them- 
felves, others for their friends. And though perfons 
are doubtlefs-much eafier affected now, than they 
were in the beginning to this religious concerh, when 
tears and cries for their fouls were things unheard of 
among them ; yet, their afféction in general appeared 
genuine and ‘unfeigned ; and efpecially in thofe newly 
awakened. : 
I baptized a child this day, and perceived feveral : 

of the baptized perions: affected, as being thereby . 
minded of their own folemn engagements. . 
I have now baptized in-all forty.feven perfons of 

the Indians, twenty three adults, and twenty-four 
children ;. thirty-five of them belonging to thefe parts, . 
and the reft to the Forks of Delaware: and they have - 
none-of them as yet been a difgrace to their profeffion . 
by any unbecoming behaviour. 

Before I proceed, 1 would make a few remarks. | 
And 1f, It is remarkable that God began this - 

work among the Indians at a time when.I had the © 
Tae M3.: leat : 
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Jeaft profpect of feeing a work of grace among them, 
My bodily ftrength being then much waited by a 
tedious journey to Sufquehannah, my mind ex. 
ceedingly depreffed with a view of the unfeafonable. 
nefs of my labours, had little reafon ‘to hope that 
God had made me inftrumental of the faving con. 
verfion of any of the Indians, whence I was ready to 
look upon myfelf as a burden to the fociety that em. 
ployed me in this bufinefs. I began to entertain fe. 
tious thoughts of giving up my- miffon; and almof 
refolved I would do fo, at the conclufion of the ‘pre. 
fent year, if I had then no better profpect in my 
work than I had hitherto had. : 

In this frame of mind I firft vifited thefe Indians 
at Crofweekfung, apprehending it was my duty to 
make fome attempts for their converfion, though I 
cannot fay, I had any hope of fuccefs, my fpirits 
were now fo extremely funk. 

And yet this was the very feafon that God faw fit 
to begin this glorious work! And thus he * or. 
dained ftrength out of weaknefs,” by making bare 
his almighty arm at a time when all hopes and human 
probabilities mott evidently failed.—** Whence I learn, 
that it-is good to follow the path of duty, though in 
the midft of darknefs and difcouragement.” ! 

2dly, It is remarkable how God, in a manner al. 
moft unaccountable, called thefe Indians together to 
be inftructed; and how he feized their minds with 
‘the moft folemn concern as falt as they: came to the 
place where his word was preached. When I firl 
came into thefe parts, I found not one man at the 
lace I vifited, but only four women and a_ few 

children: but before I had been here many days, 
they gathered -from all quarters, fome from more 
than twenty miles diftant; and when I made them 
a fecond vifit, fome came more than forty miles to 
hear me. : 

And many came without any intelligence of what 
was going on here, and confequently without any 
defign, fo much as to gratify their curiofity ; fo that 
it feemed as if God had fummoned them een 
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from all quarters for nothin; i i mei . — thing elfe but to deliver his 

or is it lefs furprifing that they wer 
another affected with ph eed ps Mitty for ri 
fouls, almoft as foon as they came upon the {pot 
where divine truths were taught them. I could ae 
but think, their coming to this place was like Saul 
and his meflengers coming among the prophets; the 
no fooner came but they prophefied: and thefe vee 
almoft as foon affected with a fenfe of their fin and 
mifery, and with an earneit concern for deliverance 
as they made their appearance in our affembly. 
After this work of grace began with power amon 
them, it was common for /rangers of the indians, 
before they had been with us one day, to be dee ly 
4p of their fin aud mifery, and to duaite 
ei aaa folicitude, ** What they fhould-do to be 

3dly, It is likewife remarkable how God pr 
thele poor ignorant Indians from being ete 
againft me, and the truths I taught them. There 
were many attempts made by fome of the white peo- 
ple to prejudice them againft, or fright them from 
chritianity. They fometimes told them, the Indi- 
ans were well enough already :—that there was no 
need of all this noife about chriftianity :—that if 
they were Chriftians, they would be in no better. 
» fafer, or happier ftate, than they were already 

Sometimes they told them, that I wa : 
deceiver: that I daily taught them lies, ‘cies 
ae De but to impofe upon them. 
_And when none of thefe fuggeftions W i 
they told the Indians, * My dation was eaahe 
gether as lurge a, body of them as I poflibly could 
and then fell them to England for flaves.” Nothin , 
could be more likely to terrify: the Indians, td 
being naturally of a jealous difpofitien, and the moft 
averfe to a ftate of fervitude perhaps of any people 
living. 
ai, But 
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But all thefe infinuations (through divine good. word 

nefs) conftantly turned againft the authors of them, with 
and only ferved to engage the affections of the In. to ind 
dians more firmly to me: for they could not but ob. verfic 
ferve, that the’ perfons. who endeavoured to embitter zeal 
their minds againft me, where altogether unconcerned remat 
about their own fouls, and not only fo, but vicious foecial 
and profane; and thence could not but argue, that if comn 
they had no concern for their own, it was not likely affecte 
they fhould have for the fouls of others. feeme 

_ It feems yet the more wonderful that the Indians the fa 
were preferved from once hearkening to thefe fug. fluenc 
geftions, as I was an utter fey es among them, and compe 
could give them no aflurance of my fincere affection, of the 
by any thing that was pa{t,—while the perfons that almoft 
infinuated thefe things were their old acquaintance, mon a 
who had had frequent opportunities of gratifying He. 
them with ftrong drink, and confequently had the inculee 
greateft intereft in their affections. taught 

Athly, Nor is it lefs wonderful how God was pleaf- but fre 
ed to provide a remedy for my want of {kill in the & 
Indian language, by remarkably fitting my interpre. 
ter for, and affifting him in the performance of his 
work. It might be fuppofed I muft labour under a 
vaft difadvantage in addrefling the Indians by an 
interpreter, and that divine truths would unavoid 
ably lofe much of their energy, by coming to the au 
dience from a fecond hand. But although this has 
often been the cafe in times paft, when my interpre. 
ter had little fenfe of divine things, yet now it is 
quite otherwife. I cannot think my addreffes to the 
Indians ordinarily fiuce the beginning of this feafon 
of grace, have loft any thing of the power with 
which they were made, unlefs it were fometimes for 
want of pertinent expreffions in the Indian language; 
which difficulty could not have been much redrefled 
by my perfonal acquaintance with it. My interpreter 
had before gained fome good. degree of do@rinal 
knowledge, whereby he was. capable of underftand- 
ing‘and communicating the meaning of my difcourfes, 
and that without being obliged: to interpret word . 
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(ut) 
word. He had likewife an experimental acquaintance 
with divine things; and it pleafed God at this feafon 
to infpire his mind with longing defires for the con- 
verfion of the Indians, and to give him admirable 
zeal and fervency in addreffing them. And it is 
remarkable, that when I was favoured with any 
fpecial affflance, and enabled to fpeak with more than 
common freedom, fervency, and power, he was ufually 
affected in the fame manner almoft inftantly, and 
feemed at once quickened and enabled to fpeak in 
the fame pathetic language, and under the fame in- 
fluence that 1 did. And a-furprifing energy often ac- 
companied the word at fuch feafons; fo that the face 
of the whole aflembly would be apparently changed 
almoft in an inftant, and tears and fobs became com- 
mon among them.’ . 
He likewife took pains day and night to repeat and 

inculcate upon the minds of the Indians the truths I 
taught them daily ; and this not from fpiritual pride, 
but from a fpirit of faithfulnefs, and an honeft con- 
cern for their fouls. : 
And thus God has manifefted that, without be. 

owing on me the gift of tongues, he could find a 
way wherein I might be effectually enabled to con- 
vey the truths of his glorious gofpel to the minds of 
thefe-poor benighted Pagans. 
Lafly, The efeds ef this work have been very re- 

markable.. I doubt not, but that many of thefe peo- 
ple have gained more knowledge of divine truths, 
fince June laft, than could have been inftilled into 
their minds by the moft diligent ufe of proper means 
for whole years together, without fuch a divine in- 
fluence. ‘Their Pagan notions and idolatrous practices 
feet to be entirely abandoned. They are regularly 
difpofed in the affairs of marriage ; an inftance whereof 
Ihave given in my Journal of Auguft 14. They feem 
generally divorced from drunkenne/s, their darling vice, 
and the fin ‘that eafily befets them:’’ fo that I do 
not know of more than two or three who have been 
my fteady hearers, that have drank to excefs fince I 
firft vifited them, although before it was ctaale for 

ome 
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fome or other of them to be drunk almoft every day; 
and fome of them feem now to fear this fin in particu. 
lar more than death itfelf. A principle of honefty 
and juftice appears in many of them, and they feem 
concerned to difcharge their old debts, which they 
have neglected, and, perhaps, fearce thought:of for. 
years paft. Their manner of living is much more de. 
cent azd comfortable than formerly. Love reigns 
among them, efpecially thofe who ‘have experienced 
a real change: and I never faw any appearance of: 
bitternefs ox cenforioufne/s, nor any difpofition to “ efteem: 
themfelves better than others.” 
As their forrows under convictions have been great 

and prefling, fo many of them have fince appeared 
to * rejoice with joy.unfpeakable.’”? And yet their con-- 
folations do not incline them to lighine/t 3 but are at 

tended. with /olemnity, and with tears,.and broken. 
nefs of heart. And in this refpec& fome of them have 
been furprifed-at themfelves, and’ have: with concern. 
obferved to me, that. when their hearts have been. 
glad,” “they could not help crying for all.”” 

Upon the whole, here are all the evidences of a: 
remarkable work.of grace, that can reafonably be 
looked for. May the great. Atthor maintain and pro. 
mote the fame here, and propagate it every where; till. 
*‘ the whole earth be filled with his glory |”? 

I have now rode more than.three thoufand miles 
fince the beginning of March laft; and almoft the: 
whole of it has been.in my own bufinefs as a Miffonary, 
upon the defign of propagating chriflian.. knowledge 
among the Indians. I have taken pains-to look out 
for a colleague,.or companion; to travel with me: but 
have not as yet found any perfon qualified and dil- 

': pofed for this good work. | 
‘As thefa poor Pagans itood in need of having * line 

upon line, and precept upon precept,” in order to 
their being grounded in the principles of chriftianity;. 
fo I preached * publicly, and taught from houfe to 
houfe,” almoft every day for whole weeks together. 
And my public difcourfes did not then make up the 
one half of my work, while there were fo man ee 

: antly 
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fantly coming to me with that important inquiry, 
particu. «What muft we do to be faved?” And yet I can’ 
honefty fay, to the praife of God, that the fuccefs with which 
ey feem my labours were crowned, unfpeakably more than 
ich they compenfated for the labour itfelf, and was likewife a 
t.of for. t means of carrying me through the bufinefs and 
more de. Frigues which my nature would have funk under, 
e reigns without fuch an encouraging profpest. But although 
yerienced MM thisfuccefs has afforded matter of fapport, comfort, 
arance of: and thankfulnefs: yet in this feafon I have found 
 ¢ efteem' preat need of affiftance in my work, and have been 

ry day:: 

much opprefled for want of one to bear a part of my 
een great lbours and bard/bips.—— 
appeared « May the Lord of the harveft fend forth other la- 
their cone HM bourers into this part of his harveft, that thofe who 
at are at- ftin darknefs may fee great light, and that the whole 
1 broken- Hi earth may be filled with the knowledge of himfelf !”? 
them have {Tuefday, November 5. He left the Indians, and 
th concern: HM frent the remaining part of this week in travelling to 
have been [MM various parts of New-Jerfey, in order to get a collece 
4d iim for the ufe of the Indians, and to obtain a /cheol- 
ences of a: TAM agfer to intruc them. ] 
onably be Lord’s-day, November 10. [At Elifabeth-Town] 
m and pro: HMI preached in the forenoon from 2Cor. v. 20. God 
avhere, till. HM was pleafed to'give me freedom and fervency: and, 

the prefence of God, feemed to be in the affembly ; 
(and. miles Hj numbers were affected, and there were many tears 
almoft the Hi among them. In the afternoon, I preached from 
Miffionary, Gi Luke xiv. 22, And yet there is room.” | I was 
_ knowledge Gi favoured with divine affiftance in the firft prayer, 
o look out 
me: but 

H and dif- 

and poured out: my foul to God with a filial temper : 
the living God alfo affifted me in the fermon. 
Friday, November.15. I could not crofs the ferry 

by reafon of the violence of the wind; nor could I 
enjoy. any place of retirement at the ferry-houfe. 
Yet God gave me fome {atisfa&tion in meditation, and 
lifting up my heart to God in the midft of company. 
And although fome were drinking and talking pro- 
fanely, yet my mind was calm and compofed.' And 

could not but blefs God, that I was not like to 
pend an eternity in fuch company.’ 
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Saturday, November 16. I croffed the ferry abou 
ten o’clock ; arrived at Elifabeth-Town near night, an 
I was in a compofed frame of mind, and felt an en. of 
tire refignation with refpect to a lofs I had lately fuf. 00 | 
tained, in having my horfe ftolen from me the lai ! 

Wednefday night. afk 

Friday, November 22. I rode to Mr. Tennent’s, ly, 
and from thence to Crofweekfung. O, that I could bei 
fill up all my time, whether in the houfe or by the hin 
way, for God! J was enabled this day to give up my in § 
foul to Him, and put all my concerns into his hands; his « 

and found real confolation in the thought of bein his . 
entirely at his difpofal, having no wil or interel Li 
of my own. I have received my al] from God: 0, T 
that I could return my all to God! Surely, God is thofe 
worthy of my highelt affection, and moft devout die 
adoration ; he js infinitely worthy, that I fhould make 
him my laft end, and live for ever to him. O, that 
I might never more, in any one inftance, live to 
myfelt ! 

Lord’s-day, November 24. I preached from the 
ftory of Zaccheus. When If infifted upen the /alv. 
tion that comes to the finner, upon his becoming a true 
believer, the word feemed to be attended with di. 
vine power. Numbers were much affected ;— 
former convictions were revived ;—one or two per. 
fons newly awakened ;—and a moft affectionate en- 
gagement in divine fervice appeared among them 
univerfally. 

November 26. I was favoured with freedom and 
fervency in my difcourfe. Many wept and fobbed 
affectionately, and fcarce any appeared unconcerned 
in the whole aflembly. The influence that {feized 
the audience appeared gentle, and yet deeply affected 
the heart. It excited in the perfons under convictions 
of their loft ftate, heavy groans and tears :——and in 
others who had obtained comfort, :a fweet and humble 
melting. It feemed like the gentle but fteady fhowers 
that effeaually water the earth. 

The perfons lately awakened, weré deeply dif- 
trefled, and appeared earneftly folicitous to obtain 
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en intereft in Chrift; and fome of them, in anguith 
of fpirit, faid, “ They knew not what to do, nor how 
to get their wicked hearts changed.” 
November 28. After public fervice was over, I 

afked one of the Indians who wept moft affectionate~ 
ly, ‘¢ What fhe now wanted ?” She replied, “ O, to 
be'with Chrift! the did not know how to ftay.” This 
was a blefled refrefhing feafon to the religious people 
in general, The Lord Jefus Chrift feemed to manifelt 
his divine glory to them, as When transfigured before 
his difciples. And they were ready univerfally to fay, 
« Lord, it is good for us to be here.” 
The influence of God’s word was ‘not confined te 

thofe who had given evidences of being truly gra- 
cious, though I calculated my difcourfe for, and di- 
rected it chiefly to fuch : but it appeared to be a feafon 
of divine power in the wnole affembly, fo that moft 
were in fome meafure affected. And one aged man 
in particular, lately awakened, was now brought un- 
der deep and prefling concern, and was: earnelftly in- 
quifitive ‘* how he might find Jefus Chrift.” 
God feems ftill to vouchfafe the influence of his 

blefled Spirit, in all our meetings for divine worfhip. 
November 30. I preached near night, after hav. 

ing {pent fome hours in private conference with 
fome of my people. I explained the ftory of the 
rich man and Lazarus, Luke xvi. 19—26. The word 
made powerful impreffions upon many, efpeciall 
while I difcourfed of the bleflednefs of * Lazarus in 
Abraham’s bofom.” This 1 could perceive, affected 
them much more than what I {poke of the rich man’s 
torments. And thus it has been ufually with them. 
They ‘have appeared much more affected with the 
comfortable than the dreadful truths of God’s word, 
And that which has diftrefled-many of them under 
convictions, is, that they wanted, and could not ob- 
tain the happinefs of the godly ; they have often ap. 
peared to be more affected with this, than with the 
terrors of hell, But whatever be the means of their 
awakening, it is plain, numbers are made deeply fen- 
dive of their fin and “ee the wickednefs of their 
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own hearts, their utter inability to help themfelves, or 
to come to Chrift for help, without divine affiftance, 

Lord’s-day, December 1. I gave them particular 
cautions and directions relating to their conduc in 
divers refpects. And prefled them to watchfulnes in 
all their deportment, feeing they were encompafled 
with thofe that. “ waited for-their halting,” and: who 
ood ready to draw them into temptations of every kind, 

and then to expofe religion on their account. 
Monday, December 9. I fpent-moft.of the day ia 

procuring provifions, in order to my fetting up houfe. 
keeping among the Indians. sat : 

Tuefday,_December 10. I was engaged in the 
fame bufinefs as yeflerday. Towards night I got into 
my own houfe*, — | 

December 12. J preached from the parable of the 
ten virgins, Matt. xxv. The divine power feemed 
to attend this difcourfe, in which I was favoured with 
uncommon freedom and plainnefs. of addrefs, aud ena- 
bled to open divine truths, in a manner beyond my/élf. 
. There appeared in many an affectionate concern 
for their fouls; and it was refrefhing to fee them 
melted into tears, fome with a /enfe of divine love, 
and fome for qané of it. 

Lord’s-day, December 15.° I preached to the In- 
dians from Luke xiii. 24, 28. Divine truths fell! with 
weight upon the audience. Near night I difcourfed 
to them again from Matt. xxv. 31. to 46. At which 
feafon alifo, the word appeared to be accompanied 
with divine influence, and made powerful impref- 

-fions upon the affembly in general, as well as upon 
_ divers perfons in a very particular manner. This was 
am amazing feafon of grace! ‘ The word of the 
Lord,” “was quick and powerful, fharper than a 
two-edged fword.” The aflembly was deeply wrought 
upon ;.and the impreflions made by the word of God 

appeared 

* This is the third house that he built to dwell in by himself 
among the Indians: the first at Kaunaumeek in the -county of 
Albany : the second at the Forks of Delaware in Pennsylvania; 
and now this at Croeweckoung in New-Jereey. 3 
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appeared folid and rational, worthy of the folem 
truths by means-of which they were produced. 

O, how did the hearts of the hearers feem to bow 
under the weight of divine truth J And how evident’ 
did it now appear that they received and felt them, 
* not as the word of man, but as the word of God !’? 
» December 16: There was much affection and com 
cern in the affembly ;: efpecially one woman appears 
ed in great dittrefs.. She was brought to fuch an- 
agony-in feeking after Chrift, that the fweat ran of 
her face for a confiderable time, although the even- 
ing was very cold ;-and her bitter cries were the moft: 

_ affecting indication of the inward anguifh of her 
heart. 

Saturday, December 21. My people having now 
attained-to a confiderable degree of knowledge in the 
principles of chriftianity, I thought it proper to fet: 
up a catechetical le@ure;:and this evening attempted 
fomething in. that form, propofing. queftions to them, 
receiving their anfwers, and then explaining and in- 
filing as appeared proper.upon each queftion.. After’ 
which I endeavoured to make fome practical improve- 
ment of the whole.—They were able readily and ra- 
tionally to anfwer many inyportant queftions: fo that 
[found their: knowledge to exceed my expectations. 
-——In the improvement of my difcourfe, when-T: 
came to open the bleflednefs of thofe who have fo 
great and glorious-a God, as had been fpoken- of, 
“ for their everlafting friend and portion,’ fundry 
were much affected; and efpecially when I exhort- 
ed them ‘to be reconciled to God,” through his 
dear Son, and ¢bus to fecure an intereft in his ever 
lating favour. : 

Lord’s-day, December 22. 1 difcourfed upon the 
ftory of the young man in the gofpel, Matt. ix. 16. 
—22. God made it a feafonable word to fome fouls. 
. After my labours with the Indians, I’ fpent fome 
time in writing; and was much wearied with tlre 
labours of the dor, I am confcious to myfelf that my 
labours are as great and conftant as my nature will 
bear, and that ordinarily 1 go to the extent of my 

‘ N 2 {trength ; 
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ftrength; fo that I do all I can, but the mifery is, } 
do not labour with that heavenly temper, that fingle 
eye to the glory of God that I long for. Hh 
‘There were fundry perfons of the Indians newly 

come here, who had frequently lived among Qua. 
_kers; and being more civilized than the generality. of 
the Indians, they had imbibed.fome of the Quakers’ 
errors, efpecially this, That if men. would ‘but live 
according to the dictates. of their own confciences, 
(or the light within,) there is no doubt of their falva- 
tion. Thefe perfons I found much worfe to deal 
with than thofe who are wholly under pagan dark. 
nefs, who make no pretences to knowledge in chrif- 
tianity, nor have any /é//-righteous foundation to ftand 
zwpon. However, they all, except one, appeared 
‘now convinced, that this was not fufficient to falva» 
tion; fince Chrift himfelf had declared it fo in the 
eale of the young man: and feemed in fome mea- 
fure concerned to obtain that change of heart which 
I had been labouring to fhew them the neceflity of. 

- This was likewife a feafon of comfort to fome fouls, 
and in particular to one, who never before obtained 
any fettled comfort. e 
When I came to inquire of her, how fhe got re. 

lief from the diftreffes fhe had lately been under, the 
anfwered in broken Englifh*, ‘ Me try; me try, 
fave myfelf, laft my ftrength be all gone, (meaning 
her ability to fave herfelf,) could not me ftir bit fur. 

“ther. Den laft, me.forced let Jefus Chrift alone, 
fend me hell if he pleafe.”” I faid, * But you was not 
willing to go to hell, was you?” She replied, 
« Could not me help it. My: heart he would. wick- 
ed for all. Could not me make him good.” I afked 
her, ‘* How fhe got out of this cafe?” She anfwered 

fill 

* In proper English thus, ‘* I tried and tried to save myself, 
till at last my strength was all gone, and I could not stir any 
further. Then at last I was forced to let Jesus Christ alone to 
send me to hell if he pleased.” 
¢ In plain English thus, *¢I could nOthelp it. My heart 

would be wicked for all | could do, I could not make it good.” 
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fill in the’ fame broken language*, “ By by, my 
heatt be grad defperately.” I afked her, “*‘ Why her 
heart was glad”? She replied, «¢ Grad my heart Jefus 
Chritt do what you pleafe with me. Den me tink, 
grad my heart Jefus Chrift fend me to hell. Did not 
me care where he put me, me love him for all.” 
And fhe could not readily be convinced, but that 

fhe was willing to go to hell, if Chrift was pleafed to 
fend her there ; though the truth evidently was, her 
will was fo {wallowed up in the divine will, that fhe” 
could not frame any hell in her imagination that 
would be dréadful, provided it was the will of God 
to fend her to it. 
December 25. The Indians having been ufed upon 

Chritmas-days, to drink and revel among the white 
people, I thought proper to call them together, and 
difcourfe to them upon divine things; which I ac- 
cordingly did frem the parable of ‘the barren fig. 
tree, Luke xiii. 6—9. The power of God appeared 
in the affembly, by awakening feveral ftupid crea- 
tutes, ti:ot were fearce ever moved with any con- 
cern bet And the impreflions made tpon the 
afembl.; :. general, feemed net fuperficial, but deep 
and heart-affecting. O, how. ready did they appear 
to comply with every thing they were convinced 
was their duty ! God was in the midft of us of a truth, 
bowing and melting ftubborn hearts! How many 
tears and fobs were then to be feen and heard among 
us! What livelinefs and ftrict attention! What ea- 
gernefs and intenfenefs of mind! They feemed to : 
watch and wait for the dropping of God’s. word, as - 
the thirfty earth for the ‘* former and latter rain.” 
December 26. This evening I was vifited by a 

perfon under great fpiritual exereife. She was a 
woman: of more than pt years old, and appear. 
edto be much broken and very childifb through Be 

N 2 ) 

ww «6 * “ By and by my heart was exceeding glad.—_——My heart 
was slad t hat Jesus Christ would do with me what he pleased. 
Then 1 thought my hepct would be glad, although Christ should 
tend me to hell. 1 did not care where he put me, I should love 
lum for all; i, «. do what be: would with me,” 

a 
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fo that it feemed impoflible for man to inftil into her fla 
mind any notions of divine things.—She was. led by ed 
the hand into my houfe, and appeared in extreme ho’ 
anguifh. .I afked her what ailed her? She anfwer. of 
ed, «* That her heart was diftrefled, and fhe feared anc 
fhe fhould never -find Chrift.”’ I afked her, when aff 
fhe began to be concerned? She anfwered to this ef. ‘ 
feé&. That fhe had heard me preach many times, but mil 
never * felt it in her heart’ till the laft Sabbath ; and . “ak 
then it came, fhe faid, ‘all one as if a needle had app 
been thruft into her heart;?’ fince which- time the fie. 
had no reft day or night. She added, that on the feel 
eyening before Chriftmas, a number of Indians being that 
together at the houfe where fhe was, and difcourfing | nig] 
about Chrif, their talk pricked her heart, fo that the L 
aould not fit up, but fell down on her bed; at which cate 
time fhe went away, (as fhe exprefled it) and felt as 
if fhe dreamed, and yet is. confident fhe did not 
dream. When fhe was thus gone, fhe faw, the fays, 
two. paths, one appeared very broad, and crooked, 
and that turned to the left hand. . The other appeared 
ftrait and very narrow, and that went up the hill 
to the right hand. She travelled, the faid,, for fome 
time up the narrow right-hand path, till at length 
fomething feemed to obftruct her journey. She 
fometimes called. it darknefs, and. fometimes feemed 
to compare it to a block or bar. She then remen- 
bered, fhe fays, what fhe had heard me fay about 
‘‘ {triving to enter in at the ftrait gate,” (although the 
took little notice of it at the time) and thought he 
would climb over this bar, But juft as fhe was think. 
ing of this, fhe came back again, as fhe termed it, 
‘meaning that fhe came to herfelf; whereupon her 
foul was extremely diftrefled, apprehending fhe had 
now turned back and forfaken Chrift, and that there 
was therefore no hope of mercy for her. 

*. I then propofed to her the provifion made in the 
gofpel for the falvation of finners, and the ability aad 
willingnefs of Chrift “to fave to the uttermoft all” 
(old as well as young) “that come to him.” To 
which fhe feemed to give a hearty affent. whe vs 
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ftantly replied, “ Ay, but I cannot tome; my wick- 
ed heart will not come to Chrift; I do not know 
how to come.” And this fhe fpoke in anguith 
of fpirit, ftriking her breaft, with tears in her eyes, 
and with fuch carnefine/s in her looks as was indeed 
affecting. 
She feems to be really convinced of her fin and 

mifery, and her need of a change of heart; and her 
concern is abiding and conftant: fo that nothing 
appears but that this exercife may have a faving if- 
fue. And indeed there is ground to hope for it, 
feeing fhe is folicitous to obtain an intereft in Chrift, 
bse a heart, (as fhe expreffes it) prays day and. 
night. 
December 28. I difcourfed to my people in the 

catechetical method I lately entered upon. And in 
the improvement of my difcourfe, wherein I was 
comparing man’s prefent with his primitive ftate; and 
prefling finners to take a view of their deplorable 
circumitances without Chrift; as alfo to frive that 
they may obtain an intereft in him; the Lord grant- 
eda remarkable influence of his blefféd Spirit, and 
there was a great concern in the aflembly: many 
were melted into tears, and the impreflions made 
upon them feemed deep and heart affecting. And in 
particular, there were two or three perfons who ap- 

_ peared to be reduced almoft to-extremity ; being con- 
vinced of the impoffibility of helping themfelves, or 
mending their own hearts; and upon the point of 
giving up all hope in them/elves, and venturing upon 
Chrift as naked, helplefs, and undone. 
_ Lord’s-day, December 29. I preached from John 
it, 1——5, A number of white people were prefent,. as 
is ufual upon the Sabbath. The difcourfe feemed to 
have a filent, but deep and piercing influence upon the 
audience. Many wept and fobbed affectionately. 
And there were fome tears among the white people 
as well as the Indians. Some could not refrain from 
crying owt. But the impreflions made upon their 
hearts, appeared -chiefly by the extraordinary earneft- 

nefs 
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nefs of ‘their attention, and their heavy fighs and 
tears. 

After public worfhip was over, I went to 
houfe, propofing to preach again after a fhort inter. 
miffion. But they foon came in one after another, 
with tears in their eyes, to know ‘ what they fhould 
do to be faved.” The divine Spirit in fuch a 
rnanner, fet home upon their hearts what I {poke to 
them, that the houfe was foon filled with cries and 
groans. They all flocked together upon this oc- 
cafion,‘and thofe whom I had reafon to think ina 
Chriftlefs ftate, were almoft univerfally feized with 
concern for their fouls. 

It was an amazing feafon of power among then, 
and feeméd as if God had ‘ bowed the heavens and 
come down.” So aftonifhingly prevalent was the 
operation upon o/d as well as young, that i. “:emed 
as if God*was about to convert all the world, 
I was ready to think ¢hen, that I fhould never again 
defpair of the converfion of any man or woman 
living. : 

It is impoffible to give a juft defcription of the ap. 
pearance of things at this feafon, A number were 
rejoiting that God had not taken away the influence 
of his bleffed Spirit. Refrefhed to fee fo many 
‘¢ ftrivine to enter at the ftrait gate;”’—and ani-, S g 
mated with fuch concern for them, that they wanted 
«¢to pufh them forward,” as fome of them exprefled 
it—At the fame time numbers both of men and 
women, old and young, might be feen in tears, and 
fome in anguifh of fpirit, appearing in their very 
countenances, like condemned alefatinrs going to- 
wards the place of execution: fo that there feemed 
a lively emblem of the folemn.day of accounts; 4 
thixture of heaven and hell, of joy unfpeakable, and 
anguifh inexpreffible, 

The concern was /uch, that I could not pretend to 
have any formal religious exercife among them ; but 
fpent the’ time in difcourfing to one and another, 

- fometimes ail together, and concluded with prayer. 
Such were their circumftances, that I could oe 

ave 
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hs and have half an bour’s reft from {peaking from about half 
es an hour before twelve o’clock, (at which time I be- 

Gee gan public worfhip) till paft even at night. : 
. iret December 30. I was vifited by four or five young 
ny mH perfons under ‘concern for their fouls, moft of whom 
{ ty were very lately awakened. They wept much while 
f ve i | difcourfed to them, and endeavournd to prefs upon 
sap them the neceffity of flying to Chrift, without delay, 
pre = a for falvation. 
. . hei ‘ December 31. I {pent fome hours this day in vi- 
nr ati fiting my people from houfe to houfe: and fcarce 
sina left a houfe, without leaving fome or other of its in- 

he: habitants in tears, folt ufly engaged to obtain an 
3 Abigaeae interet in Chrift. ) 
sep ihe The Indians are now gathered together from all 
ae : d quarters to this place, and-have built them little cot- 
. apert tages, fo that more than ¢eventy families live within 
AR cee! a quarter of a mile of me: a very convenient fitua- 
ye tion in regard of both public and private inftruction. 
Beihetiatacs Wednefday, January 1, 1745-6.—I am this day 
£ th beginning a New Year; and God has carried me 
ah fle through numerous trials and labours in the paft. He 
sede has amazingly fupported my feeble frame; for 

fo iris “having obtained help of God, I continue to this 
° Piet day.” O, that I might live nearer to God, this 
went year than I did the laft! The bufinefs that I have 

been enabled to go through, I. know, has been as 
great as nature could bear up under, and what would 
ave funk me quite without fpecial fupport. But 

alas! though I have done the labours and endured 
the trials, with what fpirit have I done the one, and 
borne the other ? How cold has my heart often been! 
and how little have I eyed the glory of God! I have 
found, that I could have no peace without filling up 
all my time with labours; and thus * neceflity has 
been laid upon me;” yea, in that refpeé, 1 have 
loved to labour: but I could not fenfibly labour for 
God as I would have done. May I for the future 
be enabled more fenfibly to make the glory of God 
my all! 
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This day I fpent fome confiderable time in vif. 

ing my people again, and found fcarce one but what 
was under fome ferious.impreflions. 

January 2. I vifited fome perfons newly come a. 
mong us, who had fcarce ever heard any thing of 
ehriftianity (but thenar’.) I endeavoured to infrug 
them in the firft principles of religion, in the moft eafy 
and familiar manner I could. 
There are ftrangers from remote parts aimoft con. 

tirually dropping in, fo that I. nave occafion re 
panteill’ to open and inculcate the jrf principles of 
chriftianity. — . ; 

Near night I propofed to have proceeded in my 
ufual method of catechifing. But while we were 
engaged in the firft prayer, the power of God came 
upon the aflembly in fo remarkable a manner, and: 
fo many appeared under prefling concern, that | 
thought it much more expedient to infift upon the 
plentiful provifion made. for the redemption of pe 
rifhing finners, and to prefs them to a. fpeedy accep. 
tance of the great falvation,. than to afk them quettions. 
about do&rinal points. 

1 baptized two perfons this day; one adult and’ 
ene child. 

The woman has u.feovered an heavenly frame of 
mind, from her firft reception of comfort. Ono 
morning in particular fhe came to fee me, difcover. 
ing an unufual joy in her countenance; and when] 
inquired the reafon of it, fhe replied, * That God 
had made her feel that it was right for him to do a 
he pleafed with all- things. She moreover ‘inquired, 
whether I was not fent to preach to the Indians, by 
fome good people a great way off. I replied, Yes, 
by the good people~in Scotland. She anfwered, 
that her heart loved thofe good people fo, the even 
ing before, that fhe could fcarce help praying for 
‘them all night, her heart would go to God for 
them.” 
Wednefday, January 8. My heart was drawn 

out after God : my foul was refrefhed and quickened; 
I had great hopes of the ingathering of precious fouls 

to 
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to Chri& : not only among my own people, but others 
allo. I was fweetly refigr . and compofed under 
py bodily weaknefs; and was willing to live or die, 
and defirous to labour for God to the utmoft.of my 
frengt™. 
Friday, January 10. My foul was in a calm, com, 

frame, and my heart filled. with love to all the 
m worlds and chriftian fimplicity and tendernefs feemed 

w prevail and reign with me. Near night, I vifited 
a ferious Baptift-minifter, and had fome agreeable 
gaverfation ‘with him. 
January 13. I was vifited by divers perfons under 

deep concern; one of whom was newly awakened. 
~It is a moft agreeable work to treat with fouls who 
we folicitoufly inquiring ‘‘ what they fhall do to be 
faved.”” And as we are never to * be weary in well- 
ding,’’ fo the obligation is peculiarly ftrong when 
the work is fo lively. Yet my health is fo much 
impaired, and my {fpirits fo wafted with my labours, 
ind folitary manner of living, {there being no human 
qeature in the houfe with me,) that their repeated 
md almoft inceflant application to me for help and 
direction, are fometimes exceeding burdenfome. 
What contributes much toward this difficulty is, 
that Lam obliged to {pend much time communicating 
alittle matter to them; there being often many thin 
neeflary to be premifed, before I can {peak directly 
to what I principally aim at; which things would 
radily be taken for granted, where there was come 
ptency of knowledge. | 
Lord’s-day, January 19. I catechifed in my ordi- 

mary method. Numbers were much affeéted.—Cone 
vidions powerfully revived.—-Divers of the chrif- 
tians, refrefhed and ftrengthened.—One weary heavy 
hides foul, I have reafon to hope was brought to true 
tet and folid comfort in Chrift. Haas 
He told me, he had often heard me fay, that per- 

ong mult /ee and feel themfelves helplefs and undone ; 
that they muit give up all hope of faving themfelves 
by their oevn deéngs, in order to their coming to Chrift 
for falvation. Amd he had long been friving _ 

. this ; 
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this; fuppofing this would be an excellent frame of 
mind: that God would have refpect to this frame, 
‘and beftow eternal life upon him. But when he 
came to feel himfelf in this helplefs undone condition, 
he fourid it quite contrary to all his thoughts: fo 
that it was not the frame, nor indeed any thing Jike the 
frame he had been feeking after. Inftead of its be. 
ing a good frame of mind, he now found nothing but 
badne/s in himfelf, and faw it was for ever impoflible 
for him to make himfelf any better. He was amazed a 
he had never before feen that. it was utterly impofiible ing 
for him, by all his contrivances and endeavours, to pea 
do any thing that way. Inftead of imagining that tain 
God would be pleafed with him for the fake of this I 
frame of mind, he faw clearly it would be juft with was 
God to fend him to eternal mifery ; and that there to ( 
was no goodne/s in what he then felt; for he could not Mim ful 
help feeing, that he was naked, finful, and miferable, had 
and there was nothing in fuch a fight to dcfcrve God's ly a 
love or pity. finn 

In this frame of mind he came to public worhhip éd 
this evening, and while I was inviting finners to come In t 
to Chrift naked and empty, without any goodnefs of ridin 
their own to recommend them to his acceptance; he my | 
thought, that he had often tried to come and give up venl} 
his heart to Chrift, and he ufed to hope, that fome Afte: 
time or other he fhould be able to do fo. But now he and | 
was convinced he could not, and it feemed utterly vain ‘difpe 
for him ever to try any more ; nor did he now hope for ever 
a better opportunity hereafter, as he had formerly coun: 
done, ‘becaufe he faw, and was fully convinced, his pofur 
own ftrength would for ever fail. earth! 
- While he was mufing in this manner, he faw, eM ¢f jut 

' faid, with his heart (which is a common phraleH to th 
among them) fomething that was unfpeakably good] viewe 
and lovely, and, what he had never feen before; andi the n 
*‘ this ftole'away his heart whether he would or no.”— God 
He did not, he faid, know what it was he faw. Hel tualit: 
did not fay, “this is Jefus Chrift ;” but:it was fuchi there: 
glory and beauty as he never faw before. ‘He didnot Jan 
now give away his heart /o as he had formerly ail iq tin 
tempted to do, but it went away of itfelf after that gle 
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‘ he then difcovered, he ufed to try to make a bar- 

in with Chirift, to give up his heart to him, that he 
might have eternal life for #*. But now he thought 
nothing about himfelf, but his mind was wholly taken 
oP os the unfpeakable excellency of what he thea 

e e P 

Aftet fome time he was wonderfully pleafed witk 
the way of falvation by Chrift: fo that it feemed un- 
fpeakably better to be faved rs ng by the mere free 
ace of God in Chrift, than to have any hand in fav. 

ing himfelf.—_— And the confequence is, that he ap- 
pears to retain a relifh of divine things, and to main- 
tain a life of true religion.’ 

Lord’s-day, January 26. After public worfhip, I 
was ina {weet and folemn frame of mind, thankful 
to God that he had made me in fome meatfure faith- 

- fal in addreffing precicus fouls, but grieved that I 
fad been no more fervent in my work; and tender- 
ly affected towards all the world, longing that every 
finner might be faved; and could not have entertain- 
éd any bitternefs towards the worft enemy living: 
In the evening, I rode to Elifabeth-Town: while 
riding I was almtoft conftantly engaged in lifting up 

. my heart to God, left I fhould lofe that fweet hea- 
venly folemnity and compofure of foul I enjoyed. 
Afterwards, I was pleafed, to think, that God reigneths 
and thought, I could never be uneafy with any of his 
‘difpenfations: but muft be entirely fatisfied, what- 
ever trials he fhould caufe me or his church to en- 
counter. I never felt more divine ferenity and com- 
pofure of mind: I could freely have left the deareft 
eatthly friend, for the fociety of * angels and {pirits 
ef juft men made perfect :”” my affections foared aloft 
to the blefled Author of every dear enjoyment. I 
viewed thé emptinefs and .unfatisfactory nature of 
the moft defirable earthly objects, any further than 
God is feen in them:' and longed for a life of fpiri- 
tuality and inward purity; without which, I faw, 
there could be_no true pleafure. , 

January :28. The Indians in thefe parts havin 
‘ig times pait run: themfelves in debt by: their excef=_ 

X. : : five 
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five drinking ; and fome having taken the advantage 
of them, and arrefted versity of them; whereby it 
was fuppofed their hunting la nds might {peedily be 
taken from them; I being fenfible that they could 
not fubfift together in thefe parts, if thefe lands fhould 
drop out of their hands, thought it my duty to ufe my 
utmoft eadeavours to prevent it. And having ac. 
quainted the gentlemen concerned in this mifion, with 
the affair, they thought it proper to expend the mo. 
ney they had been collecting for the religious interefts 
of the Indians, (at leaft a pert of it,) for the difcharg. 
ing of their debts, and fecuring thefe lands.—And 
having received orders from them, I anfwered, iy 
behalf of the Indians, Eighty-two pounds five /rillingr, 
New-Jerfey currency. 

January 31. This day the perfon I had engaged 
for a uly sit among the Indians, arrived among 
us, and was heartily welcomed by my people — 
Whereupon I diftributed feveral dozen of primerz, 
among the children and young people. BA 

February 1, 1745-6. My {chool-mafter entered 
‘upon his bufinefs among tHe Indians.—He has gene. 
rally about thirty children and young perfons in his 

- f{chool in the day-time, and about fifteen married peo- 
ple gels evening-fchool. The number of the latter 
fort of perfons being lefs than it would be, if they 
could be more conftant at home. 

In the evening, I catechifed in my ufual method. 
Towards the clofe of my difcourfe, a furprifing power 
feemed to attend the word. One man confiderably 
in years, who had been a remarkable drunkard, a 
conjurer and murderer, that was awakened. fome 
‘months before, was now brought to great extremity, 
fo that he trembled for hours together, and appre- 
shended himfelf juft dropping into hell, without, any 
power to refcue or relieve himfelf.—Divers others 
appeared under great concern, as well as he, and fo- 
lici.ous to obtain a faving change. 3 

*  [Monday,: February 10. He fet out on a journey 
to the Forks of Delaware, to vifit the Indians there. 
_He performed the journey under great weaknefs, and 
mae: »  fometimes 
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fometimes was exercifed with much pain. He artivs: 
ed at his own houfe at the Forks, on Friday.) 
I baptized three perfons, two adults, and one child. 

There was a confiderable melting in the affembly, 
while I was adminiftering the ordinance. 
God has been pleafed to own and blefs the admi~ 

filtration of this, as well as of his other ordinances, 
among the Indians. There are fome here that have’ 
been powerfully awakened at feeing others baptized. 
And fome that have obtained relief and comtfort, jut 
in feafon when this ordinance has been adminif. 
tered. 

Toward night I catechifed. God made this a pow. 
erful feafon. ‘There were many affeéted.—Former 
convictions were powerfully revived. There was 
likewife one, who had: been a vile drurkard, re- 
matkably awakened. He appeared to be in great 
anguifh of foul, wept and trembled, and continued 
fo to do till near midnight.———-There- was alio a poor 
heavy laden foul, who had been long under fpiritual 
ditrefs, that was. now brought to a comfortable ca/m,. 

-and told me, * She now faw and felt it was rigist 
God fhould do with her as he pleafed.”” And adued, 
that the heavy burden the had lain under, was now re- 
moved: that fhe felt fhe never could do any thing to: 
fave herfelf, but mu(ft perifh for ever if Chrilt did 
not do all for her. But Chrift could fave her, though 
fhe could do nothing to fave herfelf. | 
Lord’s-day, February 16.. Knowing that divers of 

_the Indians in thofe parts. were obftinately fet againft 
-chriftianity, I thought it proper to have fome of my 
people from Crofweekfung with me, i: order to. 
converfe with them; hoping it might be a means to 
precoen them of the truth, to fee and hear fome of 

| their own nation difcourfing on divine things, and ma- 
nifefting earneft defires that others might be brought 

| out of Heathenifh darknefs, as thernfelves werc. 

| 

| And having taken balf a doxen of the moft ferious 
and. knowing perfons, 1 this day met with them, and 
| the Indians of this place, (fundry of whom could not 
have been prevailed stir” to attend the meeting, wes 
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‘it not. been for thefe Indians that aceompanied me,) 
and preached to them.—Some of them who had, in 
times paft, been extremely averfe to chriftianity, now 
behaved foberly ; though others laughed and mocked, 
However the word of God fell with fuch weight and 
power, that feveral feemed to be ftunned, and ex. 
prefled a willingnefs to ‘* hear me again of thefe 
mMatters.’? 

a\fter public worfhip I {pent fome time to convince 
thofe that mocked, of. the truth and. importance of 
what I had been infiting upon; and I had reafon to 
think, that my endeavours took effect upon one of 
the worft of them. : ; 

Thofe few Indians then prefent, who ufed to be 
_ my hearers in thefé parts, (fome having removed 
from hence to Crofweekfung,) feemed glad to fee me 
again, although they had been fo much attacked by 
fome of, the oppofing Pagans, that they were almoft 
afraid to manifeft their friendfhip. ! : 

In the evening, I was ina compofed frame of 
mind. It was exceeding refrefhing to think, that 
God had been with me, affording me fome good 
meafure of affiftance. I found freedom in prayer and 
thankfgiving to God ; and found my foul {weetly en-' 
Jarged in prayer for my dear friends and acquaintance. 
Blefled -be the name of the Lord, that ever I am en- 
abled to do any thing for his intereft, and kingdom. 
Blefled be God who enables me to be faithful. I 
enjoyed mare refolution for God, and more refrefh- 
ment of: fpirit, than 1 have beén favoured with for 

February 17. I difcourfed from Aés viii. 5~8. 
A divine influence. feemed to attend the word. Sun- 
dry of the Indians here appeared to be fomewhat 
awakened, and manifefted a concern by their. ear- 
neft attention, tears and fobs. My people from 
Crofweekfung continued with.them day and night, 
repeating ‘and inculcating the truths I had taught 
them: and fometimes prayed and fung pfalms among 
them ;. difcourfing with each other, in their hearing 
of the great things God had done for them, and - 
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( 161 ) 
the Indians from whence they came: which feemed 
to take more effect upon them, than when they di- 
rected. their difcourfes immediately to them. 
February 18. I preached to an affembly of Irith 

people near fifteen miles diftant from the Indians. 
February 19. .I preached to the Indians again, 

after having fpent a confiderable time in converfing 
with them privately. There appeared a great fo- 
lemnity, and fome concern and affection among the 
Indians belonging to thefe parts, as well as a {weet 
melting among thofe who came with me.———Divers 
of the Indians here feemed to have their prejudices 
removed, and appeared well difpofed to hear the 
word of God. , 

_ February 20. I preached to a fmall affembly of 
High-Dutch people, who, had feldom heard the 
goipel preached, and were (fome of them at leat) 
very ignorant; but divers of them have lately been 
put. upon an inquiry after the way of falvation. 
They gave wonderful attention,’ and fome_of. them 
were much affected, and afterwards faid, (as I was 
informed.) that they never had been fo much en- 
lightened: about the way of falvation in their whole 
lives before. ‘They requefted me to tarry with them, 
or come again and.preach to them. And it grieved. 
me that I could not comply with their requeft; for 
I could not but be affected with their circumftances ; 
they being as theep “ not having a fhepherd.”’ 

February 21. I preached to a number of people,. 
many of. them Low-Dutch. Sundry of the fore- 
mentioned High-Dutch. attended the fermon, though 
tight or ten miles diftant from their houfes.——Di-. 
vers of the Indians alfo belonging to thefe parts,. 
came of their own accord (with my people from 
Crofweekfung) to the meeting: two in particular, 
who in the laft Sabbath, oppofed and ridiculed 
chriftianity. Mee yo 
February 22. I preached to the Indians... They, 

femed more free from prejudice, and sore cordial. 
to chriftianity. than before, and fome appeared. much. 
afiected. . | 
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( 162 ) 
My fpirits were fupported, though my bodily 

Rrength' was much wafted. O, that God would be 
gracious to the fouls of thefe poor Indians ! 

God has been very gracious to: me this week: he 
has enabled me to preach every day 3 and has given 
me fome affiftance, and: encouraging profpect of fuc. 
cefs in almoft every fermon. Bleffed be his name, 
Divers of the white people have been awakened this 
week; fundry of the Indians much cured of the pre. 
judices and jealoufies they had conceived again 
chriftianity, and fome feemed to be really, awa. 
kened. 

[The next day he left the Forks of Delaware, to 
return to Crofweekfung ; and fpent the whole week 
till Saturday, before he arrived there ; but preached 
by the way every day, excepting one; and was 
feveral times greatly affifted: and had much inward 
comfort and earneft longings to fill up his time with 
the fervice of God. 
Lord’s-day, March 2, Some of my people who 

went up to the Forks of Delaware with me, being 
now returned, were accompanied by two of: the 
Indians belonging to the Forks, who had’ pro. 
mifed. me a fpeedy vifit. ‘They can fcarce go into a 
houfe now, but they will meet with chriflian con- 
verfation, whereby they may be both inftructed and 
awakened. mo 

1 know of no affembly of chriftians, where there 
feems to be fo much of the: prefence of God, ‘where 
brotherly love fo much prevails; asin my own’ congre- 
gation: although not more than- nine months ago, 
they were worthippiag devilsand dumb idols, under the 
power of Pagan darknefs and fuperftition.. Amaze 
ing change! effected by nothing lefs than divine 
power and grace! | 

Thejr prefent fituation is fo compacé. and com- 
modious, that they are quickly called. together with 
only the found of a conk-fhell, (a fhell like that of a 
periwinkle) fo that they have frequent opportunities 
ofattending religious exercifes publicly : which feems 
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( 163 ) 
tobe a great means, under God, of keeping alive theib 

| jmpréeffions of divine things. 
Thurfday, March 6. I walked alone in the even- 

ing, and enjoyed comfort in prayer, beyond what I 
have of late enjoyed: my foul rejoiced in my pilgri- 
nage-flate. I was delighted with the jthought of la- 

| bouring and enduring hardnefs for God: and confided 
in God that he * never would leave me nor forfake 

O, may | obtain mercy 
of God to be faithful, to my dying moment ! 
March 8. I catechifed in the evening. My peo 

ple anfwered the queftions propofed to them well. 
} can petceive their knowledge in religion ° ins 
creafes daily. And what is {till more defirable, 
the divine influence among them, appears ftill to 
continue. The divine prefence feemed to be in the 
alembly this evening, Some, who are chriftians 

_ indeed, were melted with a fenfe of the divine good. 
refs, and their own barrennefs and ingratitude. —— 
Convictions. alfo appeared to revive in feveral ; ‘fo it 
might juftly be called “an evening of power.” 

ord’s day, March 9. 1- preached from Luke x 
§§—42.- The word of God was attended with 
mergy. Numbers were affected and concerned to 
obtain the one thing needful. Several that have given 

d evidences of being truly gracious, were much 
afected with a fenfe of their want of fpirituality ; 
and faw the need they ftood in of growing in grace. 
And moft that had had any impreffions of divine 
things in times paft, now felt thofe impreffions re. 
vived. ; 

In the afternoon, I propofed to have catechifed in 
my ufual method. But while’ we were engaged in 
the firft prayer,, in the Indian language, (as-ufual,) a 
great part of the affembly was fo much moved, that 
I thought it proper to omit the queftions, and infift 
upon the moft practical truths, 
There appeared to be a powerful influence in the 

congregation. Thofe truly pious, were fo deeply 
affected with a fenfe of their own barrenne/s, and 
their own unworthy treatment of the blefled Re- 

ye deemer, 



( 16% ) 
deemer, that they Jooked on him as pierced by them. 
felves, and mourned, yea, fome of them were in bitter. 
nefs as for a firf born.—Some poor awakened finners 
alfo appeared to be in anguith of foul to obtain an 
intereft in Chrift. So that there was ‘a great mourning 
in the aflembly : many heavy groans and tears, and 
one or two perfons newly come among us, were con- 

’ fiderably awakened, | 
After public worfhip many came to my houfe, 

where we fung and difcourfed; and the prefence of, 
God feemed here alfo to be in the midft of us. | 

_ While we were finging, there was one, (the woman 
mentioned in my Journal of February 9;): who, L 
may venture to fay, was ‘filled with joy unfpeaka. 
ble and full of glory,” and could not but burft forth 
in prayer and praifes to God before us all, with many. 
tears, crying fometimes in Englifh, and. fometimes in 
Indian, * O, blefled Lord, do come, do come! O, do 
take me away, do let me die and go to Jefus Chrik! 
I am afraid if 1 live I fhall fin again! O; do let me 
die now! O, dear Jefus, do come! I cannot ftay, I 
cannot ftay! O, how can I live in this world! do 
take my foul away from this finful: place !* O, let me 
never fin any more !”’—In this ecftafy fhe continued 
fome time, uttering thefe and fuch like expreffions 
inceflantly.. 
When fhe had a little recovered, I afked her, if 

Chrift was now {weet to her foul ? Whereupon, turn. 
ing to me with tears in her eyes, and with all. the 
tokens of deep humility, the faid,. “-1,haye many 
times heard you fpeak of the goodnefs and the {weet 
nefs of Chrift, that he was better than all the world. | 
But O! I knew nothing of what you meant, I never 

believed you! I never believed you! But now I 
know it is true!”—TI anfwered, And do you fee 
enough in Chrift for.the greateft of finners ? She re 
plied, «QO! enough, enough! for all the finners in 
the world, if they would but come.”? And when I 
afked her, if fhe could not tell them of the goodnels 
of Chriit: turning herfelf about to fome poor Chrif. 
lefs fouls who ftood by, and were much allege’, 
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( 165 ) 
fiid, “O! there is enough in Chrift for you, if you 
would but come! OQ, ftrive, ftrive to give up your 
hearts to him !”"——And ‘upon hearing fomething of 
the glory of heaven mentioned, fhe again fell into 
the fame ecftafy, repeating her former expreffions, 
«0, dear Lord, do let me go! O, what fhall I do, 

what fhall I do; 1 want to go to Chrift! I cannot 
jive! Q, do let me die !” 
She continued in this fweet frame for more than 

two hours, before fhe was well able to get home. 
Iam ienfible there.may be great joys, where there 

is no fubftantial evidence of their being well-grounded. 
But in the prefent cafe there feemed to be no evidence 
wanting, in order to prove this joy to be divine, et- 
ther in regard of its preparatives, attendants, or cone 
fequents. 
Of all the perfons I have feen I fcarce ever faw one 

more bowed and broken under convictions of fin than 
| this woman: nor fearce any who feemed to have a 

ter acquaintance. with her own heart than fhe had, 
he would frequently complain to me of the hardnefs 

and rebellion of her heart—That her heart was not 
villing to come, to Chrift. for falvation, but tried every 
where elfe for help. 
And as flie was remarkably fenfible of her ftub- 

bornnefs under conviction, fo fhe appeared to be no 
les remarkably reconciled to divine grace, before fhe 
obtained any relief. Since which fhe has conftantly 
breathed the. f{pirit and temper of a new creature ; 
crying after Chrift, not through fear of ell as before, 
but with ftrong defires after him as her only fatisfyin 
portion; and as many times wept bitterly, becaufle 
fhe could not love him.—When I have fometimes - 
afked her, Why fhe appeared fo forrowful, and 
whether it was becaufe fhe was afraid of hell? She 
would anfwer, “No, I be not diftrefled about thut ; 
but my heart’ is fo wicked I cannot love Chrift ;” and 
thereupon burft out into tears—-But although this 
has ‘been the habitual frame of her mind for feveral 
weeks, yet fhe never had any remarkable comfort 
ull this evening. a 
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( 166 ). 
The attendants of this comfort, were fuch as abug 

dantly difcovered that it was truly ‘ joy in the Holy 
Ghoft.””—- Vow. fhe viewed divine truths as living 
realities ; and could fay, ‘I know thefe things are 
fo, I feel they are true !’———-Mow her foul was refign. 
ed to the divine will in the moft tender points; { 
that when I faid to her, What if God fhould take 
away your hufband from. you, (who was then fick,) 
how do you think you eould bear that? She replied, 
“‘ He belongs to God, and not to me; he may do! 
with him juft what he pleafes.’"—Now fhe had the 
moft tender fenfe of the evil of fin, and difcoveredi 
the utmoft averfion to it.—Now: fhe could freely truf 

_her ail with God' for time and eternity. And when 
I queried with her, how fhe could be willing to die, 
and leave her little infant: and what fhe thought 
would become of it in‘cafe-fhe fhould ?* She anfwer. 

_ ed, ** God will take eare of it. It belongs to him, 
he will take care of it.’’=-Now fhe appeared to have 
the moft humbling fenfe of her own unworthinefs 
and inability to preferve herfelf from fin, and to per. 
fevere in holinefs, And I thought I had never feen, 
fuch an appearance: of ecfa/y: and humility meeting in 
any one perfon. | ee 

The confequents of this joy are no lefs defirable 
than its attendants. She fince appears to be a mot 
tender, broken-hearted, affectionate, devout, and 
humble chriftian, as exemplary in life and: converfa- 
tion as any perfon in my congregation. i 

March 10. ‘Towards night the Indians met toge-. 
ther of their own accord,. and fang, prayed, and dif- 
courfed of divine things. At this time’ there was 
much affection among them.: Some appeared to be 
melted with divine things, and: forme others feemed 
much. concerned for their fouls. , 

I baptized the woman mentioned in my Journal o 
laft' Lord’s-day ; who appeared to bein a devout, 
humble, and excellent frame of mind. — 
My houfe being thronged with people in the even- 

ing, I fpent the time with them, till my nature was 
almoft fpent.—They are fo unwearied in religious 
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( 167 ) 
qeroifes, and unfatiable in their thirftings after Chrift 
jias knowledge, that 1 can fometimes f{carce avoid 
labouring fo, as greatly to exhauft my ftrength and 
pirits. ' iy 
March 19. Some of the perfons that went with 
me to the Forks of Delaware, having been detained 
there by the dangerous illnefs of one of their company, 
returned home -this day. Whereupon my people 
met together of their own accord, to give thanks to 
God for his preferving goodnefs to thofe who had 
heen abfent from them for feveral weeks, and reco- 
vering mercy to him that had been fick. : 
Lord’s-day, March 23. ‘There being about fifteen 

frangers, adult perfons, come among us in the week 
pat, divers of whom had never been in any reli- 

B gious meeting till now, I thought it proper to dif- 
courfe this day in a manner peculiarly fuited to their 
grcumftances, and accordingly attempted it from 
Hof. xiii. 9. in the forenoon opening in the plaineft 
manner I could, man’s apoftacy and ruined ftate, 
after having {poken fome things refpecting the being 
and perfections of God, and his creation of man in 
a ftate of uprightnefs and happinefs. In the after. — 
noon, I endeavoured to open the glorious provifion 
God has made for the redemption of apoftate crea- 
tures, E 

Near fun-fet I felt an uncommon concern upon my 
mind, efpecially for the poor frangers : 1 vifited fundry 
houfes, and difcourfed with them feverally, but with- 
out much appearance of fuccefs, till I came to a houfe 
where divers of the ftrangers were; and there the 
word took effeé, firlt upon fome children, then upon 
divers adult.perfons that had been fomewhat awaken- 
ed before, and afterwards upon feveral of the Pagan 
frangers. | 

Icontinued my difcourfe till almoft every one in 
the houfe was melted into tears; and divers wept 
aloud, and appeared earneftly concerned to obtain 
an intereft in Chrift. Upon this, numbers foon ga- 
thered from all the houfes round about, and fo _ 

to 



(168) | 
to. the ‘houfe where we ufually meet for public 
worfhip. The congregation gathering immediately, 
and many appearing remarkably affected, I difcourfed 
fome time from Luke xix. 10, endeavouring’ to open 
the mercy, compaflion, and concern of Chrift for /of, 

cfs, and undone finners. 
here was much vilible concern in the affembly, 

and I doubt not but a divine influence accompanied 
‘what was fpoken to the hearts of many. There were 
five or fix of the rangers (men and women) who ap. 
peared to be confiderably awakened. And in parti. 
cular one very hardened young man, who feemed as if 
nothing would move him, was now brought to trem. 
ble like the jailor, and weep for a long time. 

The Pagans that were awakened feemed at once to 
put off their favage roughnefs, and became fociable, 
orderly, and bumane. When they firft came, | 
exhorted my. people to take pains with’ them (as 
they had done with other ftrangers from time to 
time) to inftrué& them in chriftianity. But when 
fome of them attempted it, the ftrangers would foon 
rife up and walk -to other houfes. Whereupon fome 
of the ferious perfons agreed to difperfe themfelves 
into the feveral parts of the fettlement: fo that 
wherever the frangers went, they met with warm 
addrefles refpecting their fouls’ concern. But row 

ere was no need of ufing policy in order to get an 
opportunity of converfing with them: for they were 
fo touched with a fenfe of their perifhing ftate, as 
tamely to yield to the clofe# addreffes, refpecting their 
fin and mifery, and their need of an acquaintance with 
the great Redeemer. by 

Monday, March 24. 1 numbered the Indians, to 
fee how many fouls God had gathered together here 
fince my coming ; and found there was now about an 
hundred and thirty perfons, old and young. And fur 
dry of thofe that are my ftated hearers, perhaps /i- 
teenor twenty, were abfent at this feafon. Wherea 
few were together at my firft coming into thefe parts 
the whole number not amounting to ten perfons. 

My 
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( 169 ) 
My people going out this day to clear fome of their 

lands, above fifteen miles diftant, in order to their 
fettling there i we ‘where they might attend the 
public worfhip of God, have their children fchooled, 

- and at the fame time have a conveniency for planting 5 
I thought it proper to call them together, and thew 
them the duty of labouring ‘with faithfulnefs and in- 
duftry: and that. they mult not now “ be flothfal in 
bufinefs,” as they had ever been in their Pagan ftate. 
And having given them directions for their work, 
aid recommended them to God, I difmiffed them to 
their bufinefs. . 

In the evening, I read and expounded the fub- 
flance of the third.chapter of the Acts. Numbers 
femed to melt under the word.———When I afked 
them afterwards, whether they did not now feel that 
their hearts were wicked ? One replied, ‘* Yes, fhe felt 
it now.” Although before fhe came here, fhe had 
faid, ** Her heart was not wicked, and fhe never had 
done any thing that was bad in her life.” And #his in- 
deed feems to be the café with them, univerfally in the 
Pagan ftate. ; 
‘They feem to have no con/fciou/ne/s of fin and guilt, 

unlefs they can charge themielves with fome gro/s a&s 
of fin. : 
Monday, March 24. After the Indians were gone 

to their work, I got alone, and poured out my foul 
to God, that he would fmile upon thefe feeble be- 
ginners, and that he would fettle an Indian town, 
that might be the mountain of boline/s; and found my 
foul much refrefhed, and much enlarged for Zion’s 
intereft, and for numbers of dear friends in particular. 
My finking fpirits were revived, and I felt animated 
inthe fervice God has called me to. This was the 
deareft hour I have enjoyed for many days, if not 
weeks, 1 found an encouraging hope that fome- 
thing would be done for God, and that God would 
wife and help me in his work. And O, how fweet 
were the thoughts of labouring for God, when I had , 
any hope that ever I se fucceed ! 

i 
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_ [The next day, his /chool-mafter was taken fick with 
a pleurify ; and he {pent great part of the remainder 
of. this week attending him: which in his weak 
ftate was almoft too much for him: he being obliged 
conftantly to wait upon him, all day, from day to 
day, and to lie on the floor at night. His dpirits funk 
in a confiderable degree, with his bodily ftrength, 
under this burden. ] 

‘March 29.- In the evening I catechifed as ufual, 
—Treating upon the * benefits which believers re. 
ceive from Chrift’s death.’———The queftions were 
anfwered with great readinefs and propriety. And thofe 
who, I have reafon to think, are the people of God, 
were {weetly melted in general. ‘There appeared 
fuch a livelinefs and vigour in their attendance upon 
the word of God, and fuch eagernefs to be made 
partakers of the denefits then mentioned, that they 
feemed to be not only “ looking for, but haftening 
to the coming of the day of God.” Divine truths 
feemed to diftill upon the audience with a gentle, but 
melting efficacy, as the refrefhing ‘ fhowers upon 
the new mown grafs. The aflembly in general 
as well as thofe who appear truly religious, were 
affected with an account of the bleflednefs of the god- 
ly at death: and moft then difcovered an affectionate 
inclination to cry, ‘ Let me die the death of the 
righteous.” ‘ 

March 31. I called my people together, as I had 
done the Monday morning before, and difcourfed to 
them again on the neceflity of their labouring induf- 
trioufly, in order to their living together and enjoy- 
ing the means of grace. And having engaged in fo- 
lemn prayer to God among them, [I difmiifed them 
to their work. 

Numbers of them (both men and women) offered 
themfelves willingly to this fervice; and fome ap- 
peared aifectionately concerned that God might go 
with them, and begin their Jist/e town for them: that 
by his bleffing it might b2 a place comfortable for 
them, and theirs, in regard both of procuring the ne 
ecflazies of life, and of attending the worfhip of God. 

a Wednefday, 
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Wednefday. April 2. I was exercifed with a {pi- 

titlefs frame of mind. Alas! my days pafs away as 
the chaff! it is but little I do, or can do, that turns to 
any account; and it is my conftant mifery and bur- 
den, that I am fo fruitlefs in the vineyard of the 
Lord. O, that Il were fpirit, that I might be active 
for God. This more than any thing elle, makes me 
long, that ‘this corruptible might put on incorrups 
tion, and this mortal, put on immortality.” God 
deliver me from clogs, fetters, and a body of death, that 

- impede my fervice for him. 
Saturday, April 5.—After public worfhip, a num- 

ber of my dear chriftian Indians came to my houfe’; 
with whom I felt a fweet union of foul; my heart 
was knit to them: and I cannot fay, I have felt fuch 
afweet and fervent Jove to the brethren, for fome time 
at: and I faw in them appearances of the fame 
ove. This gave me fomething of a view of the hea- 
venly {tate ; and particularly that part of the happi- 
nels. of heaven, which confifts in the communion of 

ints. en 
. Lord’s-day, Apri! 6. I preached from Matt. vii. 
21—28. There were confiderable effects of the 
word vifible in the audience: an earneft attention, 
a great folemnity, many tears and fighs. Divers 
were put upon ferious and clofe examination of their 
fpiritual ftates, by hearing that “ not every one that 
faith to Chrift, Lord, Lord, fhall enter into his king- 
dom.” And fome of them exprefled fears left they 
had deceived themfelves, and taken up a falfe hope, 
becaufe they had done fo little of the * will of their 
Father which is in heaven.” : 
There was alfo one man brought under preffing 

concern for his foul; which appeared more efpecially 
after his retirement from public worfhip. And that 
which, he fays, gave him the greateft uneafinefs, 
was, not fo much any particular fin, as that he had 
aever done the will of God at all, and fo had no 
‘qdaim to the kingdom of heaven. 

«FF 8 Tn 



( 172 ) 

In the afternoon I opened to them the difcipline of 
Chri in his church, and the method in which of 
fenders are to be dealt with. At whic! i:me the re. 
ligions people were much affected, ¢/:<sial!; when 
they heard, that the offender continuiig obftinate, 
mutt finally be efteemed ‘as an Heathen man, that 
has no part nor lot among God’s vifible people,” 
This they feemed to have the molt awful apprehen. 
‘fions of ; a ftate of Heathenifm, out of which they 
mene fo lately brought, appearing very dreadful to 
them. - 

After public worfhip, I vifited fundry houfes to 
fee how they fpent the remainder of the Sabbath, 
and to treat with them folemnly on the great con. 
cerns of their fouls; and the Lord feemed to finile 
upon my endeavours, and to make thefe particular 
addrefles more effectual than my public difcourfes, 

April 7. 1 difcourfed to my people from 1 Cor. xi, 
28-26. and endeavoured to open to them the in. 
‘Mtitution, nature, and ends of the Lord’s fupper, as 
well as the qualifications and preparations neceflary 
to.the right participation of that ordinance.—Sundry 
perfons appeared much affected. with the love of 
Chrift, manifelted in his making this provifion for the 
‘comfort of his people, at a feafon when himfelf was 
jut entering, upon his fharpeft fufferings. 

[On Tuefday, he went to a meeting of the Pref 
bytery appointed at Elifabeth-Town, In his way 
thither, he enjoyed fome {weet meditations; but .af- 
ter he came there, he was (as he exprefles it) under 
an awful gloom, that opprefled his mind. And this 
continued till Saturday evening, when he began to 
have. fome relief. He fpent the Sabbath at Staten 
Ifland; where he preached to an aflembly of Dutch 

. and Englifh, and enjoyed confiderable refrefhment 
and comfort both in public and private. In the 
evening he returned to Elifabeth-Town. ] 

Monday, April 14. My {fpirits were raifed and 
refrefhed, and my mind compofed, fo that I was in 
a comfortable frame of foul molt of the day. In 
the evening my head was clear, my mind ferene; | 

7 Jie enjoyed 
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fei enjoyed fweetnefs in fecret prayer and meditation. 
Aes og 0, ow free, how comfortable, cheerful, and yet 
e the te. folemn do I feel, when I am in a good meafure freed 
11 when from thofe damps and melancholy glooms, that I often 
obfinate labour under! 
ei Tuefday, April 15. My foul longed for more fpi- 
people,” tituality : and it was my burden, that I could do no 

apprehene more for God. O, my barrennefs is my daily af- 
hich they fiction! O, how precious is time: and how it pains 
readful to me, to fee it flide away, while I do fo very little to 

: any good purpofe! O, that God would make me 
houfes to more fruitful and {piritual. 

» Sabbath Thurfday, April 17. { enjoyed fome comfort in 
wikk son, prayer, fome freedom in meditation, and compofure 
| to finile in my ftudies. I {pent fome time in writing, in the 
" particulas forenoon, and in the afternoon in converfation with 
sourfet. fevetal dear minifters. In the evening I preached , 
n 1 Cor, xi from Pfal, Ixxiii. 28. ‘But it is good for mé to 

em the in draw near to God.’? God helped me to feel the 
fupper, as truth of my text, both in the firft prayer and in fer- 

$ neceflary :mon. .I was enabled to pour out my foul to God 
2,—Sundry with great freedom, fervency, and affection: and 
e love of to fpeak with tendernefs, and yet with faithfulnefs ; 

fion for the and divine truths feemed to fall with weight and in- 

‘méfelf was fluence upon the hearers. My heart was melted for 
the dear afflembly, and I loved every body in it; 

f the Pref and fearce ever felt more love for immortal fouls in 
In his way my life; my foul cried, “ O, that the dear creatures 
53 but af might be faved! O, that God would have mercy on 

es it) under them !”” ae 
And this Lord’s-day, April 20.* I enjoyed fome freedom, - 

e began to and exercife of faith and prayer, in the morning ;- 

at Staten efpecially when I came to pray for. Zion. I was 
of Dutch free from that gloomy difcouragement, that fo often 

refrefhment [ag opprefles my mind; and my foul rejoiced in the 
e. In the hopes of Zicn’s profperity, and the enlargement of. 

the dear kingdom of the great Redeemer. 

raifed and Monday, April 21. -1 was compofed and comfort- 
at I was in fg le moft of the day; free from thofe gloomy damps 

e day. In P3 that 

1 ferene; [ ; 
enjoyed * This day he entered into the 29th year of his age. . 
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that I am frequently exercifed with: had freedom and 
comfort in prayer, feveral times; efpecially for Zion’s 
enlargement and profperity. And O, how refrefhing 
were thefe hopes to my foul! O, that the kingdom of 

the dear Lord might come. 
Tuefday, April 22. ‘My mind was remarkably 

free from melancholy damps, and. animated in my 
work. I found fuch frefh vigour and refolution in 
the fervice of God, that the mountains feemed to be. 
come a plain before me. O, blefled be God for an 
interva) of refrefhment, and fervent refclution in my 
Lord’s work! In the evening, m, foul was.refrefhed 
in fecret prayer, and my heart drawn out for divine 
bleffings ; efpecially for the charch of God, and his 
/intereft among my own people,.and for dear friends 
in remote places. O, that Zion might profper, and 
precious fouls be bronght home to God! 

April 25. Having appointed the next Lord’s-day 
for the adminiftration of the Lord’s-fupper, this day 
was fet apart for folemn fafling-and prayer, to implore 
the bleffing of God upon our defign of renewing co 
venant with him, and with one another; and to in» 
treat that his divine prefence might. be with us in 
our defigned approach to his table. 

‘The folemnity was obferved, not only by thofe 
who propofed to communicate, but by the whole 
congregation.—In the former part of the day, I en. 
deavoured to open to my people: the nature of a 2 ; 
and to inftruc&t them in the duties of fuch a folem. 
nity.—In the afternoon I infifted upon the fpecial 
reafons there were for our now engaging in thefe fo. 
lemn exercifes ; both in regard of the need we ftood 
in of divine afliflance, in order to a due preparation 
for the facred ordinance; and in refpeé of the ma- 
nifeft decline of God’s work here, as to the effectual 
conviction and converfion of finners, there having 
been few of late, deeply awakened out of a ftate of 
fecurity. chat 

The worfhip of God was attended with great fo 
lemnity and reverence, with much tendernefs and 
many tears, by the truly religions: and wae 

ou ome 
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fome appearance of divine power upon thofe who had 
been awakened fome time before. 

After repeated prayer and attendance upon the 
word of God, I led them to a folemn renewal of 
their bapti/mal covenant, wherein they had explicitly 
and publicly. given up themfelves to God, the Fa. 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, avouching him to be 
their God; and at the fame time renouncing their 
Heathenifh vanities, their idolatrous and /xperflitious 
practices, and folemnly engaging to take the word 
of God for the rule of their lives, promifing to walk 
together in love, tq watch over themfelves, and one 

_ another; to lead lives of ferioufnefs and devotion, 
and to difcharge the relative duties incumbent upon 
them. 
This folemn tranfaction: was attended with much 

ferioufnefs ; and at the fame time with the utmoft 
readinefs and cheerfulnefs ; and an union and harmony 

% of foul, feemed to crown the whole. : 
April 26. In the evening I catechifed thofe that 

were defigned to partake of the Lord’s fupper the 
next day, upon the inftitution, nature, and end of 
that ordinance, and had abundant fatisfa&tion re. 
fpecting their knowledge. They likewife appeared, 
in general, to have an affecting fenfe of the folem- 
nity of this facred ordinance, and to be humbled 
under a fenfe of their own unworthinefs to approach 
toGod in it; and earneftly concerned that they might 
be duly prepared for an attendance uponit. Their 
hearts were full of love one toward another, and shat 
was the frame of mind they feemed much concerned 
to maintain, and bring to the Lord’s table with 
them. 
I adminiftered the facrament of the Lord’s fupper to 

twenty-three perfons of the Indians, (the number of 
men and women being nearly equal) divers others, to the 
number of five or fix, being now abfent at the Forks 
of Delaware. RY 
The ordinance was attended with great folemnity, 

and with a moft defirable tendernefs and affection, 
And it was remarkable, that in the performance of an 

the 
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the facramental actions, efpecially in the diftributior 
of the dread, they feemed to be affected in a moft ef 
lively manner, as if ‘ Chrift had been” really * cru. en 
cified before them.” And the words of the inftitu- Me 
tion, when repeated and enlarged upon, feemed' to bis 
be entertained. with the fame full and firm belief and: " 
affectionate engagement of foul, as if the Lord Je. na 
fus Chrift himfelf had per/onally {poken to them. - 

Having refted fome time after the adminiftration - 
of the facrament. I walked from houfe to houfe, and Kis 
converfed particularly with moft of the communicants, re 
and found they had been almoft univerfally refreth. a 
ed at the Lord’s table ‘as with new wine.’? And 
never did I fee fuch an appearance of chriffian love gt 
among any people in all my life. It was fo remarka. i 
ble, that one might well have cried with an agreea. fd, 
ble furprife, * Behold how they love one another !’” ’ ha 

— Toward night I difcourfed on Tit. ii. 14, and in. Cad 
fitted on the immediate defign of Chrift’s death, viz.. of th 
“That he might redeem his people from all iniquity.” 

This appeared to be a feafon of divine power; 
The religious people were much refrefhed, and feem- 
ed remarkably tender and affectionate, full of love, 
joy, peace, and defires of being completely “ re-. 
deemed from all iniquity ;” fo that fome of them af. 
terwards told me, * they had never felt the like be. 
fore.””—Convictions alfo appeared to be revived in 
many inftances;.and divers perfons were awakened 
whom I had never obferved under any religious im-. 
preffions before. 

Such was the influence which attended our affem. 
bly, that it feemed grievous to concindé the public 
worthip. And the congregation when difmiffed, al- 
though it was then almolt dark, appeared loth to 
leave the place that had been rendered /o dear to them: 
by the benefits enjoyed, while that quickening infiuence 
diftilled upon them. 

April 28. I concluded the folemnity with a dif 
courfe upon John xiv. 15. ‘If ye love me, keep 
my commandments.’? At which time there appear 
ed great tenderne/s in the audience in general, but 

efpecially 
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efpecially in the communicants. O, how free, how 
engaged and affectionate did thefe appear in the fer- 
vice of God! they feemed willing to have their “ ears 
bored to the door-pofts of God’s houfe,’’ and to be 
his fervants for ever. 
Obferving numbers in this excellent frame, I 

thought it proper to improve this advantageous feafon, 
as Hezekiah did his great paffover, (2 Chron. xxxi-) 
in order to promote the blefled reformation begun 
among them; and accordingly propofed to them, 
that they fhould reneqedly enter into covenant before 
God, that they would watch over themfelves and 
one another. And efpecially that they would watch 
againit the fin of drunkenne/t, (the fin that eafily befets 
them. ) They cheerfully complied with the propo- 
fal, and explicitly joined in that covenant: where- 
upon I proceeded in the moft folemn manner to call 
God to witne/s their facred engagement, reminded them 
of the greatnefs of the gulls they would contrac in 
the violation. of it; and that God would be a terri- 
ble witne/s againft thofe who fhould prefume to do fo, 
in the * great and notable day of the Lord.” 

It was a feafon of amazing folemnity, and a divine 
awe appeared upon the face of the whole affembly ! 
Affectionate fighs, and tears, were frequent in the 
audience: and I doubt not but many filent cries were 
fent up to the fountain of grace, for grace fuificient to 
thefe folemn engagements. 
[On Tuefday he went to Elifabeth-'orn, to at- 

tend the meeting of the Prefbytery there: and feem- 
edto {pend the time, while abfent from /'s people, ix. 
free and comfortable ftate of mind. ] 
Saturday, May 3. I rode from Elifabeth-Town 

home to my people, at or near Cranberry; whither 
they are now removed, and where, I hope, God 
will fettle them as a chriftian congregation. EF was 
telrefhed in lifting up my heart to Goa while riding ; 
and enjoyed a thankful frame of {pirit. 
May 4. My people being now removed to their 

lands I this day vitited them, and preached to them 
tom Mark iv. 5. Endeavouring to fhew the reafon 

there 
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there was to fear, left many hopeful beginnings in 
religion might prove abortive, like the “ feed. drop- 
ed upon ftony places.” 

May 5. I vifited them again, and took care of 
their worldly concerns, giving them directions relating 
to their bufinefs. 

I'daily difcover more and more of what-importance 
it is to their religious interefts, that they become in. 
duftrious, acquainted with the affairs of hufbandry, 
and able, in a good meafure, to raife the neceflaries 
of life within themfelves ; for their prefent method of 
poe greatly expofes ther to temptations of various 
inds. 
Wednefday, May 7. I fpent moft of the day in 

writing, as ufual, and enjoyed fome freedom in 
my work. I was favoured with fome comfortable 
meditations this day, and in the evening, was in a 
{weet compofed frame of mind : pleafed.and delight. 
ed to leave all with God, refpecting myfelf,. for time 
‘and eternity, and refpecting the people of my charge 
and dear friends, I hadno doubt but that God would 
tab--are >) ‘uc. and of his own intereft among my peo- 
, @. and »- enabled to ufe freedom in prayer, as a 
iad with a tender father. 
Thurfday, May 8. In the.evening I was refrefhed 

and enjoyed a tender melting frame in fecret prayer, 
wherein my foul was drawn out for the intereft of 
Zion, and comforted_ with the lively hope of the 
appearing of the kingdom of the great Redeemer. 
Thefe were {weet moments: I felt alrnoft loth to go 
to bed, and grieved that fleep was neceflary. How. 
ever, I lay down with a tender reverential fear of 
God, fenfible that * his favour is life,’? and his {miles 
better than all that earth can boalt of, infinitely better 
than life itfelf. 
May 9. I preached from John v. 40. in the open 

wildernefs; the Indians having as yet no houfe for 
public worfhip in this place, nor fcarce any /fhelter for 
themfelves. Divine truths made confiderable im- 
preffions upon the audience, and it was a feafon of 
folemnity, tendernefs, and affection. 
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I baptized one man this. day, (the conjurer and 

nings in murderer mentioned before). who appears to be fuch 
ed. drop- aremarkable inftance of divine grace, that 1 cannot 

am omit fome brief account of him. 
< care of He lived near, and fometimes attended me in the 
s relating Forks of Delaware for more than a year together: 

bat was extremely attached to ftrong drink, and 
nportance feemed to be.no ways reformed by the means I ufed’ 
yecome in- yith him. In this time he likewife murdered a youn 
hufbandry, = indian, which threw him into a kind of dorror ad 
neceflaries i ayereiions fo that he kept at a diftance from me, and 
method of [@M refufed to hear me preach for feveral months toge- 
of various ther, till I had an opportunity of converfing freel 

with him, and giving him encouragment, that his 
the day in fin might be forgiven for Chrift’s fake. 
freedom in But that which was the worft, was his conjuration. 
comfortable He was one of them who are called powwows among 
y, was in a Mi the Indians: and notwithftanding his frequent at- 
and. delight: 7 tndance upon my preaching, he ftill followed his 
elf, for time HMM old charms, “giving out that he himfelf was fome 
f my sips great. one, and to him they gave heed,’ fuppofing 
God would HM him to be pofleffed of a great power. So that when I 

ong my peo HMM have inftructed them re{pecting the miracles’ wrought 
prayer, as 4 by Chrift, and mentioned them as evidences of his 

divine miffion, they have quickly obferved the won- 
ders of that. kind which this man had performed, by 
‘his magic charms ; whence they had a high opinion 
of him, which feemed to be a fatal obitrudtion to 
their receiving the gofpel. I often thought, it would 
be a great favour to the Indians, if God would 
take that wretch out of the world; but God, ‘* whofe 
thoughts are not as man’s thoughts,” has been pleafed 
totake a much more defirable method; a method 
agreeable to his own merciful nature, and, I truft, 
advantageous to his own~intereft among the Indians, 
aswell as to the poor foul himéelf. 
| The firft genuine concern for his foul that ever ap- 

o houfe forMMpeared in him, was excited by fecing my interpreter 
any faelter for Mand his wife baptized at the Forks of Delaware, 
fiderable im-Milily 21, 1745. Which fo prevailed upon him that 
5 a feafon Mh: followed me down to Crofweekfung in the bee 
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ginning of Auguft in erder to hear me preach, 
and there continued for feveral weeks, in the fea. Hy i 
fon of the mof powerful awakenings among the In. ¥ 
dians; at which time he ‘was more effectually a. be 
wakened: and then, he fays, upon his “ feeling the 

' word of God in his heart,’’ (as he expreffes it,) his @ fa 
{pirit of conjuration left him entirely; that he has 
had no more power of that nature fince, than any Ge 
other man. And he declares that he does not fo mucy 
as know how he ufed to charm and conjure ; and that 
he could ‘not do any thing of that nature if he was & the 
ever fo defirous. , fer 

He continued under convictions all the fall, Hy 
and former part of the winter paft, but was not fo Ch 
deeply exercifed till January ; atid then the word of 
God took fuch hold upon him, that he knew not what Hi 78 
to do, nor where to tum.—He then told me, that 
when he ufed to hear me preach from time to time day 
in the fall of the year, my preaching pricked his im elf, 
heart, but did not bring him to fo great diftrefs, be. hhou 
caufe he ftill hoped he could do fomething for his be h 
own relief: but now, he faid, I drove him up into 
“‘ fuch a fharp corner,’”’ that he had no way to 
turn. 

He continued conftantly under the heavy burdep 
of a wounded fpirit, till at length he was brought inio 
the utmoft agony of foul. 

After this ie was brought to a kind of calmnef;, 
his heavy burden was removed, .and he appeared 
perfectly fedate; although he had no fure hope of 
falvation. 

I obferved him to appear remarkably compofed, 
and thereujion afked him how he did? He replied, 
“It is done, it is done, ‘t is all done now.’’ I afked 
him what he meant? He anfwered, “I can never 
do any more to iave myfelf; it is all done for ever, 
I can do no more.” I queried with him, whether 
he could not do a Hitle more, rather than go to hell, 
He replied, “* My heart is dead, I can never help 
myfelf.”” I afked him, what he thought would be 
eome of him then? He anfwered, “I mutt ane 
va hell.” 
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ell.” Yafked him, if he thought it was right that 

_ God fhould fend him to hell? He replied, « 0, it 
isright. The devil has been in me ever fince I was 

I afked him, if he felt this when he was in 
fach great diftrefs the evening before? He dnfwered,. 
«No, I did not then think it was right. I thought 
God would fend me to hell, and that I was then 
dropping into it; but my heart quarrelled with God, 

| and would not fay it was right he fhould fend me 
there. But now I know it is right, for I have always 

_ ferved the devil, and my heart has no goodnefs in it 
now, but it is as bad as ever it was.’’ I thought 

| {had fcarce ever feen any perfon more effectually 
brought off from:a dependence upon his own endea- 

m yours for falvation. © 
In this frame of mind he continued for feveral 

days, pafling fentence of condemnation upon him- 
b elf, and conftantly owning, that it would be right he 

thould be damned, and that he expected this would 
be his portion. And yet it was plain he had a fe. 
cret hope of mercy, which kept him not only from 
defpair, but from preffing diftrefs: fo that inftead of 
being fad and dejected, his very countenance appear~ 

| ed pleafant and agreeable. 
It was remarkable in this feafon that he feemed to: 

have a great love to the people of God, and nothing 
affected him fo much as the thoughts of being fepa. 
tated from them. ‘Tihis feemed to be a very dreadful 
part of the hell he thought himfelf doomed to.——It 
was likewife remarkable, that in this feafon he was 
moft diligent in the ufe of all means for his foul’s 
falvation : although he had the cleareft view of the 
infuficiency of means to afford him help. 

fter he had continued in this frame of mind 
more than a week, while I was difcourfing publicly, 
he feemed to have a lively view of the excelleacy of 
Chrit, and the way of falvation by bim, which 
melted him into tears, and filled him with admira. 
tion, comfort, and praife to God; fince which he 
has appeared to be an humble, devoted and affeen 
tionate chriftian, fevious and exemplary in his con~. 

verfation 

hati ie ee 
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vetfation and behaviour, frequently complaining of 
his barrennefs, his want of fpiritual warmth, life, 
and aétivity, and yet frequently favoured with 
quickening influences. In all refpeéts he bears the 
marks af one “ created anew in Chrift Jefus to good 
works.” , 

His zeal for the caufe of God was pleafing to me, 
when he was with me at the Forks of Delaware in 
february laft. There being an old Indian at the 
place, who threatened to hewitch me and my people 
who accompanied me; ¢his man prefently challenged 
him to do his worft, telling him, that: himfelf had 
been as great a conjurer as he, and that notwithftand. 
ing as foon as he felt that word in his heart which 
thefe people loved, his power of conjuring imme. 
diately left him.—And {fo it would you, faid he, if 
you did but once feel it in your heart; and you have 
no power to hurt them, not fo much as to touch one 
of them. 

Saturday, May 10. I rode to Allen’s-Town, to af- 
fit in the adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper. In 
the afternoon I preached from Tit. ii. 14. God was 
pleafed to carry me through with fome freedom, and 

_ yet to deny me that enlargement-I longed for. In 
the evening my foul mourned, that I had treated fo 
excellent a fubje@ in fo defective a manner. And if 
my difcourfe had met with the utmoft applaufe from 
all the world, it would not have given me any fa. 
tisfaction. O, it grieved me to think, that 1 had 
no more holy warmth, that I had been no more 
melted in difcourfing of Chrift’s death, and the de. 
fign of it! Afterwards, I enjoyed freedom and fer. 
vency in fecret and family prayer, and longed much 
forthe prefence of God to attehd his word and ordi- 
-nances the next day. 

Lord’s. day, May 11. I affifted in the adminiftra 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, but enjoyed little enlarge- 
ment. In the afternoon I went to the houfe of God 
weak and fick in foul, as well as feeble in body: 
and longed, that the people might be edified with 
divine truths, and that an honelt, fervent ash 
é | a ’ might 
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ight be borne for God; but knew not how it was 
fible for me to do any thing of that kind, to any 

good purpofe. Yet God, who is rich in mercy, 
was pleafed to give me afliftance, both in prayer and 
preaching : God helped me to wreftle for his pre- 
fence in prayer, and to tell him, that he had pro- 
mifed, ‘* Where two or three are met together in 
hisname, there he would be in the midft oF them 3’? 
and pleaded, that for his truth’s fake he would be 
with us. And bleffled be God, it was fweet to my 
foul, thus to plead, and rely on his promifes. I 
difcourfed upon Luke ix. 20. ‘ And behold there 
talked with him two men, which were Mofes and: 
Elias; who appeared in glory, and fpake of his de- 
ceafey which he fhould accomplifh at Jerufalem.”” 
I enjoyed fpecial freedom, from the beginning to: 
the end of my difcourfe. Things pertinent to the 
fubje& were abundantly prefented to my view; and 
fuch a fulnefs of matter, that I fearce knew how to 
difmifs the various heads I had: occafion to touch 
upon. And, bleffed be the Lord, I was favoured 
with fome fervency and power, as well as freedom 3. 
fo that the word of-God feemed: to awaken the at- 
tention of a ftupid audience to a confiderable de- 
gree. I was inwardly refrefhed’ with the confola- 
tions of God; and could with my whole heart fay, 
« Though there be no fruit in the vine, &c. yet will. 
Irejoice in the Lord.” 
Friday, May 16. Near night, I enjoyed fome a- 

greeable converfation with a dear minifter, which, 
truft, was blefled to my foul; and my heart was 
warmed, and my foul engaged to live to God; fo 
that I longed to exert myfelf with more vigour than 
ever I had done in this caufe ; and thofe words were 
quickening to me, “ Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bring forth much fruit.” O, my foul 
longed, and wifhed, and prayed, to be enabled to 
live to God with conftancy and ardour! In the 
evening, God was pleafed to fhine upon me in fecret: 
prayers and draw out mv foul after himfelf; and I 
ad freedom in fupplication for my/elf, but much 

2 more 
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miore in intercéeflion for others: fo that I was fweet. 
ly confirained to fay, “* Lord, ufe me as thou wilt; 
do as thou wilt with me: but O, promote thine owg 
cauie! Zion is thine; O, vifit thine heritage! Q, 
let thy kingdom come! O, let thy bleffed intereft be 
‘advanced in the world !”? When I attempted to look 
to God, refpecting my fettling in my congregation, 
which feems to be neceflary, and yet very difficult, 
end contrary to my fixed intention for years paft, as 
well as my difpofition, which has been, and Rill is, 
to go forth, and fpend my life in preaching the gofpel 
from place to place, and gathering fouls: afar of to 
Jesus the great Redeemer; when I attempted to look 
to God with regard to thefe. things, I could only 
fay, ‘* The will of the Lord be done: it is no matter 
for me.”’ . ; 

The fame frame of mind I felt with refpect to ano. 
ther important affair I have lately had fome ferious 
thoughts of: I could fay, with the utmoft calmnefs 
and compofure, * Lord, if it be moft for thy glory, 
let me proceed in it; but if thou feeft that it will in 
any wife hinder my ufefulnefs in thy caufe, O pre. 
vent my proceeding, for all I want, is fuch circume 
ftances as may beft capacitate me to do fervice for God 
in the world.” ©, how fweet was this evening to 
my foul! I knew not how to go to bed; and when 
got to bed, longed for fome: way to improve time for 
God, to fome excellent purpofe. . . 
Saturday, May 17. LI walked out in the morning, 

and felt mugh of the fame frame I enjoyed the even- 
ing before: ,had my heart enlarged in praying for 
the advancement of the kingdom of Chrift, and found 
Se pipes eee gon in leaving all. my concerns with 

CT 
I tind di/cou 

Hon pe ae 
ement to be an exceeding bindrance to 

my fpiritual fervency and, affection: but when God 
enables me to find that I have done fomething for 
him, this refrefhes and animates me, fo that I could 
break through all hardfhips, undergo any labours, 
and nothing feems too much either to do or fuffer. 
‘But O, what a death it is, to ftrive, and to be 
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always in a durry, and yet do nothing. Alas, alas, 
that time flies away, and I do fo little for God ! 
Lord’s-day, May 18. I felt my own utter infif- 

ficiency for my work: God made me to fee, that I 
was a child; yea, that I was a fool. I difcourfed, 
both parts of the day, from Rev. iii. 20. ‘ Behold, 
I ftand at the door, and knock.’? God gave me 

“freedom and power in the latter part of my fore- 
noon’s difcourfe ; although, in the former part of it, 
I felt peevifh and provoked with the unmannerly 
behaviour of the white people, who crowded in be- 
tween my people and me. But blefled be God, I. 
got thefe fhackles off before the middle of my dif- 
courfe, and was favoured with a {weet frame of fpirit 
in the latter part of the exercife : full of love, - 
warmth, and tendernefs, in addrefiig my dear peo-- 

| ple—In the intermiffion-feafon I could not but dif. 
courfe to my people on the kindnefs and patience of 

In the - 
evening, I was grieved, that I had done fo little for 
God. O, that I could be a flame of fire in the fervice 
of my God ! : 3 
Thurfday, May 22. In the evening I was in a 

frame fomewhat remarkable: I had apprehended for 
feveral days, that it was a defign of providence I 

| fhould /etle-among my people ; and had in my own ° 
mind begun to make provilion for it: and yet was 
never quite pleafed’ with the thoughts of being con- 
fined to one place. Neverthelefs I feemed’to have 
fome freedom, becaufe the congregation was one that 
God had enabled me to gather from among Pagans. 
For I never could feel any freedom to “ enter into 
other men’s labours,’’ and fettle where'the “ gofpel 
was preached before ;”? God has never given me any 
Iberty in that refpect, either fince, or for fome years 
before I began to preach. But God having fucceed- 
ed my labours, and made me initrumental of gathere 
ing achurch for him among thefe Indians, I was rea- 
dy to think, it might be his defign to give me a quiet 
fettlement. And this, confidering the late frequent 
failure of my fpirits, and the need I-ftood in of fome * 

: Q.3 . agreeably 
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agreeable fociety, and my great defire of enjoying 
Vowvekinncies for profitable Fiudies, was not altos 
ther difagreeable to me. And although I ftill want. 
ed to go about far and wide, in order to fpread the 
blefied gofpel among benighted fouls: yet I never 
had been fo willing to fettle for more than five years 
paft, as I was in the foregoing part of this week. But 
now thefe thoughts feemed to be wholly dathed to — 
pieces ; not by neceflity, but of choice: for it ap. 
peared to me, that God’s dealings towards me had 
fitted me for a life of folitude and hardfhip; it ap. 
peared to me I had nothing to lofe, nothing to do 
with earth, and confequently nothing to lofe, by 
a total renunciation of it: and it appeared jutt right, 
ahat I fhould be deftitute of houfe and home, and 
many comforts, which I rejoiced to.fee others of God’s 
people enjoy. The fame time, I faw fo much of the 
excellency of Chrift’s kingdom, and the infinite de- 
firablenefs of its advancement in the world, that it 
{wallowed up all my other thoughts; and made me 
willing to be a pilgrim or hermit in. the wildernefs, to. 
my dying moment, if I might thereby promote the 
bleffed intereft of the great Redeemer. Aind if ever 
my foul prefented itfelf to God for his fervice, with- 

~ out any referve of any kind, it did fo now. The 
language of my thoughts (although I fpake no words) 
now was, “ Here I am, Lord, fend me; fend me to the 
ends of the earth ; fend me tothe rough, the favage Pa- 
gans of the wildernefs ; fend me from all that is called 
comfort in earth! fend me even to death itfelf, if it 
be but in thy fervice, and to promote thy kingdom.” 
At the fame time I had as quick and lively a fenfe 
of the value of worldly comforts, as ever I had; but 
faw them infinitely over-matched by the worth of 
Chrift’s kingdom, and the propagation of his blefled 
gofpel. The quiet fettlement, the certain place of 
abode, the tender friendfhip, which I thought I 
might be likely to enjoy, appeared as valuable to me, 
confidered abfolutely and in themfelves, as~ever be- 
fore; but confidered comparatively, they. appeared 
sothing ; compared with an enlargement of Chriit’s 

' kingdom, 
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- Ringdom, they vanithed like the ftars before the 

tifing fun. The comfortable accommodations of 
life appeared valuable and dear to me, yet I did fur- 

- fender myfelf, foul and body, to the.fervice of God, 
| and promotion of Chrift’s kingdom ; though it fhould 
be in the lofs of them all. 

| fet chofe, to fay, “ Farewell, friends and earthly 
. comforts, the deareft of them all, if the Lord call for 
| its adieu, adieu; Ill fpend my life, to my lateft 

I was conftrained, and 

moments, in caves and dens of the earth, if the kingdom 
I found exe 

foul to God, for his caufe; and efpecially that his 
kingdom might be extended among the Indians; and . 

I cone 
tinued wreftlmg with God in prayer for my dear little 

flock here; and more efpecially for the Indians elfe- 
| where; as well as for dear friends in one place and 
another, till it was bed time, and I feared I fhould 
hinder the me But O, with what reluctancy 
did I find myfelf obliged to confume time in fleep! I 

longed to be as a flame of fire, continually glowing in 
the divine fervice, preaching and building up Chrift’s 
‘kingdom, to my lateft, my dying moment. 

Friday, May 23. In the morning I was in’ the 
fame frame of mind, as in the evening before. The 
glory of Chrift’s kingdom fo much outfhone the plea. 
fure of earthly accommodations and enjoyments, that 
they appeared comparatively nothing, though in 
themfelves good and defirable. My foul was melted 
in fecret meditation and prayer, and I found myfelf 
divorced: from any part in this world; fo that in 
thofe affairs that feemed of the greateft importance, 
in the prefent life, and thofe wherein the tender 
powers of the mind are moft fenfibly touched, I 
¢ould only fay, ‘* The will of the Lord be done.’ . 
Ju the fame that I felt the evening before. I felt 
now the fame freedom in prayer for the people of my 
charge, for the propagation of the gofpel among the 
Indians, and for the enlargement of Zion in general, 
and my dear friends in particular; and mage to 

ura 
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burn out in one continued flame for God. In the 
evening I was vifited by my brother, John Brainerd ; Lor 
the firft vifit I have received from any near relative — morn 
fince I have been a miflionary. Bleffed be God. If ) fear re 
ever I filled up a day with ftudies and devotion, I fy % the 
was enabled to fill up this day. forenoc 

Lord’s-day, May 25. I difcourfed both parts of } felt me 
the day from John xii. 44—48. There was fome munion 
decree of divine power attending the word of God. | ferving 

Sundry wept, and appeared confiderably affected ; was a | 

and one who had, long been under fpiritual trouble, others, 
obtained clearnefs and comfort, and appeared to “ re. themfel) 
joice in God her Saviour.” | @ ieemed 

I have reafon to hope, that God ‘has lately brought: | thought: 
home to himfelf fundry fouls who had long been refrefhin 
under fpiritual trouble: though there have been few God en: 
inftances of perfons lately awakened out of a ftate of dom fro 
fecurity. And thofe comforted of late, feem to be nels of ( 
brought in, in‘a more /ilent way, neither their con matter, ¢ 
cern. nor confolation being fo powerful and remarkabl,. i could no’ 
as appeared among thofe wrought upon in the be. fam Manifefta 
ginning. , : freet anc 

' June 6. I difcourfed to my people from part of: godly, ax 
Ifa. iii. The divine prefence appeared to be: Mond: 

non fro 
God.?? ¢ 
my difco 
plainnefs 
{weet me 

amongft us. Divers perfons were much melted and 
refrefhed ;, and one man in particular, was now: 
brought to fee and feel, in a very lively manner, the 
impoflibility of his doing any thing to help himfelf, 
or to bring him into the favour of God by his tears, 
prayers, .and other religious performances. trength 

Saturday, June 7. ‘I rode to Freehold to affift Mr.. Si Wonder ; 
_ Tennent in the adminiftration of the Lord?s Supper. fim “lion, t 

In the afternoon I preached from Pfal. Ixxiii, 28, J blefs . 
found affi God gave me fome freedom aad warmth in my dif-. 

courfe:: I trult,.his prefence was in the affembly. 
¥ was comfortably compofed, and enjoyed a thank. 
ful frame of fpirit; and my foul was grieved that I. 
could not render fomething to God for his benefits 
beftowed. O, that 1 could be fwallowed up in his: 
praife ! 

Lord’s-. 
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Lord’s-day, June 8. I fpent much time in the 

| paring in fecvet duties; but between hope and 
fear refpecting the enjoyment of God in the bufinefs 

| of the day. I was, agreeably entertained, in the 
forenoon, bya. difcourfe. from. Mr. Tennent, and 

| felt. melted and fefrefhed. In the feafon of come 
munion, I enjoyed fome. comfort ; and efpecially in 
ferving one of the tables. Bleffled be the Lord, it 
was a time of refrefbing to me, and I truft to many 
others. A number of my dear people fat down by 
themfelves at the laft table; at which time God 
feemed to be in the mid of them. And the 
thoughts of what God had done among them were 
refrefhing and melting to me. In the afternoon, 
God enabled me to preach with uncommon frees 
dom from 2 Cor. v. 20. Through the great good- 
nefs of God, I was favoured with a cnehai flow of 
matter, and proper expreffions. In the evening, I 

| could not but rejoice in God, and blefs him for the 
manifetations of grace in the day paft.. O, it wasa 
fweet and folemn day! a feafon of comfort to the 
godly, and of awakening to other fouls. _. 
Monday, June 9. I preached the concluding fers 

non from Gen. v. 24. ‘ And Enoch walked with 
God.” God gave me enlargement and fervency in 
my difcourfe; fo that I was enabled to fpeak with — 
plainnefs and power. Praifed be the Lord, it was a 
fweet meeting, a defirable aflembly. I found my 
ae renewed, and lengthened out, even to a 
wonder; fo that I. felt much ftronger at .the con- 

A clufion, than in the’ beginning. I have great reafon 
to blefs.God for .this folemnity,: wherein «I have 
found affiftance in addrefiing others, and‘ fwegtnefs. in 
myown,foul «+x R we 
To.day a confiderable number of my people met ’ 

togethey' early in-a retired place in the woods, and pray- 
fang, and converfed of divine things; and weré 

fen by fome of. the white people to be affected and 
maaged, and divers of them in tears. ©. 

terwards they attended the concluding exetcifes 
@ the facramental folemnity, and then eves 

Be Mes ome, 
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home, * rejoicing for all the goodnefs of God,” they 
had feen and felt ; fo that this appeared to be a pro. 
fitable, as well as a comfortable feafon to many of my 
congregation. 

Friday, June 13. I came away from the meet. 
ing of the Indians this day, rejoicing and blefling 
God for his grace manifefted at this feafon. 

The fame ie I baztized five perfons, three adults and 
two children. . One of thefe was the very aged woman 
of whom I gave an account in my Journal of Decem. 
ber 26. She now gave me a very punctual, rational, 
and fatisfactory account of the remarkable change fhe 
experienced fome months after the beginning of her 
concern. And although fhe was become fo childifh 
through old age, that’ could do nothing in a way of 
queftioning with her; yet when I let her alone to 
go on with her own ftory, fhe could give a very dif. 
tiné relation of the many and various exercifes of 
foul fhe had experienced; fo deep were the impref 
fions left upon her mind by that influence fhe had 
been.under. And I have great reafon to hope, fhe is 
born anew, in her old age, fhe being, I prefume, up. 
wards of fourfcore. | 

Saturday, June 14. I rode to Kingfton, to afi 
the Rev. Mr. Wales in the adminiftration of the 
Lord’s fupper. In the afternoon I preached; but 

- almoft fainted in the pulpit: yet God ftrengthened 
amé when I was juft gone, and enabled me to {peak 
his word with freedom, fervency, and application 
to the confcience.. And praifed be the Lord: “out 
of weaknefs I was made ftrong.”? I enjoyed {weet 
nefs, in and after public worfhip; but was extreme- 
ly tired. O, how many are the mercies of the 
Lord! “ To them that have no might, he increafeth 
ftrength.” 

Lord’s-day, June 15. I was in a dejected, fpirit- 
lefs frame, that I could not hold up my head, nor 
look any body in the face. Yet I adminiftered the 
Lord’s fupper at Mr. Wales’s defire: and found my- 
felf in a good meafure relieved of my prefling load, 
when I came to atk a blefling on the elements. ya 
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God gave me enlargement, and a tender affectionate 
fenfe of fpiritual things: fo that it was a feafon of 
comfort to me, and I truft, more fo to others.. In 

Rev. xxii. 17. God helped me to offer a teftimony 
for himfelf, and to leave finners inexcufable in ne- 
pleding his grace. I was enabled to fpeak with fuch 

| freedom,: fluency and. clearnefs, as commanded the * 
| attention of the great. I was extremely tired, in the 
evening, but enjoyed compofure and fweetnefs. 
Monday, June 16. I preached again; and God 

helped me amazingly, fo that this was a refrefhing 
For ever bleffed be 

God for help afforded at this time, when my body 
was fo weak, and there was fo large an ailembly to 
hear. 

June 19. I vifited my pecple with two of the Reve- 
rend Correfpondents: I {pent fome time in converfation 
with them upon fpiritual things; and took care of 
their worldly concerns. ae 
This day makes up a complete year from the firk 

time of my preaching to thefe Indians in New-Jer- 
ty. ———-W hat amazing things has God wrought in 
this time for thefe poor people! What a furprizing 
change appears in their tempers and behaviour ! How 
ae favage Pagans transformed into affectionate, and 
bumble chriftians! and their drunken and Pagan 
howlings, turned into fervent prayers and praifes to 
God! They ‘* who were fometimes darknefs, are 
now become light in the Lord.” May they walk as 
children of the light, and of the day! And now to 
him that is of power to ftablifh them according to 
the gofpel, and the preaching of Chriftt——To God 
valy wife, be glory through Jefus Chrift, for ever and 
ever! Amen. ‘ “ 
Before I conclude, I would make a few general re. 

sarks upon what to me appears worthy of notice. 
And, frft, I cannot but take notice that T have 

wer fince my firft coming among thefe Indians, been 
hvoured with that affiftance, which (to me) is wn- 
wumon, in preaching Chriff crucified, and making him 

the 
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the centre and mark to which all my difcourfes were 
directed. 

_ It was the principal feope of all my difcourfes for 
feveral months, (after having taught, the people fome. 
thing of the being and perfections of God, his cre. 
ation of man in a ftate of rectitude and happinefs, and 
the obligations mankind were thence under to love 
and honour him,) to lead them into an acquaintance 
with their deplorable ftate by nature: their inability 
to deliver themfelves from it: the utter infufficiency 
of any external reformation, or of any religious per. 
formances, to bring them into the favour of God, 
And thence to fhew them their abfolute need of 
Chrift to fave them from the mifery of the fallen 
ftate.—--T'o open his all fufficiency and willingnefs 
to fave the chief of finners———The freene/s and riches 
of his grate, propofed “ without money, and with. 
out price.”—-And thereupon to prefs them without de. 
lay to betake themfelves to him, under a fenfe of their 
mifery and undone eftate, for relief and everlafting 
falvation.———And to fhew them the abundant en. 
eouragement the gofpel propofes to perifhing helplef 
finners fo to do. . 

' And I have eften remarked, that whatever fub. 
je&t I have been upon, after having fpent time 
fofficient to explain the truths contained therein 
I have been naturally and eafily led to Chrift, as 
the fubflance of every one. If I treated on the being 
and glorious perfecétions of God, I was thence nai 
vally led to difcourfe of Chrift as the only ‘ way tc 
the Father.”’-—If I attempted to open the mifery of 
our fallen ftate, it was natural from thence: to fhew 
the neceffity of Chrift to undertake for us, to atone 
for our fins, and to redeem us from the power 0 
them.—If I taught the commands of God, and fhew 
ed our violation. of them, this brought me in th 
moft eafy way, to {peak of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 2 
one who had “ magnified the law’ we had_ broken 
and who was, become the end of it for righteo 
nefs, to every one that believes.”? And never did 
find fo much freedom and affiftance in making all thay“ 
‘various lines of my difcousfes meet together, and cet 
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tee, in,Chrift, as.I ha , iat : » as ve frequently done: among thefe 

_T haye equently been enabled to reprefent ie 
vine glory, the infinite. precioufnefs, the sri | 
velinefs of, the great. Redeemer; the fuitablenefs of 

his perfon.and puschafe to fupply the wants, and an- 
{yer the. utmolt defires of immortal fouls.—To open 
the infinite riches of his grace, and. the wonderful en- 
couragement propofed in the. gofpel to. unworthy; 
helplefs finners.—To,, call, invite, and. befeech thenr 
to comeand, give; up themfelves.to him, and be re- 
eqaciled to, God through, him.--To expoftulate with 
them. refpecting-their negle of one fo: infinitely love. 
y,,and. freely offered.-And. this in fuch a manner, 
with fuch, freedom,. pertinency, pathos, and. applica- 
tion, to: the, confcience, asil never could have made 
myfelf mafter of by: the moft: afliduous application. 
And have. often at fuch feafons been fuprifingly help- 
ed.in, adapting my: difcourfes tothe capacities of my 
people, and bringing them down into fuch eafy, vul- 
gar, and familiar methods of expreffion, as has render- 
ed them intelligible even to: Pagans. 
lb {tis worthy of remark, that numbers of 
‘ fe people are brought toa ftri& compliance with 
e rules of morality.and /fobriety, and to a con{cientious 

performance of the external duties of chriftianity ; with- 
cat their, having. them frequently inculcated upon 

} ot andthe. contrary vices particularly expofed, 
God was pleafed to give the grand gofpel: truths 
fach a powerful influence upon their minds, that chur 
lives were quickly reformed, without my fpendin 
time in repeated harangues upon external duties. There 
was indeed no recom for any difcourfes but thofe that 
refpected the ¢fentials of religion, and the experimental 
knowledge of divine things, while there were fo ma- 
v inquiring. daily, not how they fhould regulate 
f ein external condua&; but how they fhould efcape 
rig the wrath to come—obtain an effrdual change of 
arly—Bet an intereft in Chrift,—and come to the 

enjoyment of eternal bleflednefs.—So that my great 
| work Rill was.to lead them into a further view of their. 

R total: 
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total depravity ; to thew that‘there was no manner of 
-goodnefs in them: no good difpofitions nor defires; 
no love to God, nor delight in his commands; but 
‘on the contrary, ‘hatred, enmity, and all manner of 
‘wickednefs.—And at the fame time to open to them 
the glorious remedy provided in Chrift for helplefs . 
perifling finners, and offered freely to thofe ‘who have 
no goodnefs of their own, no “ works of righteoufnefs,” 
to recommend them to God. 
When thefe truths were felt at heart, there was no 

vice unreformed;—no exterrial’ duty neglected.—. 
Drunkennefs, the darling’ vice, was broken off, and 
{carce an inftance of it known for months together, 
The practice of bufbands and -wiees in putting away 
each other and taking others in their ftead,; was quick. 
ly reformed. ‘The fame might be faid of all. other 
vicious practices.—The reformation ‘was general; 
and all fpringing:from the internal influence of divine 
truths upon their hearts; not becaufe they had heard 
thefe awe particularly expofed, and repeatedly fpoken 
again. . Petpet 
B50 that happy experience, as well as the word of 

‘God, and the example of Chrift and his apoftles, 
have taught me, that: the preaching, which is bef 
fuited to awaken in mankind a lively apprehenfion 
of their depravity and mifery,—to excite them ear. 
neftly to feek after a change of heart, and to fy fe 
refuge to Chrift, as the only hope jet before them, is like 
to be molt fuccefsful toward the reformation of their 
external conduct.—-I have found that clofe addrefles 
and folemn applications of divine truths to the con- 
{cience, ftrike death to the root of all vice; : while 
{mooth and plaufible harangues upor moral virtues and 
external duties, at belt do no more than lop off the 
branches of corruption. 
. I;do not intend, by. what-I have obferved, to re- 
prefent the preaching of morality, and prefling perfons 
to the external performance of duty, to be unneceflary 
and ufelefs at any time ; and efpecially at times: when 
there is lefs of divine power attending the means of, 
grace.—It is doubtlefs among the things that * ought 

& : to 

: 
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to be done,’? while “ others are not to be left um- 
done:”——But what I principally defign is to difcover‘ 
aplain matter of faét, viz. That the external compli- 
ance with the rules of chriftianity, appearing among: 
my people, are not the effect of any merely rationa 
view of the beauty of: morality, but of the internal in-- 
fluence that divine truths have had upon their hearts. : 

Thirdly, Itis remarkable, that God has fo continue: 
edand renewed the fhowers of his grace: fo quick- 
ly fet up his kingdom among thefe people ; and fo 
fmiled upon them in relation to their acquirement of 
knowledge, both divine and. human. It is now near 
a year fince the beginning of this gracious out-pour-: 
ing Of the divine Spin among them :: and although: 
ithas often feemed to decline for fome fhort time,: 
yet the fhower was renewed, and the work of grace 
revived again:-fo that a divine influence feems fill: 
to attend the means of grace, in a greater or lefs de.’ 
gree: whereby religious perfons are refrefhed; {trength- 
ened, arid eltablifhed,—convictions revived and pro-- 
moted in many inftances,—and fome:newly awakened: 
from time te time; Although. it-muft. be.acknowledg.. 
ed that for fome time paft, there has appeared a: more: 
nanifelt decline of this work. Yet (bleffed be God): 
there is ftill an appearance of divine power,.a defirae: 
id degree of tendernefs and devotion in our affem--’ 
blies. : 
And.as God has continued the fhowers of his grace- 

among this people; fo has he with uncommon quiche : 
uf: fet up his: vifible: kingdom:in the midft of them. 
Ihave now baptized, fince the conclufion of my laft ' 
Journal, thirty perfons, fifteen adults, and fifteen 
children. Which added to the number there -men- | 
tioned, makes feventy-feven perfons; whereof thirty. : 
eight are adults, and thirty-nine children; and all 
within the {pace of eleven months paft.—And have 
baptized no adults, but fuch as appeared to havea work 
of grace in their hearts: I mean fuch as have had the 
experience not only of the awakening, but of the re. | 
hewing and comforting influences of the divine Spirit. 

: -R2 Much 
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. Muth of the goodnefs of God has appeared in te. 

Jation to their acquirement of knowledge, both in 
religion and in common life. There has a won. 
derful thirft atter chrifiian knowledge among them, and 
an eager detire of being inftruéed. This has promot. 
ed them to afk many pertinent as well as important 
queftions. Many of the doétrines I have delivered, 
they have queried with me about, in order to gain 
further light into them: and have from time to time 
manifefted a good underftanding of them, by their 
anfwers to the queftions orondieds | 

- They have likewife taken patns, and appeared re. 
markably apt in learning to fing Pfalms, and are now 
able to fing with a good degree of decency in the 

‘ worfhip of God. 
They have alfo acquired a confiderable degree of 

ufeful knowledge in the uffairs of common life: fo 
that they now appear like rational creatures, fit for 
human fociety, free from that favage roughnefs and 
brutifh Rupidity, which rendered them very difagreea. 
ble in their Pagan ftate. 
And as they are defirous of inftrucion, and furpri. 

fingly apt in the reception of it, fo divine providence 
has frniled upon them in regard of proper means in ore 
der to it.——-The attempts made for a /chool among 
them have fucceeded, and a kind providence has fent 
them a /chool-mafter, of whom I may juftly fay, 1 know 
of “no man likeeminded, who will naturally ¢are for 
their ftate.”? | 

He has generally thirty or thirty-five children in 
his fchool : and when he kept an evening fehool (as. 
he did while the length of the evenings would admit 
Py =) he had fifteen or twenty people, married and 
3 e. ‘ } 

“Fhe children learn with furprifing readinefs ; fo 
that their majffer tells me, he never had any Englith 
{chool that learned, in general, near fo faft. There 
were not above two im thirty, although fome of them 
were very {mvall, but what learned to know all the 
letters in the alphabet diftinétly, within three days after 
his entrance upon his bufinefs; and divers a fli 
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fpace learned to /pell confiderably ; and fome of them 
ince the beginning of February laft (at which time. 
the fchool was fet up) have learned fo much, that 
they are able to read in a Pfalter or Teflament without 
‘felling. | 
They are inftructed in the duty of fecret prayer, 
and moft of them conftantly attend it night and morn- 
ing, and are very careful to inform their matter if 
they apprehend any of their little fchool-mates ne- 
le&t that.religious exercife. 
Fourthly, It is worthy to be noted, that amid /o 

great_a work of conviction,—fo much concern. and 
religious affection, there has been no prevalency, nor 
indeed any confiderable appearance of falfe religion, (if 
Imay fo term it) or heats of imagination, intempe- 
rate zeal, and fpiritual pride; which corrupt mix- 
tures too often attend the revival of religion; and 
that there have been fo very few inftances of fcan- 
dalous behaviour among thofe. who have appeared 
ferious. The religious concern that perfons have been 
under, has generally been rational and juf; arifing 
from a féenfe of their fins, and the divine difpleafure 
on the account of them; as well as their utter inabi- 
lity to: deliver themfelves: from the mifery they felt 
and feared. And it is remarkable, although the con. 
cern of many perfons has been very great and pref~ 
fing, yet I have never feen any thing like de/pair at- 
tending. it ins any one inftance: whence it is appa- 
rent, there is not that danger of perfons being driven - 
into.defpair. under piritual trouble, (unlefs in cafes of 
melancholy, ) that the world in general is ready to 
imagine. ; 
The comfort, perfons have obtained after their dif. 
treffes, has likewife. in general appeared folid,. well- 
grounded, and {fcriptural ;- arifing from a fpiritual 
and fupernatural illumination of mind,—a view of di- 
vine things as they are,——a complacency of. foul in the. 
divine perfections,—and a péculiar fatisfaction in the. 
way of: falvation by free grace in the great Redeemer... 
, Their joys have feemed to rife from a variety of 

ae Ge 3 views 
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_ Views and confiderations of divine things, although 

for fubftance the fame. maa oe 
_ Some have at firlt appeared to rejoice efpecially in 
the wi/dom of God, difcovered in the way of falvation 
by Chrift: it then appearing to them ‘a néw and 
living way,” a way they had never thought, nor had 
any juft conception of, until upened to them by the 
Special influence of the divine {pirit: “And fome of 
them, upon a lively /piritual view of this way of falva. 
tion, have wondered at their patft folly in feeking fal. 
vation other ways, and have admired that they never 
faw this way of falvation before, which now appeared 

in and eafy. ; } 
‘ Bites Nae baa a more general view of the beauty 
and excellency of 'Chrift, and have had their fouls-. 

imhted with an apprehenfion of his glory, as un- 
fred tably eddesidinicr all they had ever conceived be. 
fore ; yet without fingling out (as it were) any one of 
the divine perfections in particular ; fo that although 
their comforts have feemed to arife from a variety of 
views of divine glories, ftill they were /piritual and 

views of them. ‘ik 
Jesrhat the Indians’ notions of God aré, in their Pa- 
gan-ftate, is hard, precifely to determine. I have 
taken much pains to inquire of my chriftian people, 
whether they, before their acquaintance with chrif- 
tianity, imagined whether there was a plurality of 
great invifible powers, or whether they fuppofed 

_ but one fuch being, and worfhipped him in a variety 
of fhapes: but cannot learn any thing of them {fo 
diftin& as to be fully fatisfying- upon the point. 
Their notions in that {tate wére fo prodigioufly dark 
and confufed, that they feemed not to know what 

themfelves. But fo far as I can learn, 
re ase nthe of a plurality of invifible deities, 
and paid fome kind of homage to them promifcuoufly, 
under a great variety of fhapes. And it is hip 
thofe who yet remain Pagans, pay fome kind of fu- , f 4 

tious reverence to beafts, birds, fifhes, _an 
fentiles that is, fome to one kind of animal, 

and fome to another. They do not indced fppel 
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divirie power efential to thefe creatures, but that fome 
invifible beings (I cannot learn that it is always one 
fuch being only, but divers) communicate to thefe 
animals a great power, either one or other of them, 
(jor as it happens,) and fo make thefe creatures 

e immediate authors of good to certain perfons. 
‘Whence fuch a creature becomes /acred to the per- 
‘fons’to whom he is fuppofed to be the immediate 
author of good, and through him they mutt worfhip 
the invifible powers, though to others he is no more 
than another creature. And perhaps another animal 
if looked upon to be the immediate author of good 
to another, and confequently he muft worfhip the 
invifible powers in that animal. And I have known 
a Pagan burn fine tobacco for incenfe, in order to 
» ae the anger of that invifible power which he 
uppofed prefided over rattle-/nakes, becaufe. one of 
ate animals was killed by another Indian near ‘his 
onle. 

- But I find, that in ancient times, before the com- 
ing of the white people, fome fuppofed there were 
four invifible powers, who prefided over the four 
cerners of the earth. Others imagined the /un to be 
the only deity, and that all things were made by him: 
others at the fame time having a confufed notion of 
a certain body or fountain of deity, fomewhat liké 
the anima mund:, fo frequently mentioned by the 
tiore learned ancient Heathens, diffufing itfelf to 
various animals, and even to inanimate things, mak. 
ing them the immediate authors of good to certain 
perfons. But after the coming of the white people, 
they feemed to fuppofe there were three deities, and 
three only, becaufe they faw people of three diffe. 
refit kinds of complexion, viz. Englifh, Negroes, and 
themfelves. , 

It is a notion pretty generally prevailing amon 
them, that it was not the /ame God made ries, whe 
nide us, but that they wére made after thé white 
people; which further fhews, that they imagine a 
plurality of divine powers. And I faticy they fup- 
pole their god gained fome fpecial fkill by feeing the 

: white 
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white people made, and fo made them better: for it 
is certain they look upon themfelves, and their me. 
thods of living, (which, they fay, their god exprefsly 
prefcribed,) as vaftly preferable to the white people, 
and their methods. And hence they will frequently fir 
and laugh at them, as being good for nothing but to 

. fatigue themfelves with hard labour; while they en- 
joyed the fatisfaction of ftretching themfelyes on the 
ground, and fleeping as much as they pleafe;. and 
have no other trouble than now and then to chafe the 
deer. Hence, by the way, many of them look upon 
it as difgraceful to them to become chriftians, as 
it would be effeemed among chriftians to become 
a Pagan: and though they fuppofe our religion will 
do well enough for us, becaufe prefcribed by our God, 
yet it is no ways proper for them, becaufe not of the 
fame make and original. 

They feem to have fome confufed notion of a fu. 
ture ftate, and many of them imagine that the chi 
chang, (i. e. the fhadow,) or what furvives the body, 
will at death go fouthward, and in an unknown but 
curious place, will enjoy fome kind of happinefs, 
fuch as hunting, feafting, dancing. And what they 
fuppofe will contribute much to their happinefs in 
that ftate is, that they fhall never be weary of thofe 

entertainments. It feems by this notion of their go- 
ing fouthward to obtain happinefs, as if they had their 
courfe into thefe parts from fome very cold climate, 
and found the further they went /outhward the more 
comfortable they were; and thence concluded, that 
perfect felicity was to be found further towards the 
fame point. 

_ They feem to have fome faint notion of rewards and 
punifoments, or at leaft happine/s and mifery in a future 
ftate, that is, fome that I have converfed with, though 
others feem to know no fuch thing. Thofe that fup- 
pofe this, imagine that moft will be happy, and thofe 
that are not fo, will be punifhed only with privation, 
being excluded the walls of that good world where 
happy fouls thall dwell. 

Thels 

- Thef 
depend 
the duc 
towards 
any thir 
very an 

| whether 

is nature 
ing or of 

mort, or at 
hem in thy 
lat in offe 

rence tc 

hat thofe 
mmpany o 

va ufe Ge ( 

hs of any 

Mhappy if 
Ry are exc 
Rasa righ 
+ 



( 201 ) . 
Thefe rewards and punifhments they fuppofe te 

refsly depend entirely upon their conduct with relation to 
eople, the duties of the fecond tablé, i. e. their behaviour 
tly fit towards mankind, and not to have any reference to 
but to ay thing that relates to God. I once confulted a 
ey ene very ancient, but imtelligent Indian upon this -point, 
on the Mig whether the Indians of old times had fuppofed ‘there 
3. and was any thing of the man that ‘would furvive the 
afe the body? He replied, Yes. I afked him, where they 
k upon fim foppofed its abode would be? He replied, “ It would 
ns, as go fouthward.”. I afked him further, whether it 
become Mamwould be happy there? He anfwered, after fome 
ion will Hi confiderable pause, that the fouls of good folks would 
wr God, Mile happy, and the fouls of dad folks miferable.”? I 
tof the Hiithen afked him, who he called dad folks ? His anfwer 

vas, “ Thofe who lie, fteal, quarrel with their neigh- 
burs, are unkind to their friends, and efpecially to 
wed parents, and, in a word, are a plague: to mati- 
lind.” ‘Thefe were-his bad folks 3 but not a word was 
id of their neglect of divine worfhip, and their bad- 
xfs in that refpec. ) 
They have indeed fome kind of worfhip, are fre- 

gently offering facrifices to fome fuppofed invifible 
powers, and are very ready to impute thelr calamitiés 
nthe pra/ent world, to the negleé& of thefe facrificés 5 
nt there is no appearance of reverence and devotion : 
mthe homage they pay ther’; and what they do of 
is nature, feems to be done only to appeafe the 
myer of their deities, to engage them to do them no 
hort, or at moft, only to in'vite thefe powers to fucceed 
hem in thofe enterprifes they are engaged in. So 
lat in offermg thefe facrifices, they feem to have no 

e to a future ftate. And they feem to imagine, 
hat thofe they call bad folks, are excluded from the 
wmpany of good people in that ftate, not fo much 
vaufe God ts determined to punifh them for their 

ws Of any kind, as becaufe they would render others 
ihappy if admitted to dwell with them. So that 
ley are excluded rather of neceffity, than by God aé- 
asa righteous judge. 
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They give much heed to dreams, becaufe they fip. 
pofe thefe invifible powers give them directions there.. 
in. They are likewife much attached to the tradi-. 
tions of their fathers, who have informed them of. 
divers miracles anciently wrought, which they firmly 
believe. They alfo mention me wonderful things 
which, they fay, have happened fince the memory 
of fome who are now living. One affirmed to me, 
that himfelf had once been dead four days, that moft. 
of his. friends were. gathered together to his funeral,. 
and. that ,he fhould. have been buried, but that fome 
of his relations. who were: fent for, were not arrived, 
before whofe coming he came to life again. In this. 
time, he: fays, he went,to- the place where the fun 
rifes, (imagining the earth to be plain;): and dire@ly 
over that place,.at.a great height in the air, he was. 
admitted, he.fays, into a great houfe, which he fup.. 
pofes. was feveral miles in length,.and faw:many won- 
derful: things. : : 

. What. increafes their averfion to chriftianity is the 
influence their powwows have upon them. Thele are. 
fuppofed. to have a- power of foretelling future events, 
of recowering the fick, and of charming perfons -to death,. 
And their fpirit, in its various operations, feems to 
be a fatanical imitation of the fpirit of prophecy that 
the church in early ages. was favoured. with. 
I have laboured..to gain fome acquaintance with. 

this affair, and. have. for.that end confulted the man 
mentioned in my Journal of May. 9,. who, fince his, 
converfion to chriftianity, has endeavoured to give 
me the beft intelligence he could of this matter.. But 
it feems to be fuch a. myfery of iniquity, that I cannot 
well underftand it; and, fo far as I can learn, he 
himfelf has not any clear notions of the thing, now 
his {pirit of divination is.gone from him. However, 
the ‘manner in which he fays he obtained: this. fpirit 
was, he was admitted ‘into the prefence of a great 
man, who informed him, that he loved, pitied, and 
defired to do him good. It was notin this world that 
he faw the great man, but ina world above . ° vat 
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diftance from ‘this. The great man, he fays, was 
clothed wich the day yea, with the brighteft day 
he ever faw; a'day of many ‘years; yea, of everlaft- 
ing continuance! This whole world, he fays, was 
drawn upon him, fo that in him, the earth, and all 
things in it, might be feen. I afked him, if rocks, 
mountains, and feas were drawn upon, or appeared 
inhim? He replied, that every thing that was beau- 
‘gfal and lovely: in the earth was upon him, and 
might be feen by looking on him, as well as if one 
was‘on the earth to take a view of themthere. By 
the fide of the great man, he fays, ftood his fhadow 
orfpirit. ‘This fhadow, he fays, was as lovely as the 
man himfelf, and filled all places, and was mott 
agreeable as well as wonderful to him.——Here he 

Sys, he tarried fome time, and was unfpeakably -en- 
rtained‘and delighted with a view of the great man, 
ifhis fhadow or fpirit, and of all things inhim. And 
hat is moft of. all aftonifhing, he imagines all this 
0 hawe pafled before he was born. He never had 
Keen, *he fays, in-this world at that time. And what 
mnfirms’him ‘ia the belief of this is, that the great 
man told: him, that he muft come down-to earth, be 
horn: of -fuch a woman, ‘meet with fuch and /fuch things, 
nd in particular, that ‘he fhould: once in his life be 
pilty of murder. At this‘he was difpleafed, and told 
tle. great man, ‘he Would never murder. But the 
. eat man replied, ¢.1 have faid it, and it -fhall be 
p.”” Which has .accordingly happened. At this 
time,” he.fays, the great man afked him what the 
mould chufe in life?: He replied, firft to be a unter, 
ud afterwards to be a:powwow or diviner. ‘Whereup- 
mthe great man told him, he fhould have what he 
tired, and that his /badoa fhould go along with him 
bwn to earth, and be with-him’for ever. There 

he fays, all this time no words fpoken between 
hem. The*conference was not carried on by any 
fuman language, but they had a kind of mental intel- 
ence of each others thoughts. After this, he fays, 
faw the great man no more; but fuppofes he came 

hwa to.eatth to.be born; but the fpirit or ee 
“pi e 
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the 

fince which. it has entirely left him. 
is fpirit, he fays, ufed fometimes to dire him 

in fn ag ) to fuck a place and hunt, afluring 
if there meet with fuccefs; which ac. 

fo. And when he had been ue 
i {pirit would order him. to other 

en wg he had fuccefs in hunting, according 

him. he. fhoul 
cordingly proved fo. 

ta the great man’s promife made. to him at the time 
his chufing this employment. | 

There, were, fometimes when this fpirit came upon 
7 hat, he im in a /pecial manner, and he was full of w 

ro in 1 ge ago and then,, he fays, ie 
light, and not only Agdt himéfelf, but it beng ight a 
around dim, fo that he could fee through men,. rs 
know the thoughts of their hearts. Thefe dep 
Satan. leave to others to fathom, and do not kno 
what ideas to affix to fuch terms, nor can. guefs, what 

ions of things thefe creatures have at the time 
shen they call eiemnthlves all ight, But my interpre 
ter tells me, that he heard one. of them _ — 
Indian the fecret thoughts of his heart,. which he had 
never divulged. The cafe was this, the Indian wa 
bitten with a {nake, and was in extreme pain.. Where 
upon the diviner (who was applied to for his wren 
told him, that at /uch a time he had negra a 
the next deer he killed he, would facrifice.it 2 om 
reat. power, but had broken his promife, . ‘An Eo 

faid he, that great power has, ordered: this fae . 
bite you, for. vee neglect. The Indian. con 2 : 
was fo, but faid he had never, told any. body o 
But as Satan, no doubt, excited the: Indian. ta tog 
that promife, it was no wonder he, fhould be able. 
‘communicate the matter. to the conjurer. ee 

©On Friday, and Saturday, he, was. very ies : 
‘but yet preached to his people. on Saturday. : ole 

-nefs continued on the Sabbaths but he preac : 
- ‘withftanding both. parts of, the. day ; and 2 es 

public. dalite Seeinreted: to. apply divine. 

great ftil] attended him, and ever after cog. 
tinued to iia him in dreams and other ways, 
until he felt the power of God’s word upon his heart; 
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to the confciences of fome, and addreffed them perfo- 
nally for that end; feveral were in tears, and fome 
appeared much affected. ‘But he was extremely wea- 
ried with the fervice, and was fo ill at night, that he 
could have no bodily reft ; but remarks, that *“ God 
was his fupport, and that he was not left deftitute of 
comfort in him.” On Monday, he continued very 
il; but fpeaks of his mind being calm and compof- 
ed, refigned to the divine difpenfations, and content 
with his feeble ftate. ] 
Lord’s-day, June 29. 1 preached both parts of the - 

day, from John xiv. 19. “ Yet a little while, and the 
world feeth me no more,” &c. God was pleafed to 
afford me both freedom and power; and his power 
appeared in the affembly in both exercifes. Num- 
bers of God’s people were refrefhed and melted with 
divine things: one or two comforted, who had been : 
long under diftrefs; convi&ions, in divers inftances, 
powerfully revived; and one man in years much 
awakened, who had not long frequented our meet- 
ing, and appeared before as ftupid as a ftock. 
God amazingly renewed my ftrength. I was fo {pent 
at noon, that I could fearce walk, and all my joints 
tembled; fo that I could not fit, nor fo much as 
hold my hand ftills and yet God ftrengthened me 
to preach with power in the afternoon. I {pent 
fome time afterwards in converfing particularly, 
with feveral perfons. I prayed afterwards with a 
fick child, and gave a word of exhortation, and re- 
turned home with more health than I went out; al- 
though my linen was wringing wet upon me, from a 
little after ten in the morning, till. paft five in the 
afternoon. My fpirits alfo were confiderably refrefh- 
ed, and my foul rejoiced in hopes that I had through 
grace done fomething for God.’ In the evening I 
walked out, and enjoyed a fweet feafon in fecret 
prayer and praife. But O, I found the truth of the 
Pfalmift’s words, ‘* My  goodnefs extendeth not to 
thee!’? I could not make any returns to God; I 
longed to live only to him, and to be in.gune for 
his praife and fervice for ever. O, for fpirituality and 
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holy fervency, that I might /pend and be /pent for God 
to my lateft moment ! : 

Tuefday, July 1. In the afternoon I vifited and 
preached to my people, from Heb. ix. 27. on oc. 
cafion of fome perfons lying at the point of death, 
‘in my congregation. God gave me affiftance; and 
his word, made an impreffion upon the audience in 
general, , 

[On Wednefday he went to Newark, to a meetin 
-of the Prefbytery. The remaining part of the wee 
he fpent there, and at Elifatieth-Town.] 

Monday, July 7. My {pirits were confiderably: 
refrefhed. There is no comfort, I find, in any en. 
joyment, without enjoying God, and being engaged 
in his fervice. 
able converfation that ever I remember in all my life, 
upon God’s being all in all, and all enjoyments being 

_jult thas to us which God makes them, and no more. 
It-is good to begin and end with God. 

Saturday, July 12. This day. was fpent in fafting 
and prayer by my congregation, as preparatory to the 
facrament. I difcourfed, both parts of the day, 
from Rom. iv. 25. ‘ ‘Who was delivered for our 
.offences,” &c. God gave me affiftance in my dif- 
courfes, and divine power attended the word; fo 
that this was an agreeable feafon. Afterwards, I led 
‘them to_a folemn renewal of their covenant, and 
frefh dedication of themfelves to God. ‘This was a 
feafon both of folemnity and fiweetnefs, and God 
feemed to be ‘in the midft of us.” 

Lord’s-day,; July 13. In the forenoon, I difcourfed 
on the bread of life, from John vi. 35.. God gave me 
affilance, and there appeared fome ‘tender affection 
in the aflembly. I adminiftered the facrament of the 
Lord’s fupper, to thirty-one perfons of the Indians, 
God feemed to be prefent in this ordinance : the 
communicants were fweetly refrefhed. O, how they 
melted, even when the elements were firft uncovered! 
There was. fcarcely a dry eye among them, when 1 
took off the linen, and fhewed them the fymbols of 
Cbrif?'s brokin body——Having refted a little ate 
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the xdminiftration of the facrament, I vifited the 
communicants, and found them generally in a fweet, 
loving frame. In the afternoon I difcourfed upon 
coming to Chriff, and the fatisfaétion of thofe who co fo. 
This was likewife an agreeable feafon, a feafon of 
much tendernefs ; and I returned home much {pent, 
yet rejoicing in the goodnefs of Goil. 
Monday, July 14. J difcourfed from Pfal. cxix.. 

106. “I have fworn, and I will perform it,” &c. 
There appeared to be a powerful influence on the: 
aflembly, and confiderable melting under the word. 
Afterwards, I led them to a renewal of their cove- 
nant before God, (that they would watch over them-: 
felves and one another, left they fliould fall into fin 
and difhonour the name of Chrift,) juft as I did on® 
Monday, April 28. This tranfaction was. atterded 
with great folemnity : and God owned.it by exciting: 
in them a fear and jealoufy of themfélves, left they 
fhould fin againft God. 
[The next day, he fet-out on a journey towards 

Philadelphia ;. from whence he did not return till’ 
Saturday.. He went this journey, and fpent the: 
week under great illnefs of body and déejection of 
mind. } 
Monday,. July 21. I. preached to the Indians,. 

chiefly for the fake of fome ftrangers. I then pro- 
pofed my defign of taking. a journey: to Sufquehan-- 
nah; and. exhorted my people to pray for me, that 
God would be with me on that journey, and chofe di- 
vers perfons of the congregation to travel with me. . 
Monday, July 28. 1 was very weak, and fcaree 

able to perform any bufinefs, but I enjoyed fweetnefs 
and comfort in prayer; and was compofed and come 

fortable through the day : my mind was intenfe, and 
my heart fervent in. fécret duties, and I longed to 
Ipend and be fpent for God. 

Tuefday, July 29. My mind was cheerful, and 
free from thofe melancholy damps, that I am often 
exercifed with. In the evening, I enjoyed a com- 
fortable feafon in fecret prayer, was helped to plead 
with God for my own red people: and for the di- 
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vine prefence to attend me in my intended journey te 
Sufquehannah. 

Wednefday, July 30. I was uncommonly eafy, 
both in body and mind: my mind was folemn, 1 was 
affited in my work, and God feemed to be near me: 
fo that the day was as comfortable as moft I have en. 
joyed for fome time. 

Friday, Auguft 1. In the evening I enjoyed a 
{weet feafon in feeret prayer: clouds and perplexing 
cares were {weetly fcattered, and nothing anxious re. 
mained. O, how ferene was my mind at this feafon! 
how free from that diftracting concern I have often 
felt! ‘* Thy will be done,” was a petition {weet to 
my foul; and if God had bidden me chufe for myfelf 
in any affair, 1 fhould have chofen rather to have re. 
ferred the choice to him; for I faw that he was inf. 
nitely wife, and could not do any thing amifs, as I was 
-in danger of doing. 

Saturday, Auguft 2. I preached from Matt. xi, 
19. and the prefence of God feemed to be remark. 
‘ably in the aflembly. . Blefled be God for fuch a re. 
vival among us. Jn the evening I was very weary, 

-- but found my fpirits fupported and refrefhed. 
Friday, Auguft 5. I preached at the funeral of 

one of my chriftians, from Ifai. lvii. 2. was oppreffed 
with the nervous head-ach, and, confiderably dejected; 
however, I had a little freedom. I was extremely 
weary in the evening; but notwithftanding, enjoyed 
fome liberty in prayer, and found the dejeétion that 
I feared, much removed, and my {pirits confiderably 
refrefhed. | 

Thurfday, Auguft 7. I rode to my houfe, where 
I fpent the laft winter, in order to bring fome things 
I needed for my Sufquehannah journey. I was re- 
frefhed to fee that place, which God fo marvelloufly 
vifited with the fhowers of his grace. How amaz- 
ingly did the power of God appear there! “ Blefs the 
Lord, G my foul !” 
~ Saturday, Auvgult 9. 
my people, fet their affairs in order, and contrived 
for them the management of their worldly bufinefs: 
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difcourfed to them in a folemn manner, and cone 
cluded with prayer. I was compofed in the even- 
ing, and fervent in fecret prayer: had a view of the 
eternal world, and much ferenity of mind. O, that I 
could magnify the Lord for any freedom he affords 
me in prayer ! 
Monday, Auguft 11. Being about to fet out for 

Sufquehannah the next day, I fpent fome time this 
day in prayer with my people, that God would blefs 
and fucceed my journey: and fet up his kingdom 
among the poor Indians in the wildernefs. While 
Iwas opening and applying part of the cxth Pfalm, 
the power of God defcended on the affembly ; and 
while I was making the firft prayer, numbers were 
melted, and I found affectionate enlargement of foul. 
God helped me, and my interpreter alfo: there was 
a fhaking and melting among us; and divers, J 
doubt not, were in fome meafure * filled with the 
Holy Ghoft ;”? efpecially, while I infifted upon the 
promife. of all nattons blefing the great Redeemer: my 
foul was refrefhed to think, that this glorious feafon | 
hould furely come, and numbers of my dear people - 
were alfo refrefhed. Afterwards I prayed ;-and had 
fome freedom, but was alfo fpent: then 1 walked . 
out, and left my people to carry on religious exer- 
ce among themfelves: they prayed repeatedly, and 
fung, while I refted and refrefhed myfelf. Afters 
wards I went to the meeting, prayed with, and dif. - 
miffed the aflembly. Blefled be God, this has been a» 
day of grace. 
{The next day he fet out on his journey towards . 

Sufquehannah, and fix of his chriftians Indians with : 
him, whom he had chofen out of his congregation, . 
as thofe that he judged ‘moft fit to affilt him. He 
took his way through Philadelphia, intending to go 
to Sufquehannah river, far down, where it is fettled 
by the white people, below the country inhabited 
by the Indians; and fo to travel up the river to the 
ladian habitations: for although this:was much fars 
ther about, yet hereby he avoided the huge moun- 
tins and hideous isa which in. time pet De 
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had found to be extremely fatiguing. He rode this 
week as far as Charleftown, a place of that name 
about thirty miles weftward of Philadelphia; where 
he arrived on Friday; and in his way hither, was 
for 1g moft part in a compofed, comfortable ftate of 
mind. ] , 

Saturday, Auguft 16. [At Charleftown.} It be. 
ing a day kept by the people of the place where I 
now was, as preparatory to the celebration of the 
Lord’s fupper, I tarried, heard Mr. Treat preach, 
and then preached myfelf. God gave me fome free. 
dom, and helped me to difcourfe with warmth, and 
application to the confcience. Afterwards I was 
refrefhed in fpirit, though much tired ; and fpent the 
evening agreeably in prayer, and chriftian con. 
verfation. 

Monday, Auguft 18. I rode on my way towards 
Paxton, upon Sufquehannah river, but felt my {pirits 
fink towards night. 

Tuefday, Auguft 19. 1 rode forward ftill; and at 
night lodged by the fide of Sufquehannah. 

Wednefday, Auguft 20. Having lain in a cold 
fweat all night, I coughed much bloody matter. this 
morning ; but what gave me encouragement was, I 
had a fecret hope that I might fpeedily get a difmif. 
fion from earth, and all its forrows. I rode this day 
to one Chambers’s upon Sufquehannah, and there 
lodged, but was much afflicted, in the evening, with 
an ungodly crew, drinking and fwearing. O, what 
a hell would it be, to be numbered with the ungodly ! 

Thurfday, Auguft 21. I rode up the river about 
fifteen miles, and there lodged, in a family that ap- 
peared quite deftitute of God. I laboured to dif- 
courfe with the man about the life of religion, but 
found him very artful in evading’it. O, what a death 
it is to fome, to hear of the things of God! 

Friday, Auguft 22. I continued my courfe up the 
river: my people now being with me, who before 
were parted from me, travelled above all the Englih 
fettlements ; at night, lodged in the open woods, - 
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flept with more comfort, than while among an un- 
godly company of white people. 
» Lord’s-day, Auguft 24, Towards noon I vifited 
fome of the Delawares, and dicourfed with them 
about chriftianity. In the afternoon I difcourfed to 
the King, and others, upon divine things, who feemed 
difpofed to hear. I fpent moft of the day in thefe 
exercifes. In. the evening I enjoyed fome comfort 
and fatisfaction ; efpecially in fecret prayer: this du- 
ty was made fo agreeable to me, that I loved to walk 
abroad and repeatedly engage ‘in it. : 
Monday, Auguft 25. 1 fent out my people to talk 

with the Indians, and contrac& a familiarity with 
them. Some good feemed to be done by their vifit 
this day, and divers appeared willing to hearken to 
chriftianity. 
Tuefday, Auguft 26. About noon I difcourfed to 

aconfiderable number of Indians. I was enabled to 
fpeak with much plainnefs, warmth, and. power. 
The difcourfe had impreflion upon fome, and made 
them appear very ferious. 
‘Wednefday, Auguft 27. There having been a 

thick fmoke in the houfe where I lodged, I was this 
morning . diftreffed with pains in my head and neck. 
In the morning the fmoke was ftill the fame: and a 
cold eafterly ftorm gathering, I could neither live 
within doors nor without, any long time together; I 
was pierced with the rawnefs of the air abroad, in 
the houfe diftrefled with the fmoke. This day I lived 
in great. diftrefs, and had not health enough to do 
any thing to purpofe. 
Thuriday, Auguft 28. I was under great concern 

of mind. I was vifited by fome who defired to hear 
me preach; and difcourfed to them in the afternoon, 
with fome fervency, and laboured to perfuade them 
to turn to God. I fcarce ever faw more clearly, that 
itis God’s work to convert fouls. I knew I could not 
touch them, I faw I could only fpeak to dry bones, but 
could give them no fenfe of what I faid. My eyes 
hg up to God for help: I could fay, the work was 

Friday, 

f 
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Friday, Augult 29. I travelled to the Delawares, 

found few at home: felt poorly, but was able to {pend 
fome time alone in reading God’s word, and in prayer. 

Lord’s-day, Auguft 31. I {pake the word of God, 
| to fome few of the Sufquehannah Indians. In the 

afternoon, I felt very weak and feeble. O, how 
heavy is my work, when wil cannot take hold of an 
almighty arm, for the performance of it.. 

Monday, September 1. I fet out on a journey to. 
wards a place called The great Jfland, about fifty miles 
diftant from Shaumoking, in the north-weftern branch 
of Sufquehannah. At night I lodged in the woods, 
1 was exceeding feeble, this day, and fweat much the 
night following. 

Tuefday, September 2. 1 rode forward; but no 
fafter than my people went on foot. I was. fo feeble 
and faint, that I feared it, would kill me to lie out in; 
she open air ; and fome of our company being parted 
from us, fo that: we had now no axe with us, | had 
no way but to climb into a young pine-tree, and 
with my knife to lop the branches, and fo made a: 
fhelter trom the dew. I fweat much in the night, fo 
that my linen was almoft wringing wet all night. I 
{catce ever was more weak and weary than this even-. 
ing. 
Wednefday, September 3. I rode to Delaware 

town; and found divers drinking and drunken. I 
difcourfed with fome of the Indians about chriftianity; 
obferved my interpreter much engaged in his work; 
fome few perfons feemed to hear with great éa-neft- 
nefs. About noon, I rode to a fmall town of Shau- 
waunoes, about eight miles diftant : fpent an hour. 
or two there, and returned to the Delaware town. 
O, what a dead, barren, unprofitable wretch did 
I now fee mytelf to be! My fpirits were fo low, 
and my bodily ftrength fo wafted, that I could do 
nothing at all. At length, being much overdone, I 
lay down on a buffalo hin; but fweat much the whole 
night. 

| *Thurfday, September 4, I difcourfed with the In- 
dians about chriftianity: my interpreter, afterwards, 
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carrying on the difcourfe, to a confiderable. lengths 
fome few appeared well difpofed, and fomewhat af- 
fected. I left this place, and returned towards Shau- 
moking ; and at night, lodged in the place where I 
lodged the Monday night before. But my people be- 
ing belated, did not come to me till paft ten at night; 
fo that I had no fire to drefs any victuals, or to keep 
me warm; and I was fcarce ever more weak and 
worn out in my life. , 
Friday, September 5. I was fo weak, that I could: 

fcarcely ride: it feemed fometimes as if. I mutt fall off 
my thorfe: however, I got to Shaumoking, towards 
night, and felt thankfulnefs, that God had fo far pre- 
ferved me. 
_ Saturday, September 6. _ 1 fpent the day in avery 
weak ftate; coughing and fpitting blood, and having 
little appetite to any food I had with me. I was able 
to do very little, except difcourfe awhile of divine 
ings to. my own people, and to fome few I met 
With. ; 

Monday, September 8.. I {pent the forenoon among 
the Indians ; in the afternoon, left Shaumoking, and 
returned down the river a few miles. I had propofed 
to have tarried a confiderable time longer among the 
‘Indians upon Sufquehannah; but was hindered by 
the weakly circumftances of my own people, and 
pecially my own extraordinary weaknefs, having 
been exercifed with great nocturnal fweats, and a 
coughing up: of blood, in almoft the whole of the 
journey. TI was a great part of the time fo feeble 
jand faint, that it feemed as though I never fhould be 
able to reach home; and at the fame time deftitute 
of the comforts, yea, neceflaries of life: at leaft, 
what was neceflary for one in fo weak a ftate. In this 
journey I fometimes was enabled to fpeak the word 
of God with power, and divine truths made fome 
impreflions on divers that heard me; fo that feveral, 
both men and women, old and young, feemed to 
leave to us, and be well difpofed towards chriftianity ; 
but others mocked and fhouted, which damped thofe 
who before feemted friendly; yet God, at times, was 

i evidently 
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evidently prefent, affifting me, my mterpreter, and 
-other dear friends who were with me. God gave 
fometimes a good degree of freedom in prayer for 
the ingathering of fouls there; and I could not but 
-entertain a ftrong hope, that the journey fhould not be 
‘wholly fruitlefs. 

Tuefday, September 9. I rode down the river, 
‘near thirty miles, was extremely weak, much fatigued,, 
and met with a thunder ftorm. 1 difcourfed with 
fome warmth and clofenefs to fome poor ignorant | 
fouls, on the life and power of religion. They feemed 
much aftonifhed, when they faw my Indians ak 
a bleffing, and give thanks at dinner: concluding that 
a very Boh evidence of grace in them; but were 
more altonifhed, when I infifted, that neither that, 
nor yet fecret prayer, was any fure evidence of grace, 
‘O, the ignorance of the world! how are fome empty 
outward forms, miftaken for true religion. 

.. Wednefday, September 10. I rode near twenty 
miles homeward 3 and was much folicited to preach, 
but was utterly unable. I was extremely overdone 
with the heat and fhowers, and coughed up confider 
able quantities of blood. ; 

Thurfday, September 11. I rode homeward ;, but 
‘was. very weak, and fometimes {carce able to ride. 
I hadia very importunate invitation to preach at a 
meeting-houfe I came by, but ‘could not, by reafon 
of weaknefs. I was refigned under my weaknefs;§ 
but was much exercifed for my companions in travel, 
whom I had left with much regret, fome lame, and 
fome fick. 

Friday, September 12, I rode about fifty miles; 
and came. juft at night to a chriftian friend’s houle, 
about twenty-five miles weftward from Philadelphia. 
I was kindly entertained, and found myfelf much re- 
frefhed in the midft of my weaknefs and fatigues. 

Lord’s-day, September 14. I preached both parts 
of the day (but fhort) from Luke xiv. 238. God gave 
me freedom and warmth in my difcourfe; and helped 
me to labour in fingleuefs of heart. I was much tite 
in theevening, but was comforted with the moft se 
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det treatment I-ever met with in my life. My mind, 
through the whole of this day, was exceeding calm; 
and -[ could afk for nothing but that ‘the will of God. 
might be done.” 
Wednefday, September 17. I rode into Phila-. 

delphia, but’ was very weak, and my cough and 
pitting of blood continued. : 
Saturday September 20. I arrived among my own 

weople : found them praying together: went in, and: 
gave them fome account of Gad’s dealings with me 
and my companions in the journey. I then prayed 
vith them, and the divine prefence was among us; 
divers were me}ted inte tears. Being very weak, I 
vas obliged foon to repair to my lodgings. Thus: 
God has. carried me ‘):rough the fatigues and perils of 
mother journey to Sufquehannah, and returned me 
again in fafety, though under'a great degree of bodily: 
iMifpofition. Many hardfhips and diftrefles I en- 
dured in this journey: but the Lord fupported me 
under them all. 

PART VIII. 

After bis Return from bis laft Journey to Sufquebannah, 
until bis Death. 

[{ YITHERTO Mr. Brainerd had kept a conftant 
diary, giving an account of what pafled trom 

lay to day: but henceforward his diary is much in- 
trrupted by his illnefs: under which he was often 
ought fo low, as not to be able to recollect, in the_ 
tening, what had paffed in the day, and fet down an 
wrderly account of it in writing. However, he teok 
me notice of the moft material things concerning 
limfelf even till within a few days of his death. ] 
Lord’s-day, September 21, 1746. I was fo weak 

could not preach, nor ride over to my people in 
he forenoon. In the afternoon [ rode out; fat in 

my 
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my chair, and difcourfed to my people from Rom. HM deliri 
xiv. 7, 8 I was ftrengthened in my difcourfe: fever 
and there appeared fomething agreeable in the af- been { 
fembly. J returned to my lodgings extremely tired ; diftrey 
but thankful, that I had been enabled to fpeak a me 
word to my poor people. I was able to {peak lit. Gobet 
tle, through wearinefs and pain. O, how bleffed ‘God 
fhould I be, if the little I do were all done with right Tue 
views ! was fc 

Saturday, September 27. I fpent this as the week bins 
pat, under a great degree of bodily weaknefs, exer- and a 
cifed with a violent cough, and a confiderable fever ; me fro 
had no appetite to any kind of food; and frequently BE 
brought up what I eat, as foon as it was down. I i evit 
was able, however, to ride over to my people, about re Tf bic 
two miles, every day, and take fome care of thofe s it 
who were'then at work upon a fmall houfe for me to thi "a : 
refide in amongit the Indians.* ‘1 was fometimes HH 4. y 
fcarce able to walk, and never able to fit up thej rid neg 
whole day. Yet I was calm and compofed, and but ong st | 
little exercifed with melancholy, as in former feafons, bi 
It was many times a comfort to me, that Uife and 
death did not depend upon my choice. I was pleafed | Mmytfelf 

to think, that he who is infinitely wife, had the de. hot sf 
_ termination of this matter; and that I had no trouble, q 1 
to confider and weigh things upon all fides, in order fi lo 
to make the choice, whether I would live or die. I Upper, 

afterno could with great compofure look death in the face, 
and frequently with fenfible joy. O, how bleffed is om 2 
it, to be Aabitually prepared for death! The Lord ‘a met 
grant, that I may be aétually ready alfo! ed are 

Lord’s-day, September 28. I rode to my people; 
and, though under much weaknefs, difcourfed about 
half an hour; at which feafon divine power feemed 
to attend the word; but being extremely weak, I was 
obliged to defift; and after a turn of faintnefs, with 
much difficulty rode to my lodgings, where betaking 
myfelf to my bed, I lay in a burning fever, and almot 
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1 Rom. | delirious, for feveral hours, till towards morning, my 
courfe : fever went off with a violent fweat. I have often 
the af- i -been feverifh after preaching : but this was the moft 
y tired; TM diftrefling turn, that ever preaching brought upon 
{peak a me. Yet I felt perfectly at reft in my own mind, 
eak lit- Hl becaufe I had made my utmof attempts to'fpeak for 
bleffed ‘God. ; ae : 

ith right Tuefday, September 20. Yefterday and to-day, I 
was {carce able to fitup halfthe day. But Iwas ina 

he week compofed frame, and remarkably free from dejection 
{s, exer- and melancholy; as God has been pleafed to deliver 
le fever ; me from thefe unhappy glooms, in the general courfe 
equently of my prefent weaknefs hitherto, and alfo from a 
lown, I peevith fpirit. O, that I may always be able to fay, 
le, about Hi « Tord, not my will, but. thine be done.” 
of thofe Saturday, Oftober 4. I fpent the former part of 
for me to MMM this week under a great degree of diforder, as I had 
ometimes done feveral weeks before: ‘was able, however, to 
it up the HM ride a little every day, althongh unable to fit up half 
and but Hl the day, and took fome care ‘daily of perfons at work 

r feafons, upen my houfe. On Friday afternoon, I found 
life and myfelf wonderfully revived and ftrengthened ; fome 

as pleated Hl time before I gave notice to my people, and 
d the de- Hl thofe ‘at the Forks.of ‘Delaware in particular, that I 
p trouble, defigned, to adminifter the facrament of the Lord’s 

in order fupper, upon the firft fabbath in Otober. On Friday 
br die. I afternoon, I preached preparatory to the facrament, 
the faces HM from 2 Cor. xiii. 5. I was furprifingly ftrengthened 
es ir in my work, while I was {peaking : but was obliged 

immediately after to repair to. bed, being now remov- 
ed into my own houfe among the Indians; which 
pets me ‘fuch fpeedy relief, as I could not well have 
‘hved without.’ ‘I fpent fome time on Friday night in 
converfing with my people as I lay upon my bed; 
and found my foul refrefhed. This being Saturday, 
‘1 difcourfed particularly with divers of the communi- 
cants, and this afternoon preached from Zech. xii. 
10. There feemed to be a tender melting, and hearty 
mourning for fin in the ‘congregation. My foul was 
in a comfortable frame, and I was myfelf, as well as 
moft of the congregation, much affected with the 
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‘humble confeflion, and apparent broken-heartedne(s 
of a backflider ; and could not but rejoice, that God 
had given him fuch.a fenfe of his fin and.unworthi. 
~nefs. I was extremely tired in the evening; but lay 
on my bed, and difcourfed to my people. . 

Lord’s-day, Oétober 5. I was ftill very weak; 
and in the morning afraid I fhould not be able to go 
‘through the work of the day. I difcourfed before 
the adminiftration of the facrament from John i. 29, 
*¢ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin 
of the world.’’~—The divine prefence attended this 
difcourfe ; and the aflembly was confiderably melted, 
After fermon I baptized two perfons, and then admi- 
niftered the Lord’s fupper to near forty communicants 
of the Indians, befides divers dear chriftians of the 
‘white people. It was a feafon of divine power and 
grace; and numbers rejoiced in God. O, the {weet 
union and harmony then appearing among the reli. 
gious people! My foul was refrefhed, and my friends, 
of the white people, with me. After the facrament, 
I could fcarcely get home; but was ‘fupported by 
my friends, and laid on my bed; where I lay in pain 
till the evening: and then was able to, fit up and 
-difcourfe with my friends. O, how was this day fpent 
in prayers and praifes among my dear people! One 
might hear them all the morning before public wor- 
fhip, and in the evening till near midnight, praying 
and finging praifes to God, in one or other of their 
houfes. 

Saturday, October 11. Towards night I was feiz 
ed with an ague, which was followed with a hard 
fever, and much pain: I was treated with great kind- 
nefs, and was afhamed to fee fo much concern about 
fo unworthy a creature. I was in a comfortable frame 
of mind, wholly fubmiffive, with regard to life or 
-death. It was indeed a peculiar fatisfa*tion to me, 
to think, that it was not my bufinefs io determine 
whether I fhould live or die. I likewife felt pecu- 
liarly fatisfied, while under this uncommon degree 
of diforder; being now fully convinced of my being 
really unable to perform my work. Q, how precious 
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is time! And how guilty it makes me feel, when 
thmk Ihave trifled away and mifemployed it, or 
neglected to fill up each part of it with duty, to the 
utmolt of my ability ! 
O&tober 19. 1 was willing either to die or ‘live ;: 

but found it hard to think of living ufelefs. O, that 
I might fever live to be a burden'to God’s creation ; 
but that I might be allowed to repair home, when my 
fjournin's work is done! 
Friday, Oftober 24. I {pent the day in overfeeing 

aid direfting my people about mending their fence, 
and fecuring their wheat.—I was fomewhat refrefhed: 
in the evening, having been able to do fomething. 
valuable in the day-time. O, how it pains me, to 
fee time pafs away, when 1 can do nothing to any 
purpofe ! hig pial 
Saturday, October 25. I'vifited fome of my peo-- 

ple: {pent fome time in writing, and felt much ‘better 
in body, than ufal: when it was near night, I felt 
fo well, that L had thoughts of expounding: but in: 
the evening was much difordered again, and fpent the 
tight in coughing, and {pitting of blood; | 
Lord’s-day, October 26... In the morning T was 

erceeding weak, and fpent the day till near night, in: 
pain to fee my poor people wandering as /heep not hav- 
ing @ foepherd. But towards night, finding myfelf a 
litle better, I called them‘together to my houfe, and: 
ftd own, and read, and expounded, Matt. v. 1—16. 
This difcourfe, though delivered in much weaknefs, 

tpon the laft of thefe verfes, where I infifted ‘on the 

become darkne/s, inftead of fhining before men. As 
many were deeply affected with a fenie of their defi- 
dency, in regard of a fpiritual converfation, and a 
hirit of concern and watchfuinefs feemed to be ex- 
tited in them’: fo there was one that had fal.én into 
lrunkennefs, fome time before, who was now, deeply 
convinced of his fin, and difcovered a great degree of 
ptief and concern on that account. My foul was re- 

‘ T {peak 

was attended with power; efpecially what was ipoken: 

infinite wrong done to religion, by having our dighé: 

hefhed to fee this. And though 1] had not ftrength to . | 2 9 : 
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{peak fo much as I would have done, but was obliged : 
to lie down on the bed: yet I reioiced to fee fuch an 
bumble melting in the congregation ;. and that divine 
truths, though faintly delivered, were attended with 
fo much efficacy. 

Monday, Od¢tober 27. I fpent the day in directing 
the Indians about mending the fence round their 
wheat: and was able to walk with them, and contrive 
their bufinefs all the forenoon. In the afternoon, I 
‘was vifited. by two dear friends, and {pent fome time | 
in converfation with them. | Towards night I was able 
to. walk out, and take care of the Indians again. 

Oétober 28. I rode to Prince-Town, in a very weak 
ftate : had fuch a violent, fever, by the way, that I 
was forced toalight at a friend’s houfe, and lie down 
for fome time. Near night I was vifited by Mr. Treat, 
Mr. Beaty and his wife, and another friend: my {pi- 
rits were refrefhed to fee them; but I was furprifed, 
and even afhamed, that they had taken fo much pains 
as to. ride thirty, or forty milestofeeme. 

Saturday, November 1. I took leave of my: friends 
and returned home. ae 

Lord’s.day, November 2. . 1 was unable to preach, 
and fcarcely able to fit up the whole day. .1 was 
almott fink, to fee my poor people deftitute of the 
means of grace ; and efpecially confidering they could 
not read, and fo were under great difadvantages for 
{pending the Sabbath comfortably. O, methought, 
I could..be content to be fick, if my poor flock had 
a faithful paftor‘to feed them. A view of their want @ 
of this,,was more afflictive to me, than all my. bodily 
illnefs... 

Monday, November $. Being now in fo low a 
- ftate,. that I was utterly incapable of performing my 
work, and having little hope of recovery, unleis by 
much riding, I thought it my duty to take a journey 
into New-England, I accordingly took leave of my 
congregation this day.—Befure I left my people, | 
vilited them all in their refpective houfes, and dif- 
courfed to each one, as I thought moft fuitable for 
their circumftances, and found great freedom in to 
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doing: I fearce left one houfe but fome were in tears, 
not only ‘affected with my being about to leave them- 
but with the folemn addreffes I made: for I was hel}: 
ed to be fervent in fpirit. When 1 had thus gon 
through my congregation, (which took me moft of 
the-day,) and had taken leave of them, and of the 
fchool, I rode about twe miles, to the houfe where I 
lived in the fummer paft, and there lodged. 

Tuefday, November 4. .I rode to Woodbridge, 
and lodged with Mr. Pierfon. 

_ Wednefday, November 5. I rode to Elifabeth- 
Town, intending as foon as poflible to-profecute my 
journey. But 1 was in an hour or two taken much 
worfe.—For near a week I was confined to my chame 
ber, and moft of the time to my bed ; and then fo far 
revived, as to be able to walk about the houfe; but 
was ftill confined within doors. 

I was enabled to maintain a calm, compofed, and 
patient fpirit, as I had from the beginning of my weak. 
nefs. After I had been in Elifabeth-Town about a 
fortnight, and had fo far recovered that I was able to 
walk about the houfe upon a day of thankfgiving 
kept in this place, I was enabled to recount the mer-. 
cies of God, in fuch a manner .as greatly affected me, 
and filled me with thankfulnefs to God; efpecially 
for nis. work of grace among the Indians, and the en- 
largement of his kingdom. ‘ Lord, glorify thyfelf!?” 
was the cry of my foul. O, that all people might love 
and praife the blefled God ! 

After this comfortable feafon, I frequently enjoyed. 
enlargement of foul in prayer for my dear congregas 
tion, very often for every family, and every perfon. 
in particular ; and it was.a great comfort to me, that 
} could pray heartily to God for thofe whom. I was 
not allowed to fee. ; | 
. In the latter end of December, I grew: ftill weak- 
er, and continued to do fo, till the latter end of 
January, 1746-7.. And having a violent cough, a con- 
fiderable fever, and no appetite for any manner of 

generally 
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generally defpaired of my life; and for fome time to. 
gether, thought I could {carce live a day to an end. 
On Lord’s-day, February 1, “If ye, being evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to 
them that afk him ?”” This text I was helped to plead, 
and faw the divine faithfulnefs engaged for dealin 
with .me better than any earthly parent can do with 
fis child. This feafon fo refrefhed my foul, that my 
body feemed alfo to be a gainer by it. And from this 
time, I began gradually to amend. And ai I reco. 
vered fome ftrength, vigour, and fpirit, I found at 
times fome life in the exercifes of devotion, and long. 
ings after{pirituality and a life of ufefulnefs. 

On Tuéfday, February 24. I was able to ride as 
far as Newark, (having been confined within Elifa. 
beth-Town almoft four months,) and the next day re. 

- turned to Ekifabeth-Town. My {pirits were fome- 
what refrefhed with the ride, though my body was 
weary. 

On Saturday, February 28. I was vifited by an 
Indian of my own congregation, who brought me 
letters, and good news of the behaviour of my peos 
ple in general; this refrefhed my ioul, and I could not 
but retire and blefs God for his goodnefs. 

Wednefday, March 11. Being kept in Elifabeth- 
Town as a day of fafting and prayer, I was able to 
attend public worfhip, which was the firft time fince 
December 21. O, how much diftrefs did God carry 
me through in this {pace of time! But having ob- 
tained help from him, I yet live. O, that I could 
live to his glory ! 

Thurfday, March 18. I rode tomy people: and 
on Friday morning walked about among them, and 
inquired into their {tate and concerns ; aid found an 
additional weight on my fpirits upon hearing fome 
things difagreeeble. 1 endeavoured to go to God with 
my diitrefles ; but notwithftanding my mind continu. 
ed very gloomy. About ten o’clock, I called my peo- 
ple together, and after having explained and fung: 
a pfalm, I prayed with them. There was a pend 
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rable deal of affection among them; I doubt not, thut 
which was more than merely natural. 
[This was the Jaf? interview that he ever had with 

his people. About eleven o’clock the fame day, he 
left them: and the next day came to Elifabeth- 
Town. ] 
Saturday, March 28. I was taken this morning 

with a violent griping. Thefe pains were extreme 
and conftant; for feveral hours ; fo that it feemed im- 
pofible for me, without a miracle, to live twenty. 
four hours. 1 lay confined to.my bed, the whole 
day’: but it pleafed God to blefs means for the abate- 
ment of my diftrefs. I was exceedingly weakened 
by this pain, and continued fo for feveral days fol- 
lowing. In this diftrefled cafe, death appeared agreeas 
ble to me; as an entrance into aplace “ where the 
weary are‘at reft ;”’ and, I had fome relifh of the en- 
tertainments of the heavenly ftate; fo that by thefe 
I was allured and drawn, as well as driven by the 
fatigues of life. O, how happy it is, to be drawn by 
defires of a ftate of perfeét holinefs. 

Saturday, April 4. I was uneafy, by reafon of the 
mifemployment of time; and yet knew not what to 
do! I longed to fpend time in fafting and prayer 5 
but, alas, I had no bodily ftrength! O, how bleffed 
a thing is it, to enjoy peace of confcience! how 
dreadful is a want of inward peace! It is impoffible, 
I find, to enjoy this happinefs without redeeming time, 
and maintaining a fpiritual frame of mind. | 

Lord’s-day, April 5. It grieved me, to find my- 
felf fo inconceivably barren. My foul thirfted for 
grace; but, alas, how, far was I from obtaining what 
I faw fo excellent! I was ready to defpair of ever 
being holy ; and yet my foul was defirous of following 
hard after God; wut never did I fee myfelf fo far from 
having apprebended, or being already perfe. The Lord’s 
fupper being this day adminiftered: in the feafon of 
communion, I enjoyed warmth of affection, and felt 
atender Jove to the brethren; and, to the glorious Ree 
deemer, the frff born among them. I endeavoured 
then to dring forth mine and his enemies, and flay. them 

? before 
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before him and found great freedom in begging deli. 
verance from this fpiritual death, as well as in atkin 
favours for my friends, and congregation, and the 
church of Chrift in general. 

Friday, April 17. In the evening, God helped 
me to ‘¢ draw near to the throne of grace,” and gave 
me a fenfe of his favour, which gave me inexpreflible 
fupport and encouragement ; I could not but rejoice, 
that ever God fhould difcover his reconciled face to 
‘fuch a vile finner. Shame and confufion, at times, 
covered me; and then hope, and joy, and admira- 
tion of divine goodnefs, 

Tuefday, April 21. I fet out on’ my journey for 
New-England; I travelled to New-York, and there 
lodged. ! 
(his proved his final departure from New-Jerfey. 

—He travelled flowly, and arrived among his friends 
at Ealt-Haddam, about the beginning of May.) 

Lord’s-day, May 10. [At Had-Lime.] I could 
not but feel gratitude to God, that he had always dif. 
pofed me, in my miniftry, to infift onthe great doc- 
trines of regeneration, a new creature, faith in Chrift, pro- 
grefive fandlification, fupreme love to God, living entirely to 

. the glory of God, being not our own, and the like. God has 
helped me to fee, from time to time, that thefe, and 
the like doétrines, neceffarily conneéted with them, 
are the only foundation of fafety and falvation for pe. 
rifhing finners ; and that thofe divine difpofitions 
which are confonant hereto, are that holine/s, ‘ with. 
out which no man fhall fee the Lord :’’ the exercife 
of thefe God-like tempers, wherein the foul aéts ina 
kind of concert with God, and would be and do 
every thing that is pleafing to God; this, I faw, 
would ftand by the foul in a dying hour: for God 
mult deny himfelf, if he caft.away his own image, even 
the foul that 1s one in defires with himfelf. 

Lord’s-day, May 17. Though I felt much dul- 
nefs this week; yet I had fome glimpfes of the 
excellency of divine things 3 and efpecially one morn- 
ing, the beauty of holinefs, as a likenefs to the glorious 
God, was fo. difcovered to me, that I longed aan 
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ly to be in that world where holinefs dwells in per- 
fection, thet I might pleafe God, live entirely to 
him, and glorify him to the utmoft ftretch of my 
capacities. 

ord’s-day, May 24. [At Long-Meadow in Spring- : 
feld.] I could not but think, as I have often remar 
ed to others, that much more of érue religion confifts in 
deep humility, brokennefs of heart, and an abafing fenfe of 
want of holinefs, than molt who are called chriflians, 
imagine. 
[On Thurfday, May 28. He came from Long- 

Meadow to Northampton, appearing vaftly better than 
he had been in the winter; indeed fo well, that he 
was able to ride twenty-five miles in a day, and to 
walk half a mile; but yet he was undoubtedly, at that 
time, in a confirmed, incurable confumption. 

I had much opportunity before this, of particular 
information concerning him, but now I had opportu- 
nity for a more full acquaintance with him, 1 found 
him remarkably fociable, pleafant, and entertaining 
in his converfation ; yet folid, favoury, fpiritual, and 
very profitable ; appearing meek, modeft, and’ hum- 
ble, far from any {tiffnefs, morofenefs, fuperftitious : 
demurenefs, or affected fingularity in fpeech or be- 
haviour. We enjoyed not only the benefit of his 
converfation, but had the comfort of hearing him 
pray in the family, from time to time. His manner 
of praying was ips 5 a worm of the duft, and a 
difciple of Chrift addrefling to an infinitely great and 
holy God, and. Father of mercies; not with florid 
expreflions, or a findied eloquence; not-.with any 
intemperate vehemence, or indecent boldnefs ; at the 
greateft diftance from any appearance of oflentation, 
and from every thing that might look as though he 
meant to. recommend himfelf, to thofe that were about 
him, or fet himfelf off to their acceptance ; free from 
vain repetitions, without impertinent excurfions, or 
needlefs multiplying of words. He exprefled him- 
felf with the Rricteft propriety, ‘with weight and pun- 
gency 3 and yet what his lips uttered feemed to flow 
from the fulne/s of his heart, as deeply imprefled with . 

a great 
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a great and folemn fenfe,of our neceflities, unworthi- 
nefs, and dependence, and of God’s infinite greatnefs, 
excellency, and fufficiency, rather than merely from 
a warm and fruitful brain. And I know not, that 
ever I heard him fo much as afk a bleffing or re. 
turn thanks at table, but there was fomething re. 
markable to be obferved both in the matter and mane 
nef of the performance. In his prayers he infifted 
much on the profperity of Zion, the advancement of 
Chrift’s kingdom in the world, and the flourifhing 
and propagation of religion among the Indians. And 

_ he generally made it one petition in his prayer, ‘that 
we might not outlive our ufefulnefs.’”] 

This week he confulted Dr. Mather, at my houfe, 
concerning his ‘illnefs; who plainly told him there 
were great. evidences of his being in a confirmed con. 
jJumption, and that he could give him no encourage. 
ment, that he fhould ever recover.. But it feemed not 
to occafion the leaft difcompofure in him, nor to make 
any alteration as to the freedom and pleafantnefs of his 
converfation. ] 
-Lord’s-day, June 7. My foul was fo drawn forth, 

this day, by what I heard of the “ exceeding pre- 
cioufnefs of the grace of God’s Spirit,’ that it almoft 
overcame my body; I faw. that true grace is exceed. 
ing precious indeed ; that it is very rare; and that 
there is but a very {mall degree of it, even where the 
reality. of it is to be found. 

In the preceding week, I enjoyed fome comforta- 
ble feafons of meditation. One morning the caufe 
of-God appeared exceeding precious to me: I faw 
alfo, that God has an infinite greater concern for 
it, than I could poffibly have; that if 1 have any 
true love to this bleffed intereft, it is only a drop de- 
rived. from that ocean; hence, I was ready to * lift 
up my head with joy; and conclude, ‘ Well, if 
God’s caufe be fo dear and precious to him, he will 
promote it.”” : 

{He was advifed by phyficians ftill to continue 
riding, as what would tend to prolong his life. He 
was at a lofs for fome time which way to bend his 
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courfe; but finally determined to ride to Bofton’; we 
having concluded that one of this family fhould go 
with him, and be helpful to him in his low ftate. ] 

Tuefday, June 9. I fet out on a journey from 
Northampton to Bolton. : 
Having now continued to ride for fome confidera- 

ble time, I felt myfelf much better, and I found, 
that in proportion to the profpect I had of being re- 
ftored to a @ate of ufefulnefs, fo I defired the con- 
tinuance of life: but death appeared, inconceivably 
more defirable to me than a ufelefs life; yet blefled 
be God, I found my heart fully refigned to this 
greatelt of aillictions, if God faw fit thus to deal with 
me. 
Friday, July 12. I arrived in Bofton this day, fome- 

what fatigued with my jonrney. There is .no ref, 
but in God: fatigues of body, and anxieties of mind, 
attend us, both in town and country. 
On Thurfday, June 18. I was taken exceeding ill, 

and brought to the gates of death, by the breaking of 
fmall ulcers in my lungs, as my phyfician fuppofed. 
In this extreme weak ftate I continued feveral weeks, 
and was frequently fo low,:as to be utterly fpeech- 
lefs ;. and even after I had fo far revived, as to ftep 
out of doors, I was exercifed every day with a faint 
turn, which continued ufually four or five hours; at 
which times, though I could fay Yes or No, yet I 
could not fpeak one fentence, without making ftops 
for breath ; and divers times in this feafon, my 
i gathered round my bed, to fee me breathe my 
aft. . 

_ How I was, the firft day or two of my illnefs, with. 
regard to the exercife of reafon, I fcarcely knows 
but the third day, and conftantly afterwards, for 
four or five weeks together, I enjoyed as much ferenity 
of mind, and clearnefs of thought, as perhaps I ever 

Mdid in my life; and I think, my mind never pene- 
trated with fo much eafe and freedom into divine 
things, and I never felt fo capable of demonftrating 
the truth of many important do¢trines of the gofpel as 
low. 
» As 
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‘ As God was pleafed to afford me clearnefs of 
thought almoft continually, for feveral weeks toge. 
ther; fo he enabled me, in fome meafure, to employ 
my time to valuable purpofes. 1 was enabled to 
write a number of important letters, to friends in re. 

-mote places: and fometimes I wrote when I was 
fpeechlefs, 7. e. unable to maintain converfation with 
-any body.—Befides this, I had many viftants ; with 
-whom, when I was able to fpeak, I always converfed 
vof the things of religion; and was peculiarly affifted 
in diftinguifhing between true and fal/e religion. And 
efpecially, I difcourfed repeatedly on the nature and 
neceflity of that humiliation, felf-emptinefs, or full con- 
viction of a perfon’s being utterly undone in himfelf, 
-which’ is neceflary in order'to a faving faith, and the 

_ extreme difficulty of being brought to this, and the 
great danger there is of perfons taking up with fome 
self-righteous appearances of it. The danger of this 
elpecially dwelt upon, being perfuaded that multi 
tudes perifh in this hidden way; and becaufe fo little 

-is faid from moft pulpits to difcover any danger here 
fo that perfons being never effectually brought to die 
to themfelves, are never truly united to Chritft. 
alfo difcourfed much on what I take to be the effence 
of true religion, that God-like temper and difpofitio 
of foul, and that holy converfation and behaviou 
that may: juftly claim the honour of having God fot 

igs ofiginal and patron. 1 have reafon ta haps God 
‘blefled my difcourfing to fome, both minifters an 
people; fo that my time was not wholly loft. 

[Alfo the honourable Commiffioners in Bofton, o 
the incorporated fociety in London for propagating 

‘the gofpel in New-England, and parts adjacent, hay 
‘ing ‘a legacy of the late D: ~aniel Williams of Lon 
don, for the fupport of tayo miffonaries to the He: 

“then, were pleafed, while he was in Bofton, « 
' ~confult him about a mifliun to thofe Indians called 

the Six Nations; and were fo fatisfied with his fenti 
ments on this head, and had that confidence in hi 
faithfulnefs, and judgment, that they defired him t 
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recommend a couple of per{ons fit to be employed in 
mele OME Gis bufine’s. sil 
de a Mr. Brainerd’s reftoration from his extremely low 
sted °Y MM ftate in Bofton, fo as to go abroad again and to tra- 
ablec tO MM vel, was very unexpected to him and his friends. 
ds L Te-@ My daughter who was with him, writes thus con- 
Mm vin cerning him, in a letter, dated June 23.——** On 
men hoe Thurfday, he was very ill of a violent fever, 
ts 5 ws and extreme pain in his head and breaft, and, at 
converled i turns, delirious. So he remained till Saturday 
ly ages evening, when he feemed to be in the agonies of 
els. ay iy ‘cath: the family was up with him till one or two 
ature aR o'clock, expecting every hour would be his laft. On 
full ae Sabbath-day he was a little revived, his head was 
Dag better, but very full of pain, and exceeding fore 
> at his breaft, much put to it for breath. Yefterday 

9 and thei he was better upon all accounts. Laft night he flept 
with oo but little. This morning he is much worfe. Dr. 
ed ca Pynchon fays, he has no hopes of his life; nor does 
hat mu . he think it likely he will ever come out of his cham. 
ufe fo little ber.?? 

nger here His phyfician, Jofeph Pynchon, Efq. when he vi- 
ght to di@ll fied him in Bofton, attributed his finking fo fuddenly 
Chrift. TMM into a flate fo nigh unto death, to the breaking of 
the eflencal wicers, that had been lon gathering in his lungs, 
difpofitiom ond there difcharging an diffufing their purulent. 
behaviouW matter; which, while nature was labouring and 
Say fol fruggling to throw off, (that could be done no 
aoe vi otherwife, than by a gradual ftraining of it through 

nifters and the fmall veffels of thofe vital parts,) this oc- 
cafioned an high fever, and violent coughing, and 
threw the whole frame of nature into the utmoft 
diforder ; but fuppofed, if the ftrength of nature, held 
till the lungs had this way, gradually cleared them- 
felves of this putrid matter, he might revive, and 
continue better, till new ulcers gathered and broke. 

nft. 

Bofton, 0 

propagating 
acent, hay 
ms of Lon 
o the He 

Bofton, “i But he thought he would furely fink again; and that 
fians calle@ll there was no hope of his recovery ; but (as he exprefled 
h his bigs himfelf to one of my neighbours) he was as certainly 
pence in adead man, as if he were fhot through the heart. 
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It was fo ordered in divine providence, that: the Co 

ftrength of nature held out through this great con. noon 
flict, fo as juft to efcape the grave at that turn: and his b 
then he revived, to the aftonifhment of all that knew Boftc 
hiscafe. the t 

After -he began to revive, he was vifited by his avert 
youngeft brother, Mr. Ifradl Brainerd, a ftudent at it. ] 
Yale-college, who having heard of his extreme ill. Sai 
nefs, went from thence to Bofton, in order to fee ton) 
him. . Bt ae four « 

This vifit was attended with a mixture of joy and teen n 
forrow to Mr. Brainerd. He greatly rejoiced to fee times 
his brother, efpecially becaufe he had defired an op- J me to 
portunity of fome religious converfation with him be- fideral 
fore he diéd. But this meeting was attended with and mr 
forrow, as his brother brought to him the tidings of Lo: 
his fifter Spencer’s death at Haddam; a filter, be- God h 
tween whom and him had long fubfifted a peculiar 9 be in z 
dear affection, and much intimacy in, fpiritual mat- 9 take a 
ters. He had heard nothing of her ficknefs till this i véns th 
report of her death, But he had thefe comforts toge- JM thould 
ther with the tiding’s, a confidence of her being gone (T. 
to heaven, and an expectation of his foon meeting J travel 
her there.—-His brother continued with him till he J fecove 
left the town, and came with him from thence to gm being | 
Northampton. © _ ee EL Ses to the 
-[Concefning the laft Sabbath Mr, Brainerd fpent at MH that he 

Bofton, he writes in his diary as follows. ] } 
_ Lord’s-day, July 19, I was juft able to attend pub- 

lic worfhip, being ‘carried to the houfe of God ina 
chaife. I.heard Dr. Sewall preach in the forenoon; 
partook of the Lord’s fupper at this time. In the fa 
crament, I faw aftonifhing wifdom difplayed ; fuch 
wifdom as required the tongues of angels and glorified 
faints to celebrate; it feemed to me I never fhould do 
any thing at adoring the infinite qwi/dom of God difco- 
-vered in the contrivance of man’s redemption, until I 
arrived at a world of perfection; yet I could not help 
ftriving to “call upon my foul, and all within me, 
to bléfs the name of God.” 3 

; [ The 
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[The next day he fet out in the cool of, the after- 

noon, on his journey to Northampton, attended by 
his brother, and my daughter that went with him to 
Bofton; and would have been accompanied out of 
the town by a number of gentlemen, had not his 
averfion to any thing of pomp and fhew prevented 
it. 
Medill July 25. I arrived here (at Northamp- 

ton) having fet out from Bofton on Monday, ubout 
four o’clock P. M. In this journey, I rode about fix- 
teen miles a day, one day with another. I was fome- 
times extremely tired, fo that it feemed impoflible for 
me to proceed any further: at other times I was con- 
fiderably better, and felt fome freedom both of body 
and mind. 

Lord’s-day, July 26. This day, I fawclearly, that 
God himfelf could not make me happy unlefs I could 
be in acapacity to ‘ pleafe and glorify him for ever ;’” 
take away this, and admit me into all the fine hea- 
vens that can be conceived by men or angels, and I 
fhould ftill be mé/eradle for ever. 
“ [Though he had fo far revived, as to be able to 
travel thus far, yet he manifefted no expectation of 
recovery : he fuppofed, as his phyfician did, that his 
being brought fo near to death at Bofton, was owing 
to the breaking. of ulcers in his lungs: he told me 
that he had had feveral fuch ill turns before, only 
not to fo high a degree, but as he fuppofed, owing 
to the fame caufe ; and that he was brought lower and 
lower every time; and it appeared to him, that in | 
his laft ficknefs (in Botton) he was brought as low as 
poflible, and yet alive: and that he had not the leaft 
expectation of furviving the next return of this break- 
ing. of fears bat ftill appeared perfectly calm. 
“On Wednefday morning, the week after he came 
to Northampton, he took leave of his brother Ifrael, 
never expecting to fee him again in this world. ei 
‘When Mr. Brainerd came hither, he had fo much, 

ftrength as to be able, from.day to day, to ride out 

pray 
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pray in the family ; but from this time he {fenfibly 
decayed, and became weaker and weaker. 
While he was here, his converfation. from firft to 

laft was much on the fame fubjects as it had been in 
Bofton: he was much in fpeaking of the nature of 
true religion of heart and practice, as diftinguifhed 
from its various counterfeits ; exprefling his great con- | 
‘cern, that the latter did fo much prevail in many 
places. He often manifefted his great abhorrence of 
all fuch doérines and principles in religion, as in any 
wife favoured of, and had any (though but a remote) 
tendency to Antinomianifm ; of all fuch’ notions as 
feemed to diminifh the neceflity of holinefs of life, 
or to abate men’s regard to the commands of God, 
and a ftri&, diligent, and univerfal practice of vir- 
tue, under a pretence of depreciating our works, 
and magnifying God’s free grace. He {pake often, 
with much deteftation, of fuch difcoveries and joys 
as have nothing of the nature of /andijic ation in them, 
and do ‘not tend to ftriétnefs, tendernefs, and dili. 
gence in religion, and meeknefs and benevolence to. 
ward mankind: and he alfo declared, that he looked 
on fuch pretended humility as worthy of no regard, 
that was not manifefted by modefly of condud and conver 
ation. : | Haat 
f After he came hither, as long as he lived, he was 
much in fpeaking of. the future profperity of Zion, 
that is fo often promifed in fcripture; and his mind 
feemed to be carried forth with intenfe defires, that 
religion might fpeedily revive and flourifh; yea, the 
nearer death advanced, ftill the more did his mind 
feem to be taken up with this fubject. . He told me, 
when near his end, that “he never in all his life 
had his mind fo led forth in defires and earneft pray- 
ers for the flourifhing of Chrif’s kingdom on earth, as 
fince he was brought fo exceedingly low at Bofton.” 

_ He feemed much to wonder, that, there appeared 
no more of a difpofition in minifters and people to 
pray for the flourifhing of religion through the world; 
that fo little a part of their prayers was Peery fe 
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( 233 ) 
ken up about it, in, their families, and, elfewhere : 
and particularly, he feveral times exprefled his won- 
der, that there appeared no more forwardnefs to 
comply with the propofal lately made, in a memorial 
from a number of minifters in Scotland, and {ent 
over into America, for united extraordinary prayer, ae 
mong Chrift’s minifters and people, for the coming of 
Chrifi’s kingdom : and he fent as his dying advice to his 
own congregation, that they fhould prattife agreeably to 
that propofal.* 
Though he was exceedingiy weak, yet there appears 

ed in him a continual care well to employ time, and 
fill it up with fomething that might be profitable ; ci- 
ther profitable converfation, or writing letters to ab- 
fent friends, or noting fomething in his diary, or 
looking over his former writings, cones them, 
and preparing them to be left in the hands of others 
at his death, or giving fome directions concerning a 
future management of his people, or employment in 
facred devotions. He feemed never to be eafy, hows 
ever ill, if he was not doing fomething for God, or 
in his fervice. 
In his diary for Lord’s-day, Auguft 16, he fpeaks 
of his having fo much refrefhment of foul in the houfe 
of God, that it feeméd alfo to refrefh his body. And 
this is not only noted in his diary, but was very obe-. 
fervable to others; it was very apparent, not only, 
that his mind was exhilarated with inward confolae 
tion, but alfo that. his animal fpirits and bodjly. 
ftrength were remarkably reftored. But this was. 
the laft time that ever he attended public worfhip on: 
the Sabbath. 
Sapa U3 On 

* His congregation, since this, have with great cheerful- 
ness and unanimity failen in with this advice, aud have prace 
tised agreeably to the proposal from Scotland; and have at 
times appeared with uncommon engagedness and fervency of: 
spirit in their united devotions, pursuant to that proposal.” 
Also the presbyteries of New-York, and New-Brunswick, since 
this, have with one consent, fallen in with the proposal, as 
likewise some others of God’s people in these parts. 
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On Tuefday morning that week (I being abfent on 

a journey) he prayed with my family ; but not with- 
out much difficulty ; and this was the lak family 
prayer that ever he made. 

He had been wont, till now, frequently to ride out, 
two or three miles; but this week, on Thurfday, was 
the laft time he ever did fo.] 

Lord’s-day, Auguft 23. This morning I was con. 
fiderably refrefhed with the thought, yea, the ex. 
pectation of the enlargement of Chrift’s kingdom ; and I 
could not but hope, the time was at hand, when Ba- 
bylon the great would fall, and rife no more. I was 
unable to attend public worfhip: but God was pleafed 
to afford me fatisfaction in divine thoughts. Nothing 
fo refrefhes my foul, as when I can go to God, yea, 
to God my exceeding joy. 

In this week paft, I had divers turns of inward re. 
frefhing, though my body was inexpreffibly weak. 
Sometimes my foul centered in God, as my only por. 
tion; and I felt that I fthould be for ever unhappy, 
if he did not reign. 1 faw the fweetnefs and happi- 
nefs of being his fubjeét, at his difpofal. This made 
all my difficulties quickly vanith. ee 

- {Till this week he had been wont to lodge in a 
room above ftairs; but he now grew fo weak, that 
he was no longer able to go up ftairs and down. Fri- 
day, Auguft 28, was the lat time he ever went above 
ftairs, henceforward he betook himfelf to a lower 
room. 

' On Wednefday, September 2. Being the day of 
our public le&ure, he feemed to be refrefhed with 
feeing the neighbouring minifters, and expreffed a 
great defire once more to go tothe houfe of God : and 
accordingly rode to the meeting, and attended divine | 
fervice, while the Reverend, Mr. Woodbridge of 
Hatfield preached. He fignified that he fuppofed it 
to be the laft time that ever he fhould attend the pub- 
lic worfhip, as it proved. And indeed it was the 
Jaft time that ever he went out at our gate alive. 
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On the Saturday evening next following, he was 

unexpectedly vifited by his brother Mr. John Brai- 
nerd. He was much refrefhed by this unexpected 
vifit, this brother being particularly dear to him; and 
he feemed to rejoice in a devout manner, to fee him, 
and to hear the comfortable tidings he brought con- 
cerning the ftate of his dear Indians. A circum. 
ftance of this vifit, that he was exceeding glad of, 
was, that his brother brought him fome of this private 
writings from New-Jerfey, and particularly his diary 
that he had kept for many years patt.] 

Lord’s-day, September 6. I began to read fome of 
my private writings, which my brother brought me; 
and was confiderably refrefhed with what I met with 
in them. , 
Monday, September 7. I proceeded further in 

reading my old private writings, and found they had 
the fame effect upon me as before: I could not but 
rejoice and blefs God for what paffed long ago, 
which without writing had been entirely lof. 

This evening, when I was in great diftrefs of body, 
my foul longed that God {fhould be glorified: 1 faw 
there was no heaven but this. I could not but {peak 
to the by-ftanders then, of the only happinefs, viz. 
pleafing God. O, that 1 could ever live to God! 
The day, I truft, is at hand, the perfect day: O, the 
day of deliverance from all fin. 

Lord’s-day, September 13. I was much refrefhed 
and engaged in meditation and writing, and’ found 
a heart to a&t for God. My fpirits were refrefhed, 
and my foul delighted to do foinething for God. - 
[On the evening following that Lord’s-day, his feet 

began to {well, which thenceforwards {welled more 
and more: a{fymptom of his diffolution coming on. 

_ The next day his brother left him, being obliged 
to return to New-Jeriey on fome bulinefs of great im- 
portance, intending to return again with all poffible | 
fpeed, hoping to fee his brother yet once more in 

e land of the living. 
, 3 Mr.. 
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Mr. Brainerd, having now with much deliberation 

eonfidered. the important affair forementioned, left 
with him by the honourable commiflioners in Bofton, time 
viz. the recommending two perfons proper to be em. he ai 
ployed as miffionaries to the Six Nations: he about be ar 
this time wrote a letter, recommending two young death 
entlemen of his acquaintance Mr. Elihu Spencer of when 

Balt-Haddam, and Mr. Job Strong of Northampton, glorion 
The commiffioners on the receipt of this letter, unani- appro 
moufly arreed to accept of the perforis he had recom. alfo { 

. mended. minut 
He alfo this week, wrote a letter to a gentleman have « 

in Bofton, relating to the growth of the Indian f{chool, more 
and the need of another fchool-mafter. The gentle. times. 
men, on the receipt of this letter, had a meeting, and aud ff 
agreed with cheerfulnefs to give 200/. (in bills of the to be 
old_tenor,) for the fupport of another fchool-matfter ; pain. 
and defired the Reverend Mr. Pemberton of New-York, Sati 
as foon as poffible to procure a fuitable perfon for walk : 
that fervice ; and alfo agreed to allow 75/. to defray finitely 
fome fpecial charges that were requifite to encourage Upon 
the miffion to the Six Nations. ; me an ang 

Mr. Brainerd, {pent himfelf much in writin thofe mediat 
letters, being exceedingly weak: but it feemed to be glorify 
much to his fatisfaction, that he had been enabled to was 
do it; hoping that it was fomething done for God, fe “for 
and which might be for the advancement of Chrift’s bleffed 
kingdom and glory. In writing the laft of thefe let. toe big 
tar he was obliged to ule thé Band of another, not fintta 
being able to write himfelf. with Ic 

On the Thurfday of this week, (September 17,) was HM o¢ a: g 
the laft time that ever le went out of his lodging- 7M 4 
room. That day, he was again vilited by his brother to giv 
Iirael, who continued with him thenceforward till 9). ged 
his death. On that evening he was taken with fome- 0, I 
thing of a diarrhea ; which he looked upon as another rified ! 
fign of his approaching death ; whereupon he expref- Hi uy. ; 
et himfelf thus, * O, the glorious time is now come to glori 

grave 
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ing! I have longed to ferve God perfectly: now 
God will gratify thofe defires!”” And from time to 

, * time, 
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( 237.) 
time, at the feveral new fymptoms of his diffolution, 
he was fo far from being damped, that he feemed to 
be animated; as being glad at the appearances of 
death’s approach. He often ufed the epithet, glorious, 
when {peaking of the day of his death, calling it that 
glorious day. And as he faw his diffolution gradually - 
approaching, he was much in talking about it, and 
allo fettling all his affairs; very particularly and 
minutely giving directions concerning what he would 
have done. And, the nearer death approached, the 
more defirous he feemed to be of it. He feveral 
times fpake of the different kinds of willingne/s to die; 
aud {poke of it as a mean kind of willingnefs to die, 
to be willing to leave the ‘body only to get rid of 
pain. 

Saturday, September 19. While I attempted to 
walk a little, my thoughts turned thus; ‘ How in- 
finitely {weet is it, to love God, and be all for him !” 
Upon which it was fuggefted to me, “ You are not 
an angel, lively and active.” ‘To which my foul im- 
mediately replied, I as fincerely defire to love and 
glorify God, as an angel in heaven.”” Upon which 
it was fuggefted again, “ But you are filthy, and not 
fit for heaven.”? Hereupon inftantly appeared the 
bleffled robes of Chrift’s righteou/neft, which I could 
not but exult and triumph in; and I viewed the in- 
finite excellency of God, and my foul even broke 
with longings, that God fhould be glorified. I thought 
of dignity in heaven: but inftantly the thought re- 
turned, “ I do not go to heaven: to get honour, but 
to give all poffible glory and praife.”’ O, how I 
longed that God fhould be glorified on earth alfo! 
O, I was made for eternity, if God might be glo- 
tified! Bodily pains 1 cared not for; though I was 
then in extremity, I never felt eafier; I felt willing 
to glorify God in that ftate, as long as he pleafed. The 
grave appeared really fweet, and I longed to lodge 
my weary bones in it: but O, that God might be 
glorified! this was the burden of all my cry. O, I 
knew, I fhould be afive as an angel, in heaven ; 

at 

i 
| 
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that I thould be ftripped of my filthy garments |—. 
But O, to dove and praife God more, to prai/> him 
for ever! this my foul panted after, and even now 
pants for while I write. ©, that God might be glori. 
Jjed in the whole earth! Lord, let thy kingdom 
come.” I longed for a fpirit of preaching to defcend 
and reft on miniflers, that they might addrefs. the con. 
{ciences of men with clofenefs and power. I faw, 
God had the refidue of the Spirit ;” and my foul 
longed it fhould be * poured from on high.” I 
could not but plead with God for my dear congre- 
gation, that he would preferve it, and not fuffer his 
great name to lofe its glory in that work ; my foul {till 
longing, that God might be glorified. 
fin the evening, “ his mouth fpake out of the 

abundance of his heart,” exprefling in a very af. 
feéting manner much the fame things as are written 
in his diary: and among many other extraordinary 
expreflions, were thele ; “My heaven is to pleafe God, 
to glorify him, and to give all to him, and to be 
wholl devoted to his glory; that is the heaven I 
long tor; this is my religion, and that is my bappine/s: 
it always was, ever fince I had any true religion; 
and all thofe that are of ‘that Sg fhall meet ‘me in 
heaven, I do not go to heaven to be advanced, 
but to give honour to God. It is no matter where I 
fhall be ftationed in heaven, whether I have a high 
or ‘a low feat there; but to love, and praife, and 
glorify God in all? had I a thoufand fouls, if they were 
worth any thing, I would give them all to God; 
but I have nothing to give, when all is done.——It 
is impoffible for any rational creature to be happy 
without ‘acting all for God+ God himfelf could not 
make him happy any other way.——! long to be 
in heaven, praifing and glorifying God with the holy 
angels ; all‘ my defire ‘is to glorify God.——-My 
heart, goes out to the burying-place: it feems to me a 
defirable place ; but O, to glorify God! that is it; that 
is above all,——lIt is a great comfort to me, to think 
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it is but a very /mall matter; yet I have done a little 
and I Jament it, that I have not done more for him. 

m@ ——There is nothing in the world werth living for, 
but doing good and Sanifoing God’s work. I fee nothing 
elfe in the world, that can yield any fatisfaction, 
befides living to God, pleafing him, and doing his whole 
ail. My greateft joy and comfort has been, to 
do fomething for promoting the intereft of religion, 
and the fouls of particular perfons: and mow, in my 
illnefs, while I am full of pain and diftrefs, from 
day to day, all the comfort I have, is in being able 
to do fome little char (or fall piece of work) for Gods 
either by fomething that I fay, or writing, or fome 
other way. , 7 
{He intermingled with thefe and. other like ex. 

.preffions, many pathetic coun/els to thofe that were 
about him; particularly to my children and fervants. 
He applied himfelf to fome of my younger children 
at this time; calling them to him, and {peaking to 
them one by one; fetting before them in a very 
plain manner, the nature of true piety, and its great 
importance ; earneftly warning them not to reft in 
any thing fhort. of that true and thorongh change of 
heart, and a life devoted to God; counfelling them 
not to be flack in the great bufinefs of religion, nor 
in the leaft to delay it: enforcing, his counfels with 
this, that his words were the words of a dying man. | 
Said he, “I fhall die here, and here fhall I be bu- 
ried, and here you will fee my grave, and do you 
remember what I have faid to you. 1 am going into 
eternity : and it is fweet to me to think of eternity ; 
the. endleffnefs of it makes it fweet: but O, what 
fhall I fay to the eternity of the wicled! I cannot 
mention it, nor think of it; the thought is too dread.- 
ful. When you fee my grave, then remember what 
I faid to you when I was alive; then think with 
yourfelf, how that man that.lies in that .grave, cour 
felled and warned me to prepare for death.” | 
His body feemed to be marvelloufly ftrengthened, 

through the inward vigour of his mind; fo that, al- 
though, 

4 
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though, before he was fo weak he could hardly utter 
a fentence, yet now, he continued his moft affecting 
difcourfe for more than an hour, with fcarce any 
mtermiffion ; and faid of it, when he had done, * it 
was the laft fermon that ever he fhould preach.” 

{It appears by what is noted in his diary, both of 
this day and the evening preceding, that his mind 
was at this time much impreffed with a fenfe of the 
importance of the werk of the minifry, and the need 
of the grace of God, and his fpecial affiftance in this 
work: and it alfo appeared in what he expreffed in 
converfation ; particularly in his difcourfe to his bro. 
ther Ifrael, who was then a member of Yale-college, 
at New-Haven; and had been profecuting his itudies 
there, to that end, that he might be fitted for the 
work of the miniftry, and was now with him. He 
now, and from time to time, recommended to his 
brother a life of felf-denial, of weanednefs from the 
world, and devotednefs to God, and an-earneft en- 
deavour to obtain much of the grace of God’s Spirit, 
and God’s gracious influence on his heart; reprefent. 
ing the great need which minifters and in of them, 
and the unfpeakable benefit of them from his own 
experience. rao many other expreffions, he faid, 
“« When minifters feel, thefe gracious influences on 
their hearts, it wonderfully affifts them to come at the 
confciences of men, and as it were to handle them 
with hands; whereas, without them, whatever reafon 
and oratory .we make ufe of, we do but make wfe of 
ftumps inftead of hands.’?] 

Monday, September 21. I began to correct a little 
volume of my private writings: God,-.I believe, re- 
markably helped me in it: my ftrength was fur. 
prilingly lengthened out, and my thoughts quick and 
lively, and my foul refrefhed,- hoping it might be a 
work for God, O, how good, how fweet is it to la- 
bour for God ! | 

Tuefday, September 22. I was again employed in § 
reading and correcting, and had the fame fuccefs, 

as 
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as the day before. I was exceeding weak ; but it 
feemed to refrefh my foul thus to {pend time. 

Wednefday September 23. 1 finifhed my core 
—gections of the little piece. forementioned, and felt 
uncommonly peaceful, It feemed as if I had now 
done all my work in this world, and fteod ready for 
my call to a better. As long as I fee any thing to be 
done for God, life is worth having: but O, how 
yain and unworthy it is, to live for any lower end ! 

Friday, September 25. This day I was unfpeaka- 
bly weak, and little better than fpeechlefs all the day : 
however, I was able to write a little, and felt com- 
fortably. O, it refrefhed my foul, to think of for- 
mer things, of defires to glorify God, of the plea- 
fures of living to him! «0, my dear God, I am 

{peedily coming to thee, I hope, haften the day, O 
Lord, if it be thy bleffed will: O come, Lord Jefus, 
gome quickly. Amen.”*, 

[September 27. He felt an unnfual appetite to 
food ; with which his mind feemed to be exbhilarated, 
as a fign of the very near approach of death; he faid 
upon it, “ I was born on a. Sabbath-day ; and I have 
reafon to think I was new-born on a Sabbath-day; and 
I hope I fhall die on this Sabbatheday; 1 fhall look 
upon it as a favour, if it may be the will of God that © 
it fhould be fo: I long for the time. O, why is the 
chariot fo long in coming? why tarry the wheels of bis cha- 
riot? I am very willing to part with all: 1 am wil- 
ling to part with my dear brother John, and never 
to fee him again, to go to be for ever with the Lord. 
O, when I go there, how will God’s dear church 
on earth be upon my mind !’’ . | 

Afterwards the fame morning, being afked how 
he did? he anfwered. ‘ 1 am almoft in eternity: I 
Jong to be there. .My work is done: I have done 

W with 

* This was the last that ever he wrote in his diary with 
his own hand: though it is continued a little farther, in a 
broken manner; written by his-brother Israci; but indicted 
by his mouth, . 
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with all my friends: all the world is nothing to me. 
I long to be in heaven, praifing and glorifying God with 
the holy angels + all my delire is to glorify God.” 

During the whole of thefe laft two weeks of his 
life, -he feemed to continue loofe from all the world, 
as having done his work, and done with all things 
here below, having nothing to do but to die, and 
abiding in an earneft defire and expectation of the 
happy monient, when his foul fhould take its flight, 
and go to a ftate of perfection, of holinefs, and perfec 
gloritying and enjoying God. He faid, “ That the 
confideration of the day of death, and the day of 
judgment, had a long time been peculiarly fweet to 
-him.” He from time to time fpake of his being wil- 
ling to leave the body and the world immediately 
that moment, if it was the will of God. He alfo 
wads much in exprefling his longings, that the church 
of Chriit on earth might flourifh, and: Chrift’s king. 
dom here might be advanced, notwith{tanding he was 
about to leave the earth, and fhould not with his eyes 

‘ behold the defirable event. He faid to me, one 
morning. ‘My thoughts have been employed on the 
old dear theme, the pro/perity of God’s church on earth. 
As I waked out of fleep, I was led to cry for the 
pouring out of God’s {pirit, and the advancement of 
Chrift’s kingdom, which the dear Redeemer did, and 
fuffered fo much for. It'is that efpecially makes me 
long for it.” 

He once told me, that “he had formerly longed 
' for the out pouring of the Spirit of God, and the 

glorious times of the church, and hoped they were 
coming: and fhould have been willing to have lived 
to promote religion at that time, if that had been the 
will of God; but (fays he) 1 am willing it fhould 
he as it is: I would vot have the choice to make 
for myfelf, for ten thoufaud worlds.” He exprefied 
on his death-bed « full: perfuafion that he fhould in ny 
heaven, fee the profperity of the church on earth, | 
and fhould rejoice with Chrift therein; and the con- 
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fideration of it feemed to be highly pleafing to his 
mind. 
He alfo ftill dwelt much on the great importance 

of the work of minifers ; and exprefled his longings, 
that they might be filled with the Spirit of God; and 
manifefted much defire to fee fome of the neighbour- 
ing mini(ters, whom he had fome acquaintance with, 
that he might converfe freely with them on that fub- 
jet before he died. And it fo happened, that he 
had opportunity with fome of them, according to his 
defire. 

Another thing that lay much on his heart, and 
that he fpake of, from time to time, in thefe near 
appproaches of death, was the fpiritual profperity of 
his own congregation; and when he fpake of them, 
it was with peculiar tendernefs, fo that his {peech 
would be prefently interrupted and: drowned with 
tears. 
He «Ifo exprefled much fatisfaction in the difpo- 

fals c' ovidence, with regard to the circumftances 
of his ¢-'; 5 particularly that God had before his. 
death given him the opportunity he had in Bofton, 
with fo many confiderable perfons, miaifters, and 
others, to give'in his teftimony for God, and againft 
falfe religion; and there to lay before charitable 
gentlemen, the ftate of the Indians, to fo good effet: 
and that God had fince given him opportunity to 
write to them further concerning thefe affairs; and 
to write other letters of importance, that he hoped 
might be of good influence with regard to the ftate 
of religion among the Indians, and elfewhere, after 
his death. He alfo mentioned it as what he account. 
ed a merciful circumftance of his death, that he 
fhould die here. . And fpeaking of thefe things,’ he 
faid **God had granted him all his defire;” and 
fignified, that now he could with the greater alacrity 

ax leave the world. ] 
Monday, September 28. I was able to read, and 

make fome few corrections in my private writings ; 
hut found I could not write, as I had done; 1 found 

myfelf 
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myfelf fenfibly declining in all refpeéts. It has been’ 
only from a little while before noon, till about one 
or two o’clock, that I have been able to do any thing 
for fome time paft: yet this refrefhed my heart, that 
in do any thing, either public or private for 
God. ‘ 

(This evening, he was fuppofed to be dying: he 
thought fo himielf, and was thought fo by thofe who 
were about him. He feemed glad at the appearance 
of death. He was almoft {peechlefs, but his lips ap- 
peared to move: and one that fat very near him, 
heard him utter, * Come, Lord Jefus, come quick- 
ly.—O, why is his chariot fo long in coming !”— 
After he revived, he blamed himfelf for having been 
too eager to be gone. And in exprefling what he 
found in his mind at that time, he faid, he then found 
an inexpreflibly {weet love to thofe that he looked 
upon as belonging to Chriff, beyond all that ever he 
felt before ; fo that it * feemed (to ufe his own words) 
like a little piece of heaven to have one of them near 
him.” And being afked, whether he heard the prayer 
that was (at his defire) made with him; he faid 
s¢ Yes, he heard every word, and had an uncommon 
fenfe of the things that were uttered in that prayer, 
and that every word reached his heart.”? 

On the evening of Tuefday, September 29, as he 
Jay in his bed, he feemed to be in an extraordinary 
frame; his mind greatly engaged concerning the 
profperity of Zion: there being prefent at that time 
two candidates for the minifiry, he defired us all to 
unite in finging a Pfalm on that fubject, even Zion’s 
profperity. And ou his defire we fung a part of the 
102d Pfalm. This feemed much to refrefh him, and 
gave him new ftrength; fo that; though before he. 
could fcarce fpeak at all, now he proceeded, with 
fome freedom of fpeech, to give his dying- counfels 
to thofe two young gentlemen, relating to that great 

_work of the miniftry they were defigned for; and in 
particular, earneftly recommended to them frequent 
fecret fafting and prayer; and enforced his ict 
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with regard to this, from his own experience of the 
great comfort and benefit ® it; which (faid he) I 
fhould not mention, were it not that I am a dying per- 
fon. And after he had finifhed his counfel, he made 
a prayer, in the audience of us all; wherein, befides 
praying for this family, for his brethren, and thofe 
candidates for the miniftry, and for his own congre- 
gation, he earneltly prayed for the reviving and 
flourifhing of religion in the world. 

Till now, he had every day fat up part of the day; 
but after this he never rofe from his bed. ] 

Wednefday, September 30. I was obliged to keep 
my bed the whole day, through weaknefs. However 
I redeemed a little time, and with the help of my bro- 
ther, read and corrected about a dozen pages in my 
M. S. giving an-account of my converfion. 

Friday, October 2. My foul was this day, at turns, 
{weetly fet on God: I longed to be with him, that I 
might bebold his glory: I felt {weetly difpofed tv com- 
mit all to him, even my deareft friends, my deareft 
flock, and my abfent brother, and all my concerns 
for time and eternity. O, that his kingdom might 
come into the world; that they might all love and 
glorify him; and that the bleffed Redeemer might 

fee of the travail of his foul, and be fatisfied! O,. 
come, Lord Jefus, come quickly! Amen.”’* 

[The next evening we much expected his brother 
John from New-Jerfey ; it being about a week after’ 
the time that he propofed for his return. And though 
our expectations were {till difappointed; yet Mr. Brai- 
nerd feemed to continue unmoved, in the fame calm’ 
frame, that he had before manifefted ; as having ree 
figned all to God, and having done with his friends, 
and with all things here below. . 
On the morning of the next day, being Lord’s-day, 

Oétober 4, as my daughter Jerufha, (who chiefly tend- 
ed him) came into the room, he looked on her very 

W 3 pleafantly, 

* Here ends his diary: these are the /ast words, that are 
written in it, either by his owa hand, or from his mouth, 
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pleafantly, and faid, ‘* Dear Jerufha, are you wil. 
pa to part with me?-4I am quite willing to part 

t with you ;. I am willing to part with all my friends ; 
I am willing to part with my dear brother John, al. 
though I love him the beft of any creature living; I 
have committed him and all my friends to God, and 
can leave them with God. Though, if I thought I 
fhould not fee you, and be happy with you in ano- 
ther world, I could not bear to part with you. But 
we fhall {pend an happy eternity together!”"* In the 
evening, as one came into the room with a Bible in 
her hand, he faid, “ O, that dear book! that lovely 
book! I fhall foon fee it opened! the myfteries that 
are in it, and the mytteries of God’s providence, will 
be all unfolded.” , 

His diftemper now apparently preyed on his vitals; 
not by a fudden breaking of ulcers in his lungs, as at 
Bofton, but by a conftant difcharge of purulent mat- 
ter, in great quantities; fo that what he brought up 
by expectoration, feemed to be as it were mouthfuls 

of 

* Since this, it has pleased a holy and sovereign God to 
to take away this my dear child by death, on the 14th Fe- 
bruary next following, after a short illnes of five days, in the 
eighteenth year of her age. She was a person of much the 
same spirit with’ Mr. Brainerd. She had constantly taken care 
of,.and attended him in his sickness, for nineteen weeks be- 
fore his death, devoting herself to it with great delight, be- 
cause she looked on him as an eminent servant of Jesus Christ. 
In this time, he had much conversation with her on things of 
religion; and’ in his dying state, often expressed to us, her 
parents, his great satisfaction concerning her true piety, and 
his confidence’ that he should meet her in heaven: and his 
high opinion of her, not only as a true christian, but a very. 
eminent saint; one whose soul was uncommonly fed and en- 
tertained with things that appertain to the most spiritual. parts 
of religion; and one who, by the:temper of her mind, was 
fitted to deny herself for God, and-to do good beyond any 
young woman that he knew of. She had manifested a heart 
uncommonly devoted to God, in the course of her life, many 
years before her death; and said on her death-bed, that “ she 
had not seen one minute for several years, wherein she desired 
to live one minute longer, for the sake of any other good in 
life, but doing good, living to God, and doing what might be 
for his glory.” 
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of almoft clear pus s which was attended with very 
great inward pain and diftrefs. 

On Thurfday, October 6, he lay for a confidera. 
ble time, as if he was dying. At which time, he 
was heard to utter in broken whifpers, fuch expref- 
fions as thefe; ‘ He will come, he will not tarry. 
—I fhall foon be in glory.—I fhall foon glorify God 
with the angels.””——But after fome time he revived. 

The next day, viz. Wednefday, Odtober 7, his 
brother John arrived from New-Jerfey, where he 
had been detained much longer than he intended, 
by a mortal ficki.~fs | vailing among the chriftian 
Indians. Mr. bk. inere was refrefhed. “iin feein 
him, and appeared fully fatisfied with the reafons 
of his delay; feeing the intereft of religion and of 
the fouls of his people required it. 

The next day, Thurfday, October 8. He told me 
it was impoffible for any one to conceive the dif. 
trefs he felt in his breaft. He manifefted much con. 

_cern left he fhould difhonour God by impatience. 
He defired that others would be much in lifting up 
their hearts to God for him. He fignified, that he 
expected to die that night; but feemed to fear a 
longer delay: and the difpofition. of his mind with 
regard to death appeared ftill the fame that it had 
been all along. And notwithftanding his bodily 
agonies, yet the intereft of Zion lay ftill with great 
weight on. his mind; as appeared by fome con- 
fiderable difcourfe he had that evening with the Rev. 
Mr. Billing, one of the neighbouring minifters, con- 
cerning the great importance of the work of the mi- 
niftry. And afterwards, when it was very late in 
the night; he had much difcourfe with his brother 
John, concerning his congregation in New-Jerfey, 
and the intereft of religion among the Indians, In 
the latter part of the night, his bodily diftreffes feem- 
ed to rife to a greater height than ever ; and he faid 
to thofe then about him, that * it was another thing 
to die than what people imagined ;” explaining 
himfelf to mean, that they were not aware what 
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bodily pain and anguifh is undergone befote death. 
‘Towards day, his eyes fixed ; and he continued lying 
immoveable, till about fix o’clock in the morning, 
and then expired, on Friday, Odtober 9, 1747, when 
his {qul was received by his dear Lord and Mafter, as 
an eminently faithful fervant, into a ftate of perfec. 
tion, of holinefs, and fruition of God, which he had 
fo often and fo ardently longed for. 

Much refpect was fhe. 2 to his memory at his 
funeral ; which was on the Monday following, after 
a fermon preached the fame day, on that folemn oc. 

-eafion. His funeral was attended by eight of the 
neighbouring: minifters, feventeen other gentlemen 
of liberal education, and a great concourfe of peo. 
ple.] 

» 

Dea 

She 
oO ’ 

pinefs 
near a 
God h 
be ple: 
and g 
dure t 
nefs, t 
tance ¢ 
fent, is 
prefend 
moft | 
from 
wife cz 
moftly 
baked 



death. 
1 lying 
orning, 
» when 
ter, as 
perfec. 
he had 

at his 
¥, after 
mn 0¢c- 
of the 

itlemen 
of peoe 

4 
or. 

¢ 

( 2c ) 

LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 

MR. BRAINERD. 

—IU OS OC): O02 an 

To his Brother John, then a Student at Yale-Col- 
lege in New-Haven. 

Kaunaumeck, April 30, 1743. 
Dear Brother, 

Shouid tell you, “I long to fee you,” but that my 
own experience has taught me, there his no hap- 

pinefs to be enjoyed in earthly friends, though ever fo 
near and dear, or any other enjoyment that is not 
God himfelf. Therefore, if the God of all grace would 
be pleafed gracioufly to afford us each his prefencé 
and grace, that we may perform the work, and en- 
dure the trials he calls us to, in a tirefome wilder- 
nefs, till we arrive at our journey’s end; the dif. 
tance at which we are held from each other at pre- 
fent, is a matter of no great moment. But, alas! the 
prefence of God is what I want. I live in the 
moft lonely melancholy defert, about eighteen miles 
from Albany. I board with a poor Scotchman : his 
wife can talk fearce any Englifh. My diet confifts 
moftly of hafty-pudding, boiled corn, and _ btead 
baked in the athes. _ My dodging is a little er of 

Taw, 
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ftraw, laid upon fome boards, a little way from the 
round; for it is a log-room, without any floor, that 
lodge in. My work is exceeding hard: I travel on 

. foot a mile and half, the worft of way, almoft daily, 
and back again ; for I live fo far from my Indians.— 
I have not feen an Englifh perfon this month. 
Thefe and many other circumitances, as uncomfort.- 
able, attend me; and yet my /piritual conjliés and 
diftreffes {0 far exceed all thefe, that I fcarce think of 
them. The Lord grant that I may be enabled to 
* endure hardne(fs, as a good foldier of Jefus Chrift !” 
As to my /ucce/s here, I cannot fay much: the In- 
dians feem generally well difpofed towards me, and 
are moftly ver} attentive to my tn/flrudctions ; two or 
three are under fome conviéfions; but there feems to 
be little of the fpecial workings of the divine Spirit 
among them yet; which gives me many a heart. 
finking hour. Sometimes I hope, God has abundant 
bleffings in ftore for them and me; but at other 
times I am fo overwhelmed with diftrefs, that I 
cannot fee how his dealings with me are confiftent 
with covenant love and faithfulnefs, and I fay, 
+ Surely his tender mercies are clean gone for ever.” 
But, however, I fee, 1 needed all this chaftifement al. 
ready: It is good for me,” that I have endured 
thefe trials. Do not be difcouraged by my diftreffes: 
I was under great diftrefs, at Mr. Pomroy’s, when I 
faw you laft; but “God has been with me of a truth,” 
fince that. But let us always remember, that we 
mult through much tribulation enter into God’s eternal 
kingdom. The righteous are /carcely faved: it is an 
infinite wonder, that we have hopes of being faved 
atall. For my part, I feel the molt vile of any crea- 
ture living; and 1 am fure, there is not fuch ano- 
ther exilting on this fide 4e/———Now all you can do 
for me, is, to pray inceflantly, that God would make 
me humble, holy, refigned, and heavenly minded, 
by all my trials. ‘¢ Be ftrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might.” Let us run, wrefile, and 
Jight, that we may obtain the prize, and‘ obtain that 
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complete happinefs, to be * holy, as God is holy.” 
So wifhing and praying that you may advance in 
learning and grace, and be fit for f{pecial fervice for 
God, I remain 

Your affeBionate Brother 

Davip BrainerD. 

‘To his Brother John, at Yale-college, in New-Haven, 

| : Kaunaumeek, Dec. 27, 1743. 
Dear Evother, 

LONG to fee you, and know how you fare in your 
journey through the world of forrow, where we 

are compafied about with ‘ vanity, confufion, and 
vexation of fpirit.”” I am more weary of life than 
ever I was. The whole world appears to me like a 
valt empty fpace, whence nothing defirable, or at 
leaft fatisfactory, can poflibly be derived, and I 
long, daily to die more and more to it; even though 
I obtained not that comfort from fpiritual things 
which I earneftly defire. Worldly pleafures, fuch as 
flow from greatnefs, riches, honours, and fenfual grati« 
fications, are infinitely worfe than none. May the 
Lord deliver us more and more from thefe vanities ! 
I have fpent moft of the fall and winter in a very 
weak ftate of body; and fometimes under prefling 
inward trials, but ‘ having obtained help from God, 
1 continue to this day:” and am now itomething 
better in‘health. I find nothing more conducive to 
a life of Chrifliianity, than a diligent and faithful im. 
provement of precious time. Let us then faithfully 
perform that bufinefs, which is allotted us by diving 
providence, to the utmolt of our bodily ftrength and 
mental vigour. Why fhould we fink with any par- 
ticular trials, and perplexities, we are called to en- 

- counters 
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counter in the world? Death and eternity are ju be- 
fore us; a few toffing billows more will waft us 
to the world of ipirits, and we hope (through infi- 
nite grace) into endlefs pleafures. Let us then “run 
with patience the race that is fet before us.” And 
O, that we could depend niore upon the /iving God, 
and lefs upon our own wifdom and ftrength !—Dear 
brother, may the God of all grace comfort your heart, 
and fucceed your ftudies, and make you an inftrue 
ment of good to his people. This is the conftant 
prayer of 

Your affe@ionate Brother, 

Davip Brainerp, 

To his Brother Ifrael, at Haddam. 

Kaunaumeck, Fan. 21, 1743-4. 
My dear Brother, 

— HERE is but omg.thing, that deferves our 
higheft cares and'that is, that we may an- 

{wer the great end, for which we were made, viz. to 
glorify that God, who has gigen us our beings and all 
our comforts, and do all the ood we poflibly can to 
our fellow-creatures, while we live in the world: and 
verily life is not worth the having, if it be not em- 
ployed for this noble end. Yet, alas, how little is 
this thought of! moft men love to live to them/felves, 
without regard to the glory of God, or the good of 
their fellow-creatures; they .earneftly defire, and 
eagerly purfue the riches, honours, and pleafures of 
life, as if they really fuppofed that wealth, or great- 
nefs, or merriment, could make their immortal fouls 
happy, But, alas, what falfe and delufive dreams 
are thefe’! And how miferable will thefe ere long be, 
who are not awakened out of them, to fee, that all 

_ their happinefs confifts in liviug to God, and becoming 
“holy, 
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“holy, as he is hoiy!** O, may you never fall into 
the tempers and vanities, the fenfuality and folly of 
the prefent world! You are left, as it were, alone in 
a wide world, to aé for yourfelf; be fure then to re- 
member, it is a world of temptation. You have no 
earthly parents to form your youth to piety, by their 
examples and feafonable counfels; let this excite you 
with great diligence and fervency to look up to the 
Father of mercies for grace and affiftance againft all 
the vanities of the world. And if you would glorify 
God, anfwer his juft expectations from you, and 
make your own foul happy in this and the comin 
world, obferve thefe few dire@ions ; though not from 
@ father, yet from a brother who is touched with 2 
— concern for your prefent and future happiiiefs. 

nd, 
Firft, Refolve upon, and daily endeavour to 

practife a life of ferioufnefs. Think of the lite of 
Chrift; and when you can find that he was a 
with jefting, then you may indulge it in yourfelf. 

Again, Be careful to make a good improvement 
of precious time. When you ceafe from labour, 
fill up your time in reading, meditation, and prayer g 
and while your hands are labouring, let your heart 
be employed, as much as poflible, in divine thoughts. 
Further, Take heed that you faithfully perform 
the bufine/s you have to do in the world, from a re- 
gard to the commands ‘of God. We fhould always 
ook upon ourfelves as God's fervants, piaced in God’s 
world to do Ais work ; and accordingly labour faith-. 
fully for him; not with a defign to eer rich and 
great, but to glorify God, and do all the good we 
poffibly can. 

Again, Never expect bappine/s from the world. If 
you hope for happinefs in the world, hope for it 
from God, and not from the world. Do not think 
yon fhall be more happy, if you live to fuch or fuch 
a ftate of life, if you live to be for yourfelf, to be 
fettled in the world, or if you fhould gain an eftate in 
it: but look upon it a you fhall then be Aappy, 

RA cn 
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when you. can be. conftantly employed for God, and 
not for yourfelf; and defire to, live in the world, 
only to. do and fufir what God: allots to you. When 
you. can be.of the fpirit and temper of angels, who 
are willing to come down into this lower world, to 
perform what God commands.them, though their de. 
fires are heavenly, and. not. in, the leaft fet on earthly 
things, then you will be of that temper that you 
ought to. have. | Pry o ‘ 

Once more, Neven think that you, can Jive to God 
by, your own. ftrength ; but.always look. to, and; rely 
on him for afliftance, yea, for all, ftrength and grace. 
There. is no greater truth than this, that ‘ we can 
do. nothing of ourfelves.;’’ yet nothing but our own 
experience can. effectually teach it to.us, Indeed we 
are a long time in learning, that all our ftrength and 
falvation is in.God. This.is a life, that-no; unconverted 
man_can live:;, yet it is a life that every: godly foul is 
prefling after. Let it then be your gneat concern 
to devote yourfelf and your all to God, 

I long to fee you, that I may fay much more to you 
than I now’can, but I defire to commit you, to the 
Father. of mercies, and God of ail graces praying that 
you may be directed fafely threugh an evil. wos/d; to 
God's heavenly kingdom. 

Lam. your. affe@ionate loving brother, 

Davip Brain aD, 

i a 

To a fpecial Friend. 

Forks of Delaware, Fuly $1, 1744, 

— C Ertainly the greateft, the nobleft pleafure of 
.y intelligent creatures muft refult from their 

acquaintance with the blefled God, and with their 
own, immortal fouls, And O, how divinely {weet 

is 



od, and 
world, 
When 

‘ls, who 
orld, to 
heir de- 
» earthly 
rat you 

to. God 
and: rely 
d grace, 
we can 
our own 
deed we 
igth and 
converted 
y foul is 
concerp 

re to you 
to. the 

ring that 
xed, to 

pers | 

( 255 ) 
is it, to look into our own fouls, when we can find 
all our paffions united and engaged in purfuit after 
God, our whole fouls paffionately breathing after 
a conformity to him, and the full enjoyment of 
him! Verily, there are no hours pafs away with fo 
much pleafure, as thofe that are fpent in communing 
with God and our own hearts. O, how fweet is 
‘a fpirit of devotion, a fpirit of ferioufnefs and divine 
folemnity, a fpirit of gofpel fimplicity, love, tender- 
nefs! O, how defiratle, and how profitable to the 
chriftian life, is a fpirit of holy watchfulnefs, and 
godly jealoufy over ourfelves; when we are afraid 
of nothing fo much as that we {hall grieve and of- 
fend the blefled God, whom we apprehend, to be 
a father and a friend ; whom we then love and long 
to pleafe! Surely this is a temper, worthy of the 
higheft ambition and clofeft: purfuit of intelligent 
creatures. O, how vaftly fuperior is the peace, and 
fatisfaction derived from thefe divine frames, to that 
which we fometimes purfue in things impertinent and 
trifling | our own bitter experience teaches us, that 
in the midft of fuch laughter the heart is forrowful,” 
and there is no true fatisfaction, but in God.—But, 
alas! how fhall we obtain and retain this {weet fpirit 
of religion? Let: us follow the -apcitle’s direction, 
Phil. i:. 12, and labour upon the encourageinent he 
there mentions, for it is God only can afford us this 
favour ; and he will be fought, and it is fit we fhould 
wait upon him for fo rich a mercy. O, may the 
God of all grace afford us the influences of his Spirit : 
and help us, that we may from our hearts, efteem it 
our greateft liberty and happinefs, that “ whether 
we live, we may live to the Lord, or whether we die, 
we thay die to the Lord;” that in life and death, 
we may be his ! 
I am in a very poor ftate of health: but through 

divine goodnefs, I am not difcontented: I blefs God 
for this retirement: I never was more thankful for 
any thing, than | have been of late for the necefflity 
lam eet of felf-denial: I love to be a pilgrim and 

x2 ftranger 
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ftranger in this wildernefs: it feems moft fit for fuch 
a poor ignorant, worthlefs creature as I. I would 
not change my prefent miffion for any other bufinefs 
in the whole world. I may tell you freely, God has. 
of late given me great freedom and fervency in prayer 
when I have been fo weak and feeble, my nature 
feemed as if it would fpeedily diffolve. I feel as if 
my all was loft, and I was undone, if the poor Hea-. 
then be not converted. I feel different from what I 
did when I faw you laft, more crucified to all the en. 
joyments of life. It would be very refrelhing to me, 

_ to fee you here in this defert ; efpecially in my weak 
difconfolate hours: but, I could be content never to 
fee you, or any of my friends again in this world, if 
God would. blefs my labours to the convertion of the 
poor Indians. 

I have much that I could willingly communicate 
to you, which I muft omit, till providence gives us 
leave to fee each other. In the mean time, I reft 

Your obliged friend and fervant, 

ii Davip Bratnegp. 

To his Brother John, at Coliege. 

Crofweekfung, in New-Ferfey, Dec. 28, 1745. 

Very Dear Brother, 

x= AM in one continued and uninterrupted hur- 
ry; and divine providence throws fo much 

upon me, that I do not fee it will ever be otherwife. 
May I * obtain mercy of God to be faithful to the 
death !*?. I cannot fay, I am weary of my hurry; I 
only want ftrength and grace to do more for God. 
My dear brother, The Lord of heaven, that has. care. 

ried me through many trials, d/e/+ you blefs you for 
) | time 
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( 27 ) | 
tithe and eternity; and fit you to do fervice for hime 
in his church below, and to enjoy his blifsful pre- 
fence in his church triumphant.: My brother: “ the 
time is fhort:”? O let us fill it up for God; let us 
“ count the fufferings of this prefent time” as no-. 
thing, if we can but “ finifh our courfe with joy.” 
O, let us ftrive to live to God. I blefs the Lord, I 
have nothing to do with earth, but only to labour 
honeftly in it for God, till I fhall “ accomplifh as 
an hireling my day.” 1 do not defire to live one mi- 
nute for any thing that earth can afford. O, that I 
could live for none but God, till my dying moment ! 

Lam your affectionate brother, 

Davin Bramerp. 

cite ee 

To his Brother Ifrael, at College, written a few 
Months before his Death. 

ce Bofton, Fune 30, 1747. 
My dear Brother, 

T is from the fides of eternity I now addrefs you. 
. I am heartily forry that I have fo little ftrength 

to.write what I long to communicate to you. But 
let me tell you, my brother, efernity is another thin 

O, how vat 
and boundlefs! O, how fixed and unalterable ! 
O! of what infinite importance is it, that we be 
prepared for eternity! I have been juft dying for more 
than a week; and all around me have thought fo. 
But in this time I -have had clear views of eternity ¢ 
have feen the bleffednefs of the godly; and have long- 
ed to fhare their happy ftate; as well as been come 
fortably fatisfied, that I fhall do fo; but O, what an. 
uifh is raifed in my mind, to think of an eternity for 
ofe who are Chrifile/s, for thofe who bring their 

> i ae falfe 
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falfe hopes to the grave with them! The fight was 
fo dreadful, I could by no means bear it : my thoughts 
recoiled, and I faid, “Who can dwell with ever. 
lating burnings !*? ©, methought, that I could now 
fee my friends, that I might warn them, to fee to it, 
that they lay their foundation for eternity fure. And 
you my dear brother, I have been particularly con. 
cerned for: and have wondered I fo much neglected 
converfing with you about your fpiritual ftate at our 
laft meeting. O, let me befeech you now to:examine, 
whether you are indeed a new creature ? Whether the 
glory of God has ever been the higheft concern with 
you? whether you have ever been reconciled to all 
the perfections of God? In a word, whether God 
has been your portion, and a holy conformity to 
him your chief delight? If you have reafon to think 
you are gracelefs, O, give yourfelf and the throne of 
grace no reft, till God arife and fave. But if the cafe 
thould be otherwife, blefs God for his grace, and 
“prefs after holinefs. 

_©, my dear brother, flee flefhly Jufs. and the in- 
ehanting amufemenis, as well as corrupt doérines of 
the prefent day ; and ftrive to Jive to God. ‘Take this as. 
the laft line from ) 

Your affeionate dying brother, 

Davin BRainErh. 

‘Yo a young Gentleman, a Candidate for the Miniftry,, 
written at the fame time. 

Very Dear Sir,’ 

OW amazing it is, that the Awing, who know. 
they muft die, fhould notwithftanding “ put far- 

away the evil day,” in a feafon of health and prof- 
perity: and live at fuch an awful diftance from the 

grave, 
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grave, and the great concerns beyond it! And efpe- 
cially, that any whofe minds have been divinely en- 
lightened, to behold the important things of eternity, 
fhould live in this manner. And yet,. Sir, how fre- 
quently is this the cafe? How rare are the inftances 
of thofe who live and ‘aé, from day to day, as on the 
verge of eternity: ftriving to fill up all their remain- 
ing moments, in the fervice, and to the honour of 
their great Mafler? We infenfibly trifle away time, 

_ while we feem to have enough of it; and are fo 
ftrangely amufed, as in a great meafure to lofe a fenfe 
of the holinefs, neceffary to prepare us to be inhabi- 
tants of the heavenly paradife. But O, dear Sir, 
a dying bed, if we enjoy our reafon, will give another 
view of things. I have now, for more than three 
weeks, lain under the greateft weaknefs ; the greater 
part of the time, expecting daily and hourly to enter 
into the eternal world: fometimes I have been fo far 
gone, as to be fpeechlefs for fome hours together. 
And O, of what valt importance has a holy {piri- 
tual life appeared to me to be in this feafon! I have 
longed to call upon all my friends, to make it their 
bufinefs to dive to God: and efpecially all that are de. 
figned for, or engaged in the fervice of the fanctuary. 
Q, dear Sir, do not think it enough, to live at the 
rate Of common chriftians. Alas, to how little purpofe 
do they often converfe, when they meet together ! 
The vifits, even of thofe who are called chrittians 
indeed, are frequently quite barren; and confcience 
cannot but condemn us for the mifemployment of 
time, while we have been converfant with them. 
But the way to enjoy the divine prefence, and ‘be 
fitted for his fervice, is to live a life of great devotion 
and conflant felf.dedication to him; obferving the mo- 
tions and difpofitions of our own hearts, whence we 
may learn the corruptions that lodge there, and our 
conftant need of help from God for the performance 
of the leaft duty. And O, dear fir, let me befeech 
you frequently to attend the great and precious 
duties of fecret fafing and prayer. 

I have 
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-. 1 have a fecret thought from fome things I have 
obferved, that God may. perhaps defign you for fome 
fingular fervice in the world. O, then labour to be 
prepared and qualified to do much for God. Suffer 
me to entreat you earneftly to “ give yourfelf to 
prayer, to reading and meditation” on divine truths ; 
ftrive to penetrate to the bottom of them, and never 
be content with a fuperficial knowledge. By this 
means, your thoughts will grow weighty and judici- 
ous; and you thereby will be poffefied of a valuable 
treafure, out of which you may produce “ things new 
and old,” to the glory of God. 
And now, “ I commend you to the grace of God;” 

earneftly defiring, that a plentiful portion of the di. 
vine Spirit may reft upon you; that you may Jive to 
God in every capacity, and do abundant for him in 
public, if it be his will; and that you may be richly 
qualified for the “ inheritance of the faints in light.” 

I fearce expect to fee your face any more in the 
body ; and therefore entreat you to accept this as the 
laft token of love, from 

3 Your fincerely affectionate dying friend, 

Davip Brarinerp. 

"To his Brother John, at Bethel, the Town of Chrif- 
_tian Indians in New-Jerfey, written at Bofton, be- 
fore his Death. : 

Dear Brother, 

| AM now juft on the verge of eternity, expecting 
very fpeedily to appear in the unfeen world. 

feel myfelf no more an inhabitant on earth, and fome- 
times earneftly long to “ depart and be with Chrift.” 
I blefs God, he has for fome years given me an abid- 

ing 
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ing conviction, that it is impoffible for any rationab 
creature to enjoy true happinefs without being entire- 
ly “ devoted to him.” Under the influence of this 
conviction I have in fome meafure acted: O, that 
1 had done more fo! I faw both the excellency and 
neceflity of holinefs; but never in fuch a manner as 
now, when 1 am juft brought to the fides of the 
grave. QO, my brother, purfue after holinefs: prefs 
towards the blefled mark; and let your thirfty foul 
continually fay, “I fhall never be fatisfied till I 
awake in thy likenefs.” 
And now, my dear brother, as I muft prefs you to 

purfue after perfonal holinefs, to be as much in fafing 
and prayer as your health will allow, and to live 
above the'rate of common chriflians: fo I muft entreat 
you to attend to your public work: labour to diftine 
guifh between true and falfe religion; and to that 
end, watch the motions of God’s Spirit upon your 
own heart; look to him for help, and impartially 
compare ‘your experience with his word. 

Charge my people in the name of their dying mé- 
nifer, .yea, in the name of him. who was dead and is 
alive, to live and walk as becomes the gofpel. Tell 
them, how great the expectations of God and his 
people are Fom them, and how awfully they will 

* ‘wound God’s caufe, if they fall into vice: as well as 
fatally prejudice other poor Indians. Always infift, 
that their joys are delufve, although they may have 
been rapt up into the third heavens, unlefs the main 
tenour of their lives be fpiritual, watchful and holy. 
In prefling thefe things, ‘* thou fhalt both fave thy- 
felf, and thofe that hear thee.”— 

God knows, I was heartily willing to have ferved 
him longer in the work of the miniftry, although it 
had ftill been attended with all the /abours and bard- 
Joips of paft years, if he had feen fit that it fhould be 
fo: but as his will now appears otherwife, I am 
fully content, and can with the utmoft freedom fay, 
“The will of the Lord be done.” It affects me, to 
think of leaving you in a world of fin: my heart pi- 

ties 
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ties ‘you, that thofe ftorms and tempefts are yet be. 
fore you, which through grace I am almoft deli- 
vered from: but ‘ God lives, and blefled be my 
Rock :” he is the fame Almighty friend; and will, 
I truft, be your guide and helper, as he has been 
mine. " 

And now, my dear brother, *¢ I commend you to 
God and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and give you inheritance among all 
them that are fanétified.» May you enjoy the divine 
prefence, both in private and public; and may 
“the arms of your hands be made oo by the 
right hand of the mighty God of Jacob!”? Which are — 
the paflionate defires and prayers of 

Your affectionate dying brother, 

Davin Baanzan, 
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SOME REFLECTIONS 

AND 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE PRECEDING 

MEMOIRS. or Mr. BRAINERD, 

ei pan 

X. WW E have here an, opportunity, in, a, very 
©W lively iaffance, to fee: the nature of true re 

ligions and the manner of its. operation, when, exempli- 
fied: in a high degree and, powerful exercife. Parti- 
cularly it'may. be obferved, . 

1. How greatly Mr. Brainerd’s religion differed 
from that of fome pretenders to. faving converjion s 
who depending on that, fettle in a cold, carelefs, 
and carnal frame of mind, and in a. neglect of the 
thorough earneft religion, Although, his conviéions 
and converfion were in all: refpects exceeding clear, 
yet how fan-was he from, acting as though he thought 
he had. got: through his work, when.once he-had obtained 
comfort and fatisfaction of his intereft in Chrift ? 
On the contrary, that work on his heart, by which 
he was brought to this, was with him but the beginr 
ning of -his work, his firft entering on the great bufi- 
nefs of religion, his firft fetting out in his race. His 
obtaining reft: in Chrift, after earneft ftriving to en- 
ter in at the ftrait gate, he did not look upon as 
putting an end. to any further occafion for ftriving 
and violence in religion: but thefe were ae 

} aa 
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and ‘maintained conftantly, through ‘all changes, te love 
the very end of life. He continued preffing for- wer 
ward, forgetting the things that were behind, and cam 
reaching forth towards the things that were before. fir 
His pains and earneftnefs in religion were rather in- gree 
creafed than diminifhed, after he had received fatis- = 
faction concerning the fafety of his ftate. Thofe di- over 
vine principles, love to God, and longings after ho- sao 
linefs, was more effectual to engage him to pains and of § 
activity in religion, than the fear of hell had been deca 
before. ore 

And as his converfion was not the end of his- work, sont 
or of his diligence and ftrivings in religion; fo nei- ch f 
ther was it the end of the work of the Spirit of God on Lig 
his heart : but on the contrary, the beginning of that pe 
work; the firft dawning of the light, which thence. | ©?2? 
forward increafed more and more; the beginning of | ™°W 
his holy affections, his forrow for fin, his love to to h 
God, his rejoicing in Chrift, his longings after holi- 
nefs. And the powerful operations of the Spirit of 
God herein, were carried on, from the day of his 
converfion, to his dying day. His religious experi- 
ence, his admiration, joy, and praife, did not only 
hold for a few days, weeks, or months, while hope 
and comfort were new things with him; and then 
gradually die sway, till they came to leave him 
without any fenfible experience, or holy and divine 
affections, for months together; as it is with many, 
who after the newnefs of things is over, foon come 
to that pafs, that it is again with them much ai it is 
ufed to be before their fuppofed converfion, with re- 
fpe& to any prefent views of God’s glory, or ardent 
out-goings of their fouls after divine objects ; but 
only now and then they have a comfortable reflection 
on times paft; and fo reft eafy, thinking all well : 
they have had a good clear work, and they doubt not 
but they fhall go to heaven when they die. How far 
otherwife was it with Mr. Brainerd, than it is with 
fuch perfons! His experiences, inftead of dying away, 
were evidently of an iffcreafing nature. ati 

ove, 
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love, and other holy affections, even at the beginning 
were very great; but after months and years, be- 
came much greater, and more remarkable; and the 
fpiritual exercifes of his mind continued exceeding 
great, (though not equally fo at all times,) without 
remiffnefs, and without dwindling and dying away, 
even till his deceafe. They began in a time of ge- 
neral deadnefs, and were greatly increafed in a time 
of general reviving of religion. And when religion 
decayed again, seal a general deadnefs returned, his 
experiences were ftill kept up in their height, and fo 
continued to be, in a general courfe wherever he was, 
in ficknefs and in health, living and dying. The 
change that was wrought in him at his converfion, 
was agreeable to fcripture reprefentations, a great 
change, and an abiding change, rendering him a 
new man, a new creature: not only a change as 
to hope and comfort; and a tranfient change, con- 
fifting in pafling affections; but a change of auture, 
@ change of the abiding habit and temper of his 
mind. Not a partial change, merely in point of opi- 
nion, or outward reformation, much lefs a change 
from one error to another, or from one fin to another: 
but an univerfal change, both internal and external, 
from the habits and ways of fin, to univerfal holinefs. 

It appears plainly, from his converfion to his death, 
that the great object of the new fenfe of his mind, 
the new appetites given him in his converfion, and 
thenceforward maintained and increafed in his heart, 
was HOLINESS, conformity to God, living to God, 
and glorifying him. This was what drew his heart ; 
this was the centre of his foul; this was the ocean 
to which all the ftreams of his religious affections 
tended: this was the object that engaged his eag 
defires and earneft purfuits: he knew no true excel- 
lency or happinefs, but this: this was what he longed 
for moft vehemently and conftantly on earth ; and this 
was with him the beauty and bleffednefs of heaven-~ 
to be perfectly holy, a prey exercifed in the 

holy 
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holy employments of heaven: to glori*; God, and 
-enjoy him for ever. 

tis religious affections were attenc::! with evan- 
elical humiliation ; confifting of a fenie of his own 

infufficiency, defpicablenefs, and odioufnefs. How 
deeply affected was he almoft continually with his 
great defects in religion; with his vaft diftance from 
that fpirituality that became him; with his ignorance, 
pride, deadnefs, unfteadinefs, barrennefs? He was 
not only affected with the remembrance of his for- 
mer finfulnefs, but with the fenfe of his prefent 
vilenefs and pollution. He was not only difpofed to 
think meanly of himfelf as before God, and in com- 
parifon of him; but amongft men, and compared 
with them. He was apt to think other faints better 
than he; yea, to look upon himfelf as the meaneft 
and leaft of faints; yea, very often as the vileft and 
worft of mankind. And notwithftanding his great 
attainments in fpiritual knowledge, yet we find there . 
-is fearce any thing he is more frequently abafed with, 
‘than his ignorance. : 

How eminently did he appear to be of a meek and 
quiet fpirit, refembling the lamb-like, dove-like Spi- 
rit of Chrift! how full of love, meeknefs, quietnefs, 
forgivenefs, and mercy! his love was not merely 
fondnefs for a party, but an univerfal benevolence ; 
often exercifed in the moft fenfible and ardent love 
to his greateft oppofers and enemies. His love and 
meeknefs were not outward paflion and thew; but 
painful deeds of love and kindnefs; readily con- 
Foti Haale under the greateft trials, and humbiing 
himfelf even at the feet of thoie from whom he had 
fuffered moft: and from time to time praying for his 
anemies, abhorring. tke thoughts of bittegnefs and 
refentment towards them. {carce know “where to 
look for a parallel inftance of felf-denial, in thefe 
refpects, in the prefent age. He was'a perfon of 
reat zeal ; ‘but how did he abhor a bitter zeal, and 

Ement it where he faw it! and though he was once 
drawn into fome degree of it, by the force of ex- 

ample; 
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ample ; yet how did he go about with a heart bruifed 
and broken in pieces for it all his life after ! 

Of how /oft and tender a fpirit was he! How far 
were his experiences, hopes, and joys, from a ten- 
dency to leflen conviftion and tendernefs of confci- 
ence, to caufe him to be lefs affected with prefent 
and palit fins, and lefs confcientious with refpect to 
future fins, more eafy in. the neglect of duties that 
are troublefome and inconvenient, lefs apt to be 
alarmed at his own defects and tranfgreflions, more 

. eafily induced to a compliance with carnal appetites ! 
On the contrary, how tender was his contcience ! 
how apt was his heart to fmite him ! how greatly was 
he: alarmed at the appearance of evil! how great 
and conftant was his jealoufy over his own heart! 
how ftriét his care and watchfultefe- again{t fin! how 
deep and fenfible were the wounds that fin made in 
his confcience! thofe evils that are generally ac- 
counted fmall, were almoit an infupportable, burdea. 

, to him; fuch as his inward deficiencies, his having 
no more love to God, finding within himfelf any 
flacknefs or dulnefs, any unfteadinefs, or wandcrin 
frame of mind, how did the confideration of fack 
things as thefe abafe him,, and fill him with fhame 

- and confufion ! his love and hope, though they were 
fuch as caft out a fervile-fear of hell, yet were at. 
tended with, and promoted reverential filial fear of 
‘God, a dread of fin, and of God’s holy difpleafure.. 
His joy feemed truly to be rejoicing with trembling. 
His aflurance and comfort promoted:and maintained: 
mourning for fin: holy mourning with him, was 
not only the work of an hour or a day, at his firft 
converfion; but he was.a mourner for fin all his 
days. He did not, after he received fatisfaction. of. 
the forgivenefs- of his fins, forget his paft fins, that 
were committed before his converfion; but the re- 
membrance of them from time: to time, revived 
his heart with renewed grief: and how laftingly 
did the fins committed:after his converfion, affect and 
break his. heart! if he did any thing. whereby he 
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thought he had in any refpeét difhonoured God, he 
has never done with calling it to mind with forrow 3 
though he was aflured that God had forgiven it, 
yet he never forgave himfelf. And his preient fins, 
that he daily found in himfelf, were an occafion of 
daily forrow of heart. 

His religion was not like a blazing meteor, flying 
through the firmament with a bright train, and then 
quickly going out; but like the fteady lights of hea- 
ven, that are conftant principals of light, though 
fometimes hid with clouds. Nor like a land-flood; 
which flows far and wide, with a rapid ftream, bear- 
ing down all before it, and then dried up; but like 
a ftream fed by living fprings; which though fome- 
times increafed and at other times diminilhed, yet 
is a confaat fiream. 

Mr. Brainerd’s comforts were not like thofe of 
fome other perfons, which are attended with a fpi- 
ritual fatiety, and put an end to their religious de- 
fires and longings, at leaf{t to the ardency of them; | 
reiting fatisfied, as having obtained their chief end, 
which is to extinguifh their fears of hell. On the 
contrary, how were they always attended with long. 
ings and thirftings after greater degrees of conformity 
to God!. And the greater and fweeter his comforts 
were, the more vehement were his defires after holi- 
nefs. For his longings were not fo much after joy- 
ful difcoveries of God’s love ;. as after greater fpiri- 
tuality, an heart more engaged for God, to love, 
and exalt, and depend upon him: an ability better 
to ferve him, to do more for his glory. And his 
defires were powerful and effectual, to animate him 
to the earnelt, eager purfuit of thefe things. His 
comforts never put an end to his feeking after God, 
but greatly engaged and enlarged him therein. 

His religion did not confift only in experience, 
without prad@ice. All his comforts had a direct ten- 
dency to practice; and this, not merely a practice 
negatively good, but a practice pofitively holy and 
chriftian, in-a ferious, devout, humble, meek, ea 

. *  ciful, 
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ciful, charitable, and beneficient converfation; mak. 
ing the fervice of God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
the great bufinefs of life, which he purfued with the 
‘greateft earneftnefs and diligence to the end of his 
days. ? 
IL The foregoing account may afford matter of 

conviction, that there is indeed fuch a thing as true 
experimental religion, arifing from immediate divine in- 
fluences, fupernaturally enlightening and convince. 
ing the mind, and powerfully quickening, fanctify.. 
ing, and governing the heart; which religion is in- 
deed an amiable thing, of happy tendency, and of 
no hurtful confequence to human fociety ; notwith- 
ftanding there have been many pretences to experi. 
mental religion, that have proved tobe nothing but- 
a ' 

If any infift, that Mr. Brainerd’s religion was: en-- 
thufia/m, 1 would afk, if fuch things as thefe are the 
fruits of enthufiafm, wiz. honefty and fimplicity, 
fincere and earneft defires and endeavours, to know 
and do whatever is right, and to avoid every thing 
that is wrong; an high degree of love to God, plac- 
ing the happinefs of life in him; not only in con- 
templating him, but in being active in pleaiing, and: 
ferving him;:a firm and undoubting belief in the: 
Meffizh, as the Saviour of the werld ; together with 
great love to him, delight and:complacency in the 
‘way of falvation by him, and longing for enlarge. 
ment of his kingdom: uncommon refignation to the’ 
will of God, and that. under vait trials; univerfal: 
benevolence to mankind, reaching all forts of per- 
fons without diftinétion,. manifefted in fweetnefs of 
fpeech and behaviour, kind treatment, mercy, libe- 
rality, and earneft feeking the good of the fouls and 
bodies of men; attended with extraordinary humi. 
lity; meeknefs, forgivenefs of injuries, and love to 
enemies; a modeft, difcreet, and decent deportment, 
among fuperiors, inferiors, and equals; a diligent 
improvement of time, and earneft care to lofe no 
part of its. great ee againft all forts of ap? 
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of heart, fpeech, and action: and the foregoing ami. 
able virtues all ending in a marvellous peace, un- 
moveable calmnefs, and refignation, in the fenfible 
approaches of death: I fay, if all thefe things are 
the fruits of enthufafm, why fhould not enthufiafm 
be thought a defirable and excellent thing ? 

And whereas there are many who are-not profefled 
oppofers of what is called experimental religion, who 
yet doubt of the reality of it, from the dad lives of 
fome profeffors; and are ready to determine that 
there is nothing in all the talk about being Jorn again, 
brought to Chrifl, &c. becaufe many that pretend to 
thefe things manifeft no abiding alteration in their 
difpofition and behaviour; are as carelefs, carnal, 
or covetous as ever; yea, fome much worfe than 
ever; it is acknowledged, that-this is the cafe with 
fome ; but by the preceding account they may fee 
it is not fo with all; There are fome indifputable 
inftances of fuch a change, a “ renovation of the 
{pirit of the mind,” and a “ walking in newnefs of 
life.”? In the foregoing inftance particularly, they 
may fee the abiding influence of fuch a work of con- 
verfion ; the fruits of fuch experience through a 
courle of years; under a great variety of circum- 
{tances, and the blefled event of it in life and death. 

III. Is there not much in the preceding memoirs 
to teach, and excite to duty, us who are called to 
the work of the minifiry? What a deep fenfe had 
he of the greatnefs and importance of that work, and 
with what weight did it lie on his mind! how fenfi- 
ble was he of his own infufficiency for this work; and 
how great was his dependence on God’s fufficiency ! 
how folicitous, that he might be fitted for it! and 
to this end, how much time did he fpend in prayer 
and fafting, as well as reading and meditation; giv. 
ing bim/olf to thefe things! how did he dedicate his 
whole life, all his powers and talents to God; and 
forfake and renounce the world, with all its pleafing 
and enfnaring enjoyments, that he might be wholly 
at liberty, to ferve Chrift in this work; and to 

“¢ pleafe 
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‘ pleafe him who had chofen him to be a foldier, 
under the Captain of our falvation!’? With what 

.folicitude, folemnity, and diligence did he devote 
himfelf to God our Saviour and feek his prefence 
and blefling, at the time of his ordination! and how 
did his whole heart appear to be conftantly engaged, 
his whole time employed, and his whole ftrength 
{pent in the bufinefs he then undertook ! And his 
hiftory fhews us the right way to /ucce/s in the work 
of the miniftry. He fought it as a refolute foldier 
feeks victory, in a fiege or battle ; or as a man that 
runs a race for a prize. Animated with love to 
Chrift and fouls, how did he * labour always fer- 
venily,”” not only in word and doétrine, in public 
and private, but in prayers day and night, “ wreftling 
with God” in fecret, and “ travailing in birth,” 
with unutterable groans and agonies, “ until Chrift 
were formed’’ in the hearts of the people to whom 
he was fent! How did he thirft for a bleffing on his 
miniftry ; and “ watch for fouls as one that muft 
give account!” How did he “ go forth in the 
Resp th of the Lord God ;” depending on a fpecial 
influence of the Spirit to affift him! and what was 
the happy fruit at laft, though after long waiting, 
and many difcouraging appearances! Like a true fon 
of Jacob, he perfevered in wreftling, \ntil the break- 
ing of the day. 

IV. The foregoing account may afford inftruétion 
to chriftians in general; as it fhews, in many refpects, 
the right way of pradifing religion, in order to ob- 
tain the ends of it; or how chriftiars fhould 
«‘ run the race fet before them,’’ if they would not 
“ run as uncertainly,” but would honour God in 
the world, adorn their profefiion, be ferviceable to 
mankind, have the comforts of religion while they 
live, be free from difquieting doubts ; enjoy peace 

jin the approach of death, and “ finith their courfe 
with joy.” In general, he rnuch recommended, 
for this purpofe, the redemption of time, and grest di- 
ligence in watchfulnefs. 

And 
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And his ‘example and fuccefs with regard to one 

duty in fpecial, may be of great ufe to both minifters 
and private chriftians ; I mean the duty of fecret 
fafting. The reader has feen how much Mr. Brai- 
nerd recommends this duty, how frequently he ex-. 
ercifed himfelf in it, and of what great benefit it evi-. 
dently was to his foul. Among all the days he fpent 
in fecret fafting and prayer, there is fcarce an in- 
ftance of.one, but what was attended with appa- 
rent fuccefs, and a remarkable blefling, in {pecial. 
incomes and confolations of God’s fpirit. But it 
muft be obferved, that when he fet about this duty: 
he did it in good earneft; “ ftirring up himfelf to- 
take hold of God,” and “ continuing inftant in: 
prayer.” with much of the fpirit.of Jacob, who faid 
to the angel, “ I will not Jet thee go, except thou. 
blefs me.”’ 

V. One thing more may be obferved in the pre- 
ceding account of Mr. Brainerd ;; and that is the: 
remarkable difoofal' of divine providence, with: refpeé 
to Ga cir: Bovces of his laft fcknefs and death. 

‘Caougt .:. had been long infirm, his conftitution: 
being much broken by his fatigues and hardfhips ;: 
and though he was often brought very low by: ill-. 
nefs, yet his life was preferved, till. he had feen that 
whith he had fo long and greatly defired, a glorious. 
work of grace among the Indians. 
And though it was the pleafure of God, that: he: 

fhould be taken off from his labours among that pgo-. 
ple, who were fo dear to him;, yet this was not be- 
fore they were well inftructed in the chriftian reli- 
gion, confirmed and fixed. in the chriftian faith and 
manners, formed into a church ;. brought into a good 
way with refpect to the education of children ; col- 
leéted in a town by themfelves, on a good piece of 
Jand of their own; and introduced into the way of 
living by hufbandry. Thefe things were but juft 
brought to pafs by his indefatigable application, and 
then he was taken off from his work. If this had 
been but a little fooner, ‘they would by no sg a 

ave. 
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have been prepared for fuch a difpenfation ; and it 
probably would have been more to their fpiritual in- 
tereft, and of the caufe of chriftianity among them. 

The time and circumftances of his illnefs were fo 
ordered, that he had juft opportunity to finifh his 
journal. A foundation was hereby laid for a con- 
cern in others for that caufe, and proper care and. 
meafures to be taken for the maintaining it after his 
death. As it has adtually proved to be of great be- 
nefit in this refpec&t ; it having excited many in thofe 
parts, and alfo more diftant parts of America, to ex- 
ert themfelves for the promoting fo glorious a work, 
remarkably opening their hearts and hands: and 
not only in America, but in Great Britain, where that 
Journal has been an occafion of fome large benefac- 
tions, made for the promoting the intereft of chrif- 
tianity among the Indians. 
He was not taken off from the work of the mi- 

niftry-among his people, till his brother was in a ca- 
pacity and circumftances to fucceed him in his care of 
them: who fucceeds him in the like fpirit, and under 
whofe prudent and faithful care his congregation has 

| flourithed, and been very happy, {ince he left them 3 
and probably could not have been fo well provided for 
otherwife. If Mr. Brainerd had been difabled fooner, 
his brother would by no means have been ready to ftand 
up in his place; having taken his firft degrees at col- 
lege but about that very time that he was feized with 
this very fatal confumption. 

Though in that winter that he lay fick at Dr. Dik. 
infon’s in Elifabeth-Town, he continued for a long 
time in an extremely low ftate, fo that his life was 
almoft defpaired of, and his ftate was fometimes {uch 
that it was hardly expected he would live a day to 
anend; yet his life was {pared a while longer; he 
lived to fee his brother arrived in New-Jerfey, being 
come to fucceed him in the care of his Indians; and 
he himfelf had opportunity to affift in his examination 
and introduction into his bufinefs: and to commit the 
conduét of his dear people to one whom he well knew, 

and 



( 274 ) 
and could put confidence in, and ufe freedom with in 
giving him particular inftructions and charges, and 
under whofe care he could leave his congregation with 
great chearfulnefs. 

The providence of God was remarkable im fo or. 
dering of it, that before his death he fhould take a 
journey into New-England, and go to Boftons which 
was, in many refpects, of very great and happy con- 
fequences to the intereft of religion, and efpecially 
among his own people. By this means, it has been 
obferved, he was brought into acquaintance with 
many perfons of note and influence, minifters, and: 
others, belonging both to the town and various parts 
of the country ; and had opportunity under the beft 
advantages, to bear a teftimony for God and true 
religion. | | 

The providonce of God was obfervable in his go. 
ing to Bofton at a time when not only the honoura- 
ble commiffioners. were feeking miilionaries to the 
Six Nations, but juit after his journal, which gives 
an account of his labours and fuccefs among the In- 
dians, had been fpread at Bofton; whereby his name 
was known, and the mirds of ferious people were. 
well ‘prepared to receive hig perfon, and the tefti- 
mony he there gave for God; to exert themfelves 
for the upholding and promoting the intereft of reli-. 
gion in his congregation, and amongft the Indians. 
elfewhere; and to regard his judgment concerning 
the qualifications of miffionaries, If he had gone 
there the fall before, (when he had intended to 
have made his journey into New-England, but was 

_ prevented by a fudden great increafe of his illnefs) 
it would not have been likely to have been to fo good. 
effe&; and alfo if he had not been unexpectedly de- 
tained in Bofton ; for when he went from my houfe, 
he intended to make but a very fhort ftay there; but 
Divine Providence by his being brought fo low there,. 
detained him long; thereby to make way for the ful- 
filling his owh gracious defigns. 

Thus, although it was the pleafure of God, that 
he fhould be taken away fram his congregation ;_ yet i 
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it was granted to him, that before he died he fhould 
fee them well provided for every way: he faw them 
‘provided for with one to inftrué& them, and take 
care of their fouls; his own brother, whom he could 
confide in: he faw a good foundation laid for the 
fupport of the {chool among them: thofe things that 
before were wanting in order to its being fupplied ; 
and he had alfo opportunity to leave all his dying 
charges with his fucceflor in the paftoral care of his 
people, and by him to fend his dying counfels to 

' them. 
Another thing, wherein appears the merciful dif- 

pofal of Providence, was, that he did not die in the 
wildernefs, among the favages, at Kaunaumeek, or 
the Forks of Delaware, or at Sufquehannah;: but in 
.a place where his dying behaviour might be obferv- 
ed, and fome account given for the benefit of fur. 
vivors: and alfo where care might be taken of him 
in his ficknefs, and proper honours done him at his 
death. | 

E would not conclude my obfervations on the mer. 
ciful circumftances of Mr. Brainerd’s death, without . 
acknowledging with thankfulnefs, the gracious dif. 
penfations of Providence to me and my family in 
fo orderiny, that he (though the ordinary place of 
his abode was more than two hundred miles diftant) 
fhould be caft hither to my houfe, in his laft ficknefs, 
and fhould die here: fo that we had opportunity for 
much acquaintance and converfation with him, and 
to thew him kindnefs in fuch circumftances, and to 

_ fee his dying behaviour, to hear his dying fpeeches, 
to receive his dying counfels, and to have the benefit 
of his dying prayers. May God in infinite mercy 
grant, that we may ever retain a proper remembrance 
of thefe things, and make a due improvement of the 
advantages we have had! The Lord grant alfo, that 
the foregoing account may be for the {piritual benefit 
of all that read it, and prove a happy means of pro- 
moting true religion in the world! Amen. 
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