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that her conduct, during the last century or two,
has amounted, not merely to a simple per-
mission to us to carry on our trade with her,
but has conferred upon us perfect rights, such
as are accompanied by the right. of compelling
the fulfilment of the corresponding obligations.
“But,” it may be objected, in the language of
Vattel, ““a simple permission to carry on com-
merce with a nation, gives no perfect right to
that commerce; for, if I merely and simply
permit you to do any thing, I do not give you
any right to do it alterwards in spite of me.—
You may make use of my condescension as long
as it lasts; but nothing prevents me from
changing my will."*  This proposition of
Vattel’s, guarded even as it is in its terms,
must be taken, subject to considerable limita-
tions. If nation A, by a long course of conduct
in commercial intercourse, from which she has
derived great advantages, leads nation B to
form the reasonable presumption that she will
continue such intercourse on equitable terms,
on the strength of which, nation B goes to great
expense, and incurs a heavy risk in constructing
a permanent commercial establishment,—surely
nation A can never be at liberty, in such a case
as this, which can never be called a case of
““mere simple permission,” arbitrarily to “ change
her will!”
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sary for the use of man. One country abounds
in corn, another in pastures and cattle, a third
in timber and metals, &c. If all these countries
trade together, as is agreeable to human nature,
no one of them could be without such things ds
are useful and necessary; and the views of
nature, our common mother, will be fulfilled.
Further,—one country is fitter for some kinds
of product than another; as, for instance, fitter
for the vine than for tillage. If trade and barter
take place, every nation, on the certainty of
procuring what it wants, will employ its land
and its industry in the most advantageous
manner, and mankind in general prove gainers
by it. Such are the foundations of the general
obligation incumbent on nations, reciprocally to
cultivate commerce.”*

Without discussing the question, whether
the Chinese are absolutely warranted, in justice
to their fellow-nations, in shutting out all the
rest of the world from any participation in the
benefits of so prodigious a portion of the most
desirable parts of the earth,—even when that
participation would be attended with corre-
sponding advantages to themselves,—it may be
contended that China has long since surrendered
such rights, and is no longer in a position to
enforce them, as against the British nation;

* Vattel, Book II, Chap. ii. Sect. 21.
D2
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gations, and subjected her to certain liabilities;
from which the principles of justice,—of the law
of nations,—forbid her to retreat.

Were it necessary to resort to abstract rea-
soning upon the subject, the following short
paragraph, from a distinguished writer, (Vattel) |
might be referred to, as containing a striking
statement of the principles regulating mutual
commerce between nations. “All men ought
to find on earth the things they stand in need of.
In the primitive state of communion, they took
them wherever they happened to meet with
them, if another had net before appropriated
them to his own use. The introduction of
dominion and property could not deprive men
of so essential a right; and consequently, it
cannot take place without leaving them, in
general, some mean of procuring what is useful
or necessary to them. This mean is commerce ;
by it every man may still supply his wants.—
Things being now become property, there is no
obtaining them without the owner’s consent;
nor are they usually to be had for nothing; bus
they may be bought or exchanged for other
things of equal value. Men are, therefore, under
an obligation to carry on that commerce with each
other, if they wish not to depart from the views of
nature. And this obligation extends also to whole
nations, or states. 1t is seldom that nature is
seen to produce in one place, all that is neces-





EPUB/image_0033_00.jpeg
THE BRITISH THADE WITH CHINA. i7

city, to find out the prices of goods, to make pur-
chases, and acquire profit.”

The ‘only terms on which they will suffer a.
commercial intercourse to be carriéd on with
the frontiers, are an implicit acknowledgment of
its springing from the ** amazing und unmerited
condescension” of the Emperor'of China towards
*¢ his reverently-submissive tributary” the King
of England, and his ¢ barbarian and profligate
subjects.” It is true, that a few attempts have
been made to shake off such a badge of ignomi-
nious servitude,—feeble, however, and few: the
occasions on which such manifestations have
been made, have been, too often, indiscreetly se-
lected, and the ultimate results correspondingly
unfortunate. Of what avail were a few mo-
mentary flashes of indignation and independ-
ence, in the midst of a long and dark iqterval of
acquiescence and submission? The Chinese
came at length to treat such exhibitions as really
butthe spasms of weakness, however momentarily
formidable—as indications of the real extent of
their power over us. Listen to the language in
which the Company’s supercargoes are charac-
terized by the Viceroy of Canton: * Good prin-
ciples and solemn truths have no effect upon them ;
and T'was compelled tointercept their trade—totouch
their gains; and no sooner was that done, than they
submitted. They are a mercenary gain-scheming
set of adventurers, whom reason cannot ruje. The
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answer for his conduct; but is subjected to
personal violence from mere underlings, or has
his Chinese servants taken away or imprisoned,
and his provisions stopped, till he submit to an
arbitrary mulet; which, on his refusal to pay,
is exacted from the Ifong merchant with whom
he may chance to have most dealings; and this
Hong merchant again, is imprisoned and his
trade stopped until he make good the arbitrary
demand,—the European never having a trial, or
an opportunity of justifying himself!

“In like manner, an European has no access to
a magistrate or government functionary, to
claim redress for any outrage to which he may
have been subjected, — overcharge of daties,
stoppage of trade, or other grievance, but must
appeal through the Hong merchants, who are
commonly the authors of the grievances suffered,
and who are able to tell their own story to the
Mandarin, without any countervailing state-
ment from the European. The Hong merchants,
in short, ten or twelve in number, besides pos-
sessing a monopoly of all European trade, are
vested with authority to govern Europeans,
* who’ (to use the words of a Government edict)
“must not be allowed of their own accord to go
out and into their dwellings, lest they should
trade and carry on clandestine transactions with *
‘traitorous natives.” Nor after the departure of
their ships are they allowed to remain in Canton
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without seeming to do so, their real wishes,—i.¢.
that in no case should resistance be attempted,
let the Chinese do what they would ? Without
being anxious to fasten ungenerous imputations
upon the Directors of the East India Company,
one cannot help entertaining a suspicion that this
linc of policy was dictated by a desire to fix the
Company firmly in the favour of the Chinese,
and render them reluctant to trade with Great
Britain through any other medium than one so
supple, so acquiescent, so ** peaceable !”*

This truculent, vain-glorious people have been
pleased to consider all other inhabitants of the
earth (as already intimated) as BARBARTANS,—
destitute of all pretensions to civil, political, or
moral excellence. They will not permit them-
selves to be polluted by these “ barbarians” in-
termingling with them,—except to such an ex-
tent and in such a manner as affords them op-
portunity for cxtracting from them a great re-
venue, by means of the most unblushing
extortion.

«If an European commit any breach of the
laws, he is not taken before a magistrate to

¥ Mr. Auber quotes from the  Report on China Trade"—

*(Parliamentary Papers, &c.) with an air of triumpl, that the

East India Company have been able *“ to femporize with the
Chivese, without loss of character ! "—p. 398,
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the erroneous supposition that to them the trade is
a matter of indiffercnce.” Hear again, the re-
proachful and contemptuous language of the
Hoppo Chung in reply to the Committee’s Jetter
of October 28th, 1830, as affording melancholy
evidence of the results of long-continued sub-
mission to Chinese outrage. The Committee
had complained bitterly of a2 proclamation—
(already hinted at)—of a most revolting nature,
annually stuck against their factory, and re-
quested its removal :—

‘ In the petition they say that the insulting
proclamation, suspended against the Company’s
Hong, has been reluctantly borne with for many
years, by foreign merchants. . . 1t has been stuck
ap against the Company's Hong for more than
thirty years. Itdid not commence to-day.: As
they say the language of the proclamation was
rather ignominious,—why did not the former bar-
barian merchants early indulge their anger, and
with hearts dead to the subject, cease to come
again to knock-head at the service for an open
market? Why did they cross an immense
ocean, through numerous dangers, and every
year come ?"f

¢ The intercourse of foreign nations with the
Chinese,” says Holman, “is carried on Gnder

* Extract, China Consult. 7th Oct. 1830,—2d Appen-
dix to the 3d Report of the Select Committee of the House
of Commons, p. 457.

+ 2d Appendix to the 3d Report, &c. p. 427.
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have been inflicted, on pretences equally ab-
surd! The vaunting tone assumed by the
Chinese when speaking of the foreign trade,—
repeatedly asserting it to be a matter of utter
insignificance, —that ** the celestial empire
views them as really not of the importance of a
fibre or particle of dust,”* has been fearfully and
implicitly listened to, and credited by the East
India Company, and been ever present as a
bugbear at all their consultations at Leadenhall
Street, influencing them to repel all the indig-
nant expostulations of their representatives at
Canton, and sternly enjoin upon them the
necessity of * submission for the trade’s sake,”
—Ilest “ the interests of the Company's trade
should suffer!” Vain, short-sighted, and ruin:
ous policy! Not perceiving that the dreaded
cause of future mischief, was really only the ef-
fect of their own former, and continuing miscon-
duct and erroneous policy! Had they but paid
a just deference to the judgment of those whose
local opportunities and experience had qualified
them to form a sound judgment upon the matter,
they would, long—long ago, have learnt that—
¢ submission to insult has shewn the Chinese how
valuable is the trade, and they have acted accord-
ingly} in too many instances, in interrupting and
annoying it,—and hence, perhaps, has originated
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dread of not making moncy is that which alone in-
Suences them.”*

“ Tt will have been apparent,”says even Mr.
Auber, speaking of the year 1791— from the
detail already given, that the Chinese, instead
of relaxing in their conduct towards the Eng-
lish, since their first intercourse with Canton, in
consequence of the increased value of their
commerce, and the length of their connexion
with China, only inflicted additional imposi-
tions on the trade, and,—as the supercargoes
justly stated,—acted as if they ‘were aware that
the importance we attached to its continuance in-
duced us to submit to almost every kind of in-
dignity.”t

If such were the contemptuous opinion enter-
tained and expressed concerning us by the Chi-
nese in 1791,—the legitimate result of a series of
timorous submissions on our part,—how must we
reckon upon that opinion being now strengthen-
ed! During the long period of our intercourse,
how many have been the indignities we have
either tamely submitted to, or—far worse—
feebly and ineffectually resisted | —how many
unwise compromises have taken place —how
much of individual and national insult — what
an extent of injury to our commercial intérests





EPUB/image_0039_00.jpeg
THE BRITISH TRADE WITH CHINA. 23

lightly parted with. They will calculate, and
reasonably enough, upon a continuance of our
forbearance. They will make us feel, at every
point,—in every transaction, social and commer-
cial—our abject dependence upon their sove-
reign will and pleasure. OQur position was
fearful enough in 1780,—when the Company’s
Supercargaes thus wrote to the Directors:—
“ Foreigners are not here allowed the benefit of
the Chinese law, nor have they privileges in
common with the nation. They are governed
merely by such rules as the mandarins for the
time being declare to be their will; and the
reason why so few inconveniences happen, from
irregularities, is, that the officers of the Govern-
ment, on such occasions, rather choose to exact
money fram the security merchants, compra-
dors, &c. than use tigorous measures from which
they gain nothing. Their corruption, therefore,
is the foreigner’s security.” Again, on the 23d
February, 1815, the President of the Select
Committee at Canton thus writes to the Chair-
man of the Court of Directors:—* There is in
fact no charge, of whatever nature it may be,
whether of treason against the state, or a viola-
tion of the laws and regulations of the Empire,
that Chunqua may not procure to be alleged
against any member of the Committee; and
with the same facility, by means of the bamboo
or torture, any number of witnesses may be
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The two co-operating causes above generally
alluded to, have produced results of a most un-
fortunate description: and now,—at the very
moment when the British trade is placed upon
a new footing,—our merchants find themselves
in the most precarious and defenceless position
with reference not only to their commercial'in-
terests, but even their personal safety,—that was
ever yet witnessed in China. The Chinese
have indeed profited by their long experience,—
their successful practices upon our credulity
and imbecility ; and the advantages accruing to
them are of far too solid a description to be now

permitted to govern themselves by their own laws and regula-
tions; the custody of one of the gates of the city (Bishopsgate)
was committed to their care; and the duties on various sorts
of imported commodities were consigderably reduced in their
favour. In 1474, the King assigned to them in absolute pro-
perty, a large space of ground, with the buildings upon it, in
Thames-strect, now denominated the Steel-yard. It was fu-
ther stipulated, that they should not be subject to the judges
of the English Admiralty Court; also that the privileges
awarded to them should be published, as often as they judged
proper, in all the sea-port towns of England. These privileges
were not wholly abolished till the year 1597.—M¢Culloch's
Commercial Dictionary, p. 623.

In Turkey and some other countries characterized by an
imperfect state of civilization, such as then prevailed in Eng-
land, and still does in China, immunities nearly similar are
enjoyed by foreign traders even at the present day. The
Chinese alone seem to enjoy, as a monopoly, the undisputed
power of persecuting aml maltreating foreign merchants.
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every disadvantage which their ignorant pride
and vain confidence in their own resources, can
suggest. But the readiness with which they
yield to every strenuous opposition to their ex-
clusive measures, while it points out the weak-
ness of their character, affords a convincing
proof of the prejudicial consequence of too
pliant & submission to their jealous regulations.
Foreigners, whom they entitle Barbarians, are
invariably treated as inferiors; and the lowest
of the people are incited, by the language and
representations of their governors, to conduct
themselves with insolence, and even violence.”*
—One cannot help here pausing to notice how
noble a:contrast to this conduct bas been and is
still exhibited by the English nation! ‘“ Montes-
quieu,” says Blackstone, “remarks with a de-
gree of admiration, that the English have made
the proteetion of foreign merchants one of the
articles of their national liberties ; it being pro-
vided by Magna Charta, that all foreign mer-
chauts, unless publicly prohibited beforehand,
shall have safe conduct to depart from, to come
into, to tarry in, and to go through England for
the exercise of merchandize,—without any un-
reasonable imposts, except in time of war."{—
But to return—

* Holman’s Voy. and Trav. 245.
+ The merchauts of the Hanse towns, established in Lon-
don, enjoyed various privileges and immunities; they were





EPUB/image_0042_00.jpeg
76 PRESENT PGSITION AND PROSPECTS OF

On the 4th December, in the same year :—

“ From the experience and knowledge we
possess of the government, we are satisfied that
their conviction that their injustice will not be
submitted to, is the only security we can possess
for these attempts being discontinued.” *

Oa the 6th February, 1815:—

*Your honourable Committee will no doubt
appreciate the difficulties and anxieties that
must attend our differences and discussions with
this Government. We feel, however, that they
are unavoidable; for on our firmly resisting
their unjust attempts can we alone depend on
these attempts ceasing to be made.”t

In 1823 :—

* The frequent recurrence of our present diffi-
culties must be expected until some change
takes place in the footing upon which our inter-
course with the Chinese is carried on. The
contempt of foreigners, engendered and fostered
by the abusive terms in which they are spoken
of by the officers of Government, the want of
police regulations, and the defenceless state in
which we are placed, by the diffigulty of access
to the magistrates, leaves us exposed to assauits
of all descriptions: and if self-defence is not
received as a plea in cases of homicide, no in-

¥ Second Appendix, p. 524.
+ Sccond Appendix.
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ledge and long experience surely best qualified
them for dealing successfully with the Chinese,
and effectually serving our interests, are found
to be most strenuous and incessant in their re-
commendations of a firm and resolute tone and
bearing being assumed by this country, in resist-
ing similar demonstrations on the part of the
Chinese. Whatever may have been their in-
clinations and prepossessions previous to ac-
quiring a thorough knowledge of the subject,
they no sooner had an opportunity of acquiring
a practical insight into the character and con-
duct of the Chinese, than we find them earnestly
expostulating with the home authorities on
their constant inculcation of submission and
acquiescence. 1t may be instructive to detail a
few instances, out of a very great number, that
are on record.

On the 22d February, 1814, the Select Com-
mittee remark—

* Carrying on an extensive commerce, suffi-
cient to excite the rapacity of the officers of
Government, protected by no laws, but on the
contrary subject to such regulations as are made

* 50 vague and undefined, as to admit of any in-
terference or interpretation that a corrupt or
despotic government may be disposed to give
them,—our only hope of preventing the recur-
rence of these attacks is by a firm and decided
resistance.” *

Second Appendix, &c. p. 487.
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+ Extract Letter in the Secret Department, &c. 16th
Jan. 1815.—2d Append. &e. 528.

1 See particularly the bitter complaint of the Select Com-
mittee at Canton to the Directors, 18th November, 1816.
Second Appendix, &c. pp. 531—5.
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brought forward to attest the truth of the accu-
sation.”® In another communication, in the
same year, the Select Committee * offer further
melancholy proof of the total and entire absence
of truth, justice, or mercy from Chincse tri-
bunals : and where the undue influence of money
is applied, all chance of a fair trial ceases to the
unfortunate person accused.”t

If such were the state of matters in 1780 and
1815, when the potent influence of the East India
Company existed in its plenitude at Canton,
what may we not prepare to expect at the present
time, when the local influence of Great Britain
is withdrawn? Let those who are disposed to
answer such a question lightly, reflect upon the
disastrous issue of the mission of Lord Napier!

That our intercourse with China bas con-
tinued in a comparatively prosperous condition,
under the management of the East India Com-
pany, is attributable solely to the judgment and
firmness occasionally displayed by the resident
representatives of the Company: but it is truly
painful to observe the reception which the intel-
ligence of their conduct invariably met with at
Leadenhall Street.] They, whose local know-
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It is believed that the foregoing paragraph
contains a faithful statement of the general
principles upon which the policy of the East
India Company was based,—of the views now
entertained by those whose interests are iden-

Jtical with those of the late Company, and who
are actuated by feelings of hostility towards
those now prosecuting the trade upon the new
system. It is the object of the ensuing pages
to demonstrate shortly the fallacy of ali such
reasonings,—to appeal, in doing so, from the
ignorant-and prejudiced, to the liberal and intel-
ligent portion of the community; and guard
them against the artful misrepresentations pro-
pagated by bigotry and self-interest.

““As regards China,” observes Mr. Auber,
““we resort to a country in which we have not a
foot of ground, and where we are confined to
one port, at which our permanent residence is
doubtful. . ... The habits, manners, and cus-
toms are quite foreign to our own. Their laws
are also frequently violated by those who are
[appointed to be] their administrators and guar-

-dians; where their treatment of foreigners is
proverbially contemptuous; and in their com-
mercial dealings they have no scruple at impo-
sition, if circumstances favour the practice,
Such is the people with whom we seek to main-
tain an intercourse. .... China has rejected
every effort made by us, as well as by almost
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however absurd, however unreasonable, however
oppressive,—and be thankful! on the following
grounds: That the Chinese are a great, power-
ful, and peculiar people, with whom it is purely
optional to continue or refuse permission for us
to continue our intercourse, since they are not,
nor ever were, or will be, bound by any ¢reaty ;
that, in the absence of any treaty, the law of
nations prohibits any attempt to enforce our
supposed claims upon the Chinese; and that,
even were it otherwise, the Chinese having
never, as it were, entered into the society of
nations, rightly refuse to recognize the law of
nations ; that their peculiar character is such
as to render any attempt at coercive measures
both inhuman and abortive; and that, in short,
rather than abate an iota of their pretensiots
and usages, in consequence of a threatening
demonstration of foreign force, the Emperor of
China, to adopt the wild and chimerical sug-
gestion of Mr. Auber, ““following the alleged
example of one of his predecessors, when the
cultivation of cotton became the occasion of dis-
turbancesin his kingdom, of ordering the plant to be
destroyed, might deal inghe same mannerwith tea I”

* Auber, p. 402.—The growth of tea is chiefly confined
to hilly tracts not suited to the growth of corn.”—M* Culloch.

And yet a writer pretending to acquaintance with the sub-
ject, has gravely stated his apprehension lest the Chinese
should be induced, by our refractoriness, to convert their fea
plantations into rice fields !
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On the 15th December, in the same year :—

““We cannot avoid remarking, that the pro-
ceedings of last year appear to have made a
considerable impression; cand it must be ad-
mitted, as repeatedly demonstrated in the his-
tory of our intercourse with this country, that a
firm opposition to the encroachments of the
government generally, produces a favourable
inclination towards us, after the subjects in dis-
pute are terminated.”*

In 1831 :—

“The existence of a powerful and influential
body in your representatives in this country, has
opposed the only check to the evils and embar-
rassments to which foreign commerce is con-
tinually exposed. We believe that no effectual
remedy will be found for them, until it suit the
purposes or policy of Great Britain to assume, in
its turn, the attitude of dictation, which would
readily demonstrate the weakness of this Govern-
ment.”t

Truly, indeed, did the Select Committee ob-
serve, in their despatch of the 28th January,
1830:— That the more important, the more
valuable are the integests at stake, the more do
they require the protection of firmness, .on
which our hopes of their security for the future

¢ Second Appendix, p. 444—5.
1 Auber, p. 336.
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dividual can, for one instant, be considered
safe.”* g

On the 18th November, 1828:—

¢ After a mature deliberation upon the griev-
ances, which we have detailed in the preceding
paragraph, we came to a determination, that it
was incumbent upon us to meet them by a strong
remonstrance, calculated to put a stop to further
aggression : experience having proved, that no-
thing can be expected to be obtained from the
Chinese by concession; which only becomes
an inducement to attempt further invasion of
privileges.”f

On the 23d October, 1830 :—

*“The Chinese authorities have doubtless
been encouraged in their demands by the two
instances of successful intimidation above re-
lated: and were the slightest disposition of
concession evinced by us at the present moment,
it cannot be doubted that they would be em-
boldened to proceed to fresh acts of aggression.”
—“We therefore came to the determination
that firm and deliberate resistance to the line of
conduct followed by the government, afforded the
only hope of avoiding a segies of indignities and
insults, as well as of establishing the security of
person so essential to the conductof the trade.”{

* Auber, p. 207,
+ Second Appendis, &e. p. 576.
¢ Second Appendix, &e. p. 442.





EPUB/image_0049_00.jpeg
THE BRITISH TRADE WITH CHINA. 33

sands of persons, the subjects of a great and in-
dependent nation : whether from 2li this is not to
be implied a tacit agreement on the part of the
Chinese, to carry on trade with us on equitable
principles ; such an one, in short, as, if broken,
-will warrant us in compelling au observance of
good faith; of that ** customary law which,
from motives of convenience, has by tacit but
implied agrcement, prevailed, not generally in-
deed, among all nations, nor with so paramount
utility as to become a portion of universal volun-
tary law; but enough to have acquired a prescrip-
tive obligation amongst certain states, so situated
as to be mutually benefited by it.”*

But, it is said, the Emperor of China has an
unquéstionable right to permit or refuse us in-
tercourse with his dominions; to impose such
conditions as he may think fit; and that where no
treaty exists, nothing prevents him from, at any
time he pleases, withdrawing, restraining, or
modifying such permission.t Such observations
as these are, it is conceived, quite beside the
real question now in dispute: which is, not
what were the original rights of China, as an
independent nation,— what she might have
done, or refused to do, in the first instance;
but, what are the rights of China, now; whether
her own acts have not restricted and limited
those rights, and imposed upon her certain obli-
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every other European state, to form a commer-
cial intercourse with her, upon those principles
which govern commercial relations with other
countries.” *

So speaks the late Secretary of the East
India Company ; and his observations are in-
c‘ohtestibly correct, except the last, which is
only partially so. It may be readily admitted,
as an abstract proposition, that however unrea-
sonable and faithless they may be, no attempt
could be justifiable to gain by force a settle-
ment in their territory. It has become, how-
ever, a matter very important to ascertain, how
far the Chinese are bound, by their conduct
during a long series of years, while in the course
of reaping the benefits of a commerdial inter-
course, which they themselves have uniformly
sanctioned by acquiescence, and even invited,
as will be presently shewn, by professions of
good will, and readiness to carry on trade with
us, on the faith of which we have been induced
to enter into vast speculations, to construct a
system of commercial dealings on a very expen-
sive and permanent scale, for the supply to this
country of an article of indispensable use to our
popuiation, and an almost indispensable source of
revenue to our Government; involving the for-
tunes, and even livelihoods, of hundreds of thou-

* Auber, pp. 38-9.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue author of the ensuing pages has been
engaged in active commercial pursuits at
Canton for the last seventeen years.

" He has spared no pains (o present a faithful
and popular view of that most important sub-
ject, the British trade with China. For this
purpose he bas mot only referred to every
source of authentic information, but has been
cnabled to avail himself of the assistance of
a distinguished friend particularly conversant
with the subject of international law.

He lnaé.occésiunally adopted the felicitous
language of his admirable friend Mr. Holman,
to the accuracy of whose observations he is
glad to have this opportunity of bearing testi-
mO\]y.

9, Hanover Street, Hanover Square,
February. 1836.
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mity of the empire, fifteen hundred miles from
the capital; and in the pursuit of their com-
mercial avocations at that place, forcigners are
constantly exposed to the most ignominious
surveillance and restrictions.

Studiously and obstinatcly presenting this
repulsive aspect, discouraging all attempts to
become acquainted with her national character,
it is not to be wondcred at that distant nations,
if cver their curiosity had been excited con-
cerning China, suffered it at length to die away
into a feeling of contemptuous indifference : and
China, its position, customs, and inhabitants,
came, at length, to be spoken of much in the
same spirit as one would speculate concerning
the suppositious tenants of the moon. It was
reserved, however, for those *“ princes of the
carth”—the MERCHANTS—to overcome these
feelings of indifference or repugnance. A spirit
of noble and persevering cnterprise led them to
dare all dangers, to despise all difficulties. They
soon perceived how vast a field China afforded
for commerce, even under the most discouraging
circumstances ; and after many ycars of per-
severing struggle, they succeeded in opening a
communication between Europe and China,
which has led to an annual interchange of
millions of capital. The history of the British
intercourse with China during a period of
nearly two centuries, is indeed an unparalieled

B2
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their principal maxims,” observes Mr. Auber,
““and one which they believe contributes most
to good government, not to suffer foreigners to
settle in the empire: for besides their contempt
for other nations, whom they look upon as bar-
barous, they are persuaded that a difference of
people would introduce among them a diversity
of manner and customs, which, by little and
little, would bring on personal quarrels, and
these would end in parties, and proceed to rebel-
lions, fatal to the tranquillity of their empire.”*
These notions are carried to a surprising extent.
They permit to Europeans no intercourse but of
a commercial character, and that only of the
scantiest and most ungracious description,—re-
stricted to the verest outposts and confines of
the empire. ** Foreign trade reccives no sup-
port from the government; it is barely tolerated :
for it is always at variance with that jealous
policy which draws a line of perpetual de-
markation between China and the rest of the
wotld.”t On no earthly consideration will they
permit a * barbarian” footstep to transgress the
Timits of Canton, almost the southernmost extre-

* Auber on British and Foreign Intercourse with China, p. 56.

+ Encyclop. Metropolit, part xiii.—See, however, the
Second Appendix to the Third Report of the Select Com-.
mittee of the House of Commons on the Affairs of the East
India Company, p. 527.
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It has pleased Providence to assign to the
Chinese,—a people characterised by a marvel-
lous degree of imbecility, avarice, conceit, and
obstinacy,—the possession of a vast portion of
the most desirable parts of the earth, and a
population estimated as amounting to nearly a
third of the whole human racc. It has been the
policy of this extraordinary people, to shroud
themselves, and all belonging to them, in mys-
tery impenctrable,—to monopolize all the ad-
vantages of their situation. They consequently
exhibit a spirit of crclusiveness on a grand
scale. TFrom what this has resulted,—whether
from conceit, or selfishness, or from a con-
sciousness that the ancient but feeble frame-
work of their political system cannot bear the
rude concussions of modern times,—the too near
inspection of inquisitive and ambitious fellow-
nations, it matters not here to inquire. Such
1s the fact; and the result is that China remains,
at this moment, “ a boundless ficld of indefinite
curiosity and vague speculation.” It is one of
B
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one, It is fraught with instruction, and now
is the auspicious moment for turning it to
account.

It is melancholy, but no ways surprising, to
reflect upon the extent to which ignorance and
misapprehension as to the nature of our com-
mercial intercourse with China prevail in this
country. The reason above assigned will, in
some measure, account for it; especially when
added to a consideration of the disheartening
difficulties attending the attempt to acquire a
knowledge of the Chinese language; the pro-
digious distance of China ; the cxclusively mer-
cantile character of our intercourse, (naturally
destitute of interesting and stirring topics)-—and
that, too, hitherto committed to the exclusive
keeping of the East India Company; who never
manifested any particular readiness to admit
the public to a knowledge of the mysteries of
Leadenhall-street, but, on the contrary, rather
acquiesced in, and encouraged the notion of the
unprepossessing nature of such inquiries. It
may be safely asserted that four-fifths of our
fellow-countrymen know, or care to know, little
more about our relations with China, than that
the delightful beverage * which cheers but not
inebriates,” and a few articles of ornamental
dress and curious earthenware annually find
their way hither from that mysterious and re-
mote region. They trouble not themselves to
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at the same time, abruptly and ruinously sus-
pended for upwards of a month; that our sove-
reign and his people, in short, were treated with
such disdain, and visited with such injuries, as
they have never hitherto experienced, or chosen
to endure. These latter topics certainly excited,
from their singularity and the suddenness of
their communication, a few days’ notice; they
then disappeared from the daily journals, and
all seems now utterly forgotten,—as though the
gravest questions of commercial intercst, and
cven of the national honour, had not been inti-
mately involved in, if not compromised by them!
The abolition of the East India Company’s char-
ter,—a great political measure,—pregnant as it
was with prodigious consequences, made a cer-
tain stir while under parliamentary discussion ;
the national spirit seemed kindled for a moment
against so unjust a monopoly as that enjoyed by
the company in ¢uestion. It disappeared,—the
public was satisficd, and its attention and encrgies
were forthwith directed to fresh objects. How
the breaking up of the old, and the introduction
of the new system of commercial intercourse,
would be received in China—nhow it would work,
—whether any and what further alterations
would be rendered necessary, are questions that
seem by tacit and universal consent to have
been left to the few individuals who from inte-
rest or inclination concern themselves with the
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inquire or think about the intense anxieties,
sufferings, and dangers of their enterprising
fellow-countrymen, by whose means these arti-
cles are transmitted; they feel little or no
interest in being told that some of the most
respectable of their fellow-countrymen are daily
subjected to injurics and insults not merely of
a harassing, but even of a horrible descrip-
tion,* while in the prosecation of honourable
and responsible undertakings; that the vast
and lucrative trade betwcen Great Britain and
China, with all its extensive dependencies both at
home and abroad, is liable to be, and frequently
has been, suspended on the most frivolous and
ridiculous pretences that could be devised by
the capricious and unprincipled local autho-
vities of Canton; that the British nation
and its sovereign, are constantly and openly
characterised by the Chinese in their official
cdicts in the grossest terms of contempt and
dishonour ; that our unoﬂ'endi;lg representative,
Lord Napier, who travelled to China at the
instance of the Chinese government itself, no
sooner reached the Canton river, than he
encountered such indignities and injuries as
speedily destroyed him—the whole trade being

* ¥ See Lhe atrocious « proclamation aguinst the Hong mer-
chants conniving at and abetting vice in forcigners,” issued
annually by the Governor und Hoppo.
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question,—of the all but irresponsible authority
of the unprincipled local authorities at Canton,
and the impossibility of appealing from them, or
gaining any kind of access to the Court at Pe-
kin,—of the far-sighted cunning and inflexible
pertinacity of the Chinese character,—we flung
ourselves, as it were, bound hand and foot into
their power. In vain have we from that period
to the present, reiterated our complaints, as im-
position and insult assumed new and more galling
features. We have been either trifled with by
delusive promises, or repulsed with mockery
and threats of an aggravation of our injuries,
In answer to our feeble complaints, they shake
their heads, and coolly remark,—* If the fo-
reiguers dislike our restrictions,* as difficult to
be endured, it is perfectly competent to them
not to take the trouble to come so great a dis-
tance!™  Again, the Hoppo in 183}1:1 ¢ Lately,
the English merchants have presented a petition
stating that the whole scope of the regulations
is at variance with the requisitions of justice—
thus whining, disputing, and contradicting, and
also requesting to appeal to the Emperor, not to
permit their being put in practice. This is ex-
treme insolence and opposition. If the said pri-
vate merchants rcally regard their property,
they ought indeed to trade on as usual: but if

Auber, 332. + Auber, 356-7.





EPUB/image_0026_00.jpeg
10 PRESENT POSITION AND PROSPECTS OF

to resort: and thus we lost the only mode we
had of holding the Canton authorities in check—
our only rod in terrorem over them, namely, the
threat—always effectual, of removing our trade
to such other ports! One circumstance will
suffice to show the nature of the powers we
have lost. In the year 1721, the officers of the
Honourable Company’s Ship, Cadogan, while
quietly walking in the street at Canton, were
seized by one of the Canton authorities, on ac-
count of the accidental death of the Hoppos
officer. “ A strong representation was made
by the supercargoes to the Hoppo. They stated
that unless immediate redress was afforded,
they should recommend the Company to re-
move their commercial dealings from Canton to
some other port. The determination evinced by
the supercargoes, and the apprchension of the
local authorities that they might lose the trade,
produced a good cffect. The maodarin who
committed the affront was degraded from his
office, and a promise was given that he should
be bambooed, and rendered incapable of again
serving the Emperor.”* From the moment of
taking this false step, may be dated the com-
mencement of a long series of intolerable op-
pression and insult. Ignorant of the obvious
consequences of the ill-advised measure in,

Auber, pp. 155-6.
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easily and at the same time thoroughly under-
stood, it has been thought advisable to give a
short and popular sketch of the present position
and prospects of Anglo-Chinese affairs,—the
sources of the existing evils, and the means by
which they may be remedied, and the trade,
so important in every point of view to this coun-
try, placed on a permanent and advantageous
footing.

However skilful and successful may have
been deemed, in some respects, the East India
Company’s long administration of Chinese com-
mercial affairs, it is impossible for any one to
peruse with attention the authentic records of
their proceedings, without perceiving that their
policy, even if not altogether based upon funda-
mental errors, has exhibited many features of
a most short-sighted and mischievous character;
that the ill effects of many of their measures ex-
ist at this momeat, and oppose most formidable
barriers to the progress of their successors. It
may be questionable whether the East India
Company, in their anxiety to secure their com-
mercial interests, have not, for a long series of
years, made sacrifices that were inconsistent not
only with the honour of the British nation, but
with its permanent interests, even in a commer-
cial point of view. It is very grievous and,
humiliating to reflect that our present degra-
dation in the eyes of China, and the ruinous
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subject. This great and decisive measure,
highly beneficial as its consequences are calcu-
lated to prove to our commercial intercourse
with China, has nevertheless been attended
with effects, some of them, perhaps, not wholly
unforeseen, and some of them unexpectedly
unfortunate ; such as imperiously call upon the
government for a prompt interference,—a vigo-
rous superintendence in reconstructing the sys-
tem of our commercial intercourse with China.
With the government, indeed, it rests at this
moment to say, in effect, whether the DBritish
trade with China shall any longer continue;
whether our merchants shall be enabled to
carry it on any longer, either with safety and
honour to themselves, or their country. It has
wisely thought fit to substitute individual for
corporate enterprise in trading to China. Surely,
then, it is called upon not to desert the new
system in its birth, but to protect and foster it
to compensate for the withdrawal of that *local
habitation and a name,”—that local influence
and power which have hitherto (however imper-
fectly) sheltered and protected our interests in
China,—by such demonstrations as shall con-
vince the people of that country, that our indivi-
dual not less than our corporate traders, enjoy
o the full countenance and support of the British
government.
That' this vitally-important subject may be
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advantages which it has yielded have induced
us to exert every endeavour to secure its con-
tinuance.* The preservation of the national
honour, is in the hands of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment; and it must be for the King’s Ministers
alone to take the responsibility of deciding upon
the adoption of extreme measures for vindicating
that honour, if insulted. These measures, if re-
sorted to, will most materially affect the valuable
intercsts at present dependent upon a peaceful
prosecution of our intercourse with China.” Is
it not clear from the spirit and tone of this dis-
patch, and many similar ones,-—enjoining *“ en~
durance” for ““commerce’ sake” up to the point
of ** some wrgent and imperious necessity,”—that it
amounted to a virtual and practical prohibition
of remonstrance or resistance, on any ground?
Isit likely that in the face of such dispatches the
Select Committee would have ventured to incur
such immense responsibilities as those shadowed
out by the Directors? Surely the concluding
paragraph is, in every sense, an unworthy one!
How vague and cold the allusion to the province
of “ His Majesty’s Government”—and even tkeir
interference in vindication of the national ho-
nour, represented as “ most materially affecting
the valuable interests of trade!” Can there be
a more artful or effectual way of conveying,
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which vigorous and decisive measures had been
attended with complete success,—how did the
Court receive them, and reply? At one time
by a peremptory mandate for the dismissal and
return home of the spirited Select Committee ;
at another by rebuking their intolerance of in-
sult and injury,—invariably, by the recommenda-
tion of “ mild and pacific measures, demeanor,
and conduct:” and all this on the plea of the ca-
pital importance of preserving our trade. They
were sternly reminded that “ our intercourse
with-China was exclusively of a commercial cha-
racter”—and, in cffect, that we ought therefore
not to resent treatment otherwise inconsistent
with the national honour. In January 1832, for
instance, the Directors, writing to the Select
Conmmittee, in consequence of their representa-~
tions of many very serious transactions, vitally af-
fecting the honour and intercsts of this country,
observe—

‘ The commerce between Great Britain and
China is too import:mt'to be put to hazard with-
out the most urgent and imperious necessity,
and on no account, upon considerations of a
personal nature. It is of cssential moment to
the Indian as well as to the home revenues,
both as regards the State and the East India
Company, as well as in the regular supply to
the British public of an article of general con-
sumption. We sought that trade originally: the
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they dislike the restraints imposed by the orders
of Government, and consider their own private
affairs to be disadvantageous, they may entirely
withdraw from the trade, and not trouble them-
selves to come from a great distance, through
many countries of different languages.”—The
tone and spirit of these recent edicts, are worthy
of particular notice.

Another fatal and fundamental error discover-
able in the administration of the East India
Company, has been its uniform,—its anxiously
pacific and submissive policy towards, the
Chinese. In their excessive cagerness to se-
cure their trade, they have been led, from time
to time, into making the most humiliating and
dangerous concessions, acquiescing in preten-
sions on the part of the Chinese which were alike
inconsistent with individual and national honour:
the natural conscquence of which was to place
themselves in an abject and degraded position,
in the eyes of the Chinese, which could not
do otherwise than invite additional insult and
exaction. When the Court of Directors have
been pressed by their Canton representatives,
whose dispatches constantly detailed the inflic-
tion of the grossest insults and impositions, and
contained vehement expostulations on account
of their dogged adherence to an acquiescent and
submissive line of policy, —cogently represent-
ing, at the same time, the numerous instances in
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