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PREFACE.

—.

1IN this book, which is intended for the Fifth Standard, the events
of English History from the Reformation onwards to the present
time, have been treated in as full a manner as space and the in-
telligence of the children would permit. The endeavour has been
to state facts as impartially as possible, and this cannot but lead to
some baldness in the narrative. Allusion to burning questions
and living statesmen has been as much as possible avoided ; and
in the choice of poetry, the pieces breathing very strongly of par-
tisanship have not been selected, but chiefly those which cannot
but carry along with them general consent. The extracts from the
Rape of the Lock and from Retaliation have been taken as illustra-
tions of manners, and as giving specimens from the poets named in

the text.
Frequent reference throughout children’s school life should be

made to the genealogical tables, and the lists of battles and events.
Also the pupils should be exercised in answering the questions vivd
voce as in writing. For this purpose the lists of Persons, Places, and
Dates at the ends of the lessons wi'l be found very serviceable.
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ENGLISH HISTORY READING BOOKS

PART 1V.

ENGLISH MODERN HISTORY.

I. HENRY VII

1. THE reign of Henry VII brought peace to the
English, who were wearied out with the long wars of
York and Lancaster. The two lines were joined
together when Henry, the descendant of John of
Gaunt, married Elizabeth, the daughter of Ed-
ward IV. A rose, both red and white, was therefore
taken as the badge of the Tudor family.

2. All the Lancastrian nobles who had been in
hiding, and in great poverty, came forth once more.
Among them was the son of that Lord Clifford who
had killed the young Earl of Rutland. His mother
had sent him to a shepherd in Westmoreland, and he
had been bred up to tend the sheep, never knowing
his high birth, till he was brought to his own castle,
and restored to his place and rank. He was a good
and wise man, and e Slkepherd Lovd, as he was
called, was much loved.

3. Margaret, Duchess of Burgumdy, the sisket
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of Edward IV, hated Henry VII, and o) dxd
other friends of the House of York. The son of
her brother George, Duke of Clarence, was weak in
mind, and had always been kept shut up, though he
bore the title of Earl of Warwick, which he had
inherited from his grandfather, the King-maker.
Everyone was surprised to hear a report that this
young Earl was in Ireland, with an army, claiming
to have his lands given to him.

4. King Henry made the real Earl ride through
London that everyone might see him ; but Duchess
Margaret sent the false one both men and money.
The man then landed in England, but he was soon
overcome and made prisoner. He confessed that
his name was Lambert Simnel, and that he was
the son of a baker, who had been trained by an
ambitious priest to act the part of the Earl of
Warwick. Henry forgave him and made him a
scullion in the royal kitchen.

5. In the year 1491, another young man ap-
peared. He called himself Rickard, Duke of York,
the younger of the two princes who had disappeared
in the Tower. The Duchess of Burgundy treated
him as her nephew, and the Kings of France.and
Scotland appeared to believe in hisclaim. Indeed
the young Scottish King, James IV,, raised an army
and came with him to England to help him to gain
the crown.

6. However, the young man did not shew himself

&rave, nor act like a prince, and James soon gave up
4is cause, made a treaty with England, and pro-
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mised to marry Henry’s daughter Margaret.
Before long, the supposed Duke was deserted by all
who had joined him, and was taken by the King.
He was forced to confess publicly, in London, that
he was a young Fleming, named Perkin Warbeck,
and he was then shut up in the Tower of London.

7. There he met the Earl of Warwick, and
the two young men became friends. Perkin per-
suaded the Earl to join him in trying to make their
escape, but their plans were found out, and they
were both tried and put to death, though the
poor young Earl had been kept in captivity all his
life, and had never done harm to any one.

8. The real cause of this cruel and unjust act
was that King Henry wished to marry his eldest
son, Arthur, Prince of Wales, to Katharine of
Aragon, the daughter of the King and Queen of
Spain, and he had found that her father did not
believe that the house of Tudor could be safe upon
the throne so long as any male of the family of
Plantagenet survived. After the death of the Earl
of Warwick, Katharine was brought to England
and the wedding took place, but while the Prince
and Princess were still children, Arthur died. The
King then wished to give Katharine to his next
son, Henry, but as this would have been against the
Canon! or rule of the Church, it could not be done
without a dispensation 2 from the Pope.

1 Canon, a rule of the church. )
% Dispensation, permission granted by the Rope ‘o Snsdoey >
rule of the church.
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9. The reign of Henry VII. was a time of rest,

and of preparing for great changes. Most of the
great nobles had suffered terribly in the Wars of the
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Roses, and the families who remained were not
nearly so strong or so rich as before. Henry would
not let any noble keep great bands of armed gentle-
men and servants in his service, and heavily fined
or imprisoned whoever attempted to do so. He
had two judges, named Dudley and Empgson, who
were much hated for carrying out all the hard
unjust things he chose to have done. Thus the
Crown grew more powerful, and the tradespcople
and the peasants began to prosper, while the power
of the nobles decayed.

10. The abbeys and monasteries had been much
damaged also by the war. Soldiers had been
quartered on them, sometimes robbing them, and
often teaching the monks their lawless ungodly
ways. Learning was not so much the fashion in
abbeysasithad been; theabbotswere often likegreat
farmers, and in the lesser houses there was much dis-
order. The chief places for study were the schools
and colleges, especially at Oxford and Cambridge,
where many fresh colleges were founded. Scholars
there were studying the New Testament in Greek,
and looking deeply into the Bible, and, as printing
was becoming more common, it was much easier to
spread knowledge abroad.

11. Henry VII. was a grasping covetous man,
but he added to Westminster Abbey a most beau-
tiful chapel which bears his name. He was there
buried, when he died of an ague in 1509, leaving,
three children, namely Henry, Margaret, 0t

James 1V. of Scotland, and Mexy.
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—

ZLersons : Elizabeth, daughter of Edward IV.—Margaret,
Duchess of Burgundy—The Earl of Warwick—Katharine of
Aragon.

Dates: Accession of Henry VII., 1485—Perkin Warbeck's
Rebellion, 1491— Death of Henry VII., 1509,

II. YOUTH OF HENRY VIIIL

1. HENRY VIII. was a fine young man of
eighteen years old when he came to the throne in
1509. He was tall, well made, skilful in all manly
exercises, and well trained in scholarship ; for whilst
his elder brother was alive, there had been some idea
of bringing him up to a clerical life and making him
Archbishop of Canterbury. All England admired
him and was proud of him, and he had such a
frank, hearty, good-natured manner that he kept
that love of the people all his life, in spite of many
deeds that ought to have forfeited it.

2. As a boy, he had been at first unwilling to
marry his brother Arthur’s espoused wife, Katharine
of Aragon, as she was older than himself; but she
was a noble and gracious lady, and as he grew up,
he began to love her, so that he married her soon
after his father’s death. They had one daughter,
who was named Mary, but all their other infants
died as soon as they were born.

3. Everything else went well with Henry. The
kingdom was richer and more powerful than it had
been since the time of Henry V., and the people of
2)) ranks were more prosperous. Learning was

Hourishing at the universities, and there were two
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at least of the young men who were trained at Ox-
ford, who were making a good use of their studies.

4. John Colet, who was Dean of St. Paul’s, was
a great preacher and explainer of the Scriptures,
and founded the school of St. Paul’'s. He caused
a new and easier Latin grammar to be drawn up
for his scholars, and tried to make the masters
understand that their pupils would learn better
if they were gently treated, instead of being always
beaten and ill used, according to the usual fashion
of the time in dealing with schoolboys.

5. Another of these Oxford scholars was
Thomas More. It was no longer the custom that
all lawyers should be clergy, and More was the
son of a judge, and was bred to the law. He had
a house and beautiful garden at Chelsea, where he
caused his son and daughters to be educated in all
the learning of the time. It was the resort of all
the best and ablest people of the time, and Sir
Thomas More himself was full of wit and drollery.
King Henry himself would often come to see him,
and walk about the garden paths with an arm
round his neck.

6. The King’s chief adviser was Thomas Wolsey,
who is said to have been the son of a butcher, but
who had such talents as a statesman that he rose
in the world so as to hold all sorts of dignities.
He was Archbishop of York and Bishop of Win-
chester, and the Pope made him a Cardinal, and
likewise Legate, that is, the Popes spedial yepee-

sentative in the kingdom. Fle had wished tot AANCY
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last appointment, partly that he might have
authority to reform many of the evils that had
arisen in the English Church ; but hewas tooworldly
and ambitious to do much good in that way. No-
body had somany retainers,! or fed and clothed them
so magnificently as the Cardinal, and the splendour
in which he lived was the wonder of everyone.

7. Wolsey much wished to become Pope, and
he thought he should gain influence by making his
master interfere in the affairs of Italy, where the
Kings of France and Spain had long been at war.
A league was formed against King Louis XII,
of France by the reigning Pope, Julius IIL., who was
to raise the Italians against him, while Henry VIII.
and his father-in-law, Ferdinand of Spain, attacked
France in two places, Henry being led to hope
that he should regain Bordeaux and all that had
been lost in the time of Henry VI.

8. In 1513 Henry himself, with a splendid
army, landed at Calais, and laid siege to the city
of Terouenne. The French army mect him at
Guingate; and he gained a victory, which the
English called the Battle of the Spurs, because
their cnemies galloped away so fast. Terouenne
soon surrendered, and he then besieged Zournay.

9. The French King and Queen thought that
the best way to free themselves from Henry would
be to stir up the Scots to give him trouble at home.
So the Queen sent James IV. a turquoise ring and
a glove, with a charge that he should break a

! Retainers, attendants, servants.
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lance'in England for her sake. James called up all
his bravest men, much against the advice of his wise
old lords, and marched in great force across the
Border. Queen Katharine called on all the brave
nobles who had been left at home to defend the
country. She did not lead them herself, but put
them under the command of the Earl of Surrey,
and at Flodden Field there was a terrible battle,
in which the Scots were utterly routed, and their
King slain, though it was long before they would
believe that they should never see him again.

10. Henry soon found that the Spanish King
was playing him false, and using the English for
his own ends, not to win back Bordeaux. Henry
was displeased with all his feigned allics, who had
broken their word to him several times, and he
therefore listened when Louis of France begged
for peace. Louis had lately lost his wife, and he now
asked in marriage Henry's beautiful young sister
Mary. The wedding took place, but the bride-
groom was in bad health and the festivities were
tco much for him; he died in 1514, in the sixth
week of his marriage ; and before the young widow
could be fetched home she secretly married an
English gentleman, named Clarles Brandon. She
told her brother that she had married once to
please him, now she would please herself. Henry
forgave her, and made Brandon, Duke of Suffolk.
King Ferdinand died soon after, and his grandson
Charles succeeded him.

! Break a lance, moke Wex.
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Persons : Mary, daughter of Henry VIII.—Mary, sister to
Henry VIII.—Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk—John Colet
—Thomas More—Thomas Wolsey.

Dates : Accession of Henry VIII., 1509—Battles of Spurs
and Flodden Field, 1513.

[WOLSEY’S TOWER, A REMNANT OF WOLSEY'S PALACE
AT ESHER.]

1II. THE BATTLE OF FLODDEN.

FroM the sharp ridges of the hill,
All downward to the banks of Till,}!

3 Till.—James IV, had his army posted on a hill called Flodden
Edge. He lost his advantage by letting Lord Surrey cross the river
Till unattacked, so as to get between him and Scotland. Then he
charged down the hill. His horsemen gained some advantage at
first, but they pursued the English force whom they had defeated too

" far. Meantime, the Highlanders were broken by Lord Stanley, who
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Was wreathed in sable smoke.
Volumed! and vast and rolling far,
The cloud envelop’d Scotland’s war,

As down the hill they broke;
Nor martial shout, nor minstrel tone,
Announced their march ; their tread alone,

- At times one warning trumpet blown,

At times a stifled hum,
-Told England, from his mountam-throne
King James did rushing come.—
Scarce can they hear or see their foes,
Until at weapon-point they close.— -
They close, in clouds of smoke and dust,
With sword sway, and with lance’s thrust ;
And such a yell was there,
Of sudden and portentous? birth,
As if men fought upon the earth,

And fiends in upper air.
Oh! life and death were in the shout,
Recoil?® and rally,* charge and rout,

And triumph and despair.

Wide raged the battle on the plain;
Spears shook and falchions® flashed amain ;
Fell England’s arrow flight like rain;

then came to the help of the main body of the English, and this
charge decided the victory, though the remnant of the Scots stood
manfully till night closed the scene.

! Volumed, in large rolling clouds.

* Portentous, full of wonder. % Recol, giving badk,
* Rally, recovering and going forward. * Falchions, SROWSA
H. 1IV. B :

L)



18 REIGN OF HENRY VIIIL.

Crests rose, and stooped, and rose again,
Far on the left, unseen the while,

Stanley broke Lennox and Argyle,
Though there the western mountaineer
Rushed with bare bosom on the spear,

And flung the feeble targe! aside,

And with both hands the broadsword plied :
*Twas vain :—but fortune, on the right,
With fickle smile cheered Scotland’s fight.

Let Stanley charge with spur of fire,
With Chester charge, and Lancashire,
Full upon Scotland’s central host,

Or victory and England’s lost.

By this, though deep the evening fell,
Still rose the battle’s deadly swell,

For still the Scots, around their king,
Unbroken, fought in desperate ring. -
Where’s now their victor vanward? wing,
Where Huntly, and where Home ?

Oh, for a blast of that dread horn,?

On Fontarabian echoes borne, -

That to King Charles did come,
‘When Rowland brave, and Olivier,
And every Paladin and peer,

On Roncesvalles died !

! Targe, shield. 2 Vanward, forward.
* Horn.—Alluding to the story of a defeat of the rear of the army
of Charles the Great in the pass of Roncesvalles in the valley of Fon-
farabia, when a blast of the horn of Count Roland was said to have
been heard a great way off,
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Such blast might warn them, not in vain, .
To quit the plunder of the slain,
And turn the doubtful day again,
While yet on Flodden side
Afar,the Royal Standard flies,
And round it toils, and bleeds, and dies,
Our Caledonian pride!

The English shafts in volleys hail'd,

In headlong charge their horse assailed ;

Front, flank, and rear, the squadrons sweep

To break the Scottish circle deep,
That fought around their King.

But yet, though thick the shafts as snow,

Though charging knights like whirlwinds go,

Though bill-men ply the ghastly blow,
Unbroken was the ring;

The stubborn spearmen still made good

Their dark impenetrable wood,

Each stepping where his comrade stood,
The instant that he fell.

No thought was there of dastard ! flight ;

Groom fought like noble, squire like knight,
As fearlessly and well ;

Till utter darkness closed her wing

O’er their thin host and wounded king.

Then skilful Surrey’s sage commands

Led back from strife his shattered bands;
And from the charge they drew,

As mountain-waves, from wasted lands,
Sweep back to ocean blue.

! Dastard, coward.
B2
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Then did their loss his foemen know ;
Their King, their lords, their mightiest, low,
They melted from the fields as snow,
When streams are swoll'n and south winds
blow,
Dissolves in silent dew.
Tweed’s echoes heard the ceaseless plash,
While many a broken band,
Disordered, through her currents dash,
To gain the Scottish land ;
To town and tower, to down and dale,
To tell red Flodden’s dismal tale,
And raise the universal wail.
Tradition, legend, tune, and song,
Shall many an age that wail prolong:
Still from the sire the son shall hear
Of the stern strife and carnage drear,
Of Flodden’s fatal field,
Where shivered was fair Scotland’s spear,
And broken was her shield!

From ScoTT's Marmion.

IV. THE ROYAL SUPREMACY.

1. THE new King of France, Francis I, was a
vain ambitious man, and when the Emperor of Ger-
many died, he endeavoured to get himself chosen in

his place.  'When Charles, the young King of Spain,
was elected, Francis was greatly angered,and sought
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[HENRY LANDING AT CALAIS.\
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to ally himself with Henry VIIL, and begin
again all the old quarrels between France and
Spain.

2. Henry and TFrancis agreed to have a great
meeting on the plain of 4rdres near Calais in 1520,
Never before were such splendours seen, and the
meeting was called the Field of the Cloth of Gold. The
tents that the nobles and knights slept in were of
velvet and silk, embroidered with gold and silver,
and a sham castle of wood was set up, adorned as
richly as possible, and with halls full of fine carpets,
and hangings of silver and gold. The dresses were so
magnificent that many of the gentlemen were said
to carry a whole year's income on their backs.
There were shows and tournaments,! and the two
Kings jousted ? and played and wrestled together
like two boys, but all this show and expense was
in vain, for Henry really cared much more for his
wife’s nephew, the Emperor Charles, than for
Francis, and Wolsey thought there was a chance
of Charles’s helping him to become Pope.

3. However, the Pope died, and Wolsey was not
chosen in hisstead. Theseweretroubloustimesinthe
Church ; for a German monk named Martin Luther
had begun to show the people that much of their
belief and practice was mistaken. On some points
he was right, on others in error, but Henry was
greatly displeased with his teaching, and wroté“a
book against it. This pleased the Pope so much

! Tournaments, mock fights. .
* Jousted, engaged in mock fights on horseadks
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that in 1521 he gave the title of Fide: Defensor,
which means ‘the Faith’s Defender,’ to the English
Kings, and they have borne it ever since. The
letters F.D. on the coins stand for Fidei Defensor.

4. The better days of Henry VIII. were nearly
ended. People became uneasy because he had no
son to succeed him, and the Duke of Buckingham,
who was descended from Edward III, was so
foolish as to consult fortune-tellers as to who should
reign next. The King and his Parliament con-
sidered that this proved Buckingham to be intending
to try to gain the crown. The duke was accordingly
tried, and put to death, but there were many per-
sons who thought that the real cause of his fall
was that Wolsey was jealous of him, and the Em-
peror Charles said that the butcher's dog had
pulled down the finest stag in England.

5. Still there was great anxiety that the King
should have a son, and a notion arose that it might
be possible to set aside poor Queen Katharine, and
let him marry again. No one knows whether the
suggestion came from the King himself, or from
Cardinal Wolsey, or from a French Ambassador
who hinted that he did not think Henry’s marriage -
a true and right one. If Katharine had been really
Arthur’s wife, there was no doubt that she could
not properly be Henry'’s, but as both she and Arthur
had been mere children at the time of his death, it
had always been thought that the Popes dispen-
sation had power to set her free from et prowse

to the Prince,
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V. THE ROYAL SUPREMACY (continued).

1. WOLSEY had been willing to break the mar-
riage at first, when he hoped the King would marry
some great princess, cruel as this would have been
to poor Katharine ; but when he found that Henry
had set his heart on marrying an English lady,
named Anne Boleyn, who was only a knight’s
daughter, though niece to the Duke of Norfolk, he
saw that only mischief could come of the scheme,
and that Henry would certainly offend everybody
and disgrace himself. Besides, when the Pope sent
another Legatc! to England to inquire into the
matter, Katharinc pleaded her cause most wisely
and touchingly, and Wolsey saw that hers was a
truc marriage and ought to stand.

2. The King, however, was headstrong, and
resolved to have his own way. He insisted on the
Pope declaring his marriage void. When the Pope
dclayed, partly to look into the question and partly
because he feared to offend either Henry or the Em-
peror, Henry let himself be persuaded that it was
the fault of Cardinal Wolsey. Either Anne Boleyn
or Wolscy’s secretary, Thomas Cromwell, put this
notion into the King’s mind, or clse they worked
together and turned Henry’s mind against his old
servant. First Wolsey was deprived of the chancel-
lorship, and sent from Court ; then it was declared
that by acting as the Pope’s Legate he had been
guilty of treason against the King, and he was made

! Legate, an ambassador from the Pope. (See page 13
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prisoner in Yorkshire. As he was being brought to
London for trial he became so ill that he had to
stop at an abbey at Leicester. When the abbot came
out to meet him, the once great Cardinal said, ¢ You
see a poor old man who is come to lay his bones
among you.” A few days later he died, in 1530, say-
ing, * Had I but served my God as I have served my
King, He would not have forsaken me in my old age.
He left all his property to the King, begging that the
noble college of Christchurch, which he had founded
at Oxford, might be allowed to remain as he left it.

3. Sir Thomas More was the new Lord Chancellor,
but the King chiefly attended to the advice of Thomas
Cromwell, and to a learned priest named Thomas
Cranmer. Cranmer said that if the Pope would give
no answer concerning the marriage, Henry might
ask the learned doctors in all universities in Europe
whether a man could lawfully marry his brother’s
widow. The King declared, in his rough way, ‘the
man has the right sow by the ear ;’ but the doctors,
like the Pope, knew very well that the whole ques-
tion depended on whether Katharine were really his
brother’s widow.

4. Henry now, by Cromwell’s advice, declared
that the Pope had no right to meddle at all, and
that he himself was the only head of the English
Church ; he stopped all payments to Rome, and
entirely broke with the Pope in 1531. The clergy
and peoplc mostly did as he pleased ; they joined

4im in declaring his first marriage void, and, on
their authority and his own, he declared thax poor
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Katharine was no wife of his, and sent her away
to Kimbolton Castle, where she died after a long
lingering illness in 1536.

5. Long before her death Henry had been mar-
ried to Anne Boleyn, and they had had a daughter,
who was named Elizabeth. On the death of
Archbishop Wareham, Cranmer had been made

[OLD LONDON BRIDGE.]

Archbishop of Canterbury. He confirmed the
marriage, and indeed few of the clergy made any
open objection to Henry’s proceedings. Only,
when he required an oath to be taken that he was
head of the English Church, Dr. Fisher, Bighop of
Rochester, refused, and so did Sir Thomas Wore,
because they felt such an oath to be against Qe
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creed. They were both thrown into the Tower,
and Fisher, an old man of eighty, was kept in want
of warm clothing and food. He was found guilty
of treason and beheaded.

6. All Henry's friendship for Sir Thomas
More was forgotten in his anger that anyone should
withstand his will, and this brave and good man was
likewise beheaded. He was cheerful to the last ; and
his brave daughter Margaret made her way through
the guards to comfort and embrace him. His head
was set up on London Bridge, but she came at
night in a boat and took it away. When she died
she was buried with the beloved head in her arms.

Persons : Henry VIII.—Francis I. of France—Charles of
Spain—Martin Luther—Thomas Cromwell—Thomas Cran-
mer—Anne Boleyn—Elizabeth, daughter of Heary VIII.—
Fisher, Bishop of Rochester.

Dates : ‘Field of the Cloth of Gold,’ 1520—Henry declared
himself Supreme Head of the English Church, 1531,

V. THE FALL OF WOLSEY.

[Events are here thrown together, and Thomas Cromwell is repre-
sented as more faithful to his master than he has since been proved
to have been. ]

Wolsey. What news abroad ?
Cromwell. The heaviest and the worst
Is your displeasure with the king.
Wolisey. God bless him!
Cromwell. The next is, that Sir Thomas More
is chosen °
Lord chancellor in your place,
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Wolsey. That’s somewhat sudden:
But he’s a learned man. May he continue
Long in his highness’ favour, and do justice
For truth’s sake and his conscience ; that his bones,
When he has run his course and sleeps in blessings,
May have a tomb of orphans’ tears wept on em !
What more ?

Cromwell. That Cranmer is return’d with wel-

come,
Install'd lord archbishop of Canterbury.

Wolsey. That'’s news indeed.

Cromwell, Last, that the lady Anne,
Whom the king hath in secrecy long married,
This day was view'd in open as his queen,

Going to chapel ; and the voice is now
Only about her coronation.
Wolsey. There was the weight that pull'd me
down. O Cromwell,
The king has gone beyond me: all my glories
In that one woman I have lost for ever:
No sun shall ever usher forth mine honours,
Or gild again the noble troops that waited
Upon my smiles. Go, get thee from me, Cromwell ;
I am a poor fall'n man, unworthy now
To be thy lord and master: Seek the king ;
That sun, I pray, may never set ! I have told him
What and how true thou art: he will advance
* thee;
Some little memory of me will stir him—
I know his noble nature—not to let
Thy hopeful service perish too : Good Cromwel,
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Neglect him not ; make use now, and provide
For thine own future safety.
Cromuwell. O my lord,

Must I, then, leave you? Must I needs forego

So good, so noble, and so true a master ?

Bear witness all, that have not hearts of iron,

With what a sorrow Cromwell leaves his lord.

The king shall have my service ; but my prayers

For ever and for ever shall be yours.

Wolsey. Cromwell, T did not think to shed a
tecar

In all my miseries ; but thou hast forced me,

Out of thy honest truth, to play the woman.

Let'sdry our eyes : and thus far hear me, Cromwell ;

And, when I am forgotten, as I shall be,

And sleep in dull cold marble, where no mention

Of me more must be heard of, say, I taught thee,

Say, Wolsey, that once trod the ways of glory,

And sounded all the depths and shoals of honour,

Found thee a way, out of his wreck, to rise in ;

A sure and safe one, though thy master miss’d it.

Mark but my fall, and that that ruin’d me.

Cromwell, I charge thee, fling away ambition :

By that sin fell the angels ; how can man, then,

The image of his Maker, hope to win by it?

Love thyself last: cherish those hearts that hate

thee ;

Corruption wins not more than honesty.

Still in thy right hand carry gentle peace,

To silence envious tongues. Be just, and fear not:
Let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy country's,
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Thy God’s, and truth’s; then if thou fall'st,
O Cromwell,

Thou fall'st a blessed martyr! Serve the king ;

And,—Pr’ythee, lead me in:

There take an inventory! of all I have,

To the last penny; ‘tis the king’s : my robe,

And my integrity 2 to heaven, is all :

I dare now call mine own. O Cromwell, Cromwell !

Had I but serv’d my God with half the zeal

I serv’d my king, he would not in mine age

Have left me naked to mine enemies.

SHAKESPEARE'’S King Henry VIII,

VII. DESTRUCTION OF THE
MONASTERIES.

1. WHEN Wolsey had become the Pope's
Legate, he had intended to look into the affairs of the
monasteries, for many had fallen into a bad state.
Since Henry VIII. had taken to himself the autho-
rity of the Pope in England, he undertook to do
this work by his own power, and not by that of the
Pope. Thomas Cromwell was appointed to visit
the smaller houses. Much disorder was found in
some of these, and in others it was discovered that
the monks deceived the people by showing them
relics, that is, remains of saints’ bodies or of their
clothing, which were supposed to work miraculous

1 Inventory. a list, * Integrity, uprightness,
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cures. In 1536, Henry and his Parliament broke
up more than five hundred of these lesser houses,
and sent their monks and nuns to the larger ones,
saying that their lands and rents should be used to
found schools and colleges.

[HEVER CASTLE, ONCE THE RESIDENCE OF ANNE BOLEYN.]

2. This same year some dreadful accusations
were brought against Anne Boleyn, and she was
at once sent to the Tower, where she was beheaded.
The King’s love had already passed away from her
fo one of her ladies named Jane Seymour, whom
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he married on the very day after poor Anne’s exe-
cution. At the end of a year, Jane had a son, who
was named Edward. She caught cold on the day
of the christening, and died in 1537.

3. Thomas Cromwell led the King as far as he
could to make changes, and so did Archbishop
Cranmer. The Litany was translated into English,
and a translation of the Bible was also made. In
some churches the Lessons were read in English
from this Bible, and the people were so eager to
listen to it, that they used to throng into the
churches, and sit there while any person who could
read went on for hours, sometimes reading, some-
times expounding.

4. Henry feared that these preachings would
lead people away from that faith which he still
held in spite of his quarrel with the Pope. So he
" put forth Szx Articles, according to what he himself
held, and any person who disputed them was liable
to the horrible old punishment of being burnt for
heresy. Therefore they were called tie whip with
six lashes.

5. The King had found it much more convenient
to keep the property of the lesser convents than to
use it forgood works. Some he had given or sold to
his nobles, and from the lesser houses he nowwent on
to attack the great old abbeys. They were mostly
in good order, and very little evi! could be traced
to them, but the King and Cromwell wanted their
lands, so they were all suppressed' and their weaWn

! Suppressed, put down, done away with.
I IV, C
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was seized. Some of the abbots and monks who
were caught trying to hide church plate, or money,
were put to death as traitors. The country people
rushed in and seized on all they could get, so that
for years after, if a fine bit of embroidery or a
velvet cushion were seen in a farm-house, it was
almost sure to have been stolen from the chapel
of an abbey.

6. The buildings and lands were sometimes
sold, sometimes granted to the nobles, sometimes
even lost to them at dice. Pensions were granted
to the clder monks and nuns, and they were
ordered to go to their homes, the younger ones
were to go back to common life. Six ncw bishop-
rics were endowed out of the wealth of the abbeys,
but most of the money was seized by the greedy
King and his lords.

7. Cromwell was very anxious that his master
should be connected with some of the foreign princes
who had broken with the Pope. So he showed
Henry a beautiful portrait of Anme, the sister of
the Duke of Cleves. She was betrothed ! to Henry,
and brought to England, but she turned out to be
a tall clumsy woman marked with the small-pox.
Henry was much annoyed when he saw her, and
though he let himself be married to her, he soon
found an excuse for putting her away. This mis-
adventure caused Cromwell to lose the king’s
favour. The Duke of Norfolk accused him of high

treason, and in the year 1540 he was beheaded.

1 Betrothed, promised in marriage.
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8. Henry had fallen in love with Katharine
Howard, the niece of the Duke of Norfolk, and thus
cousin to Anne Boleyn. She was fair and gentle,
but she had been in bad hands when a young girl,
and had fallen into sin, which her cruel tempters
kept secret till she was a queen, and then revealed.
She was forced to confess that all was true, and the
King not only cast her from him, but had her
beheaded in 1542. .

9. Still the King wished for another wife, but
one foreign lady to whom he proposed made
answer that she could not venture, as she had but
one neck. So his sixth wife was another English
lady, Katharine Parr, who nursed him tenderly in
his declining health, while his temper became
more fierce and jealous, for he feared to die, and
thus leave his young son to be fought over by
ambitious men.

10. The King of France, Francis I., had begun
another war, and persuaded James V. of Scotland
to join in it. James tried to invade England, but
his troops were overthrown on the Solway Moss,
and he died soon after, leaving a baby daughter of
a few days old, named Mary, to be Queen of Scot-
land, in 1542. .

11. Henry had an ulcer in his leg, which sud-
denly grew worse, and he died in 1547. He had
been a man of great promise in his youth, and he
was never hated in spite of his many cruel acks.
These seem to have come chiefly because he was

determined to do his own wil], and that i it wete
c2



36 REIGN OF HENRY VIIL

against the law, the law and all men should come
round to it.

Persons: Jane Seymour—Anne of Cleves—Katharine
Howard—Katharine Parr—Prince Edward.

Dates : Dissolution of Monasteries commenced, 1536—
Battle of Solway Moss, 1542—Death of Henry VIII., 1547.

" VIII. THE LADY IN THE TOWER.

(Lines written after seeing a mound in Richmond Park, where
Henry VIII. is said to have watched for a flag hung out from the
Tower, to announce Anne Boleyn’s execution.)

On the dark Tower bright shone the morning sun
That told the night was past, the day begun;
The lady thought on what she once had been,
A captive now, where once she reigned a queen.
The hour was come and high the scaffold stood,
The axe was ready for its work of blood,
And many stood around, too proud to own
They once had trembled at that lady's frown;

. And some few faithful damsels lingered nigh
To see their guiltless, much loved lady die.
The cold steel shone. ’Tis past—the gleam is gone,
The fatal stroke was struck, the deed was done,
And that bright head that once had worn a crown,
Ghastly, yet red with gore, came rolling down.

The fawns were sporting in the bracken wild,

And on the ancient oaks the sunlight smiled ;

Through the green trees arose the smoke wreaths
then
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That told of many a cot that slept within;
And the broad river nobly lay below,

So still and calm you scarce might see it flow.
No trace of human guilt or misery there,

But all was still and dewy, calm and fair.
There was one man upon a high green mound;
Oh! did he gaze upon the scenes around ?
He was a monarch, did he linger there

To taste the sweetness of the summer air ?

One distant spot, one spot, and only one,

With eyeball fixed, that monarch gazed upon;

There, where in one thick cloud the smoke-wreath
rose,

Stood England’s pride, the envy of her foes.

In chequered' mass beneath that spot of sky

Dwelt guilt and virtue, wealth and poverty ;

But not the meanest of the lawless crew,

Lurking till night his evil work to do,

Bare heart more ruthless or more steel'd to crime

Than that proud monarch of this western clime.

Lo, on the smoky cloud, a floating thing !

Oh! what a world of tidings did it bring!

Yea, fair and spotless was each waving fold,

But what a mockery of the tale it told ;

Then a strange rapture on the monarch came,

Flashed in his eye and trembled in his frame !

He scarce supprest a wild exulting yell

At her sad fate, whom once he loved so well.

! Chequered, intermingled, like the black and white sqpases
on a chess-board,
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IX. EDWARD VL

1. THE young King Edward VI.was nine years
old when he succeeded his father in 1547. He was
a fair, quict, studious boy, brought up under
careful tutors, and was already learned in Latin,
Greek, and several other languages. His father had
appointed a Council of twenty-eight persons to
manage his affairs,and had given the keeping of
the boy himself into the hands of his uncle, Edward
Seymour, who was brother to Queen Jane Seymour,
and had been made Earl of Hertford. Seymour, who
was a proud vain man, was not contented with this
post, but by giving lands and honours to the rest of
the Council, he persuaded them to name him Lord
Protector, giving him all the power, and he caused
his young nephew to create him Duke of Somerset.

2. Proposals were made to marry the young
Edward to the little Queen Mary of Scotland, so
as to join the two kingdoms, and to let the two
children be brought up together; but the Scots
hated the English too much to consent. Thereupon
Somerset led an army into Scotland, and a great
battle was fought near Edinburgh, at Pinkie, in which
the Scots were routed ; but the Protector was called
home by hearing that his brother Thomas was
plotting against him, and as soon as he was gone, the
Scots sent their little Queen away to France, to be

married to the King’s eldest son.
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3. Thomas Seymour had married the late
King’s widow, Queen Katharine Parr; and when,
in less than a year, she died, he wanted to marry
her step-daughter, Elizabeth. He was a vain am-
bitious man, who lent money in secret to the young
King, and tried to set him against his elder uncle.

[OLD SOMERSET HOUSE.]

His plans were found out, and the Duke of Somer-
set, though his brother, had no pity for him, but
caused him to be beheaded in 1549.

4. Somerset cared greatly for show and splen-
dour and had a household that might have suked
a king. He built himself a splendid 2000
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London, and called it after his own title, Somerset
House. The gardens lay along the bank of the

. Thames, and three churches, besides the remains
of old monasteries, were thrown down to make room
for them. His duchess was thought to be the
proudest woman in England, and all the old nobles,
who considered the Seymours as mere upstarts, were
much offended.

5. Somerset was at the same time very earnest
to carry on that Reformation of the Church which
had been checked by Cromwell’s disgrace. Arch-
bishop Cranmer agreed with him, and the little
King was taught to think the same. The Six
Articles were repealed, and the services of the
Church were translated into English. On the
Whitsunday of 1549, a most suitable day, in all
the churches of England, the worship of God was
carried on in our own tongue, and the Lessons
were read from the English Bible.

6. The relics of saints, which had been thought
to do wonderful cures, were cleared away, and
images of our Blessed Lord, His Mother and the
saints, to which the people had come to give an
idolatrous worship, were broken down. Those of
the bishops who would not consent to these doings
were deprived of their sees,and others placed in their
stead. There was great anger at this in some places,
and disturbances arose, partly because of these
changes, and partly because some of the nobles had
been breaking up their farms, and turning out the

people, in order to have more room for feeding
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sheep. These insurrections were put down, and the
ringleaders were hanged.

X. EDWARD VI. (wntinued).

1. THOUGH some persons grieved for the old
Latin forms and the customs of the Church of Rome,
and thought all these changes grievously wrong,
there were others who thought that the Church of
England ought to be much more entirely reformed.
Archbishop Cranmer and Somerset asked the ad-
vice of some Swiss and German Reformers who did
not care about the old customs of the Church at all,
but thought nothing lawful that was not expressly
ordered in the Bible. Their advice was followed,
and the first Prayer-Book was altered, though not
so much as they would have wished. This second
Prayer-Book of Edward V1. is very nearly the same
as that which is still used ; though some parts which
these strangers took away have been since restored.

2. Somerset’s pride caused him to be so much
hated by the nobles that another of the Council,
John Dudley, the son of the wicked judge, obtained
support in scheming against him. An accusation
was drawn up, accusing him of bad government,
and he found himself obliged to resign the pro-
tectorship. Dudley became the chief man in the
kingdom, and, being already Earl of Warwick,
obtained from the King the .title of Duke of
Northumberland. After a few months Sometsex
was accused of a plot to regain power,and o murdet
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the Duke of Northumberland. On this he was
tried, sentenced, and beheaded early in 1552,

3. During that same spring of 1552 young Ed-
ward had smallpoxand measles, and the effectshung
about him so that his strength decayed fast. Now,
if his sisters Mary and Elizabeth had been born of
unlawful marriages, they could have no right to the

[DURHAM HOUSE, WHERE LADY JANE WAS MARRIED.]

Crown, although their father in his will had made
them his heiresses after Edward. Mary was now a
middle-aged woman. She had always lived apart,
hated the changes inthe Church,and would neveruse
the English Prayer-Book. Elizabeth had gone along
with her brother’s changes, but Mary could not be
set aside if she were to be put forward. The next
Aeiress was Mary, Queen of Scots, whose grand-
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mother, Margaret, had been the eldest daughter of
Henry VII,, but she was in France, betrothed to the
King’s son, and bred up in the doctrines of Rome.

4. The younger daughter of Henry VI1I. had
married the Duke of Suffolk. Their eldest grand-
daughter, Lady Jane Grey, was a very learned and
thoughtful girl of fifteen ; and the Duke of Northum-
berland obtained her.from her father in marriage
for his son, Lord Guildford Dudley, who was two
years older. Then Northumberland persuaded the
King that the only way to secure that England
should not be restored to the Pope, and all the old
superstitions revived, would be to pass over the
two Princesses and the Scottish Queen, and to
leave the Crown to the Lady Jane.

5. Edward agreed with him, and made a will by
which Jane was to be the next sovereign. Arch-
bishop Cranmer did not believe that any king had
a right to dispose of his kingdom ; but the dying
boy implored him to consent to this will for the sake
of religion, and he yielded to these entreaties.
Edward died soon after, on the 6th of July, 1553,
‘aged sixteen. He had always been devout and
earnest, and very studious, and he was much la-
mented, and people called him #/ke Youthful Saint.

Persons: Edward V1.—Edward Seymour, Duke of Somer-
set—Thomas Seymour—Mary, Queen of Scots—John Dudley,
Duke of Northumberland—Lady Jane Grey—Lord Guildford
Dudley. .

Dates: Accession of Edward VI. and Battle of Pinkie,
1547—First Prayer-Book of Edward V1. introduced, 1epg—
Death of Edward VI., 1553.
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XI. LADY JANE GREY.

1. THE Duke of Northumberland had kept the
sisters of Edward VI. ignorant that their brother
was so near death, in order that he might be before-
hand with them. As soon as Edward was dead,
he and all his friends went to Lady Jane, told her
that she was Quecn, and did homage to her. The
poor young lady, who was not yet sixteen, was so
much terrified that she fainted away, and implored
them not to lay this thing upon her, but they told
her they were acting for the sake of the Gospel and
of the true faith, and threatened to ill-use her if she
still refused. So she yielded, and Queen Jane was
proclaimed in London, but the people showed no
signs of gladness or welcome, for they did not love
either Northumberland, or the Duke of Suffolk,
Jane's father.

2. Meantime a deceitful message had been sent
to each of the two Princesses, that their brother was
dying and wished to see them. Elizabeth did not
trust these tidings,and would not come, guessing that
Northumberland only wished to take them pri-
soners ; but Mary had actually set out from her
house in Norfolk, when her goldsmith brought her
the news that her young brother was dead. She
set up her standard and caused herself to be pro-
claimed Queen. All the people, rich and poor,
flocked to her. Northumberland marched with some
- Ahired soldiers as far as Cambridge to meet er, bk
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no one joined him, and when he saw there was no
hope, he caused Queen Mary to be proclaimed in the
market place, and was the first to throw up his cap,
though with the tears running down his face. Mary
was proclaimed in London at the same time, and

[THE TOWER.]

all the citizens showed the greatest joy, and
received her with the warmest welcome, when she
and her sister Elizabeth rode through the streets .
together.

3. She went straight to the Tower, wtch was
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a palace as well as a prison. All the State pri-
soners were drawn up on the green square of turf
within, and knelt to receive her. Some of them
were her mother’s old friends, and she went from
one to the other raising them, and comforting them.
The only ones that she left in prison were those
concerned in the attempt on behalf of the Lady
Jane. The Duke of Northumberland was tried,
condemned and executed, but Jane and her husband
remained unhurt in the Tower, and were allowed
to walk about in the gardens, and live as if in a
house of their own.

4. Mary was thirty-seven years old, and her
life had long been sad and lonely. She had
grieved at all the changes in the Church, and thought
that Somerset had no right to make them, while
her brother was still too young to judge for him-
self ; and she felt it wrong to call herself head of
the Church, wishing for nothing so much as to
reconcile herself and her kingdom to Rome and to
bring back the old state of things.

5. She had been prevented from making friends
in England, and she trusted no one so much as her
mother’s Spanish relations, and her own cousin,
Cardinel Pole, who had fled beyond seas to save
himself from the tyranny of -Henry VIII.

6. Mary’s first thought was to bring home
Cardinal Pole, and her next, to get her Spanish
cousins to help her to bring her kingdom
back under the power of Rome. The Emperor

Charles V. proposed to her to marry s son ¥y,



WYATI’'S INSURRECTIOMN. 47

who would be King of Spain, and though he was
fourteen years younger than herself, Mary eagerly
consented.

7. All her best advisers thought this would be
a very unfortunate marriage for her and for England,
for the Spaniards were known to be harsh and cruel,
and terrible persecutors of all whose religion they
thought unsound. Cardinal Pole was so much
against the marriage that the Emperor had him
seized on his way to England, and shut up in a

. convent, lest he should persuade Mary out of it.

8. In England, 8ir Thomas Wyatt, a gentleman
who had been in Spain, had such a horror of the
proposed wedding that he led a large number of

~ people from Kent and Essex to attack London;
the Duke of Suffolk also called up his tenants,
and Jane was again proclaimed by them, but
most of the English still held by Queen Mary, and
all these insurrections were put down, and their
leaders were executed.

9. Poor Jane and her husband had been in the
Tower all the time, and were quite guiltless of the
rebellion, but Mary thought there would be no
safety for the throne while they were alive. There-
foreshe consented to their being beheaded astraitors.
Jane showed the most beautiful piety and resolution.
She talked with the Queen'’s chaplain, who had tried
to bring her to the faith of Rome, but nothing
could shake her in her attachment to what she had
learnt from her Bible. She wrote aletter of {atewah

in Greek to her sister Katharine in the blank \eanes
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of her Greek Testament, but she would not meet her
young husband, fearing perhaps to lose her calmness.
She only saw him walk past her window on his way
to die on Tower Hill, and she wrote on a tablet in
Latin ¢ Man’s justice destroys his body, God’s mercy
preserves his soul” She then, in perfect peace and
hope, was led out, and in her turn duly laid her
fair and wise head on the block, in her seven-
teenth year, in 1554, full of faith and resignation.

[TRAITORS’ GATE.]

.. Persons: Lady Jane Grey—Duke of Northumberiand—The
Duke of Suffolk—Queen Mary—The Princess Elizabeth—
Cardinal Pole—Philip of Spain—Sir Thomas Wiyatt.
" Dates: Accession of Queen Mary, 13553~ Execution of
Lady Jane Grey, 1554.
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XII. QUEEN MARY L

1. PHILIP of Spain arrived soon after Lady
Jane's execution, and was married to Mary in Win-
chester Cathedral by Stephen Gardiner, who had
been set aside by Edward’s Council from his bishop-
ric but was now restored by Mary. None of the
Bishops, who had been put into sees whose holders
were alive, were accepted by her, and those who
had notfled wereimprisoned. There were commands
to return to the Latin Mass! everywhere, and that
priests who had married should renounce their
wives.

2. Reginald Pole was released by the Emperor
and, coming to England, with the Pope’s authority
as legate, reconciled the country to Rome, and the
day on which this was done, was probably the hap-
piest in Mary’s sad life, for she believed herself to
be doing her duty and undoing what she thought
to be the wrong done by her father. She wished to
give back all the wealth that had been taken from
the monasteries, but the nobles would not hear of
giving up what they held, and she was advised not
to try to compel them to do so. _

3. It is to be feared that most of the people in
the country neither understood nor cared much
about religious matters, since they had made little
objection to change about just as the King and
Queen and Parliament decided ; but thete were

! Mass, théfcelebration of the Lord's Suppet.
H. 1V, D
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some who were much more resolute intheirfaith. Dr.
Hooper, who had been made Bishop of Gloucester,
was one of these. He was one who had held with
the foreign Reformers, and hated all forms and
ceremonies. He so openly declared his faith that
he was found guilty of heresy, and according to the
terrible punishment that had been decreed for the
Lollards, was burnt in the market place at Gloucester
in 1555, Several clergymen were also sentenced
and burnt, but so far from making the others less
resolute, it only made them more staunch and firm.

4. AtOxford were imprisoned ArchbishopCran-
mer, together with Ridley, who under Edward VI.
had been Bishop of London instcad of Edmund
Bonner, and Hugh Latimer, a very old man,who had
resigned his sce of Worcesterbecause of hisgreatage.
He was a great preacher of sermons full of sharp
sayings and anecdotes, and young King Edward had
often listened tohim. All these three had supported
Lady Jane, and had been first arrested on that ac-

- count ; but they were closelyexamined on their faith.
Their doctrine was declared to be false, and the
sentence of death by fire was pronounced on Ridley
and Latimer, but as Cranmer was an Archbishop,
his judgment was referred to Rome.

5. Ridley was a very learned and excellent man,
Latimer both brave and pious. They were led out
to die together, and chained back to back to the
same stake. ‘Be of good comfort, Master Ridley.

cried Latimer ‘and play the man. We shall this

day, by God’s grace, light such a candle n Eagland
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as I trust shall never be put out.” He died quickly,
but Ridley’s sufferings were long and terrible, though

[THE MAR1YRS’ MEMORIAL, OXFORD.]

fhey were borne with great constancy, uwnth 3t \as\
his corpse fell over the chains at Latimer's feeX.
D2
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6. Their friend Cranmer could see the whole
from the roof of his prison. He was not a man
of strong character, and he let himself be persuaded
to save his life by submitting to the Pope and the
Queen, by false promises that if he would do so his
life should be sparcd. Mary considered him to be
beyond forgiveness, and was resolved not to forgive
him. The Spanish clergy knew this, but they did
not tell Cranmer, but persuaded him to draw up
six papers in one day, and sign them, denying what
he had hitherto taught. Then he was brought into
St. Mary’s Church at Oxford, and there he found
that he was still todie; his disgraceful act had been
of no avail. His tears fell fast at finding himself
tius cruelly deceived, and he spoke out fully, de-
claring his true faith,and, holding up his right hand
which had signed the deed, he said that it should
perish first. So when the fire was lighted at the
stake, he stretched out that arm to the flame crying
* This unworthy hand.’

;. Cardinal Pole became Archbishop. He was
naturally a mild, gentle man, but he knew he had
enemies at Rome who accused him of being inclined
to the new opinions, and thus he was afraid to hin-
der persecution. Bishop Gardiner had died shortly
before the burnings at Oxford, and thenceforward
to the end of the reign, took place a terrible number
of these executions, chiefly at Smithfield and Can.
terbury. Bishop Bonner of London came to be

looked on with more and more dread and hatred,
because he so often sat in judgment on the victims,
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and the men and women who were burnt shewed
such faith and constancy as befitted martyrs for
the truth.

8. In the meantime, Mary was a miserable wo-
man. Shewasdisappointed that she had no child, her
health gave way, her husband did not love her, and
she knew that her people’s affection had turned to
fear and hatred, so that they only longed to see her
sister on the throne. Elizabeth had been sent to
the Tower at the time of Wyatt's rebellion, but as
nothing could be proved against her, she was sent
to her own house in the country, and afterwards
was forgiven, and allowed to be at court again.

9. Philip much grieved Mary by leaving her
when his father gave up the kingdom of Spain
to him. Soon he had a quarrel with France,
and making a short visit to England, he per-
suaded Mary to join in the war. Her English
troops helped him to win a great battle at St.
Quentin, but soon after, in the year 1558, the French
made a sudden attack upon Calais, and seized it,
after it had been held by the English for 213 years.
It was so great a grief to Mary that she declared
that when she died, the name of Calais would be
found written on her heart.

10. She was languishing, and broken down with
care and grief. What she had thought good and
pious acts had only led to horrid cruelty, and turned
her people’s hearts against the Church she loved, and
against her. Her husband would not stay win
ker, her old friends were dying round Yer, and soe
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would soon have no onetotrust. Sheand Cardinal
Pole both became much worse in health about the
same time. The Queen died first, November 17th,
1558, the Cardinal twenty-two hours later, and eight
more of her Bishops died about the same time.
About 300 persons had been burnt during the last
thice of the five ycars of this reign.

Persons: Mary I.—Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester—
Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester—Ridley, Bishop of London—
Bonner, Bishop of London—Latimer, once Bishop of Worces-
ter—Archbishop Cranmer—Philip of Spain.

Places: Oxford —Smithfield—Canterbury —Calais.
Dates: Persecution of the Reformers, 1555—Death of

Mary, 1558.

XIII. ACCESSION OF ELIZABETH.

1. GREAT was the joy of the English nation
when Mary was carried to her grave in 1558, and
Elizabeth was proclaimed as Queen. . Everyone
rejoiced to be free from the gloomy Spanish King
Philip II. and from the terrible persecution. Mary,
in her mistaken zeal, had made the people of
England think of her Church and its doctrines with
hatred and terror, and there were only a very few
who still held that Elizabeth’s rights to the throne
were not really good, and who thought the true
heiress was Mary of Scotland.

2. Elizabeth was twenty-seven years old, not
tall, but very dignified and stately. She had

studied and thought much, and was very prudent



LORDS BURLEIGH AND LEICESTER. 55

and cautious, but she was ready of speech, witty
and lively, and she had the same hearty kindly man-
ner as her father, so that she gained the hearts of all
those who saw her, rich and poor alike, for they
knew that she really loved them, and wished to be
the mother of her people.

3. 8ir William Cecil, who had been one of
the state ministers through the last two reigns,
was her chief adviser, and after a time she
gave him the title of Lord Burleigh. The com-
panion she liked best was Lord Robert Dudley,
a brother of poor Lady Jane’s husband. He is best
known as Earl of Leicester, the title that she gave
him after a few years. He was not a good man,
and he was even suspected of having murdered his
wife, in hopes of marrying the Queen. She would
never believe anything against him ; but she knew
her people would never endure her marrying Robin
Dudley, as they called him. Many foreign princes
courted her at different times in her reign, but
though she doubted long, and let herself be
flattered by them, she made up her mind to be
avirgin Queen, and to have, as she said, no husband
but her people.

4. She began at once to have the English Prayer-
Book used again, and as there were eight Bishops’
sees to be filled up, besides the Archbishopric of
Canterbury, she chose men to fill them who would
be willing to support the English Church.

5. Many persons who had fled for fear of Waxy's

persecution came back from living in Switzedand
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and Germany. The foreign Reformers had cast off
much more of the old ways of the'Church than the
English had done, fancying that whatever . the
Roman Catholics had done must be wrong. Dread
and hatred of Queen Mary’s persecutions made
some of the other English think so too. They
wanted to lay aside all forms and rules of worship
and would have done so but for Archbishop Parker
and the Queen. Some of the Reformers in Germany
- were called Protestants, and this name has come to
be given to all who protest against the errors of
Rome, while the English who wanted to alter their
Church still more came in time to be called Puritans.

6. It was an anxious thought for all the English
that the very next heir to the Crown after Queen
Elizabeth was the young Mary, Queen of Scotland
and France, who had been bred up a Roman
Catholic. The French King, her husband, died when
she was only eighteen, and she came back a widow
to Scotland in 1560. She was so beautiful and
engaging that it seemed as if no one could with-
stand her, but fearful troubles were before her.

7. The Scots had, in her absence, become great
Reformers. They had turned out all the monks -
and nuns, and the nobles had seized the lands.
They had destroyed all they thought superstitious
in the churches, and set themselves against all forms
and ceremonies, and when their Queen arrived,
they would hardly endure to let her hear Mass in
her own chapel among her own servants.

& Queen Mary married a youth named Yienry
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Stewart, Lord Darnley, who was cousin both to her
and to Elizabeth. It was avery unhappy marriage,
for he was a foolish, jealous, headstrong lad, who
could not forgive his wife for not making him King
though he was her husband. They had one child,
James, who was about six months old; when one
night while Mary was at a ball, the house at
Edinburgh where Henry Stewart was, was blown up
with gunpowder, and he himself was found strangled
under a tree. Nobody knows to this day whether
Queen Mary consented to his death.

9. Her subjects believed she had done so, and
their belief was strengthened when one of the
murderers, the Earl of Bothwell, carried her off to
his Castle, and persuaded her to marry him. The
Scots rose against her, took her prisoner, and while
her husband fled away, she was shut up in a strong
castle on an island in a lake called Lockleven, while
her little son James was made King.

10. After nearly a year, Mary escaped from her
prison, but she could find no shelter in Scotland
and rode across the Border to England. Queen
Elizabeth did not venture to have her at Court, nor
to let her go abroad, for fear the Kings of Spain
and France should set her upas Queen of England
and invade the country. So Mary was kept first
in one castle, then in another, under charge of dif-
ferent noblemen, and her life grew more and more
sad, as less liberty was left to her.

Peroons: Queen Elizabeth—Lord Burleigh—The Bad\ ot
Leicester—Archbishop Parker—The Puritans—Maxy,Quees
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of Scots—Her son, James—Lord Darnley—The Earl of
| Bothwell.
Places: Edinburgh—Lochleven.
Date: Accession of Elizabeth, 1558,

XIV. THE DAYS OF GOOD QUEEN
BESS.

1. EVERY year tended to make Queen Elizabeth
more looked upon as the head and guardian of
all the Protestants in Europe, although she was
too cautious to do much to help them. Philip II,,
who had been husband to her sister Mary, was in
like manner regarded as the chief protector and

-leader of the Roman Catholics everywhere.

2. For many years there was no open war be-
tween England and Spain, but Elizabeth allowed her
subjects to go and help the. Protestants in Holland
who had risen against Philip’s cruel persecution,
and on the other hand, the Spaniards were writing
letters and promising help to the English Roman
Catholics who were striving to set Mary of Scot-
land free, and make her Queen in Elizabeth’s stead.

3. Many of the English Roman Catholics were
good subjects to Elizabeth, and could not bear the
thought of the Spaniards coming to seize their
country, but it was very hard to know who was
honest and who was not. So, though Elizabeth
had never meant to persecute anyone, she and her
Government began to treat all Roman Catholic

DPriests as traitors. If any were found in the cowntry,
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they were imprisoned and sometimes put to death,
and heavy fines were imposed on those who shel-
tered them. -

4. Everyone who did not go to church was
fined, and there were laws against wandering about
and begging. Since the abbeys had been de-
stroyed, there had been much distress for want of
the alms that the monks used to give. = Therefore
a law was made that in each parish a rate should
be paid:to maintain the helpless poor, and this was
the beginning of #ke Poor Law.

5. It was a prosperous time. The days of
Good Queen Bess have always been remembered
as a happy time in England, when there were great
steps made in- all that was for the welfare of the
country, and when many great men lived. In this
feign, William Shakespeare was writing the plays
that have been the delight of all English people
ever since, and Edmund Spenser, who had received
a grant of land in Ireland, there composed a
wonderful poem called the ‘ Fairy Queen.’” Then
likewise lived Lord Bacon, one of the greatest
thinkers of any age.

6. The merchants flourished likewise. Sir
Thomas. Gresham built the Royal Exchange for
them to meet in, and transact their business, in
London, and in those days trade with Russia was
first begun by ZThomas Chancellor, a bold sailor,
who had tried to sail across the Arctic Ocean, but
had been forced to land on the shore of the Wiike
Sea and make his way across Russia.
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7. In 1492, in the time of Henry VII., grand-
father to Queen Elizabeth, Columbus had dis-
covered America in a Spanish ship, while trying to
find the westward route to India. Ever since that
time bold sailors had been trying to make further
discoveries. Newfoundland was discovered by an
Italian in an English ship. The Spaniards had
made settlements in the West Indian isles, and
from Mexico and Peru they brought home gold
and silver. The English ships used to lie in wait
for the Spanish treasure ships and rob them, and
though the two countries professed to be at peace,
Queen Elizabeth did not stop them.

8. One of these sailors, Francis Drake, was the
captain who first sailed round the world, by going
south of America. Magellan,a Portuguese, had been
beforehand in the same track, but he had died before
his voyage was over. Drake’s ship, the Pelican,
was brought into the Thames, and the queen came
to see it, dined on board, and knighted the captain.

9. Among these famous sailors we must reckon
8ir Humfrey Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh. They
were half-brothers, Devonshire men, and Sir Hum-
frey was the first person to think of making settle-
ments of Englishmen in other lands, or, as we now
call them, Colonzes. He took out a number of people
to make a home in Newfoundland, but the climate
was cold, and the ground barren, and he was obliged
to bring them back in two ships. He was lost at sea
on his way home, but Raleigh tried to make another

settlement further south. THis colony was cl=d
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Virginia, after the Virgin Queen. He could not feed
his settlers, and again the attempt failed, but in
America he learnt the use of two plants which he
brought back with him, namely potatoes and

[SIR FRANCIS DRAKE.]

tobacco. He was noted as a scholar and soldier,
and was in great favour with the Queen.

10. No one was more beloved and admired than
8ir Philip Sidney, the nephew of the Earlof Leicesker,
He.was considered the model of all Yhak wes
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learned, honourable, and knightly, and the Queen
sometimes deigned to ask his advice, as if he had
been a much older man. She had the power of
making all who came near her care for nothing so
much as her service, and be ready to do or give
anything for a kind look or word from her, though
often she did not use them well, or reward them
properly.

11. On most summers, she used to go on a
Progress through some of her cities; lodging at the
houses of the great ‘lords and-gentlemen. The -
people flocked to see her, there were great feastings
and sports of all kinds, and she showed herself
friendly and gracious to all, but she did not care if
the expense of providing for her almost ruined the
gentry she stayed with. ,

12. The grandest of all these royal visits was
that which Elizabeth paid to the Earl of Leicester
at Kenilworth Castle in 1575. He could well afford
the entertainments, and they were so splendid as
never to have been forgotten. The great clock
was stopped at 12, that it might always appear to
be the hour for dining, there were hunting matches,
shows, dancings, and whatever could delight or
entertain the Queen.

13. Elizabeth loved dancing, and one of her
favourites, Sir Christopher Hatton, who became
keeper of the Great Seal, first gained her potice by
his fine dancing. It was true that, as Lord Burleigh
said of her, though she could be more than a man,

she could also be less than a woman, for she was
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very vain, and loved flattery for her.beauty, even
when she was growing old. She had 3,000 different
dresses, and 30 wigs, and she was always eager
after presents of gold, jewels, and ornaments

[A RUIN OF KENILWORTH CASTLE.]

Ladies and gentlemen in her time wore enormous
lace ruffs, standing up high at the back, and ladies
had huge hoop petticoats quilted and embroidered.
14. Elizabeth was sometimes very mean, and
was not ashamed to show her jealousy of any \ady
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who was fairer or better dressed than herself. She
kept her soldiers and sailors short of money,
partly because she never was willing to ask her
people for heavy taxes, and that was one reason
why she was so much loved by the nation in
general, for, with all her faults, they knew she loved
them.

Persons: Philip II. of Spain—William Shakespeare—Ed-
mund Spenser—Lord Bacon—Sir Francis Drake—Sir Hum-
frey Gilbert—Sir Walter Raleigh—Sir Philip Sidney—Sir
Christopher Hatton—Columbus.

Places: Russia—Newfoundland—Virginia.

Date: Columbus discovered America, 1492.

XV. SIR HUMFREY GILBERT.

SIR HUMFREY GILBERT'’S ship, the ¢ Squirrel,’
was thought to be unseaworthy. He was urged to
leave it for the other, the ¢ Golden Hind,’ but he said,
I will not forsake my little company going home-
ward, with whom I have passed so many storms and
perils. The last time the ships were near each other,
he called to those in the ¢ Golden Hind,” ‘We are as
near to Heaven by water as by land.” He was seen
sitting on deck, reading his Bible,but in the night the
lights of his ship were lost sight of, and in the fol-
lowing poem, it is supposed that it was carried
away among the icebergs, which are here described
as the fleet of Death, because they often tower up

like huge ships in full sail :—
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Southward with fleet of ice
Sailed the corsair,! Death ;
Wild and fast blew the blast,
And the east wind was his breath,

His lordly ships of ice
Glistened in the sun;

On each side, like pennons wide,
Flashing crystal streamlets run.

His sails of white sea mist
Dripped with silver rain,

But where he passed, there were cast
Leaden shadows o'er the main.

Eastward from Campobello
~ Sir Humfrey Gilbert sail'd ;

Three days or more, seaward he bore,
Then, alas! the land wind fail'd.

Alas! the land wind fail'd
And ice cold grew the night,

And never more, on sea or shore,
Should Sir Humfrey see the light.

He sat upon the deck,
The Book was in his hand,
Do not fear, Heaven is as near
By water as by land.

! Corsair, a pirate,
E
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In the first watch of the night,
Without a signal’s sound,

Out of the sea, mysteriously,
The fleet of Death rose all around.

The moon and the evening star

Woere hanging in the shrouds;
Every mast, as it passed,

Seemed to rake the passing clouds.

They grappled with their prize
At midnight black and cold,

As of a rock was the shock,
Heavily the ground-swell roll'd.

Southward, through day and dark,
They drift in close cmbrace,

With mist and rain, to the Spanish Mam,
Yet there seems no change of place.

Southward, for ever southward
They drift through dark and day,
And like a dream, in the Gulf Stream
Sinking, vanish all away.

H. W. LONGFELLOW.
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XVI, THE SPANISH ARMADA.

1. NEITHER King Philip of Spain nor Queen
Elizabeth wished to be at war; but in 1584 peace
could be kept no longer, and Elizabeth allowed
her sailors to do all the harm they could to the
Spanish ships and settlements in America. At the
same time she sent troops in her own name to back
up the Dutch Protestants who had taken up arms

--against Philip.

2. The Earl of Leicester had the command of
these troops in Holland. His nephew, Sir Philip
Sidney ,went with him. While the town of Zutphen
was being besieged, a shot struck Sir Philip in the
thigh, and he was obliged to leave the field. His
wound made him very thirsty, and with great diffi-
culty some water was fetched for him. Just as he
was putting it to his lips, he saw a poor dying man
watching it with a face that showed parching
thirst. He sent it to the man without tasting it,
saying, ¢ Take it, thy necessities are greater than
mine.’ He died of his wound about a fortnight
after, and was very much mourned.

3. All the time Queen Mary of Scotland had
been in prison there had been plottings of the
English Roman Catholics with her and with the
Spaniards, to set her free. Lord Burleigh and the
other advisers of Elizabeth thought there coa\d
be no peace or safety while she lived; and Xney
were afraid of nothing so much asher sarvWIng S

E2

-~



68 REIGN OF ELIZABETH.

Queen, for there would then certainly be a war
and if she were to gain the mastery, the evil days of
Mary Tudor might come back. Thus they tried
to persuade Elizabeth to put her to death, but
for nineteen years the Queen had always refused.

4. At last, in 1587, Burleigh and his friend, 8ir
Francis Walsingham, found that another plot was
going on. They contrived to get all the letters
written between Mary and her friends, and to read
and copy them before they were delivered. The
plan was that Elizabeth was to be murdered, and
then that the Roman Catholics should rise, and
make Mary Queen by the help of the Spaniards.
They let the correspondence go on that they might
be able to shew the Queen the whole of the scheme,

-and be able to punish her enemies, but it was like
setting a trap, and it was not a worthy way of
treating them.

5. The plotters were taken, tried and put to
death, and Queen Mary Stewart was found guilty
of the same crime of conspiring against the Queen.
She was sentenced to die, but Elizabeth could not
bear to sign the death-warrant, and waited and
doubted day after day. At last however she did
put her name to it, and it was sent off to Fotheringay
Castle, where Queen Mary was beheaded, -after
being nineteen years a prisoner, in 1587. She
shewed much piety and courage, and many persons
who thought her innocent of all the crimes laid to
her charge, looked on her as a martyr for the
Roman Catholic Church.
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XVII. THE SPANISH ARMADA (wntinued).

1. KING PHILIP of Spain felt himself bound to
revenge her death, as well as to punish the English
for all the help they had given to the Dutch, and
all their attacks on his American treasure ships.
So he fitted out a large fleet in Spain, and prepared
a great army in Flanders, intending to make an
utter destruction of Elizabeth, and to restore the
Roman Catholic Church.

2. The English watched his preparations, and
Sir Francis Drake checked them by sailing with
thirty swift ships into Cadiz Bay, and burning all the
Spanish ships that he found there, and this he called
singeing the King of Spain’s whiskers for him. A
fleet of English ships was prepared and put under
the command of Lord Howard of Effingham, but even
in this grievous danger Queen Elizabeth would not
spare money enough to have them properly sup-
plied with powder or to feed and clothe their crews.
Many towns and many gentlemen fitted out vessels,
and all the great sailors of England met at Plymouth
to watch for the terrible Spanish fleet. So sure of
conquest were the Spaniards that they called it the
Invincible Armada, that is, e unconguerable fleet.

3. On the evening of the 19th of July, 1588, as
the English captains were playing at bowls on the
Hoe, a piece of high ground at Plymouth, word
was brought them that the Armada was in the -
Channel. Sir Francis Drake would not show any
haste or alarm, but quictly finished off his game
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before there was any hastening out to take the
command of the ships.

4. All England was soon astir. The army
came together, and Queen Elizabeth, riding a white
horse, reviewed it at Tilbury Fort, telling the péople
that though she had the body of a weak woman,
she had the spirit of a man and a king. And they
well knew it was so, and were ready to fight for
her to the death, though she gave them no better
leader than the Earl of Leicester.

5. Oncame the Spanish fleet of 130 large ships,
ranged in the form of a crescent, with 30,000 men
in it, intending to sail to Flanders, and there take
up another great army, and then land near London
and burn the city. The English ships, however,
came out from Plymouth, and hunted them all the
way along the English Channel. The Spanish
shot flew over these little vessels, and seldom
struck them, but if ever one of these stately
ships lagged bchind the rest, the English were
ready to seize it.

6. Round the Isle of Wight there was much
fighting, and several great ships were taken, but
the English could not go on for want of powder.
However, when the Spaniards had just passed the
Straits of Dover, Drake sent some fire-ships in
among them, which burnt many vessels and put
the others to confusion. The next day Lord
Howard gave battle, and took twelve more ships.
The Spaniards found that they could not land.

Zhey durst not return through the Straits, and so
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[FIRE-SHIP AT WORK.)|
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they tried to sail all round Scotland and Ireland to
reach home. '

7. Terrible storms arose, many ships were
wrecked on the Orkney Isles and in Ireland, and
the others were pursued by the English and broken
up or taken. Not one enemy set his foot in
England save as a prisoner ; and such was the loss
to Spain that it was said that every noble family
had to mourn a son or a brother, for only 60 out
of all the 130 ships found their way back to Spain.

8. Great were the rejoicings in England. Queen
Elizabeth went in state to return thanks at St. Paul’s
for the safety of her people, and rewarded those who
had fought for her so bravely. And, indeed, they
had great reason to rejoice, for after the twenty
years that her Crown and the English Reformation
had been in danger, the defeat of the Armada had
at last made them safe.

TPersons: Earl of Leicester—Sir Philip Sidney—Mary
Queen of Scots—Lord Burleigh—Sir Francis Walsingham
—Philip II. of Spain—Lord Howard of Effingham.

Llaces: Fotheringay Castle—Cadiz—Plymouth—Tilbury
Fort - Dover—The Orkneys.

Dates : Execution of Mary Queen of Scots, 1587—The
Spanish Armada, 1588.
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XVIII. THE ARMADA.

ATTEND, ye all who list to hear our noble Eng-
land’s praise ;

I tell of the thrice famous deeds she wrought in
ancient days,

When that great fleet invincible against her bore
in vain

The richest spoils of Mexico,! the stoutest hearts of
Spain.

It was about the lovely close of a warm summer
day, '

! Mexico, in Amcrica, full of silver mines, whence the Spanish
treasure came,
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There came a gallant merchant-ship full sail to
Plymouth Bay;

Her crew had seen Castile’s ! black fleet, beyond
Aurigny's isle?

At earliest twilight, on the waves lie heaving
many a mile,

At sunrise she escaped their van? by God’s especial
grace;

And the tall Pinta? till the noon, had held her close
in chase.

Forthwith a guard at every gun was placed along
the wall ;

The beacon ® blazed upon the roof of Edgecumbe’s
lofty hall ;€

Many a light fishing-bark put out to pry along the
coast,

And with loose rein and bloody spur rode inland
many a post.

With his white hair unbonneted,” the stout old
sheriff comes ; '

Behind him march the halberdiers;® before him
sound the drums ;

) Castile, the chief kingdom of Spain,

2 Aurigny, Alderney.

8 Van, their foremost division.

4 The Pinta, one of the Spanish vessels.

s Beacon, the watch-fire.

¢ Mount Edgecumbe, forming one side of Plymouth Bay.

7 Unbonneted, without a cap or hat.

8 Halberdiers, men armed with halberts, or poles with axes
at the end,
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His yeomen ! round the market cross make clear an
ample space ;

For there behoves 2 him to set up the standard of
Her Grace.

And haughtily the trumpets peal, and gaily dance
the bells,

As slow upon the labouring wind the royal blazon 3
swells.

Look how the Lion  of the sea lifts up his ancient
crown,

And underneath his deadly paw treads the gay
lilies 3 down.

So stalked he when he turned to flight, on that
famed Picard field,$

Bohemia’s 7 plume, and Genoa’s® bow, and Casar’s ®
eagle shield.

So glared he when at Agincourt in wrath he
turned to bay,

! Yeomen, men in attendance.

2 Behoves him, it is his duty.

3 Royal blazon, the setting forth of the arms of the Queen.

4 The Lion, the crowned lion, which is the crest of the English
arms.

s Lilies, the three lilies, or fleurs-de-lys of France, which
Queen Elizabeth bore on her shield, as all the Kings had done since
Edward III. set up his claim. They would be below the lion.

¢ Picard field, Cregy. (See English History Reading Books,
Part IIL p. 104.)

7 The old king of Bohemia, whose badge was the ostrich
feathers.

8 The archers of Genoa.

* Casar, Charles V., the German Emperor, called Fxiser ot
Cesar, '
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And crushed and torn beneath his claws the
princely hunters lay.

Ho! strike the flagstaff deep, sir Knight : ho! scat-
ter flowers, fair maids :

Ho! gunners, fire a loud salute: ho! gallants,
draw your blades:

Thou sun, shine on her joyously ; ye breezes, waft
her wide;!

Our glorious SEMPER EADEM’ the banner of our
pride.

The freshening breeze of eve unfurled that banuers
massy fold ;

The parting gleam of sunshine kissed that haughty
scroll of gold ;

Night sank upon the dusky beach, and on the
purple sea,

Such nlght in England ne'er had been, nor e'er
again shall be.

From Eddystone to Berwick bounds, from Lynn
to Milford bay,

That time of slumber was as bright and busy as
the day;

For swift to east and swift to west the gha.stly war
flame spread,

High on St. Michael's Mount it shone: it shone on
Beachy Head.

Far on the deep the Spaniard saw, along each
southern shire,

' Wide. See English History Reading Books, Part IIL. p.
146.
# Semper Eadem (Latin), ‘Always the same,’ the Queer’s vaatta.
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Cape beyond cape, in, endless range, those twink-
ling points of fire.

The fisher left his skiff to rock on Tamar’s glitter-
ing waves :

The rugged miners poured to war from Mendip’s
sunless caves:

O’er Longleat’s towers, o'er Cranbourne’s oaks, the
fiery herald flew :

He roused the shepherds of Stonehenge, the
rangers of Beaulieu.

Right sharp and quick the bells all night rang out
from Bristol town,

And ere the day three hundred horse had met on
Clifton down ;

The sentinel on Whitehall gate looked forth into
the night,

And saw o’erhanging Richmond Hill the streak of
blood-red light.

Then bugle’s note and cannon’s roar the death-like
silence broke,

And with one start, and with one cry, the royal
city woke.

At once on all her stately gates arose the answer-
ing fires ;

At once the wild alarum clashed from all her reel-
ing spires;

From all the batteries of the Tower pealed loud
the voice of fear;

And all the thousand masts of Thames sent back
a louder cheer: "



78 REIGN OF ELIZABETH.

And from the furthest wards was heard the rush of
hurrying feet,

And the broad streams of pikes and flags rushed
down each roaring street ;

And broader still became the blaze, and louder
still the din,

As fast from every village round the horse came
spurring in :

And eastward straight from wild Blackheath the
warlike errand went,

And roused in many an ancient hall the gallant
squires of Kent.

Southward from Surrey’s pleasant hills flew those
bright couriers forth ;

High on bleak Hampsteads swarthy moor they
started for the north;

And on, and on, without a pause, untired they
bounded still :

All night from tower to tower they sprang ; they
sprang from hill to hill:

Till the proud peak wunfurled the flag o'er
Darwin’s rocky dales,

Till like volcanoes flared to heaven the stormy
hills of Wales,

Till twelve fair counties saw the blaze on Malvern’s
lonely height,

Till streamed in crimson on the wind the Wrekin’s
crest of light,

Till broad and fierce the star came forth on Ely’s
stately fane,
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And. tower and hamlet rose in arms o'er all the
boundless plain;

Till Belvoir's lordly terraces the sign to Lincoln
sent,

And Lincoln sped the message on o’er the wide vale
of Trent;

Till Skiddaw saw the fire that burnt on Gaunt's
embattled pile,

And the red glare on Skiddaw roused the burghers

of Carlisle,
LOrRD MACAULAY,

[By permission of Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co.]

XiX. THE UNION OF THE CROWNS.

1..QUEEN ELIZABETH had triumphed over all
her enemies, and there was peace throughout her
kingdom ; but she was becoming an aged woman,
and all her glory could not keep sorrow from her.
Lord Leicester-died in the midst of the rejoicings
for the defeat of. the: Armada, and in 1598 she lost
the adviser-on whose counsel she had most relied,
William Cecil, Lord Burleigh. ’

2. His second son, 8ir Robert Cecil, became
her chief adviser, and she had already taken into
high favour the stepson of Leicester, Robert
Devereux, Earl of Essex, a very gallant and brave

young man, who in 1596 actually ook the Sy
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city of Cadiz by a sudden attack with the fleet, and
carried off a huge booty.

[ENGLISH ATTACK ON CADIZ.]

3. Essex was an eager, high-spirited young
man, not willing to loiter away his time X Cow
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in attendance on the Queen, and he persuaded her
to appoint him as Lord Deputy, or Governor of
Ireland. There, however, he did not succeed, and
his doings were so reported to the Queen that she
found great fault with him.

4. Without waiting for orders Essex hurried
home to justify himself, and arriving early in the
morning, he forced his way into the Queen’s
chamber, in his riding dress, with muddy boots,
While she was being dressed. She was very angry
and would not listen to him, but sent out another
Lord Deputy to take his place, and he in his passion
spoke of the Queen as an old woman as crooked
in person as she was in temper.

5. Almost wild with vexation, Essex tried to
raise a tumult in London against the Queen’s
advisers; but this was soon put down, and the
rash young Earl was thrown into the Tower, tried
for treason, and sentenced to death. Long before,
the Queen had given him a ring, bidding him send
it to her if ever he should have any special request
to make of her, and she expected that he would
now use it to obtain his pardon, which she longed
to give. She waited and waited, but the ring never
came to her, and she thought that the Earl was too
proud and sullen to ask any favour from her, so
she signed the warrant for his execution, and he
was beheaded when only thirty-three years old.

6. About eighteen months later the Queen re-
ceived an’ entreaty to come and visit her cousin,toe

Countess of Nottingham, who was sick unto dea¥a.
H. IV, F
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There, it is believed, the dying lady confessed that
Lord Essex had sent the ring by her sister, Lady
Scrope, to be delivered to the Queen, but that it
had been carried to her by mistake, and she, being
the enemy of Essex, had cruelly kept it back. The
Queen was bitterly grieved, and so enraged that
she actually shook the dying woman, and said,
¢ God may forgive you, but I cannot.’

7. The stout heart and high spirit that had
borne so much were broken by this blow. Elizabeth
was seventy years old, and her health was giving
way, and she was never like the same woman again,
She could not eat, and, though restless, grew
weaker and weaker, till at last she could only sit
on a pile of cushions, but she could not bear to go
to bed, and answered sharply to all who persuaded
her.

8. At last she was laid in bed. She was dying,
and who was to reign next? James, King of Scots,
was the right heir, and when he was named, her
attendants thought she raised her hand to her head
in token that she agreed. Then the Archbishop of
Canterbury came and read prayers and psalms,
Whenever he paused she made a sign that he
.should continue ; and thus the great Queen died,
at Richmond Palace, on the 24th of March 1603.

- 9. That instant Lady Scrope dropped a sap-
phire ring out at the window to her brother, Sir
Robert Carey, who was waiting below to know
when the Queen ceased to live ; he rode off, day and

night, to Scotland, so as to be the first to Woring



ACCESSION OF FAMES I. 83

the news to James that he was King of England
as well as of Scotland, and that thus the whole island
of Great Britain would come under one Sovereign.

10. James was the right heir, for his great-grand -
mother, Margaret Tudor, had been the eldest
daughter of Henry VII. He had been bred up
by men who hated the Roman Catholic Church
even more than the English did. So no one could
rightly object to him, and yet there were a few who
did not like the Scots, and who therefore wished to
have as their queen his cousin Arabella Stewart,
the daughter of his father’s younger brother. Sir
Walter Raleigh was accused of being one of these,
and was tried and sentenced, but was kept a prisoner
in the Tower instead. of being put to death.

11. King James was sixth of his name in Scot-
land and first in England. His surname was
Stewart, and his family was called tke House of
Stewart. He had been carefully brought up, and
was full of learning. He could sometimes be very
wise and shrewd in his judgment, but he was very
awkward and ungainly, and said and did such
absurd things that a great French statesman said he
was the wisest fool in all Christendom. He was
very nervous and timid, he could not bear to see a
drawn sword, and wore his clothes padded with
cotton that he might not be stabbed.

12. Altogether he was very unkingly in his looks
and ways, and the English laughed at him when
they compared him with their brave and staxey
Queen Elizabeth ; nor did they like the number ot

F2
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Scotchmen who came to Court with him and
expected all the best places and highest honours.
His Queen was Anne of Denmark, a handsome
graccful person, though not very wise, and they
had three children living, Henry, Elizabeth, and
Charles.

13. The Roman Catholics recollected that he
was their Queen Mary’s son, and hoped he would do
something for them, and the Puritans hoped
that he would put an end to all the forms and
ccremonies they disliked, so that both parties were
disappointed when they found that he had thought
over the matter, and that he intended to keep up the
English Church just as he found it; and to put
down with a strong hand all who differed from it,
one way or the other,

Persons: Sir Robert Cecil—Robert Devereux, Earl of
Essex—James, King of Scots—Arabella Stewart—Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh.

Dates: Capture of Cadiz, 1596—Death of Queen Eliza-
beth, 1603.

XX. REIGN OF JAMES I.

1. THE Parliament was about to meet on the
sth of November, 1605, and the King, James I., was
going to open it, with his young son Henry, Prince
of Wales, by his side. One of the peers, Lord Mount-
esgle, came to the Council on the day before and

said he had received a strange letter, with no name
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to it, warning him not to have anything to do with
that Parliament, for a sudden destruction would
overtake everyone there, yet so that it would not
be known who hurt them. "

[JAMES 1.]

2. There was much guessing what this evil
could be, and the King, whose father had been
killed in a house blown up with gunpowder, thought
that this might be the means of doing the threatened
deed. It was resolved that there should be aseardn



3 KEFIEV CF FAWES K

m the vas™s Bemearh the house at Westminster,
where Parfa—ens was 9 meet

3 Iz these vazlts there was found. im trath, a
mat with 2 cark Fmtern, and FRewtse a mumber of
Barreis of groocwder Hidden uwmder some coals and
fBgrots The man's mame was Gry Fawkes, and
be was known to be 2 Roman Catholic He was
pat to the tocture, after the owel fashion of forcng
people to coofess, by stretchung their limbs on the
rack

4 It soon became kmown that thirteen Roman
Catholic gentlemen had plotted together to take the
Iives of the King and his sor, and of all the Peers and
Commoas by explodinz gunpowder in the cellars
while Parliament was being opened.  In the confu-
sion that would have followed the dreadful disaster,
they meant to seize little Prince Charles, who was
only six years old, and breed him up as a Roman
Catholic, foolishly thinking that they could hold out
against all the famikies and friends of the murdered
gentlemen. Guy Fawkes was to have fired the train.

5. One of these plotters, however, loved his
friend Mounteagle too much to let him perish with
the rest, and thus was the waming given that led
to the discovery. The traitors fled to a house,
where they shut themselves up, but the King’s
troops followed them, and by chance some gun-
powder caught fire and killed several in the very
way they had intended for others. The rest were
taken, and put to death as traitors.

6. James was very vain of having found out
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the plot. He kept a holiday in remembrance of
it,and nothing pleased him better than to be called
the English Solomon. He had really much learn-
ing, and he caused the translation of the Bible,
which had been made in the time of Henry VIII,,
to be looked over and corrected by the very best
scholars in Hebrew and Greek who could be found.

7. James'’s eldest son, Henry, was full of pro-
mise. He was good and devout, and free from his
father’s evil custom of profane swearing. He used
to say that all the sport in the world was not
worth a single oath. He was also very brave and
high-spirited and took great interest in the navy,
going often to Deptford to see the building of the
ships. He would sometimes visit Sir Walter Raleigh
in the Tower, saying he wondered how his father
could keep such a bird in a cage. It was a great
grief toall England when, in 1612, this young prince
died of a fever, when nineteen years old.

8. Sir Walter Raleigh always said that he knew
of a gold mine up one of the rivers in South
America, and he persuaded the King to release
him from the Tower to lead an expedition thither.
He sailed, but he could find no gold, and he let his
people attack and plunder some of the Spanish
settlements. From one of these they were beaten off;
and Sir Walter’s only son was killed in the fight.

9. He came home a sad and broken man, and
he was at once made prisoner again. The Spanish
King complained of his having attacked the
Spaniards in time of peace, and James, who wished
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to be friendly with Spain, caused Raleigh to be
beheaded, not for bad conduct, but on the old
sentence that had been given thirteen years before.

10. The truth was, that James all his life let
himself be led by favourites, to whom he gave silly
nicknames. The last and chief of these favourites
was George Villiers, whom he made Duke of
Buckingham, and who was also a great friend of
Prince Charles. The King used sometimes to call
the Duke, Steenze, because he was like a picture of
St. Stephen, and sometimes his doggze. This name
was given because the Duke used to put the King
in mind when he was rude or awkward, as a dog
might pull a pig by the ear ; and so James let him-
self be called in return dear sow, dad, and gossip.
The young Prince he called Bady Charles.

11. Buckingham was vain and haughty, and
offended the nobles greatly. Besides, the King gave
him far too large gifts. James was always calling
upon his people for money, which Queen Elizabeth,
with her saving ways, had taken care not to do.
Many of the Puritans were also much disappointed
that greater alterations were not made in the wor-
ship in churches, and some of them who had gone
to Holland in the reign of Elizabeth now took
ship and sailed away to North America. They
hoped that in that distant land they would be able
to found a new home for themselves where they
could worship God in the way they preferred.
They are called the Pilgrim Fathers.

12, All the Tudor Kings and Queens had done
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much as they liked with their Parliaments., The
nobles had lest much power and wealth in the
wars of the Roses,and the Commons were willing
to be guided by Henry VIIL, and still more by
Elizabeth, whom they loved and trusted. If they
opposed her, she would give them a scolding, but
she knew how much they would bear, and would
change her plans rather than offend them.

13. But what the Commons had borne from
their Queen, offended them in the Scottish James,
whom they did not like, and who was full of notions
of kingly power and right. No disturbance took
place in his time, but the seed of much future
dissension was sown.

Peysons: James I.- Guy Fawkes—Sir Walter Raleigh—
Heanry, Prince of Wales—Prince Charles—George Villiers,

Dukse of Buckingham—The Pilgrim Fathers.
Date: The Gunpowder Plot, 1605.

XXI. CHARLES I AND' BUCKINGHAM.

1. JAMES I. had all through his reign very
different views from Queen Elizabeth, and instead
of hating Spain and upholding the Protestants
everywhere, he wished to have the Spaniards for
. allies, and was too timid and cautious to take up
arms to help anyone.

2. His daughter Elizabeth was married to a
German prince, called the Elector Palatine of the
Rhine. She was very beautiful, and so charming
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that she was called the Queen of Hearts. The
Protestants of Bohemia, being displeased with the
German Emperor, offered to make the Elector
their King, and she persuaded him to accept
the offer. This brought on a long war between
the Roman Catholics and the Protestants of
Germany, which lasted thirty years, and in which
Elizabeth and her husband lost not only Bohemia,
but their beautiful home at Heidelberg on the
Rhine. King James had warned them that he
would not bring England into trouble to help
them, and he never did anything for them.

3. He wished his son Charles to marry the
sister of the King of Spain, but the Prince
did not like to take a wife without having seen
her, and he and the Duke of Buckingham set
out in disguise for Madrid to make acquaintance
with her. However, they found that it was the
Spanish custom to shut up the royal ladies so
closely that no man could speak to them, and
though Charles made himself known, he was not
allowed to have any conversation with her.

4. Once he climbed over a wall to try to talk
to her, when she was walking in the garden, but
she was frightened, and hastened away. The only
lady to whom he could talk was the young Queen
of Spain, a French princess, and she spoke of her
sister, Henrietta Maria, describing her as very
charming. On his way home, through Paris,
Charles contrived to see Henrietta at a ball, and
admired her so much that he persuaded his father
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to break off the engagement to the Spanish lady,
and ask for the hand of the French one.

5. Just then, however, King James fell iil of an
ague, and died at the end of a fortnight, in the
year 1625. Charles I. became King when he was
in his 25th year, and soon after, Henrietta Maria
was brought to England and married to him. He
loved - her most tenderly all his life, but it was
a great misfortune that she was a Roman Catholic,
for the whole nation dreaded and distrusted her,
doubting what she might lead the King to do.

6. The Duke of Buckingham was also much
disliked, and was thought to have misused the
money that was granted by the State. The Par-
liament was just going to demand an account from
him, when the King came and dissolved it. Then,
as no supplies of money had been granted, the
King tried to obtain it without a grant of
taxes from the House of Commons. There were
means of raising money which had come down
from former times, and had been used by the
Plantagenet and Tudor Kings, and the people
had in those times submitted, but now they had
begun to think whether these customs were just
or not.

7. When in 1628 the King had to call another
parliament, the Commons, chiefly led by 8ir John
Eliot, from Cornwall, drew up what they called
the Petition of Right, and made it understood that
they would grant no taxes, unless it were made
unlawful for the King to demand loans and force



92 REIGN OF CHARLES 1.

people to pay the money, or to keep prisoners shut
up without trial, or to quarter soldiers on private
houses.

8. He consented, much against his will, and

[DEATH OF THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM.]

the money he required was granted, but he after-
wards had Sir John Eliot thrown into prison. The
place was so unhealthy that Eliot died there, and
as he was a good man and greatly respected, this
did much to turn men’s minds against the Kang. N
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fleet was fitted out to help the French Protestants,
who were being besieged at La Rochelle, and the
Duke of Buckingham went to Portsmouth to take
the command. There this favourite was stabbed
to the heart, as he came out of his lodging, by a
man named Felton, who was hanged for the
murder. He apparently had no accomplices, though
all the country rejoiced at Buckingham’s death.

9. After this the King’s chief advisers were
William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, and
Thomas Wentworth, who was made Earl of Straf-
ford. Wentworth had joined in obtaining the Peti-
‘tion of Rights, but he afterwards came over to the
King's side. It was a time when opinions were
very much divided, and there were good honest
men in each party. Some thought it their first duty
to stand up for the Church and the Crown, and
others that they ought to establish the rights of
Englishmen, not to be oppressed, or forced to do
anything against their conscience.

10. Archbishop Laud was striving to get all
the rules in the Prayer-Book fully carried out, and
the fines and punishments, that were enforced for
neglecting them, much enraged the Puritans, who
had always thought that forms and ceremonies
interfered with worshipping in spirit.

11. Lord Strafford was equally busy in keeping
Ireland in order, and in advising the King how to
keep down the people, and to avoid calling
together another Parliament. These two, Laud
and Strafford, had a sort of watldhword ‘betwesn
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them. It was ¢ Zhorough’ and it meant that the
spirit of faction, as they considered it, must be
thoroughly put down. .

12. There was a court called the Star Chamber,
from the starred ceiling of the room where it sat.
Here, since the time of Henry VII,, some of the
King's Council sat to judge persons brought before
them for certain offences, and to sentence them,
sometimes to fines, sometimes to worse punish-
ments. Men who wrote or spoke against the
King were there sometimes condemned to have
their ears cut off, and to stand in the pillory all day,
to be mocked by the mob; and for many other
offences large fines had to be paid, which helped
to fill the treasury.

~ 13. Besides this, ever since King Alfred’s time,

the King had had a right to call on places on
the coast to share in fitting out his navy. The
money raised for this purpose was called Ship
Money, but it had not often been demanded, except
in time of need. However, the King thought it
could be asked for without a Parliament, and so
in 1634 he sent to collect the Ship Money.

14. John Hampden, a Buckinghamshire squire,
believed that it was an unlawful tax, and refused
to pay it. There was a trial, and out of the
twelve judges five were in favour of Hampden and
seven in favour of the King. People were dividing
more and more into two great parties, one for the
King and the other for the Parliament, one for

the Church of England and the other for the
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Puritan reformers, and it was plain that a great
struggle was near at hand. Many of the Scots had
entered into a Covenant not to accept the Prayer-
Book, and were called Covenanters.

Persons : The Elector Palatine of the Rhine—Elizabeth,
‘the Queen of Hearts'—Henrietta Maria, of France—The
Duke of Buckingham—Sir John Eliot—William Laud, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury—Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford
—John Hampden—The Covenanters.

Place : The Star Chamber.

Dates: Death of James I., 1625—The Petition of Right,
1628.

XXII. THE LONG PARLIAMENT.

I. IN 1640 the Scottish Covenanters took up
arms, and it became impossible for King Charles
to avoid calling his Parliament together, for he
was in need of money to subdue them. The
first thing that the Commons did on meeting
was to-impeach! the Earl of Strafford and Arch-
bishop Laud for treason against the laws of the
country, and to send them to the Tower. ’

2. Strafford was brought to trial before the
House of Peers, and defended hlmSelf bravely ;
but he had acted with a high hand; and had taken
little heed of people’s rights, so that all were against
him, and he was condemned to death. Still, as he
had done all for the King’s sake, it was thought
that Charles would save him, and indeed he strove
hard to find some means of so doing, but there was

! To impeach Strafford, to chargs him with misbehanives %
his office,
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a great outcry ; the Queen and her mother declared
that all would be lost if the King did not yield
Strafford up to satisfy the people, and Strafford

[CIIARLES 1.]

himself sent a message to the King telling him
to have no scruple in doing what would serve best
for his own safety.

3. So Charles gave way, and consented to his
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friend’s death. Strafford only said, ‘ Put not your
trust in princes, and prepared to die like a brave
man. The King never ceased to grieve over the
way in which he had deserted his friend.

4. The Parliament then passed an Act to pre-
vent its being dissolved without its own consent,
and to this Act Charles was forced to agree. The
Star Chamber was abolished, and the demand for
Ship Meney declared unlawful. After this many
persons thought that enough had been done, but
there were others in the Parliament who wanted to
cut off more of the King’s power, so as to make
sure of his not taking vengeance on them for what
they had already done.

5. Hearing of these plans, the King determined
to go down to Westminster in person and cause the
five leading members, of whom Hampden was one,
to be arrested. He told the Queen of his plans,
she told one of her ladies, the lady sent word to one
of the five, and by the time the King, with three
hundred armed gentlemen, reached the House, the
five were gone.

6. The King said that since he found the birds
were flown, he desired that they might be delivered
up to him, but the Commons and the people of
London were exceedingly indignant at his attempt
to seize them. When he returned to his coach he
was assailed by cries of ¢Privilege! privilege !’
meaning that it was the privilege of Members of
Parliament only to be arrested by the decree of
their own body. A paper was even thrown into the

H. IV. G
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carriage window with the words, ¢ To your tents, O
Israel.’ _

7. So far from delivering up the five members,
the Parliament demanded an armed guard for its
own protection. They knew that the King would
do his best to undo whatever they did, though his
consent might be wrung from him by force ; and
he, on his side, looked on such forced concessions
as not binding, and thought his royal power a trust
which he was bound to use for his people, and
which he ought to hand on undiminished to his
heirs.  Morcover, he and his Commons had very
different ideas of wh