 INTERESTING NEW HISTORICAL WORK.

Now ready, in 3 vols., small 8vo, with fae-similies of Autographs, &e. price 31s. 6d.
bound,

LETTERS

¥

ROYAL AND ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES

@f Geat Vritain,
ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
Now First éublished ﬁforq the Original HISS.
In the State Paper Oﬁce, British Museum, Tower of London, and other State

Archives : also_from several Private Collections ; and accompunivd
: with Introductory Notices,

BY MARY ANN EVERETT WOOD.

AmrpsT the numerous stores which the antiquarian taste of the present day is
bringing to light, none are fraught with greater interest than colleetions of original
letters, since none so fully illustrate the habits of mind and life, the seeret springs
of action, or the individual peculiarities of the writers.

The object of this work is to lay before the publie, in a form aceessible to the
general reader, a Series of Letters of Royal and Iflustrious British Ladies, begin-
ning from the earliest known records of the kind, and extending over four centuries
and a half,—thus embracing a period during which decumentary lore is the more
valuable from its rarity. It contains letters published, or translated, for the first
time, from most of the Queens of England, commencing with Muiida, Queen of
Henry I, and descending to Queen Mary L

While several of the earlier letters are valuable as antiquarion curiosities, many

_of those of the sixteenth century arve fraught with high historical and biographical

interest.. Those of Catherine of Arragon, addressed to her father Ferdingnd 1L,

- when she was Princess of Wales, which are here presented to the publie tor the

first time in translations from the Spanish holographs, give an insight into her

~sorrows and sufferings during a period in which vothing of her private life has

hitherto been known. In the letters of Mary Tudor, the beautiful daughter of
Henry VIL, much of the mystery of her romantic love-mateh with the Duke off
Suffolk is eleared up ; while those of her sister; Queen Margaret, of Scotland, throw
valluable light npon the history of that country, during the time to which they
relate.

The selections from the correspondence of Ladies of rauk during the reign of
Henry VIIL, are so numerous, that there are fow of the ancient nobility of Evzland
who will not find an ancestress here commemorated.

The letters from the superiors of monastic establishments vividly depiet the state
of conventual life, while a few from persons of less exalted station are oecasionally

introduced, when they serve to elucidate the religious opinivns, literature, or do-
mestic and social habits of the times, ;

HENRY COLBURN, PUBLISHER,
13, GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET, LONDON.
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Preparing for immediate Publication,
Printed and Illustrated uniformly with Miss STRICKLAND’S “ LIVES OF THE
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in small 8vo, price 10s. 6d. each volume,

LIVES OF THE KINGS OF ENGLAND.
BY THOMAS ROSCOE, ESQ.

FPolume the fFivst,

COMPRISING

WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR.

“Waire History is occupied with the public deeds of the great and the mighty of
the earth, and with the consequences which result from them, it is the province of
Biography to explore the peculiarities of individual disposition, character, and way
of thinking ; to study the influence of external circumstances upon these ; to search
out the real motives of actions; to follow its subject into the privacy of domestic
and social life ; and to draw a faithful picture alike of his virtues and his vices, his
excellences and his failings, his passions, propensities, and eccentricities,—in short,
of every trait by which he is distingunished from the rest of mankind.

The reader of observation need scarcely be reminded how often trivial eircum-
stances and expressious afford a clearer insight into the real motives, views,
characters, and dispositions of men than could ever be obtained from the mere
consideration of their public conduct: hence the sagacious biographer, extending
his researches to minute details, may chance to discover truths which elude the eye
of the historian, content with the great outlines of general facts.

The “Lives of the Kings of England,” written with such impressions, must
therefore prove a valuable auxiliary to those readers who, fond of tracing effects up
to their true causes, are desirous of ascertaining the real share contributed by each
of the British Sovereigns to those results which have conferred on our country and
nation their present proud pre-eminence in power, prosperity, freedom, and glory.
To such as seek amusement only, they cannot fail fo be equally acceptable, as a
connected record of the sayings and doings of personages, many of them ranking
foremost as models of chivalry, and most enjoying the bighest renown among the
politicians and the warriors of their own time, The series commences with the
Norman Conquest, when History begins to shake off the legends which cling to
ber when narrating the lives of even the most eminent of the Anglo-Saxon
monarchs, and which are still strikingly exemplified in the sculptured frieze in the
chapel of Edward the Confessor, in Westminster Abbey.

It may not be improper to remark that the work will form an almost necessary
companion and complement to that in which the “ Lives of the Queens of England”
are related by the felicitous pen of Miss Agnes Strickland, with the peculiar grace
of her own sex, and the vigour of the other.

HENRY COLBURN, PUBLISHER,
13, GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET, LONDON.

AcEnTs: for Scotland, BELL AND Braprure, Edinburgh; for Ireland, JomN
Cummnng, Dublin,
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