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PREFACE

to undertake the task of writing a Life of his brother,

John Maynard, I was fully conscious of the serious
difficulties with which I should be confronted. Maynard Keynes
made contributions to the theory of economics which have had
great influence, and was playing an important part in public
affairs during the period immediately before his death. In regard
to both these activities it may be said that the time has not yet
come when we can form a final estimate; we need a longer
perspective. This objection to an early Life is certainly a weighty
one. There appeared to me to be considerations which out-
waighed it.

Kcynes’ contributions to the theory of economics tended to be
closely related to his practical proposals, and these in turn were
also influenced by his general philosophy. An understanding of
the background of his thought is indispensable for a correct inter-
pretation of his conclusions. Furthermore, I venture to think
that those who come after will be interested in Keynes, not only
on account of his teachings and influence, but also for what he
was in himself. If I am right in supposing that he was one of the
greatest Englishmen of his age, then it is expedient that an attempt
should be made to bring together all the varied aspects of his
character and interests into a single biography.

Once that is granted, it follows that there is some need for
haste. There are relevant matters of which there is no published
record. Many of those who knew Keynes well in his early days
may have passed from the scene in ten or twenty years from now.
If I have made mistakes of emphasis in regard to economic theory
or historical events, through lack of sufficient perspective, these
can be corrected by future students. My task has been to save
them from mistakes, which there would later be no one to correct.
I cannote«conceive how a future student, however conscientious
and able, who had had first-hand knowledge neither of Keynes
nor of the intellectual circles which formed his environment,
could fail to fall into grievous errors of interpretation. It is my
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vi JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES

hope that at least some of these may be rendered impossible by
this book.

An objection of a more trivial kind which occurred to me was
the fact that I am an Oxford man. There are in Cambridge
economists of high standing who were naturally in closer contact
with Keynes than I. There is something to be said for the relative
detachment of an Oxford observer; his attention is inevitably
struck by certain features in the Cambridge scene, good or bad,
which a Cambridge man would overlook because he took them
for granted. In further extenuation I would add that I spent a
term in Cambridge studying under Keynes, that I have main-
tained fairly regular contact since, and that I am conscious of
owing much to Cambridge. Oxford has its own glorics and
precious qualitics which are unique; on the purely intellectual
planc I tended in my carly years to feel a closer aflinity with
Cambridge.

One of my senior colleagues recently remarked to me that he
supposed that my book would be in the nature of an encomium.
Throughout my labours, 1 have set it steadily before me as my
objective, to present all materials which would enable the reader
to form a balanced judgment. In one respect I rest comfortably
in the confidence that my book contains too little, not too much,
praise. In a man of genius, of intense individuality, alive in every
pore, there is a vital spirit which no biography can portray. If
any rcader is impressed by my representation, I can assure him
that he would have becen much more impressed by the man
himself. No words can recapturc the living essence.

In regard to his faults, I am not conscious of any suppression.
Criticisms have been made by the malicious or ill-informed which
have no foundation in fact. At various points in the pages that
follow I have drawn attention to failings, and I believe that in one
passage or another I have made reference to all that are well
authenticated. .

One cause of embarrassment has been the necessity to refer to,
and even to give character sketches of, living persons. In so far
as their qualities affected Keynes, they are part of his story. My
observations on living people have been made without their
permission ; any other course would have made mye task im-
possible. I would ask the reader to remember that when some
character walks across these pages, I have only referred to qualities
or actions which in°some way influenced Keynes; these may have
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been governed by the peculiar conditions of the incidents which
brought them into contact with one another, and may have been
quite uncharacteristic or unimportant in relation to the life of the
individual in question considered as a whole.

I hope that I have not done damage to any reputation!
Only in regard to one case have I any uneasiness. Bv a chapter
of accidents a distinguished American came into sharp conflict
with Keynes in the final phase and played a part which is bound
to appear unsympathetic to the reader. It would be impertinent
and beyond my competence to attempt an assessment of his
career as a whole ; I will only say that to the best of my knowledge
he is a man of most distinguished gifts, who has served his country
notably and may yet render still greater service. Despite thcir
difference, Keynes continued to think well of him and to wish
him well. *

Reference to the living has also involved me in a stylistic
embarrassment: I have chosen to usc the past tense, on the
ground that I am only concerned with the attributes of people as
they were during Keynes’ life and as they affected him. Their
survival, however welcome, is irrelevant to my story. Thus if the
reader finds the words “ X was a clever man *, he must not infer
either that X is dead or that he has, in my judgment, ceased to be
clever!

Another colleague expressed astonishment when I told him
that I had written more than a third of the book and was in fact
dealing with the year 1919. ““I should have thought that that
would have been your first chapter,” he replied; “ no one had
heard of Keynes before 1919.” In fact Kcynes did work of no
little importance before that year. I confess, however, that I have
been at pains to dwell at some length on the formative period,
for it is preciscly here that materials can be provided which will
be inaccessible to the future historian. Early influences remained
of great importance throughout Keynes’ life.

Many of those who worked with him — not his intimate
personal friends — have informed me that they detected what
they deemed an improvement in his character, a progress from a
sharply critical and intolerant attitude to grcater mellowness.
No doubt there was such a development. It is perhaps natural
for a man of great powers to enter upon life with ardent enthusiasm
and intolerance of the follies of his contemporaries and a certain
measurt of arrogance, and to become jn dhe course less self-
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opinionated and more comprehending. The first set of attributes
enables him to make a place for himself in the world, and the
second to use it wisely. Yet the early phase may be as essential a
part of the nature of the whole man as the later, and may be quite
as creditable. Virtues are relative to the environment; in one’s
youth it may be right to be intransigent in the advocacy of one’s
own beliefs. I confess to retaining a certain affection for the early
Keynes; I suppose that when I first knew him, he may be
reckoned to have been in the later part of his early phase. His
passionate espousal of good causes, his fierce and obliterating
contempts, his supreme confidence in the powers of his own
reasoning — I see all these as splendid attributes in the young
knight-errant; I would not have wished him otherwise. If we
are to understand him as a whole — and this applies to his char-
acter as well as to his economic doctrines — we must not view
him at one point of time, but as evolving throughout his life, not
replacing imperfection by perfection, but adapting himself to the
successive functions he had to fulfil. I hope that the reader will
feel that I have becn justified in dwelling at soge length on the
earlier phases.

In expressing my debts of gratitude, which are many and
weighty, it is more than usually necessary to give a warning that
none of those whom I shall mention as having helped me are
responsible for the interpretation or emphasis that I have given.
In covering a vast field, partly undocumented, I have had to
rely much upon my own judgment, not only in regard to Keynes
himself, but also in regard to those whose careers affected his. I
have sought out the best authorities and endcavoured to follow
them; I have not at every point been able to do so. Intensive
and continued study of his published work and of his vast collec-
tion of papers — he was something of a hoarder — has given
me the sense that I do for the moment know more about his mind
than anyone else. In the interpretation of his motives on a par-
ticular occasion, I have sought to bring to bear all my collateral
knowledge, and it has sometimes happened that I have felt com-
pelled to prefer my judgment to that of one who had more direct
knowledge of the occasion in question.

First and foremost, thanks must be rendered to his mother,
Mrs. Keynes, not only for her tireless efforts to assist me in my
labours, but also for her lifelong zeal in preserving letters and other
papers relating to her son’s career. The newspaper cutting$, which
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she pasted in, occupy 34 large volumes. She has allowed me to see
the great mass of letters written by her son to herself and to her
husband, the late Dr. J. N. Keynes. She has been through this
book, first in typescript, then in galley proof, and made many
corrections on small points of fact and helpful suggestions. Now
in her ninctieth year, she has retained a memory of youthful fresh-
ness and a wise judgment. In those few cases where she has
wished for a change of emphasis, she has always willingly left the
matter to my final decision. It may be surmised that these finc
qualities, which have proved so invaluable to the biographer, also
played their part in encouraging and helping her son in his career,
which she always followed with an intclligent interest.

Lady Keynes, Maynard’s widow, has heen kinaness itself.
She has allowed me to use her diawing-room as my workshop, she
has given me access to all papers, she has hclped me in a nurmber
of other material ways, and often given me good cheer on my
progress by words of encouragement. It should be recorded,
however. that I have not had her assistance in the actual composi-
tion of the narrative which follows; statements relating to the
Russian Ballet, or to the many other matters of which she had
cognisance, do not have the benefit of her confirmation.

Mr. Geoffrey Keynes (brother) has given me access to all
materials and helped in every possible way, and he and Mrs. A. V.
Hill (sister) have read through the galley proofs.

These have also been read by Mr. R. F. Kahn. He is a high
authority on the development of Keynes' thought on ¢conomics
during the crucial period . It was a great source of
comfort to me 1o have my account subjected to his
careful scrutiny, and 1 am grateful for o number of valuable
suggestions. It must not be inferred that he would endorse my
distribution of emphasis in the work as a whole.

For the sake of economy in what has been a very laborious
task, I have, on occasions when I had documentary evidence or
first-hand knowledge, omitted to consult certain prime author-
ities. In the field of pure economic doctrine another principle has
also been at work. Keynes’ views have for many years constituted
an important part of my mental life, and I have discussed them
over ard over again with many experts. I accordingly judged
that the best result would be achieved in a biography, which has
to be very selective in its treatment of pure theory, if I put on
pape? my mature views without a fresh rourd of discussion, Itis
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proper therefore that 1 should supplement my record of direct
indebtedness by mentioning certain high authorities, whom 1
have not used as sources in chief in writing this Life (although
some of them have helped me on ancillary matters), but with
whom I have had discussions in earlier years — for the develop-
ment of Keynes’ economic thought in the ’twenties, Professor
D. H. Robertson, for the ’'thirties Mrs. (Joan) Robinson,
Mr. P. Sraffa, Professor E. A. G. Robinson and Professor
J. E. Meade.

Next I must express my thanks to Mr. Duncan Grant and
Mr. and Mrs. Clive Bell. I have spent more than one week-end
in their house, gossiping about times past and reviving old
memories. This was a part of my work which I enjoyed most.
They have supplied valuable information and corrected my
thoughts when they went astray. In this connection, however, I
should mention that I have not relied primarily on these visits, or
indeed upon any recent talks with Keynes' “Bloomsbury™ friends,
for the impressions which 1 have put on paper. By good luck,
through certain Oxford friends, and quite independently of Keynes,
I was brought into touch with a number of members of the
‘ Bloomsbury » circle when I was a young man in the “twenties.
They made a sharp and indelible impression on my mind. This
section of my book has something of the character of an auto-
biography, being an attempt to give form to the impressions which
1 received twenty-five years ago. My account is certainly a
fragmentary and imperfect one, but it is first-hand. I have,
however, been helped by having heen allowed to rcad the large
two-way correspondence between Keynes and Mr. Duncan Grant
and Mrs. Bell.

To Mr. James Strachey I am grateful for permitting me to
sec and use letters which passed between his brother, Lytton
Strachey, and Keynes, and for hclping me in a number of
ways. Keynes, Mr. James Strachey and I agreed at least on one
point — our profound admiration for Lytton Strachey. Posterity
will be able to judge one side of his genius from his written works.
There was also another side — a certain quality, highly individual,
exciting, strangely compelling, yet elusive, which was manifested
in conversation with his friends. This quality, which created a
great impression at the time, will probably never be conveyed to
future generations — unless we have some yet unknown writer of
genius among us. My own task has been limited to putting‘down
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to the best of my ability what seemed relevant to Keynes’ great
friendship with him. Mr. James Strachey has helped me in many
ways, but is by no means responsible for what I have said ahout
his brother.

Next I must thank Professor Lionel Robbins, who has read
through the last four chapters and been good enough to write
out many pages of detailed comments upon them and to spend
many hours with me discussing these matters. I owe a great deal
to him. I must also thank Lord Brand and Mr. Frank Lee, who
have read through these four chapters and helped me with their
observations. 1 had the privilege of an interview with Field-
Marshal the Rt. Hon. J. C. Smuts, who has subsequently read
through Chapters VII and VIII and given me the benefit of his
views upon them. MTr. Richard Braithwaitc saw the first version
of my two sections on Probability and saved me from a number of
mistakes - - he may still think that my final version contains some !
Mr. John Ryan has rcad through Chapter X, scction 2 (on the
Gotton Industry).

I must express thanks to Mr. J. R. Sargent (Christ Church).
who has made laborious statistical calculations for me in conncc-
tion with the French estimates on damage in the First World
War and with Post-War Credits.

I am grateful to the Provost and Fellows of King’s College for
bearing with me on frequent visits and for many other kindnesses.
Perhaps T should here mention the greatest kindness of all: when
I came as a stranger from Oxford in 1922, Sir John Sheppard, not
yet Provost, and the other Fellows welcomed me and made me
feel completely at home in my new surroundings. But for the
quite unusual warmth of their hospitality, I might have failed to
maintain my continuing connection with King’s, and this book
might never have been written.

I am grateful to the Treasuty for having allowed me to inspect
the official records of Lord Keynes’ work in the department, and
to publish certain extracts from them, and for the promptness with
which it has tended to my needs. It has, however, no respon-
sibility for, and would not necessarily endorse, the conclusions
which I have drawn from the study of these papers.

I am grateful also to the Rockefeller Foundation for having
provided me with a timely supply of dollars, thus enabling me to
make a longer stay in the United States than would otherwise
have heen possible. Had it not been for this generosity I should
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inevitably have been much less well equipped to write the four
concluding chapters of this book.

Many others have helped me. It would make an excellent
“ parlour game ” to place the names of those I wish to thank in
their true order of merit. Some have borne with me through
several interviews, some have written notes for my guidance. The
quality of the testimony given would have to be balanced against
its quantity. I have included the name of one with whom I only
had talk for a few minutes ; her evidence was so crisp and lucid
that it enabled me to make up my mind about a point on which
I had long been in doubt, and on which many witnesses had given
conflicting testimony. It seems better to arrange the names in
alphabetical order and express my heartfelt thanks to the following:

Professor F. E. Adcock, Sir John Anderson, Mrs. Bagenal,
Mr. T. Balston, Mr. Cyril Beaumont, Professor Sir J. D. Beazley,
Lady Violet Bonham-Carter, Mrs. Harold Bowen, Madame
Bussy, Mr. Arthur Cole, Messrs. Angus and Douglas Davidson,
Mr. R. H. Dundas, Mr. O. T. Falk, Mr. C. R. Fay, Mr. David
Garnctt, Miss Mary Glasgow, Mr. C. W. Quillcbaud, Lord
Halifax, Mr. W. H. Haslam, Professor R. G. Hawtrey, Professor
Agnes Headlam-Morley, Sir Hubert and Lady Henderson,
Mr. Norman Higgins, Sir Arthur Hobhouse, Mr. W. H. Hope-
Jones, Sir Richard Hopkins, Lord Layton, Mr. 8. G. Lubbock,
Mr. and Mrs. Desmond MacCarthy, Sir Andrew MacFadyean,
Mr. A. Mackworth-Young, the Revd. Basil Maine, the late
Sir Henry Marten, Mr. Kingsley Martin, Mr. J. C. Masterman,
Professor H. O. Meredith, Mr. M. Montagu-Nathan, Mr. A. N. L.
Munby, Sir Otto Niemeyer, Mr. W. M. Page, Mr. Alwyn Parker,
Lord Perth, Professor A. C. Pigou, Dr. J. Plesch, Professor D. H.
Robertson, Professor E. A. G. Robinson, Mr. A. Rose, Mr. G.
Rylands, Mr. F. C. Scott, Sir J. T. Sheppard, Mr. S. Sidney-
Turner, Field-Marshal J. C. Smuts, Professor W. J. H. Sprott,
Mr. R. Stone, the Misses Marjorie, Pernel and Philippa Strachey,
Mr. B. W. Swithinbank, Mr. G. M. Trevelyan, Mr. R. Trouton,
Sir David Waley, Mr. Dudley Ward, Professor Geoffrcy Webb,
Sir Charles Webster, Mr. G. Winthrop Young, Mr. Leonard
Woolf. And on the American side: Professor J. W. Angell,
Mr. A. Berle, jun.,, Mr. E. M. Bernstein, Mr. W. Chatfield-
Taylor, Mr. W. L. Clayton, Mr. Frank Coe, Mr. Ben Cohen,
Mr. E. G. Collado, Mr. Oscar Cox, Mr. Lauchlin Currie,
Mr. Marriner Eccles, Mr. Herbert Feiss, Justice F. Frankfurter,
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Mr. W. Gardner, Mr. E. A. Goldenweiser, M. Camille Gutt,
Professor Alvin Hansen, Professor S. E. Harris, Mr. H. Hawkins,
Mr. Quentin Keynes (nephew), Mr. R. C. Leffingwell, Mr. A. F.
Luxford, Mr. A. Maffry, Professor D. McCord Wright, Mr. Henry
Morgenthau, Mr. Norman Ness, Mr. R. Opie (who has to be
reckoned on this side now), Mr. L. Pasvolsky, Mrs. F. D. Roose-
velt, Mr. A. Sachs, Mr. W. S. Salant, Mr. Walter Stewart, Professor
J. Viner, Chief Justice F. M. Vinson, Professor J. H. Williams,
and Mr. J. H. Willits.

These are my living authorities. My documentation has
mainly consisted of Keynes’ own papers. I will forbear to mention
the large mass of literature which I have consulted, with one
exception, namely, the admirable books on the Russian Ballet by
Mr. Cyril Beaumont.

I am grateful to Mr. Geoffrey Winthrop Young for having
written out for me and allowed me to use a description of Keynes
when he was a boy at Eton (Ch. i, 3), to Mr. E. A. G. Robinson
fqr two extracts from his obituary notice of Keynes in the Economic
Journal (Ch. iv, 1 and Ch. xi, 1), to Colonel Terence Maxwell for
having allowed me to publish letters by the late Mr. Austen
Chamberlain (Ch. iv, 3 and Ch. vi, 3), to Mrs. Brooksbank for
having allowed me to inspect the diary of her brother, Sir Basil
Blackett, and to publish certain extracts from it (Ch. vi, 1), to Sir
Frederick Kenyon (for the British Academy), Sir Richard Hopkins
and Sir Otto Niemever for having allowed me to publish extracts
from the obituary noticc in the Proceedings of the British Academy
(Ch. vi, 1), to M1. Alwyn Parker for his account of a character
sketch of Keynes by the late Sir Eyre Crowe (Ch. vi, 3), to Mrs,
Allyn Young for having dug out an important letter from Keynes
to her late husband (Ch. viii, 1), to the Provost of King’s and
Mr. Hugh Durnford for the extract from the King’s College
brochure on Keynes (Ch. x, 3), to Mr. Walter Lippmann for
allowing.mec to publish a letter by him (Ch. xi, 1) and to Professor
Lionel Robbins for having allowed me to publish extracts from
his Journal (Ch, xiii. 4).

I am grateful to Mr. E. M. Bernstein for having given me
access to the files of the International Monetary Fund, and
allowed.me to spend some days working there; to Mr. Kingsley
Martin for having allowed me to work for scveral days at a desk
in the offices of the New Statesman ; to Sir Philip Hendy for having
supplicd me with a list of the works purchared at the Degas sale
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(1917); to Mr. Geoffrey Crowther for letting me inspect the
Minute Book of the Tuesday Club; and to Mr. Ralph Partridge
for the photograph of Lytton Strachey.

Mr. Dundas, Keynes’ old friend of Eton days, came into
service and applied his meticulous scrutiny to my galley proofs.
I am grateful also to M1. H. Dobell, who volunteered to place his
exceptional gifts at my disposal at the page-proof stage. Mrs.
Stephens, who was Keynes’ secretary for twelve years, spent more
than a year on the heroic task of getting his papers into order
before I appeared on the scene. She also typed the book, kept
track of the numerous successive corrections in the various copies
and performed the same service at the galley-proof stage. I am
grateful to my wife for her continuing encouragement and for
taking the hardest share in constructing the index.

R. F. HARROD

Curist GAURCH, OX1ORD
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CHAPTELER I

HOME AND ETON

1

OHN MAYNARD KRFYNEs! was boin on 5th June 1883, at
JG Harvey Road, a solid, roomy Victorian house in a quiet Cam-

bridge street. His parents, who survived him,? continued to ive
there throughout his sixty-three years. During all his active and,
at times, terupestuous career in the realms of thought and practical
affairs, he was able to return to this house, (ull of fond memories,
and to his parents, whom he loved. They were loving parents;
they also had qualitics of intellectual cminence and personal dis-
tinction, so that, great man as he was, he did not outgrow them.
His roots were deep in 6 Harvey Road, which embodied the stable
values of the civilisation in which he was bred.

In 1883 his father, John Newille Keynes, was a young Cam-
biidge don of rising 1eputation as a lecturer 1n logic and political
economy and as an administiator. Life was full of plcasant
activity and of the promise of good things to come. His gified
wife, Florence Ada, was destined to make her own mark 1n local
affairs and with her pen, and had tact and sagacity which cnabled
her to be an unfailing support to her son. On g4th February
1885 Margaret was born, and on 25th Maich 1887, Geoffrev.
Here was a happy, late-Victorian family, living in moderate
circumstances but solid comfort, the house well staffed with
domestic servants, the passing days full of activity and the future
secure.

In Cambridge, the pulse of hifc beat stiongly. 1he home of
ancient traditions, which still flourished, it was a progressive
placc; its pre-eminence in the natural sciences ensuired that, The
social sciences also were gaining recognition. University reforms
were under wav. There was the problem of the rclation of the
University to the Colleges. The provision of lectures had been
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reorganised, the curricula revised. Cambridge was throwing out
tentacles over the country through her system of extension
lectures and external examinations; John Neville Keynes was
at this time assistant secretary to the * Syndicate for local examina-
tions and lectures ’. There was the unfolding drama of the
advent of women to Cambridge and their admission to lectures,
examinations and other privileges. Henry Sidgwick had been
the hero in that story; he was also the hero of the Keynes
family. He seemed to embody many of the virtues of the great
Victorian age. His resignation of bis Fellowship at Trinity on
grounds of religious doubt had been an important landmark in
the struggle for the abolition of religious tests at the University.
His combination of eminence as a philosopher, personal integrity,
free thinking, and tircless attention to the small details of Univer-
sity reform, madc him a typical Victorian of the time; and how
should he not be dear to the heart of the Keyneses, since Mrs.
Keynes had been one of the early pupils at Newnham, whosc
inception owed so much to him? Their attitude towards him,was
almost onc of veneration. We shall see that Maynard, in his
adult years, came to hold « somewhat different view — a change
typical of the transition fiom the late Victorian oudlook to that
of the twenticth century.

If Cambridge combined a deep-rooted traditionalism with a
lively progressiveness, so too did England.  She was in the strongly
upward trend of her material development; her overseas trade
and investment were still expanding ; the great pioneers of social
reform weie already making headway in educating public opinion.
On the basis of her hardly won, but now solidly established,
prosperity, the position of the British Empire scemed unshakable.
Reforms would be within a fiamework of stable and unquestioned
social values. There was ample elbow-toom for experiment
without danger that the main fabric of our ecconomic well-being
would be destroyed. It is true that only a minority enjoyed the
full fruits of this well-being ; but the consciences of the leaders of
thought were not unmindful of the hardships of the poor. There
was great confidence that, in due course, by careful management,
their condition would be improved out of recognition. The
stream of progress would not cease to flow. While the reformers
were most earnestly bent on their purposes, they held that there
were certain strict rules and conventions which must not be
violated ; secure and stable though the position scemed, there
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was a strong sense that danger beset any changes. In the period
that followed, some of the rules came to seem absurd and the fears
and hesitations groundless. The life of Keynes lies athwart these
two periods ; in his own thoughts he passed through the transition,
and, indeed, he ¢ontributed much to it. Those who live half a
century later, in a period when the tempo of progress has increased
but the world is full of perils, may wonder whether all the old
conventions were in fact completely foolish and the Lesitations
groundless. Have we yet devised good new rules to replace the
old rules? This is a problem on which study of the development
of Keynes’ thought <hould throw light.

Cambridge was an important constituent of England. She
trained a large proportior of those destined to guide public
opinion and to execute policy. There were personal links Letween
the University and those high in public affairs; Mrs. Henry
Sidgwick was herself the dister of Mr. Balfour, who became
Prime Minister. Thus Cambridge, where Keynes spent his
childhood, was an active, purposeful place. With her strong
traditionalism, her security, her carnestness, she was an cpitome
of England. Reform, in the larger, as in the smaller, sphere, was
to be achicved primarily and puincipally by the discussion of
intelligent people. In all vital matters their view would prevail.
Public opinion would be wisely guided. The existing stability,
the need none the less for caution in advance, and the certainty
that advances on a cumulative scale would be achieved, were
taken for granted. They were the presuppositions of life, and
the justification ali' * of one’s work and one’s leisure.  Pleasures
could be sipped with a clear conscience.  Were not all good men
day by day cnsuring throvgh their efforts that in duc course
those pleasures would be wirtely diffuced and multiplied ?

If I achieve my purpose, the life-work of Keynes will be scen,
in part, as an expression of this Cambridge civilisation, both in
its stability and self-confidence and in its progressiveness. Will
that life-work in due course have i be regarded as a splendid
afterglow of a civilisation fast disappearing, or may it perhaps
he a link between one phase  British civilisation and the next,
stretching across a period of confusion and uncertainty ?

Keynes’ make-up would qualify him to be such a link. His
mind was keenly receptive, and the events through which he lived
made sharp and immediate impressions upon it. Hc became
aware of changes in contemporary thought gnd contemporary
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practice as soon as they occurred. That was why, to those who
had met him two or three times only, or had dipped into his
writing without deep study, he presented a chameleon-like appear-
ance. It was the chop and change of our age which they saw
reflected in him, before they had had the wit io appreciate its
significance themselves. But beneath this appearance of variability
was a continuity of thought and purpose, which may be traced
back 1o early influences. He continued to value those elements in
our civilisation which he had been brought up to value as a boy.
Just because he was so quickly aware of new forces which might
serve to disrupt this civilisation, he fclt how urgently needful it
was for us to adapt ourselves without delay to the changes procecd-
ing. If time were wasted, much might be lost beyond recovery.
His mind was constantly seeking new methods of accommodation,
new recipes. .

The First World War did much to undermine the stable and
secure conditions of the British Empire and the presuppositions
of 6 Harvcy Road. As time went on, Keynes had to rely more
and more on his own resources in devising policies he could
support. On the one side were those of conservative temperament
who did not understand the extent to which adaptatign was neces-
sary if old values were to be preserved in the new environment.
On the other side were those who had little 1egard for the old
values. To many of the former, Keynes may have seemed a
mischicvous radical ; many of the latter, while welcoming him
for his modernity, failed, to a large extent, to understand the
purport of his message, lacking his presuppositions.  Not all
Englishmen fell into these two categories ; he had many followers,
who understood fairly well what he was about; his legacy re-
mains with us. In what follows, some attempt will be made to
interpret it.

Meanwhile, across the waters, there was a civilisation in which
the old self-confidence remained and was nourished .by its own
successes and growth of power. The American civilisation is
widely difterent from that of Harvey Road. On the material
side one may perhaps put down thc combination of modest,
unostentatious living with ample domestic service and domestic
comforts as the basis of cultured life of the old Bsitish type.
Intellectual Cambridge may have had its counterpart in the
United States; but it cannot be decmed to have resembled the
more usual Amenican pattern. Keynes was not predisposed to
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admire the American way of life. Later influences, strongly and
typically British, coming from his circle of Bloomsbury friends,
made him still less predisposed to take a kindly view of American
civilisation. And yet it was destined to happen that, when he
crossed the Atlantic repeatedly, amid the grim and terrible
circumstances of the Second World War, to discuss affairs of the
utmost gravity, he found something that he had long missed in
Britain. He found there men who had retained their intellectual
poise, men of strong conviction, men who had their settled pre-
suppositions, which, albeit not the same as those of Harvey Road,
were first cousins to them, men who believed that by rational
discussion one could plan and achicve reform and carry forward
the progress of mankind.

Britain had, in the interval, hecome somewhat <catter-brained ;
events had ‘moved too quickly for her, and mo-t of her leading
men had lost their grip. The continued security and prosperity
of America had sustained that purposefulness, that sclf-confidence
and that faith that the reasonable colution can he made to prevail
which were the characteristics of Jate Victorian England, and
which, because of Maynard Keynes’ terrific innate mental vigour,
had, despite all the storms, remained characteristic of him. And
so it happened that he came at long last to appreciate that the
United States was also a great civilisation.  Close co-operation
was possible, almost easy.

Will these two nations continue in a joint endeavour for pro-
gress and reform on a world-wide scale? Did Keynes reach a
point of view in this matter, as in so many others, in which his
fellow-countrymen will follow him? Will the positive achieve-
ments of Bretton Woods endure and proliferate? Or will the
heroic efforts of his last days prove vain?

When at Eton, Keynes, perhaps spurred by emulation of his
distinguished compeers, devoted some time to tracing his family
ancestry. ‘There is a tree drawn out in his hand, which is headed
“ William dc Keynes, 1066 . A good beginning! One may
conjure up the image of a louy line of Keyneses who, hehind the
scenes on which puppet Plantagenets and Tudors played their
parts, were in effect ruling the country all the while! At 1066
the correct spelling was Cahagnes, a place in Vire, Normandy.
The modern spelling, Keynes, first occurs in 1300, and Kaynes in
tie reign of King John. They did not rule thc country! But
they were for several centuries persons of considerable substance,
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and may be traced in local names, such as Horsted-Keynes and
Milton-Keynes. One line had estates in Sussex which included
Tilton, of which Maynard obtained a life tenancy in order to
make it his country home, without previously knowing of its
conncction with the family.! The Keyneses showed their pro-
clivity to intellectual independence by remaining Catholics in
the sixtcenth and seventeenth centuries, and thcreby they lost
much of their position.> Maynard’s grandfather lived at Salis-
bury, first as a manufacturer and then as a nurseryman. He
prospercd considerably, and bred and exhibited many new
varicties of flowers. He married, as his second wife, Anna Neville
of the Essex family of that name, and of that marriage John
Neville, born in 1853, was the only child.

John Neville was cducated at Amersham Hall School and
University College, London, and having obtained @ scholarship
in mathematics at Pembroke College, Cambridge, was * Senior
Moralist > in 1875 and was awarded a Fellowship at Pembroke in
1876.3 Six years later he marricd Florence Brown, onc of the oarly
Newnham students.  She was a daughter of a well-known Con-
gregationalist divine, John Brown, who was the migister for thirty
years of Bunyan’s chapel at Bedford, the author of an authoritative
life of Bunyan and of other works on the history of puritanism,
and reccived a doctorate from the University of Yale. One of
his sons, Sir Walter Langdon-Brown, became Regius Professor
of Physic in Cambridge. Maynard claimed to be the first son
of the marriage of a Cambridge Tellow with a member of
Newnham.

Seven months after the happy event of Maynard’s birth,
Neville Keynes published the first edition of his book on Formal
Logic. This underwent successive revisions until the edition of
1906. It is a notable work : thorough, lucid and authoritative,
and may well attain a permanent place in the history of thought.
It is an exposition of the system of deductive logic, of which
Aristotle was the inventor and which for some twenty-two

¥ Tl:u- samc ancestor who owned property at Tilton also acquired property in
the par:lsh of Barton, of which King's was tithe-owner. Maynard, as bursar, took an
active interest in this church, while probably unconscious of its connection with his
family. -

_ * For a full account of the Keynes pedigree and also of Maynard’s ancestors on
his mother’s side, sce Gathering up the Threads, by F. A. Keynes. Publ. Heffer & Sons,
1950.

3 He was also awarded a Fellowship at University College, London, whi#h he held
for life without stipend.
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centuries has constituted the main part of what teachers and
scholars have understood by logic. It carried a stage further
the work of the ninetecnth-century inasters— Mill, De Morgan,
Jevons and Venn. It appcared on the eve of that great dis-
placement which has been caused by the rapid and spectacular
development of ‘ mathematical logic”. The practitioners of
this new branch claim that old deductive logic is now dead and
buried.

A final verdict cannot yct be given. Maynard, who promoted
or was associated with so many great changes of thought and
practice in his time, was also a close and interested spectator of
this more recondite but very fundamental change in our theory
of the principles of human thought. The condition of logical
studics has not yet rcached a new equilibrium. Few now doubt
that the mathematical logicians have achieved a mighty synthesis,
which will not be challenged in esseutials and has far-reaching
implications. But the new system, imprisoned, as in a manner
it s, in its own symbolism, fails to answer satisfactorily many
philosophical problems about deductive thought. Neville Keynes’
book has a sure place as the most complete and polished exposition
of the old system. It is still commonly used as a text-book in
Cambridge, and still often recommended, when teachers in the
sister university overcome their insularity, for reading in Oxford.
It is likely that, when the study of thought as such recovers its
wind after the formidable impact of the symbolists, many of the
lines of enquity w ‘ich we find in Neville Keynes' treatise will
be taken up again for turther development.

One of the dosest friends of the family was the logician W. E.
Johnson. By comparison vith the gracousness and warmth of
John Neville, Johnson appeared to many to be rather a dry stick.
But he had his charm for those whe knew him well; G. K
Chesterton was a great friend, and, when he came on onc of his
periodic visits, there was no lack of fun in the Johnson home.
To the noticc by Professor Broad in the Proceedings of the British
Academy, Maynard contributed a description :

He used, when I was a child, regularly to lunch at Harvey Road
with my father, I should think almost once a week. My father was
then writing a bnok on logic [strictly, this should be, revising his
book], which would frequently be a matter of discussion. They
seemed to me in those days to sit endlessly uver the meal, and I
would be in a fidget to be allowed to get up antl go. His voice and
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manner were quite unchanged in my memory from those days,
more than forty years ago, up to the end of his life.

Maynard remembered his fidgets as a little boy; but it is
recalled that when he was no longer quite such a little boy he
used to join in the argument between his father and Johnson.
Unbhappily, we do not know what precisely the arguments were
about or which side Maynard took. A profound student of
thought might be able, by the diligent study of the logical writings
of Keynes father, Keynes son and Johnson, to elucidate this matter,
and thereby perhaps to explain characteristic tendencies (even
perversities!) in the cconomic writings of Maynard, for this
precocious initiation into debate on the higher mysteries of logic
would surely implant a lasting intellectual bias.

Maynard retained a great regard for Johnson. When I asked
him in 1922 how much mathematics it was needful for an econo-
mist to know, he replied that Johnson, in his article in the
Economic Journal' had carried the application of mathematical
analysis 1o cconomic thcory about as far as it was likely toe be
useful to carry it.2

Meanwhile, in the years immediately followéng 1883 even
Maynard could not be expected to know anything of logic or
mathematical economics. His father kept a diary which preserves
for us contemporary notes about the progress of the infant.
Readers of The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money
may like to know that in 1888, at the age of four and a half]
Maynard, on being asked what is meant by interest, said, “ If 1
let you have a halfpenny and you kept it for a very long time, you
would have to give me back that halfpenny and another too.
That’s interest.” In April 189o (age six) there is an entry about
the futurc logician: ‘“ Maynard much intercsted in his brain.
* Just now,’ he says, ‘it is wondering how it thinks. It ought to
know.”” In March 1891 (age scven) we find the entry, “ [{is
father having remarked that he was not behaving s0 well at
lunch as he had done the day before when Dr. James Ward
came to lunch, ¢ That,” he said, ‘was by a great effort. I

! Deccmber 1913 The Pure Theory of Utility Curves.

2 He had evidently written the matter off in his mind thus. Mathematical
economists of the younger school may have felt in more recent years that he did not
sufficiently appreciate the value of their original work. His dictum about Johnson’s
contribution was clearly not meant to have finality. 1t may have been a shrewd

assessment of what was likely to be useful to himself in his own economic exPlorations
within his own span of life.
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had been preparing for it for days. I cannot always make so
great an eflort!’” There is a delightfully happy feeling in the
diary. His father remarks that he is a ‘thoroughly interesting
compunion .

Meanwhile, John Neville was going from strength to strength.
He was an economist as well as a logician. In the year of May-
nard’s birth, Alfred Marshall writes, “ I am delighted indeed
to see that you are examiner at London ™ (a4 permanent ap-
pointment). “1f I had to select the man out of all England
whom I should have liked best to have there, I should have chosen
you.”

Marshall’s regard for Keynes as an cconomist is further
testified by a voluminous correspondence, in which Marshall
consulted him, as one whose verdict would have great weight, on
various peints in cconomics, which had to be settled for "his
forthcoming magnum opus, The Principles of Fconomics. Keynes
was in correspondence also with most of the leading economists
ofethe day. There was some idea that he might become Professor
of Political Economy in Oxford, and a letter [rom Professor
Foxwell (15th January 1888) is worth quoting :

I should regret it for many reasons, though 1 expect it would be
the best thing for Oxford. . . .

Pray don’t go. It is much better that a study should he con-
centrated in a particular place. There arise many of the same
advantages as in the localisation of an industry. Your dcpart-
ure would leave a nasty 1ageed wound in our Moral Sciences
Organisation.

What is the uwse of et g a settled family man if you are to drift
from your moorings in thi fashion? Thmk of the effect your move
may have on your son. e may grow up flippantly epigrammatical
and end by becoming the proprietor of a Gutter Gazette, or the
hero of a popular party; instead of emulating his father’s noble
example, becoming an accurate, clear-headed Cambridge man,
spending a life in the valuahle and unpretentious service of his kind,
dying beloved of his frienc ., vencrated by the wise and unknown
to the masses, as ttuc merit and worth mostly are.

John Neville stayed at Cambridge. Maynard’s career did
not exacly correspond to I'oxwell’s prescription, but, for all the
epigrams and even flippancies that he subsequently perpetrated,
he was, at the centre of his being, ** an accurate and clear-headed
Cambtidge man . It was the combinatiofl of the solid worth
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with the epigrammatic brilliance that enabled him to render his
unique service to mankind. Would Oxford indeed have caused
him to cultivate his taste for epigrams over-much ?

In 1890 thec British Economic Association was founded, with
John Neville as an original member of the Council, and in March
1891 the first issue of the FEconomic Journal appeared, under the
editorship of F. Y. Edgeworth. Maynard was destined to become
its editor for a period of no less than thirty-threc years. 1t is
interesting to know that his father was strongly pressed by Alfred
Marshall and others to become tiic first editor. “I promise
not to worry you any more about editorship of the FKconomic
Journal. . . . Foxwell asked whether therc was any use in putting
pressure on you for the last time. Ireryone would very much prefer
you.” 1

In 1890 appeared the first edition of 7he Scope and Method of
Political FEconomy. 'This, like Formal Logic, became and remained
for many years the standard Eunglish treatisc on the subject. It
has not been replaced by a work of comparable scope. Tt has the
same qualities as Formal Logic, accuracy of thought, lucidity of
style, thorough scholarship, balanced judgment amd fairness to
all parties in matters of controversy. It does not claim to blaze
a new trail. It is modest, and therewith has authority. The
reader has the comfortable fecling that he is on solid ground, that
a widely read scholar and master of precise thinking is carrying
him to the limit, but not beyond the limit, of what can safely be
accepted, and that no touch of egoism is biasing the author. In
June 1891 he was awarded a Doctorate of Science by Cambridge
University, and Maynard (aged eight) was present at the cere-
mony. Maynard, with his varied gilts, has captured the imagina-
tion of mankind and succeeded in influencing the course of history
to a notable extent; but John Neville has also his own special
claims to be remembered by future generations.

In 1890 Maynard was sent to the Perse School Kindergarten ;
one does not learn much at institutions of this kind, and Maynard
was given his elementary instruction at home. In 1892 he began
his more public life by going as a day boy to St. Faith's pre-
paratory school, of which Mr. Goodchild was headmaster.
In the same year, his father made a step forward in HMis career
of varied interests, by being promoted to be Secretary of the
Local Examinations and Lectures Syndicate. For cighteen years

! Letter to J. N. Keynes from Alfred Marshall, 7th February 1889..
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he was the organiser of the important and rapidly developing
work for which this Syndicate was responsible. In due course
he became the leading administrator in the University and held
the supreme position of Registrary from 1910 to 1925.! Many
tributes have been paid to his exccllent work in this capacity.
It may be most appropriate to quote his son, whose words, even
if biased on this subject, are of interest to us. In August 1942
Dr. and Mrs. Neville Keynes celebrated the diamond anniversary
of their wedding. There are some very rough notes in pencil of
what Maynard proposed to say at the family gathering. After
touching tributes to his mother and his father, he proceeds to say
of the latter:

Let me look at him more from the outside for a moment. I saw
him for a long period as he was in the University. For thirty-three
years he'was one of the best administrators there cver was and during
those years this University was a better place in my judgment than
it has ever been before or since. Perfect order and accuracy without

*a shadow of pedantry and red tape, the machine existing for the
sake of the University and not the other way round as it sometimes
seems to be now. Ile really helped to create a framework within
which learning and science and education could live and flourish
without fecling restraint or a hampering hand, and he combined
this with himself possessing learning and science and education at
the highest level — which no one now seems to be able to do.

While Dr. Keynes was thus busy, his wife had many practical
activities of her o.wn. She was one of the first to plan a Juvenile
Labour Exchange, which was afterwards taken over by the local
authority and finally absc.-bed in the national scheme. She was
also concerncd with the escablishment of Papworth Village Settle-
ment which revolutionised the lives of those suffering from
chronic tuberculosis. Small pensions were given by the Charity
Organisation Socicty, of which she was the local secretary for
many ycars, to old people living in great penury. She had much
to do with helping familic - ack on to their fect when they had
been thrown into the workhouse on account of the bread-winner's
unemployment, the help being especially needed because he was
not allowed out of the workhouse unless he took his family with
him, and some arrangements for this had to be made in advance.

! In 1892 he was tlected to the Council of the Senate. In 1893 he became its
honorary secretary, a position which scems at that time to have been more influential
that then of the Registriny. When Keynes became Registrary in 1910 the two
offices were combined.
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All these reforms proceeded slowly and with great difficulty owing
to the parsimony of the government in providing funds for the
social services.

Mrs. Keynes was in fact a great pioncer. 1t may well be that
her practical humanity made a deeper impression on Maynard’s
young mind than the abstract doctrines of the social philosophers,
who were sometimes a little remote from the sordid realities. In
her activities Maynard could sce the reforming spirit of Cambridge
taking effect and bringing solace to afflicted persons.

Whilst the Keyneses were thus much occupied on active work
in their several spheres, their main interest remained centred
upon their own home. They had no great love of social entangle-
ments, reserving their leisure hours for their best friends, and,
above all, for their children. Reading aloud was a favourite enter-
tainment, the father reading Dickens to the family, of Maynard
poctry to his sister; there were trips to London to sce plays,
carefully chosen to suit the awakcning powers of the boy; Dr.
Kcynes had a special love for the thcatre, a trait inherited by
Maynard.

There were no signs of the infant prodigy in M8ynard’s early
years at Mr. Goodchild's. There were fairly good reports, and
reports not so good, which contained complaints of carclessness.
There were indeed references at the age of cight to his being quick
at arithmetic and algebra and to his large vocabulary.  But on the
whole, progress appears to have been slow. There was more
than the usual allowance of colds, coughs, temperatures and head-
aches. The diary has a reference to the school driving him too
hard, to his being away from school for a large part of one term
in 1893, and to his taking a whole term away from school in the
autumn of that year. There seems to have been some frailty of
constitution, which continued to give rise to anxiety until the
age of fifteen, and less frequently therealier. He was not robust.
Up to a point he was careful in this matter; throughout his life
he did much of his work while lying in bed in the morning. But
his tireless mind and fiery spirit took charge, dominated his body,
made it sustain labours that would soon have broken a much
stronger man — and in the end he overtaxed it.

He does not appear to have made many friends at Mr. Good-
child’s. None the less he seems to have had the power to exert
influence in a characteristic way. We hear of a “slave )’ who

walked behind him, at a respectful distance, carrying his books
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Maynard was due to go to Eton on 22nd September, but on
19th September he had a feverish attack and had to go to school
three days late.

Mrs. Keynes to Dv. J. N. RKeynes, 26th September 1897

I very much wish you were here so that I could teil you our
experiences yesterday. . . . I am sure you will be glad to hear first
of all that the dcar boy scemed very much better and when I left
him said that he felt hardly more tired than he would have done
under ordinary circumstances. . . . By the way, Miss Hackett says
she believes Maynard is bigger than his fag-master (Macnaghten) !
This is a relief to mother [his grandmother] who seems to be under
the impression that fags are beaten and generally ill-treated by their
masters. . . .

Maynard played up by writing one letter to his father and another
to his mother on that same first day, giving an hourly narrative
of gvents. Admission to college is described as ‘* something like
having your degree .

The letters to his father continued as a matter of weekly
routine. At first they were a little thin, suggesting an attempt,
not always successful, to cover four pages of writing-paper. But
in his second year at school the Ictters thickened and became much
more interesting and lively, bristling with news and views. A
paradox. The trend with schoolboys is usually the other way.
With adolescence .. -d the crowding in of new interests, thoughts,
fricndships and intcllectual adventures, there is apt to be a falling-
off in the zeal for writing .ome. For this week’s letter there is
no time; the next week’s is a little perfunctory ; one must write
to one’s parents, but the duty is found a triflc burdensome. If
Maynard moved in the opposite direction, that is certainly a
tribute to his father’s sympathy and fond interest in every detail
of school lifc. It is also symptomatic of certain qualities in May-
nard. For onc thing, therc 'vas that extraordinary intellectual
capaciousncss. If a thousand other interests were pressing in,
there was still ample room for a full and growing communication
of thoughts with his father. So it was all through his life ; the new
interest did not drive out the old ; both could be accommodated
together. It was also, perhaps, a symptom of the strength and
magisterial quality of Maynard’s mind. His ideas were so well
founded and strong in good sense, that he was not bashful, as
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schoolboys so often are, of showing them to his parents. He had
enough self-confidence to believe they would be interesting. And
so the full flow of correspondence continued and grew.

Every detail of school aflairs was discussed : what work was
being done — sometimes mathematical problems,were transcribed
in full — what games were played, what school events were taking

“place, how the other boys were progressing, the pros and cons of
changes in curricula. The father got to know about Maynard’s
contemporaries so well that he could give a comprehensive fore-
cast of their order in the Newcastle Prize examination.

The letters show extremely clearly how absorbingly interested
Maynard was in the work, the games and the wholc life of the
school. It became his passion. Tt may certainly be claimed that
Eton greatly helped his development. He found there associates
who were congenial to him, youths of intellectual. distinction
with whom he could quickly get on to terms of intimacy on the
basis of common interests. They had self~confidence, enquiring
minds and a gay and carcfree outlook. His own great fund of
gaiety, of fun and satire, found scope. It is not clear that there
are many schools in the world where one can figd a wide choice
of companions of this quality; it is clear that he needed this
society and that in his school-days his imagination was alrcady
stimulated and taking wing.

U

-

His mother had taken him there and left him, rather anxious
about his health and strength, knowing his charming, kindly
character and his excellent, clever companionship in the home,
pleased at the rapid progress which he had finally made in the
preparatory school, but with some doubts, surely, as to how he
would stand up to the exacting tests of a larger world. We have
seen how rapidly he had been growing physically in the previous
year — ““taller ” on arrival “ than his fag-master 7!+ It turned
out that this gave him a good start. Mr. Hope-Jones, who was
in his election as a scholar and afterwards became a master at
Eton for many years, recalls the impression made by his tall
stature on his contemporarics. He was a little their senior, not
in years, but in months, which are important at that tzme of life.
His voice had already broken. He seemed quite a young man in
their midst. They at once looked to him for leadership. If a
group was summohed for a misdemeanour by the authorities, it
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was assumed, without pausc or question, that he would be their
spokesman. This young boy, so carefully cherished in the home,
careful of his own comforts also, fastidious, ailing, the product of
a day-school only, suddenly bccame by accidents of premature
growth and a broken voice, the spokesman of his group at Eton.
And what a spokesman! His friends could not at first have
known what manner of man was among them! For o’ all the
divine gifls none was lavished upon him so unstintingly, in no
sphere has his talent been so peerless and undisputed, as spokes-
manship. He became a natural lcader at once.  From St. Faith’s
to Eton, the transition was easily made. His career now began in
earnest.

g AL Reynes 1o Di. J. N, Aones, d Cctobar 1897

.« . 1 like M1. Lubbock very much. . . He 1 gomg to 1ead
some Homer with me as private wotk. . . . My lag-maswer s very
nice to me, and if he has anything exua ot me to do alway< asks
me if I am suie I have nothing clse I want to do.  He does not want
me to ¢all him in the moining as most do.

J. M. heynes to M. heynes, 11th Oclober 187

Lo my gieat sweptise [ have come out top ol the diviston m the
fortnightly order. . . . My cold 1+ very much better.

Theie are a good m* ny reassurances about health in these ruly
letters.

J- M. heynes lo Dy 7. N. heynes, 17tk Ocobar 18y;

<« . Onmy List prose T had (1 think) = Style good but too many
mustahes . And on the varse © Betwer but too many blunders
Do not laugh and sav *¢ careless as us (1l ™.

Still the child in this letter !

.

Ihd.

Last might we had chambLer singing which was a glorious 1ag
lasting an hour and a half. All fags arc required to sing, but not
many of the older vnes are present, and afier the tags have finished,
severalfarc called upon and the night 1s made hitleous with the 10w.

G
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I will leave you to guess what I sang, but it was the success of
the evening (as far as the fags go) and was the only one to be encored
later in the evening.

This notable song, which became a standard item, was entitled
* Threc Blue Bottles ™.

7. AL, Keynes to Dr. J. N. Reynes, Gth December 1897

Last night College Pop Supper took place and I and thiee other
fags wcere deputed 1o wait.  ‘They had a glorious feed, turkey,
champagne, etc.  When they got to the dessert stage, we fags retired
to Lower T'ea Room and made a supper off the 1emains and a bottle
of champagne.  As one of the fags did not take any, the other three
had to do their duty and finish 1t.

When we had finished, we went in again and songs cte. proceeded
for about an hour. T was called on to sing * T.B.B.”. ARerwaids
we handed coflee round.  In {act we had a very fine time.

.

J.- M. Kevues to Di. J. N. heynes, 12th December 187
[ was not the tag who abstuned fromn champ®gne. . ..

Maynard was not corrupted by this carly initiation ; throughout
his Bife hie was always abstemious in such watters.  But in his last
two or three ycars hie was in the habit of saying on festive occasions
that the onlv thing he seiiously regretied about the way in which
he Lad managed his litc was that he had not drunk more cham-
pagne!  Was he recalling these eatly celebrations of Lis school-
day<?  Probably not, as he lived esentially in the moment.
Perhaps there was some semi-consdions reminiscence.  The past
lives on and colours the present. Who is that interesting looking
man, with a glass of champagne in his hand, talking so animatedly
at the wedding party?  Is it a great statesman, upon whose
wisdom the financial solvency of Britain herscdf depends, as by a
thicad, a man gravely ill, although o talkative and gay, a man
barely kept alive by medical skill and the tireless devotion of his
wife? Or is it a young man, tall beyond his years, his voice only
recently broken, pataking in the festivities of College Pop ?

At the end of his first “ half” * he came out first for classics.
Hc had been pushed up three divisions at the end of the first
fortnight in mathematics, but nonc the less came out second. He

. . - .
1A “half**is o term, Thiee halves make one year at Lton,
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had evidently got into his stride. His curve of development, which
had risen so sharply in his last year or two at St. Faith’s, was
procecding upwards and carrying him well beyond the level of
the previous July, when he had only been elected tenth to Eton.
In this first term,«a copy of his verses was ““ sent up for good *.
By this Eton custom, good compositions and mathematical solu-
tions were transcribed. bound up and deposited in the College
Library. Numerous classical compositions and mathematical
sums in Maynard’s hand may be inspected there. Some may
regret that the practice of preserving these fair copies has been
discontinued.

At the end of this term he was selected at the head of the list
to Chamber Pop, a debating socicty for those in Chamber, 1.e.
who have not yet acquired rooms of their own. Exccllent reports
came in. Lubbock noted that he had “ a real healthy interest in
all the doings of College, athletic and otherwise ™.

Next term was interrupted by measles and absence.  Despite
this, qprogress appears to have been made.  In the following term
he was captain of Chamber and won the Junior Mathematical
Prize. “ Maynard will be returning to you with his honours thick
upon him. . . . I have been delighted to see that he takes no
half-hearted interest in his own games and those of the school.”
Characteristic touches began to appear in Maynard’s letters.

J- M. Reynes to Dr. J. N. Kevnes, rith Oclober 1898

Tuck preached in Lower Chapel about bicyeling, comparing it
to life. He compared the telegraph posts to guardian angels. 1
wish 1 could have been there.  He promised one on football next
Sunday.

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 5th February 1899

The Reverend the Provost preached to-day, He really ought not
to be allowed to. . . .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. 7. N. Keynes, goth April 1899

T had a short conversation with Professor Darwin 2 at the end of
the journey. His hunds certainly looked as if he might be descended
irom an ape.

! Mr. S. G. Lubbock to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 28th July 1898.
2 Sir George Darwin.
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This is the first recorded reference to hands. Observation of
hands remained a lifelong interest ; he thought that they were the
best guide to character. At one time he had casts made of his
own and his wife’s hands, and even talked of making a collection
of his friends’.

Extract from the *“ Economic Consequences of the Peace . Description
of President Wilson

and his hands, though capable and fairly strong, were wanting in
sensitiveness and finesse.!

Extract from a description of President Roosevelt on his first meeting him
in 1934
. But at first, of course, I did not look closely at these things.
For naturally my concentrated attention was on his hands. Rather
disappointing. Firm and fairly strong, but not clever or with finesse,
shortish round nails like those at the end of a business-man’s fingers.
1 cannot draw them right, yet while not distinguished (to my, eye)
they are not of a common type. All the same, they were oddly
familiar. Wherc had I seen them before? I spent ten minutes at
least searching my memory as for a forgotten name, h3rdly knowing
what I was saying about silver and balanced budgets and public
works. At last it came to me. Sir Edward Grey. A more solid
and Americanised Sir Edward Grey. The idea will probably mislead
you, but there is a grain of significant truth in it. Much cleverer,
much more fertile, sensitive, and permeable, but something all the
same, which corresponded to those finger nails and carried me back
to Sir Edward Grey.

Let it not be thought that the boyish joke about Professor Darwin
implied any predisposition to be hostile to the theory of natural
selection !

J- M. Keynes to B. V. Swithinbank, rgth May 1908

. . Really the most substantial joys I get are from the percep-
tion of logical arguments, and, oh, from reading Darwin’s life. How
superb it is. Surely he was the greatest and best and happiest of
men.

! Monsicur Eticnne de Mantoux in The Carthaginian Peace, a severe criticism of
Keynes® Economic Consequences of the Peace, 100k him to task for regarding the shape of
the President’s hands gs relevant. “ Why not also reveal to the woﬂi\ ﬁ,at Wilson
wore pince-nez and that Lloyd-George had a grey moustache? 3
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In the next half we learn that Maynard was awarded full
marks for an essay on the “ Responsibilities of Empire . Some
responsibilities were to fall on him later! It is satisfactory to
know that his opinions were considered quite perfect by Eton
in 1899. His mazks in the examination this half were considered
remarkable — 1156 out of 1400 — and Mr. Lubbock adds, *“in
his work there is absolutely nothing of the mercenary, mark-getting
feeling. . . . He takes a real interest in anything which it is worth
while to be interested in.”

His interest in the athletic side of things remained keen. “I
have been out on the river cvery day this weck. T cnjoyed rowing
immensely and wonder now why anyonc ever remains a drybob.” !
“ T have never watched such an exciting match ™ (cricket match
against Winchester) “ and at the end of it was a mental and
physical wreck.” 2

This term hc was at the head of the select List in the Senior
Mathematical Prize. s5th August, Mr. Lubbock wrote :

* ... He is never unduly clated by the mere getting of a prize

and seems to realise fully that handsomely bound volumes are not
the most important result of lcarning. Moreover the manner in
which his work is done and the attitude he takes towards his various
masters are as nice and good as they can be and it says much for
him that some very illiterate members of my pupil-room with whom
he comes into contact, like and respect him a good deal.

This summecr the familv holiday was at Tintagel.

Extract from Dr. 7. N. Keynes” Diary, 6th August 1899

Our pleasure in our ckildren has, I think, never been greater
than it is now, and during the summer holiday, we have them so
entirely with us. We are certainly a very happy quintet.

In the next half, the first of his third ycar -—he was now
alrecady sixteen — he was up to Broadbent, a famous and rather
formidable Eton master, distinguished scholai, occasional corre-
spondent with Wilamowitz-Moellendorff himsclf. Maynard had
a word of praise for him. He also began at this time to go for
history to ,C. H. K. Marten, beloved of many gencrations, who
eventually became Provost of Eton. 'This half we find him playing
in the famous Eton College Wall game.

¢ Letter from J. M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 3th May 18qy.
2 Jbid. 25th June 1899.
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And now, while things proceeded thus placidly at Eton,
Britain was involved in the Boer War. It is not clear to what
extent decper questions of right and wrong, such as harassed the
mind in 1914, were pondered by the schoolboy. He took a com-
mon-scnse view about his own position ; he showed signs of that
healthy optimism which was to serve him in good stead at more
momentous crises ; we scc signs of the statistician peeping out.

J- M. Keynes lo Dr. J. N. Reynes, 22nd October 1899

. . . 1 am no more jingo than I was previously, but now that
war has begun one must perforce be reconciled to it.  Besides, when
writing for such journals as the Acorn,! it is necessary to he a little
rampant to keep up its circulation.

J- M. Kevnes 1o Di. J. N. Reynes, 17th December 1899

1 agrce with you that the news from South Africa is ‘bad,
especially this last reverse of Buller.  But we console ourselves with
history which makes our losses and reverses seem puny. In the
battle of Albuera, ncarly onc hundred years ago in the Peninsular
war, our losses were seven times as heavy per cent as at the Modder
River, yet we won.  People are so terribly eager to get up a scare
that they make the failure of ours to make the Boers to evacuate a
position as bad as if we ourselves had evacuated a position. It is
rathicr deceptive too, including in the term losses, wounded and
missing as well as killed.

It is hard luck on generals that news should be transmitted so
quickly. The pceople do not sce the result of the campaign but
scem to gloat over every little loss. 70 men killed in a battle is
terrible for their familics, but it is a tiny loss for a nation of 30
million.

J- M. Reynes to Dr. J. N. Kevnes, 29th January 1900

This morning the Head gave us a stirring oration on the volunteer
movement. He declared it to be in the present circumstances the
duty of all to get what military training they could, and he said that
he cxpected all boys of the right age to join our corps.

For once in a way his words have had effect and people are

"
VA domestic produdtion, compiled by the Keynes children.
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joining and being coerced into joining in throngs, including all
sixth form and the greater part of College.

Am I to join?

I am not keen and the drills will be a nuisance, but 1 am perfectly
willing to do so if T ought. It would be unpleasant to be almost the
only non-shooter. . . .

Extract from Di. Keynes’ Diary, 315 January 19oo

We pronounce no veto. He may do as he likes.

J- M. Reynes to Di. J. N. Keynes, gth Fehiuary 1900

. . . About the volunteers -- I have not joined.

Taking into regard my feelings and the terms of your letter, I
consulted people and they agteed that I should he justified in not
joining.

1 wavered a little and hey presto, it was done - or rather it
whs not done.

I think that without yow letter which amounted to a refusal T
think I should have heen comnpelled 1o be engulfed in this marvellous
martial ardour that has seized the school.

Some say that patriotism 1equires one to join the useless Eton
shooters, but it scems to me to be the st of patriotism that requires
one to wave the Union Jack.

Ten more heaks have joined than were imncmbers before, includ-
ing my beloved tutor

There are well over 100 recruits.

J- M. Reynes o Da. J. N. Koynes, 1rth February 1goo

. As a matter of fact less than half our election have joined
the shooters, but most of the people that I see much of have.

You can resign whenever you like, but the preliminary drills
are a dreddful nuisance. You have to go directly after early school
and get no proper breakfast and O so cold! We all agree that it is
easier to dic for your country than to go without your breakfast for
it. There are about 130 recruits.

It may be conjectured that his anxious parents were unwilling
for him to put this extra strain upon his physique.

At this age hc was already showing independent literary
Jjudgment.
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J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 25th February 1900

.+ . I have finished Red Pottage.!

It is quite readable and improves after about half way, but it
is not morc than readable, and, to my mind, quite unworthy of the
extravagani praise which has been lavished upon it.

It has, as you said of Isabel Carnaby, the stamp of the “ lady
writer >’ upon it. Many of the incidents are grossly impossible and
the characters are inclined to be overdrawn. ''he whole book has
an aroma of unreality about it, and it is rather the work of an amateur.
Of course the heroine writes novels; that was inevitable from the
beginning.

J. M. Reynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 18th March 19oo

Broader has developed into a most consummate wag.  Heis quite
the funniest man I have ever been up to, but at the same time the
most supremely rude. 1 think that this arises from his candour. He
does not mind telling a chap before the division if he considers, him
to have ability and at the same time he does not mind pointing out
another chap as a muddle-headed imbecile.

Did he learn something from Broader?

- M. Revnes to Di. 7. N. Keynes, z5th February 1900

. . . I was reading the other day the first volume of the pro-
ceedings of College Pop. The Revd. (& K. Parr was master in
College at the time of its foundation and he seems to have done a
good deal to help it. He very frequently took part in the divisions.
1854 or 1855 was the date I think. Oscar Browning and the two
Austen Leighs, one of whom would I suppose be the present Provost
of King’s, were among the original members.

A very large percentage of the questions they discussed were
historical. ““ Was the cxecution of Marshal Ney justifiable ? ”* *“ Is
the character of Cromwell to be admired ? ”* etc. etc. I am afraid
that they are not so deadly serious now-a-days. I think that this
was an epoch when the Eton hoy was in danger of taking himself
too seriously. There were no athletics to speak of and he would
perambulate the country and enlarge on the beauties, of nature.
They upheld the slave system in America and condemned the ballot
by a large majority.

As far as I remember O.B. was anti-slavery, but the Provost (at
T By Mary Cholmondeley. Mr. Percy Lubhock thought her worthy of a Memoir.
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least either he or his brother) thought that the lot of the slave was
better as it was.

They condemned the system of corporal punishment at Eton
which seems to me extraordinary for this time.

Extract from Di. J. N. Keynes’ Diary, =6th April 1900

Maynard played golf with Sidgwick at Rovston. e enjoyed
Sidgwick’s talk as much as his golf.

This was a few months before the tragic death of the philosopher.

The reports of Lubbock and others proceeded in a crescendo
of praise, but therc was onc cxception. In the summer half,
Maynard was up to Mr. X, a respected master and very famous
cricketer, nearing the end of his time.

J- M. Keynes to Di. J. N. hevnes, 6th Alay 1900

As 1 said before, we are all up to X. 1 could hardly have im-
agined that a man could be so dull; anyhow I shall not suffer from
want of sleep this half. . . .

Report by Mr. X, July 1900

. . . Rather a provoking boy in school.  Reads notes when he
should be attending to the lesson. Apt to talk to his neighbour
unless severely 1epressed.  He gives one the idea of 1egarding himself
as a privileged boy with perhaps a little intellectual conceit.

Neither the other masters nor his Eton contemporaries
endorsed this view. On the contrary he scems to have taken his
successes with perfect grace. But Mr. X’s report expresses a view
that has often been held subsequently.!

J- M. Keynes to Dr. 7. N. Kevnes, 20th May 1900

There was only one sane person in Fton yesterday morning and
he was a pro-Boer. We did not get the news the evening hefore and
Bob anpounced it to everyone as they wete called. Instead of the
customary “ Are you properly awake, sir?” it was ‘ Mafeking
relieved, sir.” And I think this latter proved to be the more

1 Mr®*X broke down completely during the next half and had to give up his work
at Eton.
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efficacious in waking people up. Afier early school it soon became
apparcnt that Mafeking was going to be responsible for a good
many things. Feelings were first of all let off at Mr. Broadbent’s
House, and it was found that windows and exuberance of heart
were quite incompatible.  When there were no more left to break,
the Eton Socicty (there is nothing like Pop for keeping order on thesc
occasions) drove off the mob.

Then successive waves of ideas passed over the school, affecting
the lower hoys most seriously. At 8.30 everyone was returning with
Union Jack pocket handkerchiefs, at 8.45 with large flags of all
descriptions, at 8.50 they were nailing scarlet bed covetlets on to
goal posts and hoisting them out of the window, at 9.0 everyone
was possessed of a trumpet or a horn or some diabolical wind
mstrument, by ¢.15 people were hecoming original and Japanese
umbrellas and laurel wreaths were the order of the day.

iverything was just about six timies its value and finally it cost a
shilling even to hire a sixpenny tlag. A fortune must have been
spent.

In chapel we sang the National Anthem and as we were going
into school a whole holiday was announced. This was fortunate
for hardly a boy in the school had learut his lesson.

Young and I, though we did not spend vast sums, got the best
flag in College. We ambulated to Windsor and purchased three
yards of art muslin at a draper’s, a yard of cach ol the colours,
red, white and blue, at 43d. a yard. We gave the man 1/} and as
there seemed no immediate prospect of his discovering what 4 times
41d. meant, we huarried from the shop for 11.40 absence.

Instead of absence, the Head gave us an oration from the top
of chapel steps. 1 never heard such a voice. Without seemingly
exerting himself he made the whole of the school yard resound.

It was the usual stufl.  Ought to show our thankfulness; 1ec-
member dignity of school; if’ anything done must be of best; as
always before.  And the outcome of it all was that we had been
asked to take part in a huge torchlight procession that had heen
organised in Windsor : that torches had just been sent for, but that
these would probably be not more than enough for the volunteers.
Young and I got Moss to sew our art muslin together. We nailed
it on to a goal post and launched it from the top tower window. It
was a symphony nine feet long.

At 8.30 we paraded in school yard for three quarters of an hour.
We formed fours and manoeuvred and waited until the rest of the
procession was ready for us.

Then out we filed, making with the rest a procession tHat must
have been a good mile long, some people say more.
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Our course was through Eton and Windsor to the Long Walk
and up that glorious approach to the castle opposite the Long Walk.

At one point the crowd was tremendous and was quite as much
as the police could manage. (London could not spare many special
oncs to come dqwn.)

You have heard me before on the Windsor crowd, but last night
it surpassed itsell. The men were reeling drunk and the women
offensive and gross beyond words.

It was a good thing that it was Mafcking and not the Royal
Borough of Windsor that was besieged.

Dundas went on lcave to London and told us of the state of
things there. It is evident that the whole nation has gone in for
what we call at Eton an organised tag. 'The papers call it a * fervent
thanksgiving from the heart .

I do not think that we are quit» such hypocrites here.  Most of
us know that Mafeking is a glorious pietext for a wvhole holiday
and for throwing ofl all discipline. We do not break windows
because we are mad with joy, but becausc we think that under the
crcumstances we can do so with impunity.

But to return to the procession. We marched up into St
Geotge’s quad and it was there a really fine sight. The whole
procession came up into it and the huge square was packed and
seemed to be sown with toiches.

We manocuvred a little and then swung past undeineath the
Queen, who was scated in the same window as on the occasion of
the birthday celebrations.  In darkness one could not see more than
her outline.  Our shooters 1eally marched past extremely well and
then we sang the first verse of God Save the Queen.  We returned
the same way as we had come and found the crowd much as
ever: perhaps a little hoarser and rather more drunk.

The town of Windsor s the fungus on the Royal Oak.

We got back to school yard at 11.0 and not to be done out of
“ knavish tricks >’ and ** confound their politics * we tried with the
remains of voice still left to us to sing all three verses. A, for the
procession itself, I necessarily saw very little of it, but amongst a
judicious blend of fire brigades and Church Lads’ ditto, I saw an
impossible vehicle which called itself an ambulance, and the inevit-
able *“ decorated ” motors and cycles.

Decorating a cycle consists in hanging two chinese lanterns over
the handlebars and swathing the wheels in paper until they will
only just go round.

... On Friday I saw the Queen better than T have ever seen her
before.  She drove past just as we were going into school and though
it was quite cold, she was very little wrapped up.  She is very like
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her photographs, but, doubtless owing to the coldness of the day,
her nose was unfortunately red.

. . . The squash racquet courts . . . have been open this
week. . . .

I find it an extremely good game and, though.I am still putridly
bad I played on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday last
week. [In the previous term he had been in the finals of College
Fives. |

I have cnjoyed Richard Feverel immensely. It is my first
Meredith and I find it quite differcnt from anything I have ever
read. When I am reading it I get absorbed in a way that is not
very usual with me. Is Meredith one of those dreadful people
who think that a happy ending is inartistic ?

X is as usual. We have not yet succeeded in‘probing the depths
of his ignorance. It must, I think, be hottomless.

. . . For Sunday private my tutor read us Macaulay’s descrip-
tion of the siege of Londonderry. The political consequences of its
fall would have been much the same as those that would have followed
the fall of Ladysmith. The siege only lasted about half as long as
the siege of Mafeking, but the extreniitics to which they were reduced
were terrible.

I expect that we shall find that Mafcking has been very much
worse than we have heard. . . .

J- M. heynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 27th May 1900

I went to Queen’s Eyot Club for the first time on ' hursday and
again yesterday. It is most excellent and I have come to think now,
not a bit too far. We got our tea there, cggs, bread and butter and
marmalade for a very small price, and there arc innumerable other
varieties of refreshment. They will eventually make it quite a
palatial and a large permanent building, bathing and every kind
of convenience. Tt is a great thing to have an objective in onc’s
rowing, and the appetite you, of course, acquire on the way. . . .
I forgot to mention one incident of Mafeking Day in my last letter.
The College subscribed to send a telegram of congratulation to B-P,
and it was couched in the following terms:—Togati Etonienses
Obsessis Gratulantur. Later in the day an official document
was received saying that no cypher was allowed. . . . This weck
I have read de Quincey’s Counfessions. I have enjoyed them
so much that I think 1 shall read another volume, of his
works.
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J- M. Keynes to Dr. . N. Keynes, 24th June 1900

.+ . 1 began the Ring and the Book to-day and have read
about half the first volume. It goes without saying that I like it
immensely. . . .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 15t Julv 1900

. . . I have finished the second volume of The Ring and the Book.
Itis a grand poem.

Maynard’s love of good literature was sustained through life.
During the last hectic years of his great American negotiations,
he read himself to slecp on Elizabethan authors. He was fond
of poetry and of reading it aloud, which he did with fceling.
I remember coming into his rooms in the autumn of 1922, to find
that he was rcading aloud The Waste Land by T. S. Eliot, a poet
of whom I had so far not heard. IIis reading was intelligent and
moving, and served to win one's admiration for this strange new
forfn of expression.

Maynard's mind jumped very quickly from thing to thing;
the emotion of a moment before could be banished completely.
There was some special quality in his constitution which allowed
him to terminate onc phase of feeling abraptly and redirect his
mind to something else. This quality may be a key to his success
in life. He had a heart, without which it is impossible to be a
great man. But by reverting to an intellectual interest he could
always terminate his heartache quickly.

And so we need not think that the schoolboy’s pleasure in
poetry was any less genuine because, all at once, the future
statistician comes to the fore. The letter proceeds to give us
some interesting information.

Ihid.

. . . I made some investigations the other day about the com-
parative lengths of some long poems. This was among the longest,
but I was surprised at the results on the whole.

The longest is W. Morris’s Earthly Paradise, which comes approxi-
mately to 40,000 lines.

Then Spenser’s Faery Queen (35,632), then in order, The Ring
and the Book (21,116), Canterbury Tales (17,386), The Iliad (15,692),
Dantg’s Divine Comedy (including Paradise, Purgatory, and the
Inferno) (14,408), Hudibras (11,445), Paradise Lost (10,665) and the
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the Aeneid (9,896). I did not look at the Odyssey. I should put it
down at eleven or twelve thousand.

This term he won the Senior Mathematical Prize.

We have seen that from the beginning he established good
relations with his contemporarics. He gained universal respect,
and also affection. Men of genius or of great brains or in other
ways out of the ordinary are often ragged at their public school —
even at Eton! There was not the slightest hint of anything of this
sort in Maynard’s case.

Although his eminence was recognised, his exceptional matur-
ity must have made him scem a little unusual to the schoolboys ;
and so at the end of his third year, he did not come out first in the
esteem of those immediatelv above him.

J- M. Keynes 1o Dr. J. N, Keync, 29th July 1900

. the elections to College Pop took place last night and the
only person in our election to get in was Dundas. [ regarded him
as almost certain all the time.

There are two vacancies left to he filled up next half.

Robert Hamilton (Robin) Dundas was one of his greatest
school fricnds. His Eton friendships weie fervent and whole-
hearted. Within his own clection there was a group of boys who
werc usually in the same form and had many interests in common.
Their names occur over and over again in the letters.

Robin Dundas was a curious blend of Scottish puritanism and
modern emancipation. He was often daring in talk, but one
was conscious of a background of strict principle. His style of
speaking and writing was lapidary and terse in the highest degree.
He could single out one cpithet, telling and often funny, which
admirably summarised the complex character of a friend. He
corresponded largely by post-card, partly out of an ingtained habit
of Scottish carefulness, but also because he could say things on
a post-card for which others would require four pages. Since he
has published very little, it may be permitted to place on record
one instance of the litcrary power of this remarkable:friend of
Maynard’s school-days. He had to announce in an after-dinner
speech the death of two Christ Church men by an acmdent and
then two suicides.
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Extract from Speech at Censors’ Dinner; Christ Church, December 1922

Those two were cut off by an accident of the body; and then
there were another two who perished by an accident of the mind.
The young of this generation are apt to expect much of life, and to
be impatient if what she has to offer falls short of their hopes ; these
carried their impatience into action.

Dundas believed in blunt speaking; indced it is rather
amusing to think of these two great past-masters in the art of
rudencss as cronies together at school.  Were they armed against
cach other’s shafts? They had very different styles of rudencss.
There was something freezing and terrible about Maynard’s; it
was cmployed selectively against victims deserving punishment ;
and it punished. It was not wsually meant to be unforgivable,
but was oft¢n not forgiven.

Dundas’s rudenesses were more frequent, and sometimes
served, curiowsly enough, as a bridee to friendship. A new
acqpaintance, finding himsell suddenly bufleted by apparent
insults, would encounter the regard of kindly grey-blue eyes in a
finely chiselled Roman face. They scemed to be well-intentioned
and to plead: ““ I am only telling you the truth; afier all, that
is the best mode of intercourse; why beat about the bush?
His manifest friendliness would lead to quick forgiveness; but to
have forgiven a man is alrcady to be in an emotional relationship
with him, much more intimate than can usually be achieved by
the normal small talk of first meetings.

‘These two did not maintain close contacts in later life.  Dundas
went to Oxford, as a Scholar of New College, and has spent his
life as a tutor in Greek History at Chiist Church. He has been for
many ycars a pillar of that college, succeeding by his industry and
shrewd insight in getting to know far more of the characters and
problems of undcrgraduates, whether his pupils or not, than most
dons can achieve.

Best friend of all was Bernard Swithinbank. Tall and hand-
some, he had finely moulded features, well covered in youth,
later revealed in their full dignity as he grew leaner. He was an
elegant, even exquisite, schoolboy; not voluble in talk and of
quiet habit of mind, he chose his words with precision and enun-
ciated them caressingly, so that what he said about books or life
seemed to have a quality of mellow and easy judgment. Hc had
independence of mind and character, taking, nothing on trust.



32 JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES 1900

His unassuming and gentle self-confidence diffused an atmosphere
in which the schoolboys felt themselves already arbiters of taste.
To Maynard’s boyish cnthusiasm he seemed a veritable king of
men.

Throughout his life the claims of friendship came first with
Maynard. When Swithinbank went to Balliol College, Oxford,
Maynard made tremendous attempts, by letter and interchange
of visits, to keep alive their communion of soul. He introduced
Swithinbank to his new friends at Cambridge. When finally in
1908 Swithinbank decided to take service in Burma (where hc
had a distinguished career, rising to be Commissioner of the Pegu
Division, 1933-42, and alterwards adviser to thc Secretary of
State in London), Maynard regarded the prospective separation
as a calamity. Lytton Strachey thought fit to send a telegram to
him in the Orkneys to convey the doleful news. Maynard took
prompt action :

Telegiam fiom j. M. heynes to B. Swithinbank, 9.15 AM. 22nd
September 1908

My dear Swithinbank. Great Congratulations.” 1 do hope this
quite alters your decision. Please stay in England. You will I am
sure 1egrel it otherwise. Perhaps this tclegram unnccessary but
please stay in England. 'There is no doubt you ought to and decision
is irrevocable. Please telegraph to me. Keynes.

Telegiam from B. Swithinbank 1o j. Al. Keynes, 11.7 AM. 22nd
September 1908

Sorry but I do 1cally want 1o go to India if medical allows.
Really want to tixedly but if I fail will wirc. Swithinbank.

Telegram fiom J. M. Keynes to B. Swithinbank, 5 v.M. 221d Seplember
1908

You see evident horrors of England too clearly but greater
horrors of India are for you in a mist. Although doctors pass you
I doubt your health and strength standing it. Forgive importunity.
Do stay. I am sure you can be happy in England.

! He was clected fourth in the Civil Service Examination, which gave hin the
opportunity to opt for th: Home Civil Service.
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Telegram from B. Swithinbank to . M. Keynes, 9.8 p.M. 22ud September
1908

Please don’t trouble about me any more. 1 am decided.

It is nice to have friends who really want you. That these tele-
grams still exist, kept by the two friends independently of onc
another, is a tribute to an Eton friendship.

Then there was Dillwyn Knox, the most brilliant of a family
of brilliant brothers.! A superb classical scholar, he was head of
his election to Eton at the age of twelve, and afterwards scholar
and then Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge In this case
Maynard was able to maintain his friendship at King’s. Dillwyn
was a loyal and true friend. Lean and light of build, he achieved
his scholastic success so easily, that his mind had plenty of leisurc
for pleasant: nothings. Often rotting and ragging about, with.a
touch of inconsequence, always with a new limerick, witty and
sharp, he could be relied on to amusc and charm, and to prick any
bubble of pomposity in friend or foe. His first-rate brains were
enlisted in his country’s intelligence service in the First World War
and afterwards, to the benefit of the nation, but to the detriment
of literature and scholarship.

Granville Hamilton (afterwards Proby), good-looking and
charming, was of aristocratic connections. Maynard had an
cspecially warm spot for hini. In later life he was Clerk to the
House of Lords for thirty years, Lord Lieutenant of Huntingdon-
shire and an antiquary of repute. Gerard Machworth Young was
a boy of parts and presence, a scholar and of the world. He also
went on to King’s, and subsequently achieved two distinguished
careers, one in the Indian Clivil Service (Secretary, Army Depart-
ment, 1926-32) and one as a writer on antiquities and Director
of the British School at Athens (1036-46). By a coincidence he
was concerned at Athens with the publication of the remains of
Humfry Payne, onc of thc best archacologists of his generation
and pupil of Robin Dunda.. Thomas Balston, clected second to
Knox at Eton, was of the group, afterwards a distinguished
writer and a publisher. Among these the tone was secular; but

* Monsignor Ronald (Ronnic) Knox, author of Studies in the Literature of Sherlock
Holmes (republished in Essays in Satire. Sheed and Ward, 1923), and of more
serious work, wittiest President of the Oxford Union within living memory, translator
of the Vulgate; E. V. Knox (Evoe), editor of Punch ; the Revd. Wilfred Knox, Fellow
of the Britigh Academy, Fellow of Pembroke College, Cambriglge, author of important
contributions on Hellenistic Judaism and carly Christianity.

D
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religion was represented by R. H. Lightfoot, who became a very
learned divine and Professor of the Exegesis of Holy Scripture at
Oxford. He did not hesitate to remind his boy friends of their
common human frailties. He was supported by J. M. Duncan,
less learned in theology, but severer in his churchmanship, and
decply interested in ritual. Then there was W. Hope-Jones, who
returned to Eton, where he was a beloved house-master and tutor
in mathematics, and at the same time made learned contributions
in one of Maynard’s fields of interest —statistical methods in
biology. Among the next election Maynard was cspecially fond
of Danicl Macmillan, publisher of this volume, who followed
Swithinbank to Balliol.

These urbane and scholarly young men were impressed from
the beginning by Maynard’s great ability and his touch of genius ;
as his reading progressed he began to acquire a reputation of
omniscience. Were they a little frightened of him? It does not
seem so. After all, they were redoubtable people themselves.
And he was cssentially companionable, as Dr. Keynes had
recorded ; he was ready to appreciate all forms of fun and was
himself an unfailing fount of amusement. Were his opinions ill-
regarded ? He was, of course, a Liberal, but so were some of the
others ; it does not appear that his political views were extreme.
Recligion was morce daagerous ground. Indiflerence was no doubt
then prevalent; but the serious-minded Christians soon grasped
that his free-thinking went deeper.

Sayings of his arec remembered. Duncan having affirmed that
Dissenters could by no mcans gain access to Heaven, Maynard
was bound, if only having regard to his Congregationalist up-
bringing, to take up the challenge. Duncan had finally to suc-
cumb to his rcasonings.

Duncan: ‘ Anyhow they won’t be admitted to our kind of
Heaven.”

RKeynes: ““ Yes, but what we want to know is whether they
will be admitted to our kind of Hell.”

Or again: “ I wish I could be the Angel of Dcath. I know a
good many people I should gladly put out of the way.”

Despite the glories of her seventeenth-century pulpit, the
Church of England has for a long time sadly neglected the art
of preaching. If Maynard had doubts, what he heard at Eton
was not likely to lead him back to the fold.
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J. M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 12th November 1899

. « . This morning I have heard a sermon which, putting my
hand on my heart and without hesitation, I can call the worst I
have ever had inflicted upon me. Sermons may be dull, but you
can sleep; sermons may be old, but you can sleep; but this — there
is no parliamentary language in which I can express my opinion of it.

I sat and writhed for twenty-five minutes. . . .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. j. N. Keynes, gth March 1900

. . . We had inflicted on us this morning another old reprobate
in the person of the Revd. - - -. It was a revolting performance
and an insult to the congregation. It is enough to make one think
that the Church is the refuge for those who cannot preach.

They ought at least to make him an archdeacon at once. He
has got all the qualifications. .

J- AL Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 17th Febuary 1gor

. . . This morning an atrocity was perpetrated in the pulpit, a
revolting and merciless atrocity in 2 loud voice. The criminal was
the Revd. - - -. [This preacher was subsequently elevated 10 a
bishopric which he held for a great many years.]

But Maynard was not blind to true merit. Thosec who remember
the beautiful sermons of Robert Hugh Benson, later converted to
the Church of Rome. will reccognise Maynard’s discrimination.

J- M. Keynes to Dr. 7. N. Keynes, 27th February 1901

. . . Last Sunday we had an extremely good sermon from
Benson’s youngest brother. He is a real orator. He has joined some
brotherhood in which one gives up one’s earthly possessions and goes
about preaching. I thought that he would preach well as soon as
I saw that-he had not brushed his nair. . .

J- M. Keynes to Di. J. N. Keynes, 1oth March 1901

I suppose that you have seen that Ford ! has got the Headmaster-
ship of Repton; he will, 1 think, be a great loss to us. He is
quite the best preacher we have and has been of late one of the most
conspicuous figures among the masters. . . .

1 Later Head Master of Harrow.
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Pretty as a child, Maynard could not have been called hand-
some at Eton. He always had an interesting face. The lips were
thick. If one added the inevitable epithet “ sensual **, that would
not convey quite the right impression, for sensual lips are lazy
lips. His were highly sensitive and expressive. They came into
play to an unusual extent when he spoke, rounding and modulat-
ing the words and seeming to give them a thoughtful emphasis.
He grew a small moustache, which he retained through life. His
large dark-blue eyes were very beautiful — steady, direct and
full of kindness and wisdom.

These features were but the vehicle for the constant play of
expression, animated and intelligent, and above all there was his
sense of fun, seldom absent for long. Then at once his face became
irradiated. He had a broad smile, the eyes sparkled and the
eyebrows arched upwards. Little wrinkles at the corners of his
eyes appcared. Seldom can a face have expressed a sense of the
ridiculous so completely; and as he went about the world, he
was, luckily for his friends, always finding matters wortky of
ridicule. But therc was nothing censorious or caustic about his
facial comment ; it was all pure gaiety and impishness. Certainly
he had a very charming and interesting face. Strangers noticed it
in a crowd. He was quite unlike anyone else. 1t was sympathetic,
communicative, winning.

He was tall; at school he was thin, but filled out later. He
sometimes walked with a slight stoop. His motions of body were
animated. He moved quickly about the room, tidying or adjust-
ing or dispatching business in hand with speed. But then he liked
to settle down on the sofa with his long legs outstretched, and his
attitude became one of completc repose. There must be no
discomfort that might impede the interchange of ideas, which was,
after all, the main pleasure, perhaps the main object, in life.
How would he have described his own hands? They were smooth
and the fingers long and delicate. He had a habit of tucking each
hand into the sleeve of the arm opposite, so that thev became
invisible. Thus he completed the sense of repose, like a cat with
her paws tucked up under her.

3

The summer of 1900 found the family at Tintagel again.
Maynard was reading Lecky’s History of the Eightemt{z Century,
which had a “ great attraction for him **, He suffered from an
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attack of high fever and later from a bad knee, which was deemed
to be due to it.

In the Michaelmas Half he was up to Luxmoore; the friends
regarded him as * quite the nicest master ” they had been up to.
At the same time he was doing European History from 1509 to
1603 with Marten. Arguments were heginning about the extent
to which he ought to specialise in mathematics. Mr. [urst, his
mathematical master, wanted as much of his time as possible,
while Mr. Lubbock pleaded for his other interests. On the whole,
Mr. Lubbock, aided no doubt by Maynard himself, seems to have
got the better of it. But Hurst was jealous, and Maynard, when
doing some other bits of work, trcinbled at the probable dis-
pleasure of Hurst when he should get to know.

J M. quna; to Dr. J. N. Reynes, 213t ()ctober 1900

I am cnjoying all my work now, and Lubbock says that iny verses
have greatly improved, but 1o really get on in Classics 1 ought now
to do a lot of private reading.

It would be very pleasant getting through one’s favourite
Classical authors in that way, but it is absolutely impossible as well
as Mathematical extras.

Like you, I should not mind thirty-six hows a day and fourteen
days a week, etc. etc. . . . "

Games meanwhile were continuing.

J- M. Keynes to Di1. J. N. Keynes, 14th Oclober 1900

I played Wall Gamc or. Monday ander suck conditions as 1 hopc
never to have to repcat.

The sun was blazing and the day more than reminiscent of
summer, and yet we went and played a fairly hard Wall Game.
I have never felt so bad in my lif~. I was of course dripping with
sweat, but it was the absclite exhaustion and inability to breathe
that was so awful. . . .

On the next day 1 played in Mixed Wall in similar wcather
conditions, but we knew what we were in for and played slackly so
that I got nothing worse than horribly hot.

He got some boils on his knee, perhaps connected with his
holiday ailment, recovered, played another Wall Game, and then
got boils on his other knee. The doctor said that his blood was
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not in good condition, but did not think him unfit to carry on
with the Wall Game, and by the end of term he had won his
College colours. His mother has since been somewhat doubtful
of that doctor’s verdict, and felt that the terrific strains of this
formidable game may have done permanent injury and been a
remotc cause of his later heart troubles, which were to prove
fatal.
He went home for Long Leave.

Extract fiom Diary of Dr. J. N. Keynes, 18th November 1900

Much enjoy having Maynard with us — in capital spirits bright
and intelligent as he always is. Mr. Lubbock came up for the Greek
play — says he considers Maynard safe for a first class in Classics if
hc reads Classics.  He evidently thinks very highly of the child.

If Maynard’s classics werc good, so also was his history. He
was first in his division. In the later part of this half, he competed
for the Richards English Essay Prize. The subject was given out
a couple of weeks in advance. On this uccasion it was the character
of the Stuarts. *“1 cannot say that it is a very congenial subject.”
On 25th November an cssay on it had to be written in the School
Library between the hours of 9.0 and 12.0. Maynard covered
twenty-two pages; his handwriting was small. He won the
prize.

At the beginning of the Lent Half, Maynard was clected to
College Pop.

J. M. Keynes to Mrs. f. N. Keynes, 27th January 1gor

Last night 1 was clected to College Pop and next Saturday I
make my maiden speech that “ Wornen are more fitted to rule than
men .

I have just ‘his morning received the rules to put up in my
room framed in purple riband. . . . We are, I believe, to have a
general post in the way of food in Hall under the auspices of the new
Bursar.

Irish stew and veal that is tottering on to the verge of beef are
to be among our weekly items.

There is also talk of a permanent early breakfast such as we
have during trials, a hot roll and butter and tea for early school.
T'his will be a redl beon. My first attempt at making mustard has
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been too solid; I shall probably go to the other extreme next
time. . . .

I am going to take the Daily Mail this half. This is a great
sacrifice of Principle to Pocket.

He was playing fives * almost every day .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. §. N. Keynes, 26th February rgor

I was given my Lower Boats yesterday and have got an oar in
the St. George. . . . This is a great surprise: 1 thought 1 might
have had some slight chance of getting them next 4th June, but not
the smallest hope of getting them this half.

The colour is white with narrow magenta stripes.

‘The economiser and the economist both appear in the following
letter :

J- M. Keynes to Dr. 7. N. Reynes, grd March 1901

Last night I put up a motion in Privaie Business in College Pop
but was defeated by one vote. The facts were these: a finc of 6d.
is exacted for cvery article left in Reading Room after g.30. 1 left
a pair of fives gloves and a double fine of 1s. was demanded of me.
I held that a pair of fives gloves only constituted one article within
the meaning of the Law. I was surprised at so nearly winning as it
is almost impossible to make the House pass anything which will
diminish its revenue from fines. Personally I don’t think 1t good
policy to make fincs a source of revenue ; it is an extremely vexatious
form of indirect taxation aud one which involves considerable trouble
in collection. Quuite a large amount cf money is obtained in this way,
but I should prefer a fixed subscription in lieu of fines.

Towards the end of this half it appeared that rowing. despite
his enthusiasm, was getting too much of a good thing. The matter
was happily solved in the following half.

J. M. Keynes to Dr. j. N. Keynes, 12th May 1gor

This afternoon I was given an oar in Monarch by the Captain
of the Boats. This was at my own request as I had had it conveyed
to him that I wanted it. It is nominally the first boat on the river,
but it is generally recognised as the home of bad odrs. Apart, however,
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from slight opprobrium it is all bliss. One has all the advantages of
wet bobbing without any of its disadvantages.

One has all the privileges of a member of Upper Boats, sliding
seats, bathing off Boveney, etc., and noraces. One behaves exactly as
one would in Lower Boats except that one has no bumping races.
These are never things to look forward to, and it is particularly
fortunate to escape thein as they immediately precede the Tomline.
[The principal Mathematical Prize at Eton.]

One, in fact,— to begin one more sentence with ““ one > — buys
cultured ease by giving up ambition.

There are three other Collegers in the Ark, as it is familiarly
called: Gaselee, who got it at his own request two years ago;
Mavrogordato ; and Olphert, who has got it at his own request this
year.

. . . By the way, 1 have got the Holiday Task Prize. So has
Dundas in the division below; he spent the holidays reading it
through carefully three times.

He won the Tomline, getting 447 out of 620 marks, the next
man with 336. Dilly Knox, although primarily a classic, and a
very outstanding classic, was in for it.

J- M. Reynes to Dr. . N. Keynes, gth June 1901

Knox shows his work up in a most loathsomely untidy, unintel-
ligible, illegible condition. . .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 15th June 1gor

I am most surprised that Knox is only fourth ; I am sure that he
really has more mathematical ability than Bailey or Jones. These
three were very close together and Knox scems to have been undone
by his mechanics and his want of lucidity ; especially, I think, the
latter. He has got one of the most confused brains I have ever
come across. Even in conversation he is wholly incapable of express-
ing the meaning he intends to convey. In addition to this he is
quite abnormally untidy in his work and always forgets to write
down the most necessary steps.

This is an interesting commentary on one of England’s most
illustrious * intelligence experts . There is corroboration for it.
Knox’s ideas came crowding into his mind in an untidy and
confused jumble — all was seemingly chaos; in a Cambridge
court he might be $cen to pause midway on his course, and it was
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well known that his train of thinking had then become so confused
that he did not know where he was or what he was doing. He
remained stuck for a long time until he had sorted matters out
with himself. Perhaps it was precisely this shower of irrelevant
ideas impinging on a brain of the very highest quality that pro-
duced such successful results.

J. M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 16th June 1gor

Hawtrey,! as perhaps you saw, was eighteenth in the Mathe-
matical Tripos. Dyer — whose pupil he was—is very disappointed
and thinks he ought to have taken a very high place, and Hurst holds
him up before me as a dreadful example of a person who has tried
to do too many things.

Maynard added that he thought that Hurst was wrong in holding
that Hawtrey had ““lost his soul in knowing something besides
Mathematics .

There was an institution at Eton called “ Private Business ”’,
at which tutors gave some special instruction, rather in the
university manner, to two or thrce pupils. There were also
‘Sunday Privates ”. This half, Mr. Lubbock chose for study
some translations which had been made by Dr. J. M. Neale of
the poetry of St. Bernard of Cluny. They interested Maynard
greatly. By his discriminating choice, Mr. Lubbock kindled an
interest in Maynard’s mind, which was to occupy much of his
spare time during the remainder of his spell at Eton and after-
wards at Cambridge.

Extract from Diary of D1. J. N. Keynes, 22nd Fune 1901

Maynard for long leave. Mediaeval Latin poetry is now one of
his hobbies.z

A year later he read a paper on St. Lernard to the Literary Society.

F. M. Keynes to Mrs. J. N. heynes, 2nd May 1902

1 read my Bernard tomorrow night at 8 .M. Rainsay is ill —
pneumonia I believe — and Luxmoore is taking the Society under
his wing until the recovery of the Ram.

1 This is Mr. R. (i, Hawtrey, the famous economist.

2 Thag autumn he was set to write a Latin hymn based on the 87th Psalm -—as a
punishment for being late for prayers! So he wrote fwo versions.
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When I announced my subject he exclaimed “ Oh! That is my
subject. I once read a paper on him.” Whereat I was greatly
abashed for he is a rare one to contradict. Fortunately he had mis-
heard me. 1t was Bernard of Clairvaux that his paper treated.

In an obituary notice of Stephen Gaselee in the Proceedings of the
British Academy, Mr. Andrew Gow wrote: ‘‘ He is remembered
. .. to have read a paper to a school society on the De Contemptu
Mundi of Bernard of Morlaix”. Keynes at once took the matter
up with him. It was he, not Gasclee, who had read the paper.?

At the end of this half Maynard won the Chamberlayne
Prize, consisting of £60 a year for four years, for being first in
the Higher Certificate Examination. He was first in mathematics,
first in history, and first in the English essay.

M. Lubbock to Dr. j. N. Keynes, 2nd August 19or

I must congratulate you once again on your boy’s very excel-
lent performances; and nothing about them is so admirable as
the way in which he takes them. He rates prizes at their proper
worth, is glad to get them, but fully recognises that they are only of
secondary consideration and importance. [ am sure he will go far.
He seems to have the power of heing interested in everything and at
the same time he seems incapable of doing anything in a dilettante
manner. .

I confess 1 was fairly dazzled by the actual result. It is an extra-
ordinary performance. He certainly does command success to an
amazing extent, but then no one ever deserved it better. His way of
accepting it is characteristic ; just as quiet, frank and modest as ever,
enhancing all the pleasure his successes give one. I hope he has
not overdone himself and am glad to think of him beginning a com-
plete rest. . . .

This time the family went off to Switzerland.

U Proceedings of the British Academy (1943), p. 442. Mr. Gow obtained his informa-
tion from a notice by Mr. Ramsay in the Cambridge Review. He himself drew my
attention to his mistake, and added,  In justice to myself I may say, as I said to
Keynes, that when I questioned Ramsay, he professed doubt as to whether Gaselee
read the paper when at school or as an old boy. I then madc enquiry from the
Minute Book of the Essay Society (which proved to be lost) and had the files of the
Eton College Chronicle searched without result; and therefore wrote net ¢ he read ?,
but * he is remembered to have read '— which was strictly true.” Mr. Ramsay's
inaccurate recollection was no doubt due to his illness. Mr. Gow may be credited
with a scholar’s care in this matter, although whether what he wrote was * strictly
true ” must depend on the philosophical theory of the meaning of ¢he word
‘ remember ”.
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His last year had the usual pattern of those of successful
schoolboys, first a blaze of triumphs, and then a period of more
leisure—aristocratic dignity, living in the school rather as in one’s
own fine country house, and co-operating with one’s friends in
running it.

In a letter to his father he gave full details of changes in the
teaching arrangements at school and procecded :

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 22nd September 1901

The Old Boy ! thinks that within the next few years there will be
considerable state re-organization in secondary education and that
very critical examination will he made into the Public School
system. So he is endeavouring to bring Eton up o the scratch. He
has been dilating on this subject both in his addiess to sixth form and
in his sermon to-day.

In College also there have been changes. We are going to have
hot suppers thiee days a weck and the old hags who gather up the
remnants in Hall have been abolished. They have, I believe, been
given almshouses to comfort them.

The Bursar is going to mcet sixth form this week for them to
suggest any furthcr changes they desire.

This half he still had before him the task of winning a scholar-
ship at the university.

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, g4th October 1901

Mr. Marten and Hurst have within the last two days been urging
me to go up for Trinity instcad of King’s. The latter wanted to know
if you would be coming to Eton any time soon as he would like to see
you about my work. I promised I would write and forward his
remarks.

Hurst’s case is briefly this :

He says that my having won the Chamberlayne puts a ditferent
complexion on matters; nw- that I have that, it would not so much
matter if I only got a minor or cxhibition at Trinity. His reason for
wishing me to go to Trinity is that he thinks that Mathematics are at
rather a low ebb at King’s. They do chiefly Classics and Science
there. Theie are not many doing Mathematics; Berry is entirely
purc and I should have to go elsewhere for my applied. I should not
get a mathematical atmosphere.

1 The Head Master.
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It is my very strong impression that he thinks that if I go to
King’s I shall be drawn from Mathematics altogether. Marten’s
reason was but a small one; he thinks that my History might count
for something in the Trinity general paper.

For myself I still think that I would rather go,to King’s. I have
been imagining myself going there for some time and it is difficult to
dispel ““ a fixed idea . Besides, Trinity is altogether too risky.
Lubbock has written to, I think, the Provost of King’s, to find out
whether the Chamberlayne is tenable with an Eton-King’s scholar-
ship.

If it is not, that is, I admit, a great argument in favour of
Trinity. . . .

J. M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 13th October 1901

Lubbock has definitcly heard from King’s that the Certificate
Scholarship is tenable as well as an Eton scholarship.

In the debate on the new system I spoke and voted against it. It
is not of course by any means cntirely bad, but I think there is a good
deal to be said against it. Next Saturday I am opcning a debate in
which I am to abuse the Stuarts. I put up this debate chiefly
because Hamilton is opposing. It is a subject upon which we hold
very different views and it ought to make an amusing debate. 1 took
History Extras chieflv because it does not really take much time and
is a pleasant change from the flood of Mathematics. T rather wish
now that I had taken Pindar.

Hurst has said no more about Trinity; Lubbock would very
much prefer me to go to King’s and I would rather go there myself;
so don’t you think we had better definitely decide on the latter?
Hurst still does not want me even to take the Classical papers. He
says he thinks they may tire me for the Mathematics. His jealousy
of Classics is most curious and interesting. What do you think of
Kipling’s giotesque effort in yesterday’s Times? What is * the
imperishable plinth of things > ?

J- M. Keynes to Dr. . N. Keynes, 20th October 1901

On Tuesday as you have seen in the Chronicle, we played the
masters ; I have never been so dissatisfied at the result of a match
and I was very much annoyed at our being beaten. . . *

The letter in the Chronicle was by Turner.! It was most
thoroughly justified; in both the Wall Matches one or two of the

1 Mr. J. R. Turner, later Bursar of Westminster School.
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masters had disputed every decision of the Umpire in a most un-
sportsmanlike manner, and it was high time that the matter was
publicly called attention to. . . . Yesterday was the first College
Wall Match against Browning’s scratch. After a tremendous game,
College succeeded in drawing; I have never enjoyed a match so
much. I did one hold which I am rather proud of and I am suffi-
ciently conceited to give you an extract from the account of the
match written in the College Wall Book by the Keeper :

“ At this point Keynes got well set and backed up by Olphert
and the seconds did one of the best holds I have ever seen, remain-
ing on the ball about eight minutes. . . . I knew he was a good
holding wall, but I did not know that he could perform such
prodigies of valour against such gigantic opponents.”

The walls who were trying to get me off weighed 13, 14 and 15 stone
respectively, while the threc College walls are in the aggregare about
32 stone.

At the Shakespeare Society in addition to the Tempest, we have
read the Merchant and tomorrow we hegin 7welfth Night. 1 am to
be Malvolio.

J. M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Reynes, 24th November 1901

1 have entered myself for 40 at King’s as I want to go there
anyhow. There is nowhere else worth going to at Cambridge
which comes on later. And T do not want to go to Oxford at any
price.

The half endcd! in triumphs, which came crowding in on two
momentous days. He was elected to an Eton scholarship at King’s,
¢ in Mathematics and Cla+-ics ™', This was most unusual. Hurst's
fears had been unnecessary.

The Eton Society, commonly known as Pop, is a self-elected
body of boys, who have responsibilities in the school corresponding
roughly to those of school monitors or school prefects in other
places. The qualities which are 1equired for clection are those
which make appeal to the bovs themselves — athletics, no deubt,
and general character ; social standing may also play some part.
These young men govern the school for the time — as they expect,
many of them, or used to expect, to govern the country later.
They are*in fact our boin leaders, people of substance and
character, men of the world. One or two of the *“ book-worms *
in College may be among the chosen, but the bias is somewhat
against’them.
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J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 15th December 1901

You will scarcely believe me, I have been elected to Pop. I had
absolutely no idea that I had the smallest chance, and did not even
know that I was put up. The elections were held to-day, and I was
told at Hall. Of Collegers, Olphert has also got in. Yesterday also
was rather a red letter day in my calendar: I got the first news [of
his scholarship] from a telegram from Dr. James which I found
awaiting me after 11.0 school. It was sent off fourteen minutes after
yours, but arrived five minutes sconer. It was very good of him to
telegraph. They have been very wily in King’s in choosing those
who cannot come up again. Bailey, Olphert and Young will all
come up again next year; Hamilton is quite satisfied with £60
and is still faithful to King’s after a week at Oxford.! In the after-
noon I played for College at the Field 2 and after the match got
my colours. 1 have got it 1oth, higher than I have been before
this half.

In the evening College supper came off. 'We had a most excellent
dinner and 1 flatter myself that I managed the arrangements very
satisfactorily. ‘

Your claret was very especially appreciated as being extra-
ordinarily good.

We had soup, fish, pilaugh, turkeys, partridges, plum puddings,
mince pies, paté de foie gras, dessert, coflee, with claret, moselle and
champagne.

I asked the Head for leave off carly school for the rest of the half
yesterday ; he gave it like a lamb.”

Among his successes, that in the Wall Game was clearly not
regarded as a merely trivial matter. The following letter, written
during the Christmas holidays, is characteristic for the fervent
interest taken in the subject, the critical analysis of the essentials
of the proposal and the suggestion of an alternative remedy.

J- M. Keynes to R. H. Dundas, 19th January 1902

You seem to have been having a very giddy time at your god-
mother’s; we have had a comparatively quiet time and I with
consummate skill have got off all (all mind you) dances. Oh, what
fair round lies have I told! . . . A little more than a week ago I
heard from Turner to say that after all he was coming up to King’s
this term. For God’s sake come thou and do likewise; I add as an

! But in the end he went to Oxford. 2 The other Eton football game.
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appendix to this letter many sound and weighty arguments all of
which you have heard before.

If you want to drown yourself in the Bosphorus, do so and be
damned to you.

If not, I shall think very poorly of you if you cannot overpersuade
your people to let you come into residence at the Royal Foundation.

I have seen a good deal of the King’s people this week. I played
bridge with Gaselee and friends a few nights ago (and won a shilling)
and I play again this week. $. G. had his usual equipment of port,
cigars and brandy and sodas.

George Lyttelton is going to revise the Wall rules.

I have seen the correspondence on the subject, and it scems to
me that all the changes arc of no effect save that concerning hands
(for the sake of which the whole thing is doubtless being dore).

I cannot enter into dctails now, but the eflfect of the new rule s
practically to abolish the use of hands.

To this I am strongly opposed ; it means that it will become pos-
sible for a good wall to sit almost indefinitelv {unless some new form
of ruffianism such as slicking ! is introduced). 1 told Muggins major
the suggested rule and he thought that he personally could sit for the
greater part of the day under these arrangements. Tt is impossible
to make the Wall Game humane and one suitable for the newly
shaved and tender usher; the present form of legalised ruffianism
is, I think, the best condition under which one can play the glorious
game.

I have suggested a> a compromise that knuckling and not pushing
be abolished ; this would, I think, greatly 1educe the ruffianism and
at the same time It ave the gaine fundamentally the same. It is a very
important question, but more of this anon. . . .

Prizes at Eton took thc form of books, newly bound in calf.
Maynard’s succession of awards led 10 much correspondence with
his father concerning what books to buy. He became restive
about the calf bindings. It did not escape his lucid mind that,
if one is gathering books together with limited resources, the
expenditurc of a substantial fraction ou new calf is not the best
way of building up a fine libi.uy. Mr. Lubbock, at his suggestion,
persuaded the head master to change the rules.

In the market-placc at Cambridge a ccrtain Mr. David,
who ultimgtely became famous, had a stall in which were to be
found old and rare books. From the age of twelve Maynard
frequented it.

1 Viz. kicking or hacking.
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J- M. Keynes to B. Swithinbank, grst December rgor

I bought an early edition (1820) of Wordsworth’s Excursion
yesterday from my second-hand bookseller for 1/-. It is a fine large
paper edition. I had a long talk with him about books, a subject he
knows a good dcal about.

It appears that I gave fully what it was worth for that Byron

It is only some of the shorter poems, whose first edition is of any
real value.

I am spending a certain amaunt of time reading Church History
for the Newcastle, and am getting a great deal of interest out of it.
I have, I think, a certain bent towards theology. My interest in the
subject delights my grandfather who is, as I think I once told you,
a Non-Conformist clergyman.

I have also been studying some more family Listory and have
written a short article on the derivation and spelling for the last
thousand years of the name Keynes.

Maynard continued book collecting actively, but economically.
He sought out products of the Aldine and Elzevir presses and other
early printed editions of the classics, not usually going above 10s.,
but more often paying much less. He maintained frequent con-
tacts with David. In these early days he inserted a number in
his books, indicating the order of purchase. These numbers were
only placed in books of substantial value or intcrest. From them
we learn that by the time he first went up to Cambridge as an
undergraduate in October 1902 he had already bought 329 such
books.

Amid this multiplicity of intellectual intcrests, political
economy was not entirely ncglected. After the death of Henry
Sidgwick, Dr. Keynes was asked to edit a new cdition of his
Principles of Political Economy. Later in life, Maynard recalled !
how his father had at this time given him the proof-sheets of that
volume to correct.

His last two terms were filled with activities of a kind proper
to one whose main struggle was over.

J. M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 26th January 1902

I am going to do three extras this half, Lucretius with Ramsay,
History with Marten and Mathematics with Hurst. For private
with Lubbock I am to read the Chogphoroe of Aeschylus. . . . We

1 At the dinner given him by the Council of the Royal Fconomic Society on 21st
June 1945, on his retirement from the editorship of the Economic Fournal.
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had College Pop P.B. on Saturday night and I spoke an unconscion-
able number of times.

I was elected to the Athletic Committee (for making arrange-
ments about the sports). Butler ! and 1 have succeeded in reviving
the Essay Society. . . .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 2nd Febiuary 1902

On Friday the Head demanded of me to choose a speech at a
moment’s notice ; I gained an hour by not going to him, but I had
the greatest difliculty in finding anything that 1 cared for and was
at the same time suitable. Finally I produced three alternatives :
Firstly a passage out of the Pope’s speech in 7he Ring and the Book
(suggested in the Public School Speaker). but the Head has always
consistently refused to allow Browning, and he told me he thought it
would prove gibberish to the audience; Sccondlv. “The Case of
Rumdrum the Baiber” out of The Shaving of Shagpat. This
he seemed to think not sufficiently conventional. My third alter-
native, however, Burke’s Panegyric on Fox was thoroughly to his
taste, and that I am to do. 1 think it is right to at any rate ply the
Hcad at first with what is a litte less dull and conventional than the
old, old specches.

A cousin of Young's — of the same narme, bas come to be an
usher here, and yesterday 1 went to tea with him. . . .

This was Geoflrey Winthrop Young, renowncd as a mountain
climber, renowned also later for scaling Alpine peaks alier he
had lost a leg, as well a, for great gallantry in the First World
War, a poct and author of books on climbing, ete. He has hindly
written out for me his impressions of Maynard at Eton.

Description of Keynes by M. Geoffiey Young

When I went to Eton as a young Master, I heard of Maynard a«
an outstanding mathematical scholar, in College; and 1 soon met
him among other sixth-form leaders.  But it was at a literary society
that T first realised him. Fe was reading a paper on the later Lztin
poets - — of all subjects!  and he traversed the vast ficld of second-
rate production with masterly scholarship. His reading had been
immense, his selection was admirable, and wit and some well-
calculated indiscretions illuminated an astonishingly mature per-
formance. We were listening to something much beyond the range
of the normal clever sixth-form boy ; and the fineness of the delivery

I Sir Harold Butler.
E
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in a sympathetic voice that never lost through all his life its intimate
gaiety, contributed further to the effect. . . .

As a hoy he was slim, agile, pale and dark-haired. He had no
special athletic gift, but he suggested both in movement and talk, a
kcen dark-metal rapier, with light and shadow playing quickly over
it. “ Adark ray ”, I once described him. His manner was polished,
after an older fashion, and very lively : too urbane ever to be thought
of as a boy’s. The small head was finely modelled ; the features
distinctly ugly at first sight, with lips projecting and secming to push
up the well-formed nose and strong brows in slightly simian fashion.
But the moment the eyes glanced up throughlong lashes, marvellously
alive, with depths of almost superhuman intelligence -— nothing else
counted When the quick gay smile followed, the whole face was
alight, and it held one by an unusual charm, of sympathy and

expression.
Soon after this, his Tutor sent him to me, to practise essays for
scholarship puiposes. . . . Hisstyle was already lucid and trenchant,

and his intellectual grasp in many fields far outdistanced mine.
We treated essays as bases for discussions. He soon fell into the
habit of dropping in, one or two evenings in each week, at my house
in High Stiect ; and there in my library we turned up references and
talked over all things on earth and clsewhere.

His reading, as 1 have said, was astonishingly wide alrcady. It
covered the whole literature in some subjects; and while he read
quicklv he remembered accurately and with excellent selective taste.
Not only the classics and notable authors, he had explored the
arcana, and knew more of the private presses and editions and of the
privately citculated hooks of authors known and unknown, than I
had ever heard of.

In an attempt to balance his formidable combination of in-
tellectualism and aestheticisin, I introduced him [this was at a later
date] to the world of open air adventure and of natural beauty,
using the beauty of movement as a means. In mountain clitnbing he
became particularly interested, even for a time enthusiastic. Delicacy
of constitution prevented him maintaining the practice; which I
regretted, sinc: it might have kept the balance better. He would
have mountainecred well. He joined me once in the Alps, and I
sent him ahead up the Aigulle d’Argentié¢re, alone with Joscph
Knubel, while I followed with another rope. T watched him climb-
ing upon the very steep snow and ice slope of the summit with smooth
security and fine nerve. Obviously he was revelling in évery minute
of it. [In due course we shall give Maynard’s own version of this
experience.] Later, on my suggestion, he went on a walking tour to
the Pyrenecs, and wrote to me very critically as one chimber to
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another of the poor technique of one of his companions, and of the
unexpected speed and endurance he discovered in his brother.

J. M. Keynes to Dr. j. N. Keynes, gth Febiuary 1902

Last night the' Literary Society (as the Essay Society is technically
called) had its first neeting and Butler read an exceedingly good
paper on the British occupation of Egypt.

We are to have four papers altogether, the next three from
Buxton, Swithinbank and Paul ‘the son of THerbert Paul the
cssay writer). At the close of the proceedings 1 was elected
President. . . .

I have also been clected to the Committee of Management (com-
posed of boys and masters) of the School Stores.

As far as 1 can make out I am elected chiclly as a person com-
petent to check the financial affairs. T amn findirg that, like you,
when I am appointed to a committee, 1 am inevitably made to do
all the work.

, Last week we carried through a good deal of work concerring the
reform and expurgation of College Library. . . .

My speech came off yesterday after 12.0 in Upper School;
clad as to my uppers in dress clothes, and as to my lowers in knee
breeches and black silk stockings 1 declaimed some of one of Mr.
Burke’s orations which T knew by no means petfectly, to an audience
representative of Eton College. . . .

On Friday night T attended my first Pop debate on our ol friend
¢ Capital Punishment . 1 spoke twice and find that by now I have
no modesty when on my leg:, even before a strange audience.

I cannot say that the average of speaking was high. I might even
go so far as to say that it v as low. . . .

His claim that he * haa to do all the work ™ is confirmed by
Mr. Hope-Jones, who well remembers the heroic reform lc carried
out in the College Library, a landmark in the history of that
institution. Mr. C. R. Fay confirnis the point with reference to
Maynard’s undergraduate days. *What was so extraordinary
was that while he seemed - us all to be lcading such a lovely
life, yet he never refused a dirty job.”

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 16th March 1902

Swithinbank read a paper last night on “ Ben Jonson . His
behaviour was typical; though he had several weeks in which to
prepate it, he did not begin writing anything dbwn until 5.15. He
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then wrote as hard as he could until 7.0, the hour at which he had
to read. He had not, however, time to write a peroration; he was
saved by a great stroke of genius. He read us out the peroration of
an article on the same subject that he had got hold of. . . .

Last night the motion in College Pop was that “ There is a
deplorable spirit of extravagance at Eton . If was carried by the
casting vote of the President; I voted in the minority.

In the Shakespeare we have been reading Othello. I have taken
the title part. .

Meanwhile the Newcastle was about to come off, the greatest
of the Eton prizes, mainly classical. Maynard could hardly hope
to win. Kynaston was the Cambridge examiner, and Godley, a
very well-known Oxford figure, came from that University.

J. M. Keynes to Dr. 7. N. Keynes, 231d March 1902

Kynaston looks an extremely nice old man, but Godley is rather
terrible and apparently very nervous. He has the reputation of
being the dullest man in Oxford to talk to, and of being the greatest
witin print. . . . Last night we had an essay from Paul on “ Charles
Lamb . It was very good and distinctly the beft we have had. . . .

A few days ago some foolish individual went about an hour before
early school and blocked up the key holes of all the doors of the
school rooms with.plaster of Paris. Fortunately it was discovered in
time to prevent its interfering very much with trials. The culprit
has not been discovered and the Head has declared that unless he
gives himself up, no leave will be given to any of the school either this
half or next. I am very sorry that the Head has acted thus. The
principle of such a punishment is in my opinion atrociously bad and
not at all consonant with his usual methods. It is not even certain
that the offender was a present member of the school. Threats of
this kind in a casc where the rest of the school neither knows the
culprit, nor has taken any part in the crimne, scem to me most
unwise and useless. Besides I don’t suppose for a moment that he
will be able tc enforce it strictly.

Pallis won the Newcastle, and the order in the
was Ainger, Dundas, Hamilton, Keynes. . . .

4

¢ select

J- M. Keynes to Mrs. j. N. Keynes, 2nd May 1902 .
I have bought a perfect dove of a waistcoat, lavender with pale
pink spots (Wycombe papers please copy) ! . . .
! Maynard’s sister, Margaret, was then at Wycombe Abhey School.
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J. M. Keynes to Dr. . N. Keynes, r1th May 1902

* The Mirror ” as it is to be called, will come out on Tuesday ;
I have not had time to contribute anything for this first number, but
I have got two or threc things out of Swithinbank for it. . . .

Rehearsals for speeches are now in full swing, Butler and I are
doing Act Il scene iv . . . of The Rivals; it is not at all easy. . . .
I am Acres and Butler Sir Lucius.

We are doing Hamlet at the Shakespeare, and I am enacting
the part of the melancholy Dane. . . .

It is difficult to realise that the cataclysin at St. Picrre is probably
the greatest disaster of the kind that has taken place in the history
of civilisation. The destruction of Pompeii and Herculancumn was
on a much smaller scale, they were much smaller cities;. .. It
is difficult to analyse thc apathy with which one accepts such o
stupendous cvent.

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Kevnes, 15th May 1902

*The scenes that we are doing from Much Adv About Nothing
are . . . Very much against my inclination I am being made to
do “ Dogberry

On Tuesday I nldycd in “ Aquatics . 'T'his is a weekly game of
cricket played by members of Upper Boats under Aquatic Rules. . . .

J- M. Keynes to Dr. J. N. Keynes, 15th June 1902

Last night Young read an extraordinarily good essay on Praed.
I don’t believe any other school could keep up so good a series of
papers.

These arc but a few itelus fiom a vast catalogue of interesting
events which crowded the letters of this lust term, despite the fact
that some days were taken out of it by one of his feverish attacks.
And at the end of term he was once again first in the school in
the Higher Certificate Examination  During the course of it he
found time to cover four nages ot foolscap examination paper
with a letter to his father.

Eton College Page 1
Subject J. M. Keynes, K.S.
Sunday Letter Certificate Index No. 170

The end of this half will be made additionally miserable by the
fact that Camp has been made compulsory and that thevefore nearly
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everyone is going off on Tuesday morning. I have just reached a
very melancholy stage. Last night I received a vote of thanks in
College Pop, which I think I desired perhaps more than anything
else that remains to be got here.  Eton has been much kinder to me
than I deserve. . . .

He was not the only onc to be miserable.

R. H. Dundas to §. M. Kevnes, grd August 1902

I think I have never spent a sadder day than on Tuesday.
Your words on Monday night “ before we part ”” had brought home
to me rather forcibly that we were going to part in earnest, and that
the old Eton life was over as far as 1 was concerncd, for Eton will
never be the same. You have always taken the chief part in that
time as far as I was concerned, but what applies to you also applies
more or less to all the others. . . .

I hope T shall see you often. . . .

Your affectionate friend, )
Rosert Hamirton Dunpas



CHAPTER I1

UNDERGRADUATE AT CAMBRIDGE

1

N October 1902 Maynard cntered the Royal Foundation.  Its
l outward aspect is indeed regal. On the right of the front court

is the famous Chapel, with its matchless array of lignts and
buttresses unbroken by any transept. Facing the lodge is Gibbs’
classic masterpiece, well known for the view of its other frontage
which is obtained from the Backs. There is a great lawn in the
front court, and the proportions are just, giving hoth a sense of
spleitdid spaciousness and the right petspective to the buildings.
Beyond Gibbs’ Building is a still greater lawn, reaching to the
river.

At first, however, he was somewhat removed from these glories.
Passing through the Wilkins Building on the lefi. one goes into a
mean court, surrounded by a confused jumble of ugly structures.
Passing still beyond, down steps, through a wreiched subway
under King’s Lane, one reaches a number of poky sets of rooms
known as * the Lane .7 Having arrived here, Maynard had to
climb to the first floor. There he lound his small rooms, by no
means conducive to the cumfortable life. Tt is understood that
part of the moncy which he has bequeathed to King’s College will
be used to build better sets on this site.

Nomne the less it was a privilege to be there. At Oxford
freshmen are brought together into their colleges in their first
year, in order to be easily initiatcd into the corporate life. In
their third or fourth ycar, *then the need for the concentrated
study of books is at its height, they are sent out into their scparate
““ digs » in the town, in which the number of visits by friendly
intruders is likely to be less. Cambridge has the custom, which
to an Oxford man appears inferior, of leaving the men in lodgings
outside college during their first and, possibly, second years, and
only bringing them within the college walls subsequently. King’s,

' The alternative name, “ the Drain ”, is a modern vulgarism unknown in 1902.
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