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PREFACE

During sixteen years, from 1879 to 1894, of service for the
geological surveys of Minnesota, the United States, and Can-
ada, in travel over large areas of this state, the Dakotas, and
Manitoba, my attention was often attracted to the origins of
their names of places, partly received directly from the Indian
languages, and in many other instances translated from the
aboriginal names. Frequently our geographic names note re--
markable topographic features, or are derived from the fauna
and flora. Perhaps a greater number commemorate pioneer
white explorers, early fur traders, and agricultural settlers.

Later work for the Minnesota Historical Society, since
1895, has permitted and even required more detailed considera-
tion and record in this field. Many memorials of our territorial
and state history are preserved in geographic names, and each
nationality contributing to the settlement has its share in this
nomenclature. As the first immigrants of the state along the
Atlantic and Gulf coast brought many place names from Eng-
land, France, Holland, and Spain, so in Minnesota many geo-
graphic names have come from beyond the sea. Here the in-
fluence of a large proportion of immigration from Germany is
shown by such names as New Ulm, New Trier, Hamburg,
Cologne, and New Munich. Old Bohemia is brought to mind
by the city of New Prague. Sweden, Norway, and Denmark
are well represented by Stockholm, Malmo, Bergen, Trond-
hjem, Denmark, and many other township and village names.
In the early eastern and southern states, Plymouth, Boston,
Portsmouth, Bangor, New York, Charleston, St. Augustine,
‘and New Orleans, recalled tender memories of the Old World.
Likewise, these German and Bohemian and Scandinavian
names have a great meaning to the immigrants from those
countries who have made their new homes here.

To illustrate how this subject is like a garden of flowers,
or like an epic poem, reference may be made to the names of
the eighty-six Minnesota counties. Fifteen came directly. or
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through translation, from the Dakota or Sioux language, eight
being retained as Sioux words, Anoka, Dakota, Isanti, Kan-
diyohi, Wabasha, Waseca, Watonwan, and Winona. Six are
translated into English, namely, Big Stone, Blue Earth, Cot-
tonwood, Redwood, Traverse, and Yellow Medicine; and one °
is received in its French translation, Lac qui Parle. Twelve
counties bear names of Ojibway origin; but only five, Chisago,
Kanabec, Koochiching, Mahnomen, and Wadena, are Indian
words, and the first was made by a white man’s coinage. The
seven others are Chippewa (the anglicized form of Ojibway),
Clearwater, Crow Wing, Mille Lacs (a translation in French),
Otter Tail, Red Lake, and Roseau (another French transla-
tion). '

Fifty-two counties have received personal names, which
may be arranged in four lists. The early explorers of this
area are commemorated by seven counties; the fur traders of
the early half of the last century, by four; citizens of Minne-
sota as a territory and state have been honored by the names
of twenty-six counties; and citizens of other parts of the
United States are similarly honored in fifteen counties. First
enumerating the seven county names from explorers, we have
Beltrami, Carver, Cass, Hennepin, Le Sueur, Nicollet, and
Pope. The four named for early fur traders are Aitkin, Fari-
bault, Morrison, and Renville. The twenty-six counties named
for Minnesota citizens are Becker, Brown, Carlton, Cook, Free-
born, Goodhue, Hubbard, Jackson, Kittson, McLeod, Marshall,
Meeker, Mower, Murray, Nobles, Olmsted, Pennington, Ramsey,
Rice, Sherburne, Sibley, Stearns, Steele, Swift, Todd, and Wilkin
counties. Among the fifteen counties named for citizens of
this country outside of Minnesota, five are in honor of presi-
dents of the United States, these being Washingon, Polk, Fill-
more, Lincoln, and Grant. The ten others in this list are
Benton, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, Houston, Lyon, Martin, Scott,
Stevens, and Wright.

Six of our counties have names given by white men for
natural features, in addition to the larger number so derived
from the Indian languages. These are Itasca, taking the name
of the lake, formed of two Latin words; Lake county, named
for Lake Superior; Pine county, so named for its extensive

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































